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#61.  Please see Responses #37.10, #40 and #44.  The RS 2477 status has not been confirmed for 
many of the roads in Anza-Borrego Desert State Park.  These rights, if valid, would not be an 
environmental issue and, therefore, are not subject to CEQA. An inventory of RS 2477 roads is 
not within the requirements of the General Plan and is therefore, not provided.  Also, it is not the 
purpose of a General Plan to override or supercede and legitimate access rights that may 
currently exist or are determined to exist in the future.  At the present time, the plan reflects what 
is known about the setting.

#62.  CSP agrees that the feral horses are entitled to protection and contracted with UC Davis to 
study the horses and their potential impact on the native bighorn sheep population.  During the 
study, it was determined that the horses were unhealthy and suffering from inadequate forage 
due to the extended drought.  The horses were removed from the Park in March 2003 and have 
been transported to two wild horse sanctuaries.

#63.  These trails were identified on Figures 7.1 and 7.3 and will be identified more clearly on 
Figures 7.1, 7.3, 7.6 and 7.10 in the final General Plan.  This General Plan includes goals and 
guidelines related to trails (see Infrastructures and Operations Section 3.3.1.11).  However, more 
detailed information regarding trail maintenance and the like, will be addressed within the Trails 
Management Plan (as called for in the General Plan, Section 3.4.3).

#64.  As part of the Trails Management  Plan, additional trail routes may be added to improve 
recreational quality.  Cross-country equestrian travel is not allowed under the General Plan. 

#65.  Please see Figure 7.10 and Section 3.2.4.6.  The Cultural Preserve site is a significant large 
and diverse site of the San Felipe Stage Station and other cultural deposits.  CSP constructed a 
new parking area and a ½ mile trail connector for safe access to Pacific Crest Trail, east of S2 on 
a recently acquired parcel.  The parking area can currently be used as a staging area or for 
unimproved overnight camping.  The Camping Management Plan could address the need for 
designated camping and water for through travelers at this site.  A trails assessment team has 
been working with CSP to develop the nearby Lucky 5 Ranch acquisition as an equestrian 
campground with water, a connector to the Pacific Crest Trail, and trail loop routes.  The General 
Plan will be changed to remove the restriction of day-use only in the new staging area.  This land 
use is consistent with the zoning identified in the Preferred Plan.

#66.  Please see Response #9.  Although planning efforts are underway for an equestrian 
campground at Lucky 5, General Plans are not intended to discuss specific development or 
improvement proposals but instead the areas where they may occur.  Specific proposals for 
future operations and management will be considered on a case-by-case basis and will be open to 
public review through the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) environmental review 
process. Please see Lucky 5 Ranch Area Specific Goals and Guidelines Section 3.3.2.4 in the 
Preliminary General Plan document. 

#67.  Please see Response #11.
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Please see Response #67 on previous Page
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#68.  CSP is committed to provide equal access to all programs within the state park system to 
persons with physical disabilities.  Access to programs may, for example, include video tours of 
portions of a historic building that could not be altered without adversely affecting its historical
integrity.  Access to programs is provided in consultation with a disabled advisory review 
committee (DARC), which includes members with disabilities.  The General Plan does not 
eliminate equestrian uses except in the Cultural Preserve.  Equestrian trails are located in many 
areas within the Park. Equestrian groups have expressed an interest in establishing camping and 
trail access within the Cultural Preserve (see Response # 65); however, establishment of such 
uses in that area would conflict with CSP Mission and create potentially adverse significant 
affects to natural and cultural resources under CEQA.  Alternatives for equestrian users have 
been created or planned nearby.  Equestrian users will have continued access into the wilderness 
areas at Anza-Borrego Desert State Park and backcountry horse tour concessions are under 
consideration.
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Please see Response #68 on previous Page
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#69.  Please see Response #11.  The 45-day comment period was not extended. This letter was 
received 39 days after the public review period commenced and CSP responded within 1 day of 
your notice that the original CD didn’t work by sending a new CD.  The Notice of Availability 
posted with the Preliminary General Plan/Environmental Impact Report provided the proper 
contact for all questions in reference to locations to review the Preliminary General Plan/DEIR.
Although not required to do so, and because hard copy reproductions costs were high ($45.00 
cost to the State), CSP sent courtesy copies of the Preliminary General Plan/DEIR on CD to 
interested organizations in an effort to provide a cost-effective copy to those that requested it.
Because of different computer compatibilities, some were unable to open the CDs; therefore CSP 
made new CDs and re-sent them within a week.
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#70.  Please see Responses #40, #43 and #46. CSP respectfully disagrees with your statements 
regarding park visitor records.  A department wide visitation count process is used by the rangers 
at Anza-Borrego Desert State Park.  The Park has been divided into 11 different sectors in which 
visitation data is collected. At the end of each month, rangers turn in recorded counts of 
visitation from each of the 11 sectors.  These visitor statistics show overall park trends, park 
visitation is highly erratic with the peak single day visitation at the visitor center of over 7,000 
people during a weekend in prime wildflower season.  The park is extremely large and visitors 
disperse to many geographic locations.

#71.  Please see Response  #44.

#72.  Please see Response  #45.

#73.  Please see Response  #46.
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#74.  Please see Response  #47.

#75.  Please see Response  #48.

#76.   Please see Response  #49.

#77.  Please see Response  #50.
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#78.  Please see Response  #51.

#79.  Please see Response  #52.
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#80.  Please see Response  #53.

#81.  Please see Response  #54.

#82.  Please see Response  #55.
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#83.  Please see Response  #56.

