
 
Los Angeles State Historic Park Master Development Plan Final EIR Page i 
California Department of Parks and Recreation  April 2012 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 
 

CHAPTER  PAGE 
 
ES EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ..................................................................................................... ES-1 
 ES.1 Introduction and Background ....................................................................................... ES-1 
 ES.2 Project Location and Setting ......................................................................................... ES-2 
 ES.3 Project Objectives ......................................................................................................... ES-2 
 ES.4 Proposed Project Characteristics ................................................................................... ES-3 
 ES.5 Areas of Controversy .................................................................................................... ES-5 
 ES.6 Summary of Environmental Impacts ............................................................................ ES-6 
 ES.7 Alternatives to the Proposed Project ............................................................................. ES-7 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION ...................................................................................................................... 1-1 
 1.1 Summary of the Proposed Project .................................................................................... 1-1 
 1.2 The CEQA Environmental Process ................................................................................. 1-2 
 1.3 Organization of the EIR ................................................................................................... 1-4 
  
2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION ....................................................................................................... 2-1 
 2.1 Project Background .......................................................................................................... 2-1 

2.1.1 Related Documents ............................................................................................. 2-1 
2.1.2 Park Vision ......................................................................................................... 2-4 
2.1.3 Public Outreach................................................................................................... 2-4 
2.1.4 Project Benefits ................................................................................................... 2-5 

 2.2 Project Location ............................................................................................................... 2-7 
 2.3 Physical Environmental Setting ....................................................................................... 2-7 

2.3.1 Project Site .......................................................................................................... 2-7 
2.3.2 Surrounding Setting ............................................................................................ 2-8 
2.3.3 Existing Land Use ............................................................................................. 2-12 

 2.4 Project Objectives .......................................................................................................... 2-13 
2.4.1 Project Need ...................................................................................................... 2-13 

 2.5 Proposed Project ............................................................................................................ 2-14 
2.5.1 Project Characteristics ...................................................................................... 2-14 

 2.6 Construction Scenario .................................................................................................... 2-19 
 2.7 Intended Uses of the EIR ............................................................................................... 2-23 
 2.8 Project Approvals Required ........................................................................................... 2-23 
 
3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING, IMPACTS, AND MITIGATION ...................................... 3-1 

3.1 Aesthetics ...................................................................................................................... 3.1-1 
3.2 Air Quality  ................................................................................................................... 3.2-1 
3.3 Biological Resources .................................................................................................... 3.3-1 
3.4 Cultural and Paleontological Resources ....................................................................... 3.4-1 
3.5 Geology and Soils ......................................................................................................... 3.5-1 
3.6 Greenhouse Gas Emissions ........................................................................................... 3.6-1 
3.7 Hazards and Hazardous Materials ................................................................................ 3.7-1 
3.8 Hydrology and Water Quality ....................................................................................... 3.8-1 
3.9 Noise ............................................................................................................................. 3.9-1 



Table of Contents 
 

 
Page ii  Los Angeles State Historic Park Master Development Plan Final EIR 
April 2012  California Department of Parks and Recreation 
 

3.10 Population and Housing .............................................................................................. 3.10-1 
3.11 Public Services and Utilities ....................................................................................... 3.11-1 
3.12 Transportation and Traffic .......................................................................................... 3.12-1 

 
4.0 IMPACT OVERVIEW ............................................................................................................... 4-1 
 4.1 Significant Unavoidable Adverse Impacts ....................................................................... 4-1 
 4.2 Effects Found Not to be Significant ................................................................................. 4-1 

4.2.1 Agriculture and Forestry Resources .................................................................... 4-2 
4.2.2 Land Use and Planning ....................................................................................... 4-2 
4.2.3 Mineral Resources .............................................................................................. 4-3 

 4.3 Cumulative Impacts ......................................................................................................... 4-4 
 4.4 Significant Irreversible Environmental Changes ........................................................... 4-10 
 4.5 Growth-Inducing Impacts .............................................................................................. 4-10 
 
