General Plan

State of California — The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

George Deukmejian
Governor

Gordon Van Vieck
Secretary for Resources

. _— Henry R. Agonia
State Parks and Recreation Commission Approval — April 1988 Director



STATE OF CALIFORNIA—RESOURCES AGENCY GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

STATE PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

P.O. Box 942896, SACRAMENTO, CA 94296-0001

Resolution 6-88
adopted by the
CALIFORNIA STATE PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
at its regular meeting in San Luis Obispo on
April 8, 1988

WHEREAS, the Director of the Department of Parks and
Recreation has presented to this Commission for approval
the proposed General Plan for Los Osos Oaks State Reserve;
and :

. WHEREAS, this reflects long-range development plans
to provide for optimum use and enjoyment of this unit as
well as the protection of its quality;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California
State Park and Recreation Commission hereby approves the
Department of Parks and Recreation’s Los 0sos Oaks State
Reserve Preliminary General Plan, dated November 1987,
including the appendix, and language prohibiting bicycles
and motorized vehicles, subject environmental changes as
the Director of Parks and Recreation determine advisable
and necessary to implement the provisions and objectives of
said plan.






LOS 0SOS OAKS STATE RESERVE

GENERAL PLAN

September 1991

MORRO BAY AREA STATE PARK UNITS GENERAL PLAN

Volume 1

State of California
Pete Wilson, Governor

The Resources Agency
Douglas P. Wheeler, Secretary

Debartment of Parks and Recreation
Henry Agonia, Director

Department of Parks and Recreation
P.0. Box 942896
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001



ii



CONTENTS

SUMMARY .
UNIT DESCRIPTION.

INTRODUCTION. .
Purpose of Plan. . . . .
Objectives of the Plan .
The Planning Process .
General Plan E]ements .
Public Involvement.
Agency Coordination .

RESOURCE ELEMENT.

Resource Summary . .
Natural Resources .
Cultural Resources.
Esthetic Resources.
Recreation Resources.

Resource Policy Formulation.
Classification.
Declaration of Purpose
Zone of Primary Interest.
Resource Management Policies.
Allowable Use Intensity .

LAND USE AND FACILITIES ELEMENT .
Regional Recreation Profile.
Existing Conditions.
Land Use.
Facilities. .
Engineering Evaluation . '
Guidelines for Land Use and Fac111ty Deve1opment .

Recommendations for Land Use and Facility Development.

Implementation Priorities.
Local Coastal Plan Conformance .

INTERPRETIVE ELEMENT.
Objectives .
Interpretive Cons1derat1ons
Interpretive Period.
Interpretive Themes.
Proposed Interpretation.
Interpretive Associations.
Interpretive Concessions .
Interpretive Collections .
Recommendations.

WO WO~

10

10
12

13
15
15
21
22
23
23
23
23
24
24
32

35
37
38
38
38
39
40
41
42
42

43
45
45
46
46
47
48
48
48
49



Page

OPERATIONS ELEMENT. . .« .« v v v e v v e e e e e e e e e e e e 51
Existing Situation . . . e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 5%
General Plan Imp]ementat1on e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 55
Visitor Safety . . . « ¢ v o o o o oo e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 56

CONCESSIONS ELEMENT . . . . v v e e v v v e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 57
Definition . . e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 59
General Concess1on Po]1c1es .o 3
Current and Recommended Concess1ons e e e e e e e e e e e 60

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ELEMENT. . . . . e e e e e e e e e 51
Comments and Responses to Comments e e e e e e e e e e e 67

APPENDIX. . . . O RO ¢
Sample User Survey O L0
General Plan NewsTletters . . . . « v v v v v v v v v e e e e 107

SELECTED REFERENCES . . . v v v e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 128

List of Maps and Figures

Map No
1 Vicinity Map . . . e e e e e e e e e s e 5
¢ Allowable Use Intenswty . O C )
3 Existing Land Use and Fac111t1es O R
4 Proposed Land Use and Facilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135
Fig. No
1 Park Operations Organizational Structure . . . . . . . . . . . 53

iv



LOS OSOS OAKS STATE RESERVE

SUMMARY






SUMMARY OF GENERAL PLAN PROPOSALS

Long-range planning proposals for Los 0sos Qaks State Reserve, located in San
Luis Obispo County, are presented in this General Plan, prepared by the
California Department of Parks and Recreation.

This summary provides a quick reference to all proposals. The reader should
refer to the separate sections of the plan for details of individual

proposals. Discussions about land not now owned by the department have been
included. These lands represent potential acquisition opportunities based on
available data. However, the discussions are intended for long-range planning
purposes only, and do not represent an intention or commitment for acquisition.

When fully implemented, the plan's proposals will improve visitor services,
further protect resources, and help offset additional expenses.

Resource Management

Due to the fact that this unit is classified as a state reserve, a number of
existing general policies are in effect that provide for more stringent
protection of natural and cultural resources than for other units in the State
Park System. In addition to these, specific policies proposed in this plan
are:

-—  Protect existing water features and water quality within the reserve.

--  Provide for the monitoring, reporting, and protection of the
reserve's archeological resources.

-—  Make provisions for the discovery of paleontological resources.

-— Minimize soil loss due to erosion and provide for the preservation
and restoration of soil integrity in the reserve.

-—  Provide for the control or removal of German ivy, eucalyptus, and
other invasive exotic plant species in the reserve.

-— Develop a management plan to protect the integrity of the riparian
ecosystem within the reserve, and expand it through acquisition if
possible.

-—  Protect the reserve's significdnt lichen communities.

--~ Develop a prescribed fire management program.

-— Develop a wildfire management plan in cooperation with other
appropriate agencies.

- Prohibit bicycles and horses in order to protect the reserve's
natural features.

--  Develop an oak management plan to ensure the perpetuation of oaks in
the reserve.



-—  Require systematic surveys for rare and endangered plants.
-— Restore altered natural habitats as nearly as possible.

- Provide for the development of managehent plans for threatened or
endangered animals when appropriate.

Land Use and Facilities

Low-intensity day uses are all that will be allowed at Los Osos Oaks State
Reserve. Facilities will be limited only to those required to enable visitors
to see, enjoy, and understand the resources:

--  Develop new parking area to replace the one that will be eliminated
due to road widening (8-12 spaces).

