california state parks

UPDATE ON PRELIMINARY GENERAL
PLAN AND

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT FOR SONOMA COAST STATE
BEACH

UPDATING THE PLANNING EFFORT

The California Department of Parks
I and Recreation is continuing a process
to complete a General Plan for Sonoma
Coast State Beach — and we invite you to
participate. The General Plan will define the
long-term vision for the park, identify desired
improvements, and provide a framework for
protection of its unique resources.

3,387-acre acquisition of the upper

Willow Creek watershed has been

dded to the park since the preparation
of the Preliminary General Plan and Draft
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) in January
2004. This addition has greatly increased
the size of the park as well as the range of
park resources and potential recreation
opportunities. We feel that it is important
to include this addition in the planning effort
before the General Plan is completed and
approved.

Sonoma Coast State Beach Willow Creek A dition

SONOMA COAST STATE BEACH
GENERAL PLAN

Newsletter #4

PUBLIC WORKSHOP LOCATION:
Sebastopol Veterans Memorial
Building

282 High Street

Sebastopol, California

Pacific Ocean

.

Public Workshop Location

ATTEND THE PUBLIC WORKSHOP

A public workshop will be held on
February 15, 2006 from
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM

at the Sebastopol Veterans Memorial Building,
282 High Street, Sebastopol, CA.

The workshop will provide a forum to discuss
ideas, identify concerns, and suggestions to park
managers regarding the Willow Creek addition.
This will also serve as a “scoping” meeting for the
Environmental Impact Report regarding the Willow
Creek addition for the General Plan.

Please join us!

february 2006



Sonoma Coast Wetland

his spectacular property contains rolling

grasslands, rugged coastal mountain terrain,

coast redwoods, Douglas-fir forest, and
riparian and estuarine habitat. Over three miles of
fish-bearing creeks and streams flow through the
property. Both Willow Creek and Freezeout Creek
support critical habitat for species such as northern
spotted owl, marbled murrelet, and California red-
legged frog. I

he Willow Creek Addition became a part of |
Sonoma Coast State Beach in May of 2005.
The addition expands park ownership to
include nearly the entire Willow Creek watershed
and represents a boon for both recreation and
wildlife habitat. It is open to hiking, biking, and
equestrian use through a permit program. Access is
also available through docent-led hikes.
For permit program information or for docent-led
tour schedule and info contact:
LandPaths — 707-524-9318
willowcreek@landpaths.org

he development of the General Plan has been

underway since the fall of 2002.  We have

compiled data on the existing conditions and
issues of Sonoma Coast State Beach and the surrounding
region. Public input has been received during the
planning process through three public meetings,
surveys, and newsletters. A Preliminary General Plan
and Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) was
prepared and made available for CEQA public review
in January 2004. Since that time, the 3,387-acre upper
Willow Creek acquisition has been completed. This
recent addition was not included in the original planning
effort because it was uncertain whether the acquisition

would be completed.

e are now seeking your input on the

upper Willow Creek addition so that a

Preliminary General Plan and DEIR for
Sonoma Coast State Beach can be updated to reflect
the expanded planning area. We are looking forward
to hearing from you. Please come to the public
meeting on February 15, 2006 (see page |),
or submitt written comments by February 28, 2006
to:

Rick Royer

California Department of Parks and Recreation
North Bay District

Russian River Sector

PO. Box 123/25381 Steelhead Boulevard
Duncans Mills, CA 95430

707.865.2391



REPORT AVAILABLE ON WEBSITE

You may view and download the current Preliminary
General Plan and DEIR document as well as past
newsletters by visiting the State Parks website at
www.parks.ca.gov/generalplans
(Click on General Plans - In Progresss on the left hand
tool bar and select SonomaCoastStateBeach on the

next page).

The current Preliminary General Plan and DEIR will be
revised this year to include the recent upper Willow
Creek addition, as well as consideration of input
received at the upcoming public meeting.

WHERE WE ARE GOING

nce public input has been received and
alternatives are considered, the Preliminary
General Plan and draft EIR will be revised to
include the Willow Creek addition and made available
for additional public review. Following this public
review and comment period, the Preliminary Plan will
then be submitted to the State Parks and Recreation

Commission for approval.

Sonoma Coast State Beach
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Calendar of Events
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February 2006

Public Workshop #4;
Identify issues and
concerns, Scoping
meeting for Willow Creek
Aquisition

EARLY SPRING 2006

Develop updated
Preliminary General Plan
and prepare draft EIR

LATE SPRING 2006

Public review of the
Updated Preliminary
General Plan and draft
EIR

SUMMER 2006

Final updated General Plan
and EIR

WINTER2006/SPRING 2007

State Park and Recreation
Commission approval