5.0 ALTERNATIVES ....................................................................................................................... 5-1 
 5.1 Project Objectives ............................................................................................................ 5-1 
 5.2 Alternatives Considered but Eliminated .......................................................................... 5-2 

5.2.1 Alternative Sites .................................................................................................. 5-2 
 5.3 Alternatives Carried Forward for Detailed Analysis ....................................................... 5-2 

5.3.1 Overview of Alternatives and Impacts ............................................................... 5-3 
5.3.2 No Project Alternative ........................................................................................ 5-3 
5.3.3 High Intensity Master Plan Alternative .............................................................. 5-4 
5.3.4 Resource Protection Alternative ......................................................................... 5-5 

 5.4 Environmentally Superior Alternative ............................................................................. 5-6 
 
6.0 CLARIFICATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS ....................................................................... 6-1 

7.0 RESPONSE TO COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT EIR .......................................................... 7-1 
 7.1 Responses to Written Comments Received that Address Environmental 

Issues Raised in the EIR .................................................................................................. 7-1 
 7.2 Responses to Oral Comments Received at Draft EIR Pubic Meeting ......................... 7-108 
 
8.0 ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS ................................................................................... 8-1 
 
9.0 LIST OF PREPARERS .............................................................................................................. 9-1 
 
10.0 REFERENCES .......................................................................................................................... 10-1 
 
 
TECHNICAL APPENDICES  
 
Appendix A Notice of Preparation, Initial Study, and Responses to Notice of Preparation 
Appendix B Air Quality Impact Analysis Report 
Appendix C Natural Environmental Study Report  
Appendix D Cultural History and Archaeology Report 
Appendix E Geotechnical Investigation 
Appendix F Noise Impact Analysis Report 
Appendix G Traffic Study 
 



Table of Contents 
 

 
Los Angeles State Historic Park Master Development Plan Final EIR Page iii 
California Department of Parks and Recreation  April 2012 
 

LIST OF TABLES 

No. Page 

Table ES-1 Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures ................................... ES-9 
Table 3.2-1  Los Angeles – North Main Street Monitoring Station – Ambient Air Quality ............. 3.2-5 
Table 3.2-2  Federal and State Ambient Air Quality Standards ........................................................ 3.2-7 
Table 3.2-3  SCAQMD Air Quality Significance Thresholds ........................................................ 3.2-10 
Table 3.2-4  Estimated Construction-Related Daily Emissions of Criteria Air Pollutants 
  and Precursors (Unmitigated) ..................................................................................... 3.2-13 
Table 3.2-5 Estimated Project-Generated Operations Emissions ................................................... 3.2-14 
Table 3.3-1 Sensitive Plant Species and Vegetation Communities Known to Occur  
  in the Project Vicinity ................................................................................................... 3.3-2 
Table 3.3-2 Sensitive Wildlife Species Known to Occur in the Project Vicinity ............................ 3.3-4 
Table 3.4-1  Timeline of the Development of the Project Site and Surrounding Area ..................... 3.4-3 
Table 3.4-2 City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monuments within 0.5-Mile 
  of the Project Site ........................................................................................................ 3.4-13 
Table 3.5-1 Expansion Potential Definitions ................................................................................... 3.5-4 
Table 3.6-1 Summary of Modeled Greenhouse Gas Emissions (CO2e) ........................................... 3.6-7 
Table 3.9-1  Representative Environmental Noise Levels ................................................................ 3.9-2 
Table 3.9-2  Short-Term Noise Measurement Summary .................................................................. 3.9-7 
Table 3.9-3  Land Use Compatibility for Community Noise Environments .................................. 3.9-10 
Table 3.9-4  Typical Maximum Construction Equipment Noise Levels ......................................... 3.9-12 
Table 3.9-5  Vibration Source Levels for Construction Equipment ................................................ 3.9-13 
Table 3.9-6  Existing and Projected Mobile Source CNEL at 100 Feet .......................................... 3.9-17 
Table 3.11-1  Parks and Recreation Facilities Serving the Project Area ........................................... 3.11-3 
Table 3.12-1  Level of Service Definitions for Signalized Intersections .......................................... 3.12-6 
Table 3.12-2  Level of Service Definitions for Unsignalized Intersections ...................................... 3.12-6 
Table 3.12-3  Intersection Traffic Operations Existing (2010) Conditions ....................................... 3.12-7 
Table 3.12-4  City of Los Angeles Significant Transportation Impact Criteria .............................. 3.12-10 
Table 3.12-5  Trip Generation Rates and Estimates ........................................................................ 3.12-13 
Table 3.12-6  Intersection Traffic Operations Future (2035) Conditions ....................................... 3.12-18 
Table 4-1  Description of Related Projects ....................................................................................... 4-5 
Table 5-1  Comparison of Impacts for the Proposed Project and Alternatives ................................. 5-7 
Table 7-1 List of Comment Letters on Draft EIR ............................................................................ 7-1 
Table 7-2 Responses to Comments Received During Public Meeting ......................................... 7-108 
 