--  Install unit identification sign.
-—  Construct exhibit shelter at new parking area.

-- Install signs and/or fencing where necessary to control the
destruction of natural values.

-—  Extend trail system to other areas of the unit.

-— - Acquire additional land to develop facilities that will not
negatively impact natural and cultural values.

-—  Install enclosure for portable restrooms.

Interpretation

These proposals will improve educational and informational opportunities at
the unit, so the public's recreational experience can be enhanced:

-~ Develop a series of orientation and interpretive panels that can be
rotated seasonally.

-- Improve and maintain existing interpretive trail signs.

-— Develop more intepretive literature highlighting the resources of
the unit.

--  Update the teacher's guide to encourage and facilitate visitation by
school groups.

- Encourage the recruitment of more volunteers.

~—  Schedule more interpretive walks and talks as visitor interest
warrants.



~5ToMonterey Wh le Pock
, ole Roc
:\~ Cayucos \\f\\’\ Reserva/r

A\
\

MORRO N
STRAND R\
STATE BEACH \\

L

{~To 4tascadero
ond Hwy. 10/

Scale in Miles

Pacific

0 7o Son L wus Obispo

anf/meégéj

MORRO BAY
STATE PARK

Ocean

lvmp:

050‘?
LOS 0SOS OAKS
STATE<\

RESERVE ~_/

Figure — 1

VICINITY MAP
5



UNIT DESCRIPTION

Location: San Luis Obispo County, eight miles west of the City of San Luis
Obispo, on the eastern edge of the unincorporated community of Los 0Osos.

Size: 85.1 acres of land in an L-shaped configuration.

Topography: Gently sloping, generally from west to east, with very sandy
soils. Los Osos Creek borders the eastern edge of the unit.

Vegetation: A dense coast live oak forest dominates most of the unit. This
is broken in several areas with openings of coastal sage scrub-type vegetation.

Existing Facilities: There are no permanent structures or developed
utilities. The reserve is served by a small roadside parking area and a short
interpretive loop trail. :

Existing Operation: The reserve is operated by DPR's San Luis Obispo Coast
District. The nearest State Park System units are Morro Bay State Park, three
miles to the north, and Montana de Oro State Park, one mile southwest.
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INTRODUCTION

Purpose of the Plan

This General Plan establishes guidelines for the long-term use, management,
and development of Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. It has been prepared by the
California Department of Parks and Recreation in compliance with Public
Resources Code Section 5002.2. The law requires approval of the General Plan
by the California State Park and Recreation Commission prior to budgeting any
development that would constitute a permanent commitment of natural or
cultural resources.

The plan summarizes the available information about the unit, documenting the
planning process and the relevant data used in making land use decisions and
management and development proposals. As conditions change, the plan may be
reviewed and updated as necessary to responsibly guide departmental actions at
the reserve. The plan, however, is not meant to provide detailed plans for
site development, resource management, or unit operation and maintenance.
These details should be provided at the time actual funding and implementation
occur.

Discussions about land not owned by the Department of Parks and Recreation
have been included. These lands represent potential acquisition
opportunities, based on available data. However, the discussions are intended
for long-range planning purposes only and do not represent an intention or
commitment for acquisition.

Objectives of the Plan

The Génera] Plan-attempts to meet the following broad objectives:
1. Preserve and perpetuate the natural and cultural resources.

2. Manage the unit in a manner consistent with its classification as a
state reserve.

3. Protect and perpetuate the prime resource value in the unit, the
coast live oak forest.

4. Develop only low-intensity day-use facilities due to the limited
size and sensitive nature of the reserve.

5. Provide appropriate interpretive services and facilities for
educational and recreational purposes.

6. Minimize environmental damage caused by recreation use and
development.

7. Monitor trail use and periodically reassess the ability of the
resources to absorb the use they are receiving, and adjust trail use
as necessary to adequately protect resource values.



The Planning Process

The development of this General Plan has been part of a larger planning effort
for all state park units in this area. This effort is broadly referred to as
the Morro Bay Area State Park Units General Plan and includes Los 0Osos Oaks
State Reserve, Morro Strand State Beach, Atascadero State Beach, Montana de
Oro Staté Park, and Morro Bay State Park.

The planning process included a comprehensive evaluation of all available
resource and recreation information. Based upon this evaluation, a number of
plan alternatives were prepared. These were again analyzed in cooperation
with local agencies, interest groups, and the public. A single plan then
emerged which we considered to offer the optimum halance between resource
preservation and providing public access and educational opportunities.

General Plan Elements

This plan is a culmination of this effort with respect to Los Osos QOaks State
Reserve and is divided into the following elements:

0 Resource Flement - Evaluates the natural and cultural resources of
the reserve and sets policies for protection, restoration, and use
of these resources.

o) Land Use and Facilities Element - Evaluates existing land use and
facilities and describes proposed land use and facilities that are
consistent with the unit's resources and visitor needs.

o} Interpretive Element - Establishes interpretive themes and
recommends methods for interpretation of the unit's natural and
cultural values.

o} Operations Element - Describes specific operational and maintenance
requirements of the unit and establishes operational guidelines for
implementation of the plan.

0 Concessions Element - Evaluates existing and potential concession
activities and establishes guidelines consistent with the
classification of the unit.

o] Environmental Impact Element - In conjunction with the General Plan,
serves as the Draft Environmental Impact Report required by the
California Environmental Quality Act. It assesses environmental
effects and proposes mitigation measures and alternatives.

Public Involvement

The public played a major role in creating this plan. From the outset, the
planning team attempted to identify all parties interested in or affected by
this plan, and to encourage their participation in the decision-making
process. An active mailing list of over 800 names was developed, and more



than 5,000 user surveys were distributed at the state parks within the study
area. Public workshops were held at three critical stages in the plan's
evolution, and newsletters were sent to all on the mailing list four times to
keep the public informed throughout the process. (See Appendix A for sample
user surveys and newsletters.)

An initial newsletter was sent out after completion of the information
gathering period. It summarized the information we had received through the
user surveys and informed everyone of our planning process and our first
public workshop.

The first public workshop was held on November 12, 1986 in Los 0Osos. The
purpose of the workshop was to present the Draft Resource Element and to allow
us to communicate with interested groups, individuals, and agencies to learn
more specifically about the issues and concerns they felt should be dealt
with. One hundred twelve people were in attendance, actively and openly
sharing many concerns.

