Sumeg-Patrick’s Point SP  #106 

 In the Yurok language, Sumeg refers to an ancient ceremonial and important gathering place. In the 1990’s, the Yurok Indian Village of Sumeg became the fifth Regional Indian Museum.  Located in Patrick’s Point State Park in the North Coast region was primarily Yurok Indian Territory.  The closest California Indian Tribes were the Wyiot to the south, Tolowa to the north, the Karok and Hoopa tribes to the east.  

Declaration of Purpose

06/1983 – General Plan 

The purpose of Patrick’s Point State Park is to perpetuate forever, for public use, inspiration, and esthetic enjoyment, an area of unique natural beauty and cultural significance including coniferous forest, rocky shorelines, sandy beach, meadows, and archeological resources.  All scenic, natural, cultural, and recreational resources shall be managed as a whole, preserving the natural beauty of the park in accordance with ecological principles.

The function of the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) at Patrick’s Point State Park is to ecologically manage the area’s varied interdependent environmental complexes to interpret them effectively; and to provide, consistent with perpetuation of park resources, such facilities and services as are necessary for the public’s full enjoyment of the unit. 

The Collection
The Yurok village and the surrounding archeological sites make up the collection.  There is also an original dugout redwood canoe, which was crafted by the late Yurok canoe maker, Dewey George.   

Facility
Located 25 miles north of Eureka, Patrick’s Point is a 640-acre park in the heart of California’s redwood country.  The park offers several miles of hiking trails, a reconstructed Yurok Indian Village, a native plant garden, a bookstore, three family campgrounds, a group camp, a camp for hikers and bicyclists, and several picnic areas.  

Sumeg, the reconstructed Yurok Village, consists of traditional style family houses, a sweathouse, changing houses, a redwood canoe, and a dance house.  The village is used by the local Yuroks for education of their youth and to share their culture with the public.  

Another feature of the site is the Native American plant garden, which was established in 1973 by the Patrick’s Point Garden Club.  It is compromised of many plants that grow in the unique environment of the coastal fog belt and the humid transition zone between the ocean and mountain slopes.  In 1997, this garden was reestablished as a Native American plant garden, which now has plants that were used by the local Yurok people.  The plantings in the garden are representative of the plants used for medicinal, basketry, and ceremonial purposes.   It is located just east of and adjacent to Sumeg.

Staff

There are two full-time staff, consisting of one park ranger and an interpreter.   There are also six seasonal park aides, five of whom are maintenance for the whole park.  There isn’t any staff dedicated specifically to the village or the Visitors Center.  In the original plan, a full-time maintenance worker was supposed to come with the village; however, that person was sent somewhere else.  None of the staff is of Native American or California Indian heritage.

Volunteers

There are 14 volunteers associated with the Sumeg-Patrick’s Point/Lagoons Interpretive Association.   They help oversee the bookstore and help with the Brush Dance Ceremony.  The Association was formed in 1991 as a non-profit corporation to perpetuate the education and interpretive activities of the California State Park System.  The association sponsors special events, outdoor educational programs, and Yurok Indian cultural demonstrations.

 Programs

Interpretive talks are held two times a week during the spring and fall.  These are mostly walking tours, which last about an hour.  The talks vary by the age and size of the group.  The program is mostly educational.  The school program is tailored to mostly third and fourth grade students.  They are taken in and out of the structures so they can get an idea of what it was like to live there and the differences in the cultures.

In summer, the interpretive talks last longer.  Three specific educational programs are offered.  People are taught to make a replica of a Yurok necklace using shells.  A second program is the shaping of a partially cutout canoe, using sandpaper.  This take-along project teaches the children patience and perseverance.  The third program is a flint-napping program that is offered to children at the sixth grade level and above.

Events
A Yurok Brush Dance Ceremony takes place each July for three days.  The Storytelling Festival by the Sea, takes place each September for two days.  It has been held for three consecutive years.  Sumeg Village Day is usually held in July.  During this time, the Yurok people share and interpret Yurok traditions with the public.  At this time, a traditional salmon dinner is served.  
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