Table of Contents 
 

 
Page iv  Los Angeles State Historic Park Master Development Plan Final EIR 
April 2012  California Department of Parks and Recreation 
 

LIST OF FIGURES 

No. Page 

Figure 2-1 Regional Location Map ................................................................................................... 2-9 
Figure 2-2 Project Location ............................................................................................................. 2-10 
Figure 2-3 LASHP Master Development Plan Phase I ................................................................... 2-17 
Figure 3.1-1 Existing Project Site Looking Southwest ..................................................................... 3.1-3 
Figure 3.1-2 Existing Project Site Looking West .............................................................................. 3.1-4 
Figure 3.1-3 Existing Project Site Looking North ............................................................................. 3.1-4 
Figure 3.1-4 Existing Project Site Looking Northeast ....................................................................... 3.1-5 
Figure 3.1-5 Existing Project Site Looking South ............................................................................. 3.1-5 
Figure 3.1-6 Looking Southwest Along Spring Street  ..................................................................... 3.1-7 
Figure 3.1-7 Looking Northeast Along Baker Street ......................................................................... 3.1-8 
Figure 3.1-8 Looking North from Spring Street toward Broadway and Elysian Hills ...................... 3.1-8 
Figure 3.1-9 Looking Northeast Along Broadway ............................................................................ 3.1-9 
Figure 3.1-10 Looking Southeast from Broadway toward Project Site and Spring Street .................. 3.1-9 
Figure 3.1-11 Location of Key Views ............................................................................................... 3.1-17 
Figure 3.1-12 Key View 1 - Before and After Simulation Looking Southwest at 
  Proposed Elevated Walkway and Roundhouse Observation Deck ............................. 3.1-19 
Figure 3.1-13 Key View 2 - Before and After Simulation Looking 
  Northeast at the Open Grassy Area ............................................................................. 3.1-20 
Figure 3.1-14 Key View 3 - Before and After Simulation Looking Northwest at 
  the Proposed Project from Spring Street ..................................................................... 3.1-22 
Figure 3.1-15 Key View 4 - Before and After Simulation Looking Southwest at 
  the Proposed Project from North Broadway-Buena Vista Bridge .............................. 3.2-23 
Figure 3.8-1 Los Angeles River Watershed ...................................................................................... 3.8-2 
Figure 3.9-1 Noise Monitoring Locations ......................................................................................... 3.9-6 
Figure 3.9-2 Nearby Noise-Sensitive Land Uses .............................................................................. 3.9-8 
Figure 3.11-1 Regional Parks Map .................................................................................................... 3.11-5 
Figure 3.12-1 Study Intersection Locations ....................................................................................... 3.12-5 
Figure 3.12-2 Existing (2010) Peak Hour Traffic Volumes .............................................................. 3.12-8 
Figure 3.12-3 Project Trip Distribution Pattern ............................................................................... 3.12-15 
Figure 3.12-4 Cumulative (2035) No Project Peak Hour Volumes ................................................. 3.12-17 
Figure 3.12-4 Cumulative (2035) Plus Project Peak Hour Volumes ............................................... 3.12-20 
 