Issue 2 of the newsletter reported the comments, concerns, and ideas expressed
by participants at the first public workshop. It also described the next
phase of the process and informed everyone of the next public meeting.

The planning team then fook the wealth of information and ideas that had been
generated and synthesized it into a series of alternative plans. These were
presented at a second public workshop on March 18, 1987. This meeting
attracted well over 200 participants. A wide range of opinions and
suggestions were received. The third issue of the newsletter summarized this
input. ,

The planning team then embarked on the tasks of taking the many proposals
received from the second public workshop and developing them into a single
plan for the reserve.

The single plan was then announced in the fourth issue of the newsletter and
was presented for evaluation at a third series of public meetings held on
September 1 and 2, 1987. Approximately 50 people attended each of these
meetings. The plan was reevaluated after the meetings, appropriate changes
were made, and the preliminary General Plan and Environmental Impact Element
were issued in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act for
review and comment.

In addition to the newsletters sent out by the planning team, news releases
were distributed before each public meeting, resulting in numerous newspaper
articles and radio and television announcements. The meetings were attended
by a broad representation of user groups whose enthusiastic and insightful
participation has strongly influenced this plan.

11



Agency Coordination

Valuable input was also solicited and received through coordination with the
following agencies:

o] San Luis Obispo County
Department of Planning and Building
Park Facilities Division
Engineering Department
Department of General Services

0 California Department of Fish and Game

0 California Coastal Commission

o} Pacific Bell Telephone

0 Pacific Gas and Electric

0 California City Water Company

0 State Water Quality Control Board
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RESQURCE ELEMENT

This Resource Element was prepared to meet requirements set forth in

Section 5002.2, Subsection (b) of Division 5, Chapter 1 of the Public
Resources Code and Chapter 1, Section 4332 of Title 14 of the California
Administrative Code. In compliiance with this section of the Public Resources
Code, the Resource Element sets forth long-range management objectives for the
natural and cultural resources of the unit. Specific actions or limitations
required to achieve these objectives are also set forth in this element;
maintenance operations and details of resource management are left for
inclusion in specific resource management programs, which will be prepared at
a later date.

This element also identifies specific resource sensitivities and physical
constraints, and establishes the department's guidelines for acceptable levels
of development and use with respect to these concerns.

The Resource Element has two main parts. The first is a brief summary of the
unit's resources. More detailed information on these subjects is on file with
the Department of Parks and Recreation. The second part deals with policy
formulation, which begins with unit classification and declaration of purpose
and concludes with specific resource management policies. '

Resource Summary

Natural Resources

Topography

Los Osos Oaks State Reserve is located on the central California coast within
the southern end of the Coast Ranges Geomorphic Province. In the area of the
state reserve, the principal ranges are the northernmost Santa Lucia Range
trending northwest to southeast and the Irish Hills of the San Luis Range
paralleling the Santa Lucia Range to the south. Between these two ranges lies
the Los Osos Valley, bordered on the west by Estero Bay and the Pacific Ocean,
and on the southeast by the San Luis Valley.

Located one mile to the southeast of the town of Los Osos, the reserve is an
L-shaped piece of property including 85.1 acres of heavily vegetated land. It
lies in the Los Osos Valley, close to the steep slopes of the Irish Hills of
the San Luis Range to the south. The elevation of the unit is from about

70 feet at its eastern boundary along Los Osos Creek, up a gradual slope to
240 feet above sea level at its southwestern corner. The aspect of these
slopes is north-facing in the western portion of the unit, and east-facing in
the eastern portion.

Meteorology

The Morro Bay area has a Mediterranean climate, which is characterized by mild
temperatures with little diurnal fluctuation, moist winters, and warm, dry
summers. Low cloudiness or fog often occurs along the coast during the summer,
with an average frequency of 200-250 hours per month. The average annual
temperature ranges from 569F to 60°F, with maximums of 650 - 709F in



summer and 50s - low 60s in the winter. There are usually 40 to 50 days per
year with measurable precipitation; rainfall averages approximately 19 inches
annually at Los 0sos. The Los Osos Valley has a microclimate of strong, cool,
‘onshore winds during the summer.

Los 0sos Oaks State Reserve is located in the Non-Salinas Valley sub-area of
the South Central Coast Air Basin. The major pollutants monitored within this
basin are ozone, carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide,
hydrocarbons, and total suspended particulate matter (TSP). The Non-Salinas
Valley sub-area meets state and federal standards for ozone, carbon monoxide,
and nitrogen dioxide; the sub-area is unclassified for TSP and sulfur dioxide.

Hydrology

Los Osos Oaks State Reserve is situated within the San Luis Obispo Hydrologic
Unit of the Central Coastal Drainage Province. The San Luis Obispo Hydrologic
Unit covers 780 square miles on the western slopes of the Santa Lucia Range,
extending from the Monterey-San Luis Obispo County line to the western drainage
divide of the Santa Maria River. It is characterized by mountainous and hilly
terrain, with many small stream valleys. Los Osos Oaks State Reserve is in
the Los Osos Hydrologic Subarea of the San Luis Obispo Hydrologic Subunit.

The unit is bordered on the east side by Los Osos Creek just after the creek
leaves the Irish Hills on the south on its way to Morro Bay. The sandy soil
of the area offers little resistance to winter floods, resulting in scouring
and downcutting of Los Osos Creek. Other surface hydrological features are
seeps and a spring, evidence of a high water table, particularly in wet
weather. A high percentage of the precipitation infiltrates into the highly
permeable old sand dunes, so surface runoff is negligible, and most of the
water ends up in ground water aquifers. A small 100-year floodplain has been
estimated and mapped along Los Osos Creek that includes the reserve property
immediately bordering the creek.

Underlying the unit is the Los Osos Valley ground water basin which is held in
recent alluvium and upper Pleistocene sand dunes with underlying lower
Pleistocene Paso Robles water-bearing sediments. Precipitation is the main
source of recharge through the flat lowlands of Los Osos Creek and its
tributaries. The water table level fluctuates; it is generally higher in the
spring than in the fall, and the overall subsurface flow is toward Morro Bay
with localized depressions due to pumping.