#84.  Please see Response  #57.

#85.  Please see Response  #58.
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#86.  Please see Responses #40, #43, #46, and #70.  Visitation numbers are based on park staff 
and volunteer counts within the entire Park, not just at specific points.  A department wide 
visitation count process is used to record data and a report of these totals is turned in each month.
The visitor center and campgrounds have the most accurate visitation data in the Park.  Visitation 
numbers are used to reflect current park trends. 

#87.  CSP respectfully disagrees.  The Park Mission Statement was developed by park staff and 
was implemented prior to the development of the General Plan.  The Mission of the Park is clear
in covering the array of issues that face managers of the Park every day.  This document will 
serve as a management tool for Anza-Borrego Desert State Park over the many years to come 
and must effectively cover the relevant issues.

#88.  Please see Response #54.  CSP has and continues to make efforts to foster relationships 
within the vast community of those who enjoy the desert environment.  This includes various 
educational, non-profit, vendor, and specialized groups.  Additionally, CSP has an active 
partnership program with a variety of businesses, non-profits and public agencies through 
concession contracts, cooperative agreements and operating agreements regulated by California 
Public Resources Code § 5080 et Seq.  Currently there are over 200 such partnership contractors 
operating within the state park system.  The mechanism is not only in place but State Parks is 
actively engaged in developing concession contracts for three concessions to provide 
backcountry vehicular tours, equestrian tours or foot tours within Anza-Borrego Desert State 
Park.  Additionally, State Parks is working closely to develop relationships with not only the 
business community but also the community at large in Borrego Springs.  Park staff and their 
families are also a part of the greater Borrego Spring community.  It is important to remember 
that, for the most part, this very rugged park naturally determines limitations on types of use and 
ability levels necessary to see various areas; to modify that would, in many cases, negatively
effect visitors’ experiences.
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#89.  Thank you for your overall support of the Plan.  However, CSP respectfully disagrees with 
the statement “It is sad when the truth is buried rather than dealt with head on” in regards to 
potent ial growth impacts under CEQA.  Under CEQA, the growth analysis is limited to the 
project and its cumulative or reasonably foreseeable effects.  The project is the Anza-Borrego
Desert State Park General Plan, a plan which limits both the amount of land ava ilable for 
camping or other intensive activities to small areas, and also the number of visitor serving 
facilities (Please see Table 6.8).  The Park is situated near population centers that have been 
growing rapidly and are expected to continue this growth but this growth is an existing (and 
expected condition) separate from the project action.  The project action (approval of the General 
Plan) will provide guidance for recreational activities and protection of resources, will allow 
limited new facilities, and will not provide substantial new housing, employment or remove an 
obstacle to growth (per CCC Title 14, §15126.2(d)) and therefore does not contribute to 
significant growth inducement.
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Please see Response # 89 on the previous Page
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#90.  In response to increasing visitor numbers, State Parks increased the distribution of the Park 
newspapers to 100,000 and has placed them at businesses in Ocotillo and Borrego Springs, Agua 
Caliente County Park and store, and the Vallecito Stage Station County Park.  Additional 
information will also be made available at the future Information/Entrance Zones for visitors 
entering the Park.  This need was identified during the General Plan development and public 
workshops.  CSP will strive to improve park services for the public at various park entrances.

#91.  Please see responses #37.9 and #54.  CSP encourages volunteer efforts that are compatible 
with the Park Mission.  Please also refer to Section 3.3.1.11, Infrastructure and Operations, 
which discusses California State Park’s goals and guidelines for maintaining access in Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park.
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#92.  Please see Response # 40.  A General Plan is required for every park unit and outlines
appropriate goals and guidelines for not only recreation and development, but for resource 
restoration and preservation as well. This General Plan follows the intent of the Public Resources 
Code, and is consistent with the CSP’ adopted planning process, which evaluates the natural and 
cultural resources side by side with other planning factors, to create a more holistic and 
integrated planning approach (Departmental Notice #99-07, approved by the Director on April 
27, 1999). CSP has found this to be the most effective process to assure natural and cultural 
resources protection while assuring needed public access and services. 

#93.  Please see Response #65. Designated camping and/or potential camping areas, as well as 
areas of “open camping” are delineated on Figure 7.6 and Table 6.6.  The General Plan provides 
for “riding on designated unpaved roads and trails” throughout all management zones (see Figure 
7.6 and Table 6.6) except for cultural preserves, which are restricted by the Public Resources 
Code Section 5019.74.  [However, adjacent to the proposed San Felipe Cultural Preserve (see 
Page 3-16), a Focused-Use Zone II is proposed that will provide for equestrian staging and 
access to the Pacific Crest Trail (see Figure 7.10 “Sentenac Canyon”)].  During the Camping 
Management Plan, this area could be identified as a needed support site for Pacific Crest Trail 
users.  With the exception of the Cultural Preserve, riding on designated unpaved roads and trails 
is provided for in all areas of the Park and is consistent with the “no project” alternative (no 
General Plan) and/or current management of the Park under state park and state wilderness 
classifications subject to CCR Title 14 § 4359.  The disposition of individual roads and trails will 
be subject to the proposed Roads Management Plan and Trails Management Plan (See General 
Plan Sections 3.4.2 and 3.4.3).
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#94.  The enclosed comments were the same as the Citizen’s Against Recreational Eviction 
letter.  Please refer to that letter or Pages 2 through 7 of the San Diego Off Road Coalition letter 
for content and responses.  Please see Response #43-58 & #70.
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