Residences adjacent to the reserve discharge their wastes through septic tank
filter field systems, contributing to a widespread and complex water quality
problem. Although the additional water entering the aquifers has been
suggested as a possible method of fighting saltwater intrusion into the
coastal extremity of the Los Osos Valley Ground Water Basin, it has adversely
affected the water quality in the area. Septic tank effluent is a possible
source of coliform and iron bacterial pollution and a source of dissolved
salts such as sodium chloride, phosphates, and particularly nitrates.
Additional water can also raise the level of the water table to unnaturally
high levels. These factors can affect the health of the oaks, causing an
increase in root decay disease and foliar diseases, and a possible impairment
of the mycorrhizal-oak roots relationship.
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Geology

The Coast Ranges geomorphic province is made up of rocks of widely differing
origins -- the Franciscan Complex representing a subduction zone complex, the
Great Valley Sequence representing forearc basin sediments, and plutonic and
metamorphic rocks of the Salinian Block representing a magmatic island arc.
These rocks formed at roughly the same time during the Late Mesozoic as the
eastward-spreading Farallon Plate collided with the North American Plate.
Current geological theory holds that the thinner, denser oceanic Farallon
Plate was subducted beneath the thick North American Plate and subsequently
partially accreted to the continent as the accumulated sediments were scraped
off, overridden, and sheared by the large-scale tectonic forces. As the
Farallon Plate was "consumed," strike-slip movement began as a result of
northwest movement of the Pacific Plate and eastern movement of the North
American Plate. This later strike-slip movement juxtaposed rocks in
incongruous relation to each other.

No bedrock is exposed at Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. Although the bedrock is
projected to be either Franciscan melange or Type 2 greywacke, the entire unit
is blanketed with thick sand deposits, entirely stabilized by vegetation.
Alluvial deposits have been mapped east of Los Osos Creek.

Soils

Los Osos Oaks State Reserve is located within the southernmost tip of the
Northwestern Coastal Ranges Soil Region (Soil Region I), which is characterized
by steep mountain ranges and small valleys. Five soil map units are found
within the boundaries of the reserve: Baywood fine sand both in the 2-9%

slope class and in the 9-15% slope class, Concepcion loam, drained Marimel
silty clay ioam, and Salinas silty clay loam.

Baywood fine sand, with slope from 2-9% in the north and eastern parts of the
reserve to 9-15% in the southern and central parts, is the dominant soil. It
is a gently rolling soil formed in deposits of wind-blown sand and supporting
dune oak scrub and the reserve's unique coast live oak forest. This soil
repels water when dry but has a rapid intake rate and rapid permeability once
it is moist, and would result in poor filter performance for septic tank
absorption fields and a possible threat of groundwater contamination. The
excessively sandy nature of the soil causes cut banks to cave in and is a
consideration in any planning for recreational development. The soil has the
potential for seepage and piping problems if used as a site for embankments,
dikes, or levees.

Gently sloping (2-5% slope) Concepcion loam is found along the eastern side of
the reserve. Formed in old alluvium weathered from sedimentary rocks, the
vegetation found on this soil type is coastal sage scrub and northern coastal
scrub.  Its high shrink-swell potential and low strength must be considered in
any plans for the building of roads or structures and for its use as a
building material. Very slow permeability can cause improper functioning of
septic tank absorption fields.
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Los Osos Creek, running along the eastern boundary of the unit, is bordered by
Salinas silty clay loam (0-2% slopes), which formed in alluvium weathered from
sedimentary rocks. A small patch of Marimel silty clay loam with similar
origins is found in the northeast corner of the reserve on the banks of Los
Osos Creek. This nearly level soil has been naturally drained because of the
downcutting of Los Osos Creek. Riparian vegetation is found growing on both
of these soil types. The Salinas silty clay loam erodes easily, a
consideration in planning for paths and trails, and both soils exhibit slow
‘permeability, low strength, and a tendency for piping -- lTimitations to
consider when designing roads or buildings.

Plant Life

Los 0sos Oaks State Reserve is within the Central Coast Floristic Region of
the California Floristic Province. Because of the relative stability of the
climate, as well as habitat diversity, the Central Coast Floristic Region is
one of the richer areas in endemic taxa in California.

Five major plant communities are represented in Los 0sos Oaks State Reserve:
coastal sage scrub, central coastal scrub, dune oak scrub, coast live oak
forest, and riparian. '

Coastal sage scrub, also called "soft chaparral,” occurs on south-facing
slopes, in areas with thin soil and good drainage, and in areas of recent
disturbance.

Coastal sage scrub vegetation is composed of dense, highly-branched, semi-
woody, drought-deciduous shrubs. Within Los Osos Oaks State Reserve, it is
dominated by California sagebrush (Artemisia californica), black sage (Salvia
mellifera), and buckbrush (Ceanothus cuneatus var. fascicularis). Associated
species include holly-leaf cherry (Prunus ilicifolia), mock heather

(Haplopappus ericoides), and coast buckwheat (Eriogonum parvifolium).

Central coastal scrub is denser than coastal sage scrub and can be shorter in
stature. Dominant species include sticky bush monkeyflower (Mimulus
aurantiacus), poison oak (Toxicodendron diversilobum), and coyote bush
(Baccharis pilularis var. consanguinea). Coyote bush also occurs as scattered
shrubs on the banks of Los Osos Creek where it is associated with arroyo
willow (Salix lasiolepis) and giant horsetail (Equisetum telmateia var.
braunii). Annual grasses in this area include slender wild oat (Avena
barbata), soft chess (Bromus mollis), and ripgut brome (Bromus rigidus).

Dune oak scrub is characterized by dwarf coast 1ive oaks (Quercus agrifolia)
found on relict sand dunes. These trees occur as large, multibranched shrubs
6 to 8 feet high. The dwarf oaks are associated with buckbrush and holly-leaf
cherry and form dense, impenetrable vegetation.

Coast live oak forest occurs in areas with greater levels of soil moisture.
The closed canopy forest consists of large, multitrunked trees, 20 to 25 feet
high, and a sparse, herbaceous understory. Understory species include miner's
lettuce (Montia perfoliata), bracken fern (Pteridium aquilinum var.
pubescens), poison oak, and crimson sage (Salvia spathacea).
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Riparian vegetation occurs along seepage areas and the banks of Los 0sos
Creek. Dominant species along Los Osos Creek include sycamore (Platanus
racemosa), arroyo willow, red willow (Salix lasiandra), and black cottonwood
(Populus trichocarpa). Deep undercutting by the creek has precluded
development of a dense riparian woodland. Seepage areas support western
dogwood (Cornus occidentalis) and stinging nettle (Urtica holosericea).

No rare, threatened, or endangered plant species are reported from this unit.
The coast live oak forest and scrub vegetation found in this state reserve are
of interpretive and scientific interest. Also of scientific interest are the
diversity and distribution of lichens within the unit. Three species of
lichens are restricted to Los Osos Oaks State Reserve, and are not currently
known at any other location.

German ivy (Senecio mikanioides), an exotic species, is established in the
understory of the coastal live oak forest adjacent to Los Osos Creek in the
southern.portion of the unit. Other exotics include veldt grass (Ehrharta
calycina), filaree (Erodium sp.), and annual grasses. Eucalyptus (Eucalyptus
sp.) was once widespread in the unit. Most of these exotic trees have been

removed by the department; a few remain in the western portion of the reserve.

Animal Life

Los Osos Oaks State Reserve is an area of surprisingly high biotic diversity
for a unit of its small size. Four biotic communities are represented within
the unit boundaries: the coast live oak woodland, coastal dune chaparral,
grassland, and riparian woodland.

The coast live oak woodland provides food, such as resident insects and acorns,
and cover, including shade and nest sites. Bird species taking advantage of
these resources include plain titmouse, western flycatcher, common flicker,

and Nuttall's woodpecker. The bulky stick nests of the dusky-footed woodrat
indicate its presence, and other, less obvious mammals include the deer mouse,
California pocket mouse, striped skunk, deer, and gray fox.

Flowers of the coastal dune chaparral attract many nectivorous insects and
birds. The Anna's and the Allen's hummingbirds are the most notable. Other
birds include ground-foraging species, such as the California thrasher,
California quail, and brown towhee. Characteristic reptiles are the southern
alligator lizard and the western fence lizard, while mammalian 1ife includes
the brush mouse, California mouse, brush rabbit, and deer. Predators in this
biome are the western rattlesnake, bobcat, and coyote.

The grassland biotic community occurs on the eastern side of the reserve. The
seeds and grains produced by the forbs and grasses that make up the flora of
this community provide a ready source of food for wildlife, but opportunities
for cover are limited. Animal 1ife found in the grassland biome includes many
insect species, such as field crickets and several kinds of grasshoppers, and
many rodents, including the western harvest mouse, deer mouse, and California
ground squirrel. Common reptiles include the western fence lizard and the
common kingsnake. Birds of the grassland include the mourning dove, Brewer's
blackbird, and dark-eyed junco. At the top of the food web, the predators of



the grassland are active both night and day. Diurnally, birds of prey such as
the red-tailed hawk and the American kestrel search for prey; nocturnally, the
barn owl, the bobcat, and the coyote visit the area to forage.

The riparian woodland with its constant supply of water and lush vegetation
offers wildlife a very productive and diverse biome.- While some species are
resident in this community, animals from surrounding communities also utilize
the riparian resources for food gathering as well as shelter from predators or
from the heat of the summer sun. A wide variety of wildlife may be found in
the riparian area. Many insects, dragonflies for example, have an aquatic
larval stage in their life cycle. Flies and butterflies are prevalent, the
flies providing food for amphibians and reptiles, such as the Pacific tree
frog and the western skink, and for insectivorous birds, such as the western
flycatcher, yellow-rumped warbler, and common bushtit. The rufous-sided
towhee, the house finch, the mockingbird, and the great horned owl are vocal
members of the avifauna. Mammals characteristic of the riparian areas include
the deer mouse, dusky-footed woodrat, opossum, and raccoon. The domestic cat,
infiltrating from the nearby urban area, occurs as a predator and may put
undue predation pressure on the native wildlife.

The wildlife species composition of the area today is very similar to the past
except for the absence of a very notable predator, the grizzly bear.
Urbanization and development are just recently making an impact on the native
animal 1ife of the area, indirectly by affecting the water quantity and
quality of Los Osos Creek, and directly by habitat loss, disturbance due to
increased human access, the introduction of the domestic cat as a predator,
and competition for resources with introduced species, such as the house
sparrow and the starling. '

The reserve is within the historical range of the federally-listed endangered
Morro Bay kangaroo rat and may still fulfill habitat requirements for this rare
rodent. Other species of special concern that may occur within the unit are
the Morro blue butterfly, Cooper's hawk, and northern harrier or marsh hawk.

Ecology

Three major types of vegetation, made up of five plant communities described
previously, have developed within Los Osos Oaks State Reserve: coastal scrub,
broadleaf evergreen forest, and streambank woodland and forest. The scrub and
forest communities represent presumed successional stages in relation to
geologic substrate in the Morro Bay area. The Los Osos area is situated on a
lowland mantled by ancient dunes and forms the eastern boundary of a large
Pleistocene deposit of deep, loose sand. The vegetation on the ancient sand
sheet is dominated by woody species with an admixture of coast Tive oak, dune
shrubs, and chaparral.

The plant communities in the unit provide important wildlife habitats.
Numerous species of birds can be observed and are, in general, species
characteristic of chaparral communities. The dense cover and abundant food
supply also support several species of small mammals, as well as providing
potential habitat for the Morro Bay kangaroo rat. The Morro Bay kangaroo rat
is endemic to the Morro Bay area; its historical distribution coincides with
the extent of the ancient sand sheet. Plants used as food by the kangaroo rat
are found in the unit.
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For management purposes, three ecological units have been identified within
Lo§ Osos Oaks State Reserve: riparian areas, coastal scrub, and oak forest.
Principal considerations in managing these units include depletion of the
water supply through agricultural pumping, coliform contamination of seepage
areas, the reintroduction of fire into the scrub communities, and the
assessment of the area for Morro Bay kangaroo rat habitat.

Cultural Resources

Archeological Sites

Four prehistoric archeological sites were recorded during a recent complete
survey of this unit. These sites consist mostly of shellfish fragments and a
limited amount of chipped stone debris, set on Pleistocene sand dunes apart
from the groves of Tive oaks. One of the sites has been regularly subjected
to illegal surface collecting and minor excavations.

Ethnographic Background

The Native American people who inhabited the central California coast prior to
the Euroamerican period were known as the Chumash. The accounts of the early
Spanish explorers depict sharp contrasts between the Chumash groups along the
Santa Barbara Channel and those inhabiting the territory north of Point
Conception. Cabrillo commented on the number and size of the villages found
along the Santa Barbara Channel and the lack of villages on the coast north of
Point Conception. Fages, a member of Portola's 1769 expedition, described the
large villages found along the channel, all having populations in excess of
400, as pueblos. North of Point Conception, Fages depicted habitation sites
as small or insignificant villages. The inhabitants were characterized as
"very poor ill-conditioned Indians;" there is mention of a village without
houses at Morro Bay.

Fages noted that the large villages along the channel had chiefs or captains
(wot). The chief's primary role was that of military commander. The position
was for life, and the individual had absolute, total independence. There is
reference in the early Spanish accounts to only one captain or wot among all
of the Northern Chumash; his name was Buchon. The Spaniards were told that
Buchon, whose village was near Pismo Beach, took tribute for 20 leagues in all
directions.

Based on archeclogical evidence and early ethnographic accounts, the Northern
and Southern Chumash apparently shared similar food procurement and processing
strategies. An extensive array of traps, nets, disguises, blinds, missiles
and projectiles, fishing gear, and vegetable-gathering equipment was used.

The wide varjety of animals eaten included deer, sea mammals, bear, dog, wolf,
fox, puma, skunk, raccoon, rodent, rabbit, mole, eagle, buzzard, snake, fish,
and shellfish. Grinding implements, earth ovens, stone boiling in baskets,
sun and smoke drying, as well as other implements and techniques, were used in
food preparation.

Structures used by the Northern and Southern Chumash included ceremonial
sweathouses, domed and conical buildings, and communal houses. The remains of
a dwelling were excavated in 1961. The structure was circular, 25 to 30 feet
in diameter. Archeological evidence indicates that it was dome shaped.
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A1l of the coastal Chumash groups fished. Ethnographic accounts and faunal
remains from excavated sites indicate that both the Northern and Channe!
Chumash used weir traps; dip, drag, gill, and seine nets; and hooks and

lines. Hooks were made from cactus spines, shell, and bone. Spears and
harpoons were also used. Both groups probably used the kelp fishery
year-round. Channel Chumash, the only group to build and use the tomol (plank
canoe), had access to the more seasonally available larger pelagic species,
such as tuna and swordfish. Both the Channel and Northern Chumash used tule
and dugout canoes.

Historic Background

What is now Los Osos Oaks State Reserve was once a part of a Mexican land
grant, Canada de los Osos, given provisionally to Victor Linares in 1842.
Linares sold the grant before it was legally his. The land grant was
rightfully confirmed to John Wilson and James Scott who bought out Linares in
September 1843. Wilson resided at Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo, but more
usually in the master's cabin of a schooner. 1In 1845, Wilson had an adobe
ranch house built north of the reserve (the current Turri site). MWhen Wilson
visited his holdings in this part of the country, he resided there. Wilson
bought out Scott in mid-1848.

Upon his death in October 1861, Wilson left the land of Canada de los 0sos to
his wife, Ramona Carrillo Wilson, and their son, John Wilson, Junior. John
Senior had sent John Junior to school in England, and retained his stepson,
Romualdo Pacheco, to serve as John Junior's agent. Two years after John
Senior's death, Ramona gave her half of the land to Pacheco. In 1865,
Romualdo Pacheco, who was then serving as state treasurer, bought out his half
brother's interest. The day the deal was recorded in county records, Pacheco
sold the property to Timothy Phelps of San Mateo County. Eighteen months
later, Phelps sold the land to Thomas Hardy. A year later, Hardy sold it all
to William H. Patterson, who broke up Canada de los Osos into farm plots.
Plots 76 and 78 near the coast ultimately became part of the Spooners' Pecho
Ranch and currently are part of Montana de Oro State Park. The Los Osos Oaks
parcel was part of one of the farms. It is amazing that the oaks survived the
land clearing for farming and grazing, which altered the surrounding landscape.

There have been attempts to place historic incidents that occurred on the four
square leagues (18,000 acres) of Canada de los Osos within the current state
reserve boundaries, but no concrete historical evidence exists.

Esthetic Resources

Los Osos Oaks State Reserve is an area of visual and auditory contrasts.

Huge, gnarled trees filter sun through their leaves, creating a dappled mosaic
of light on the ground. Open areas of scrub oak are clothed in hanging
lichens, highlighted by the blues and reds of wildflowers growing near them.
sounds are varied: the rush of wind through the trees and the cathedral-like
stillness when it stops; the crackle of leaves underfoot; the whirring of a
hummingbird in flight; and the gentle tinkling of running water. Mint crushed
underfoot, buckbrush flowers, willows, and coyote brush create a world of
scents.
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Negative esthetic features in the immediate viewshed of Los Osos Oaks State
Reserve include farm buildings and fields on the eastern boundary of the unit,
the adjacent trailer park, and the traffic on Los Osos Valley Road.

Recreation Resources

Los Osos Oaks State Reserve was established in 1974 and is visited annually by
about 5,000 persons. The complex natural resources of this unit provide
excellent opportunities for the study of natural history and related

sciences. Photography, interpretation, environmental education, and hiking
also occur in the reserve. Trails, roadside parking, and an interpretive
panel are the only recreational facilities located in this unit. Because of
the unit's classification as a state reserve, future facility development will
be limited to those facilities that accommodate and encourage daytime public
use and enjoyment of the primary resources.

Resource Policy Formulation

Classification

Classification of a State Park System unit forms the foundation on which all
management and development policies are based. Classification statutes
contained in Article 1.7 of the Public Resources Code specify broad management
objectives and improvements appropriate in a state reserve.

Los Osos State Reserve was acquired by the state in 1972. The unit was
classified by the State Park and Recreation Commission in July 1974.
Classification by the commission established this land as a unit of the State
Park System and directed the department to manage the unit as specified in
Public Resources Code Section 5019.65. This section reads as follows:

The purpose of a state reserve is to preserve its
native ecological associations, unique faunal and floral
characteristics, geologic features, and scenic qualities
in a condition of undisturbed integrity. Resource
manipulations shall be restricted to the minimum requ1red
to negate the deieterious influences of man.

Improvements undertaken shall be for the purpose of
making the area available, on a day-use basis, for public
enjoyment and education in a manner consistent with the
preservation of their natural features. Living and non-
living resources contained within state reserves shall
not be disturbed or removed for other than scientific
or management purposes.

Declaration of Purpose

A declaration of purpose describes the purpose of the unit and identifies the
prime resources, long-range management objectives, and the relationship
between the unit's resources and recreational uses. A declaration of purpose
was written for the state reserve in 1975 but was never presented to the State
Park and Recreation Commission for approval.
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Several changes in the declaration are proposed to clarify the depar?ment's
management goals and objectives. The original and proposed declarations of
purpose for the unit are as follows:

Original:

The purpose of Los 0sos Oaks State Reserve is to make available for the
public, in an essentially natural condition forever, the outstanding
grove of coast live oak with related understory and associated cultural
values which exist in the watershed of Los Osos Creek near its crossing
of Los Osos Valley Road. Only those recreational facilities for day use
which are required to enable the public to see, enjoy, and understand the
oak grove and the cultural values may be permitted.

Proposed:

The purpose of Los Osos Oaks State Reserve is to protect and perpetuate
the prime resource value in the unit, the coast live oak forest, as part
of a healthy natural ecosystem for the enlightenment, inspiration, and
enjoyment of present and future generations. The archeological resources
found in the unit are also significant and shall be protected.

The long-range objectives of the department shall be to manage the unit
in such a manner that the ecological processes function as closely as
feasible to what they would be without modern human disturbance.

Appropriate visitor uses of the unit include only those activities that
allow for and encourage enjoyment of the prime resource values and do not
detract from or degrade the natural or cultural resources.

Zone of Primary Interest

The zone of primary interest is that area outside the unit in which land-use
changes could adversely impact the resources of Los Osos Oaks State Reserve.
This area includes the adjacent community of Los Osos and the Los Osos Creek
watershed. Specific concerns arising from uses on adjacent lands include the
effects of pesticide use on agricultural land to the east, the possible
introduction of feral animals and exotic plants from the residential area to
the west, and the impact of road improvements to Los Osos Valley Road, which
runs along the reserve's northern boundary.

In addition, the department should be concerned about activities on all Tlands,
no matter how far from the unit, that can, through their development and use,
adversely affect the unit's resources and features. Air pollution generated
by the Morro Bay and Diablo Canyon power plants and pollution from other
sources all potentially could affect Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. Department
officials should be aware of these potential threats and take action whenever
possible to minimize them.

Resource Management Policies

Resource management in the State Park System is governed by laws contained in
the Public Resources Code, by regulations in the California Administrative
Code, by directives approved by the department's director, and by policies
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approved by the State Park and Recreation Commission. General policies
retated to the unit classification and the declaration of purpose have been
addressed in previous sections.

Specific departmental Resource Management Directives amplify the legal codes
and provide clear management guidelines. Directives that are especially
pertinent to existing or potential problems related to the management of
resources in Los Osos Oaks State Reserve are:

#6 State Reserves - Development and Resource Manipulation
#33 Exotic Plant Species - Landscaping
#34 Exotic Plants - Elimination
#35 MWildlife Protection
#46 Environmental Quality
#58 Cultural Resource Protection
#59 Underground Work
#70 Archeological Sites

Directives #6, #58, and #59 are particularly relevant to planning issues for
Los 0sos Oaks State Reserve:

(6) Development in state reserves is limited to facilities
required to enable visitors to see, enjoy, and understand
the resources. These generally consist of perimeter access,
interpretive facilities, trails, and overlooks. In state
reserves, resources may not be manipulated or managed to
enhance recreational experiences. Facilities not required
for daytime public use and enjoyment of the primary
resources are not appropriate.

(58) Cultural resources in the State Park System shall be
protected against damaging or degrading influences,
including deterioration or adverse modification of their
environments. ATl evidence of such resources shall be
investigated by qualified personnel, as designated by the
director, before any restoration, reconstruction, or
development is begun. If stabilization of cultural remains
is required to prevent loss or deterioration, it shall be
undertaken in ways that shall not threaten archeological,
historical, or related environmental values.

(59) No underground work, whether original or maintenance,
may be undertaken in the State Park System until clearance
is given by a department archeologist. Emergency work
required to protect the public health and safety may be
undertaken without prior clearance, provided concurrent
notice of the crisis is made to a department archeologist.

In addition to policies, directives, and laws that apply statewide, the

following specific resource policies have been developed for Los Osos Oaks
State Reserve:
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Natural Resources
Hydrologic Resources

The water features in the unit are important to the perpetuation of the
natural and esthetic values at Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. Any significant
alteration of the hydrologic systems supporting these water features, either
within or outside of the unit, may affect them significantly. These impacts
need to be identified, monitored, and prevented or corrected before major
State Park System values of the unit are lost.

Policy: The department shall be actively involved in local activities
and land-use decisions that may result in such adverse impacts on the
unit's water features as stream channelization, diversion, or pollution
sources. Measures to maintain water quality, channel flow, and sediment
rates shall be recommended and supported. No water shall be diverted
within the unit's boundaries that will significantly affect the water
features and the ecosystems they support.

Water Quality

Adjacent to Los Osos Oaks State Reserve are trailer parks. Discharge of the
septic tank filter field systems from these developments contributes to a
widespread and complex water quality problem including possible bacterial
contamination from sewage sources, increased levels of nutrients and salts, and
an additional volume of water increasing the level of the groundwater table.
These factors can have adverse effects on the water quality of the unit and on
the health of the coast live oak resource for which this unit was established.

Policy: The department shall regularly monitor the water resources of

the unit, including the groundwater (the spring) and the surface water

(Los Osos Creek), to determine water quality problems. If problems are
identified, the department shall work with appropriate agencies in San

Luis Obispo County to develop adequate water management plans to reduce
the problems to state-accepted levels.

Pateontological Resources

No fossil resources are known to exist at Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. It is
possible that the sand deposits or alluvial deposits could yield fragmentary
fossil material, although none has ever been reported to date.

Policy: In the event that a fossil discovery is made at Los Osos Oaks
State Reserve, the incident shall be promptly reported to the appropriate
departmental staff person, who will determine the validity and
significance of the discovery and take appropriate protective or
stabilization action.

Mineral Resources
sand has been commercially mined just south of the border of Los Osos Oaks
State Reserve: however, the material is widespread and abundant. If mining

operations were to resume, they would Tikely produce some negative impacts on
the state reserve.
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Policy: The department shall monitor sand mining activities on adjacent
Tands, and shall evaluate potential and actual detrimental effects if
mining should resume. )

Soil Constraints

Some of the soils of Los Osos Oaks State Reserve are poorly suited to the
development of recreation facilities, buildings, and roads. Soil constraints,
cited in the Soil Conservation Service Soil Survey of the coastal part of San
Luis Obispo County, include being too sandy or too clayey and having a high
shrink-swell potential or low strength, which would adversely affect plans for
development of recreational facilities. Some soils have slow permeability and
are poor filters, constraints for use of the soil for sanitary waste

disposal. Other soils exhibit seepage and piping (the formation of subsurface
cavities by water moving through the soil), which undermine their strength.

Policy: Soil characteristics shall be considered in the design and
lTocation of facilities. Soil loss due to erosion caused by facility
development, visitor use, and unit operation and maintenance shall be
monitored and projects shall be implemented when necessary to prevent
soil losses and to restore soil integrity where possible.

Soil Erosion

Trails and streambanks at Los Osos Oaks State Reserve are experiencing
erosion. As visitor use increases, erosion of the sandy soils due to trail
development, foot traffic, horseback riding, and mountain bike use could
accelerate and cause undue damage. It may be necessary to manage those most
severely eroded areas and include soil erosion considerations in future plans
for use of the unit.

Policy: The department shall endeavor to minimize human-caused erosion
at Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. Unnatural or destructive erosion shall
be controlled and prevented by means that are consistent with the goals
of the state reserve. MWhere correction is necessary, all measures used
shall be as unobtrusive as possible, fitting naturally into the
environment, with the objective of restoring the natural condition.

Exotic Plant Species

German ivy, veldt grass, filaree, and annual introduced grasses have become
established at Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. German ivy occurs in the coast
live oak forest. In this area, German ivy is successfully competing with
native understory vegetation, whose perpetuation depends on the control of
this exotic.

Policy: The department shall pursue a long-range objective of removing
German ivy that has become established in the unit. Should additional
exotic species become established in Los Osos Oaks State Reserve, high
priority shall be given to controlling or eradicating where possible
those species that are most invasive and conspicuous in the landscape.
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Eucalyptus

Blue gum (Eucalyptus globulus) has been planted extensively in the Los Osos
area. These trees, native to Australia, are well adapted to the marine
Mediterranean climate and soil conditions found in the area. The species has
become naturalized, reproducing via seed. The species is able to grow rapidly,
quickly overtopping and eventually displacing native vegetation. Left
unchecked, eucalyptus could eventually completely displace the oaks and other
native vegetation in the reserve. In recognition of this threat to the unit's
resources, the department initiated a resource management project in 1983 to
remove all eucalyptus that had become established in the reserve. Over a
three-year period, most of the eucalyptus trees were removed. Because this
species is common in the surrounding area, it is likely that new seedlings will
become established as seed is blown into the reserve or carried in by animals.

Policy: The department shall remove all the remaining mature eucalyptus
trees in Los Osos Oaks State Reserve and establish an ongoing maintenance
program to locate and remove all eucalyptus seedlings that become
established.

Riparian Zone Management

The term "wetland" refers to any watercourse or body of water, the lands
underlying or adjacent to these waters, and the wildlife and natural
communities dependent upon the wetland habitat (Public Resources Code,

Section 5812). HWith their diversity of plant and animal 1ife, wetlands are
important esthetic and recreational resources. A riparian zone is a type of
wetland. In recognizing the significance of wetland ecosystems, the
California Administrative Code (Sec. 5815) requires that the department "give
particular recognition to opportunities for protecting and preserving wetlands
lying within, or adjacent to, existing units of the State Park System..."

Within Los Osos Oaks State Reserve, land use upstream and adjacent to the
riparian zone has resulted in impacts on the natural ecosystem through the
introduction of non-native plant species, alteration of the hydrologic regime,
soil erosion, and water pollution. The current boundary of the unit through
the center of the Los Osos Creek channel limits management of the riparian
zone in this unit. '

Policy: The integrity of the riparian ecosystem of Los Osos Oaks State
Reserve shall be protected through development and implementation of a
riparian system management plan. Control of non-native species and
revegetation shall be important elements of this plan. This plan will
also provide guidelines for monitoring upstream land use. If lands
within the riparian zone outside the unit become available, the
department shall consider acquiring them for inclusion in the reserve.

Prescribed Fire Management

Before the 1920s, fires burned regularly throughout Los Osos Oaks State
Reserve and vicinity. The fires were most often ignited by lightning in the
late summer and early fall and by the intentional or accidental activities of
Native Americans and ranchers. Wildfires began to be effectively suppressed
in the late 1920s, and since then fire has only infrequently burned through
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Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. Disruption of natural fire processes has
resulted in ecological imbalances and the increased likelihood of destructive
wildfires due to fuel accumulation. The reintroduction of fire through a
carefully controlled prescribed fire program is needed to maintain native
plant species and plant communities which developed under a regime of frequent
fires, to restore the ecological processes occurring in the reserve to a more
natural status, and to reduce the potential for catastrophic wildfires.

Policy: Fire shall be restored to its natural role in Los Osos Oaks
State Reserve ecosystems in accord with department prescribed fire
management policies. Fire management policies shall be based on fire
modeis derived from burns conducted in similar types of vegetation. An
ongoing Prescribed Fire Management Program shall be established and
maintained. Perpetuation of the coast Tive oak forest, including the
dwarf oaks, shall be an objective of the program.

Lichen Management

Los Osos Oaks State Reserve possesses a significant lichen community. Several
species are restricted solely to this unit and represent species that are of
special interest to the scientific community.

Policy: Areas known to possess significant populations of lichens of
lTimited statewide distribution shall be considered for exclusion from an
active fire management plan. These areas shall be so designated after
consultation with a knowledgeable Tichenologist.

Fire Prevention and Suppression

Wildfire can be a threat to natural resources, facilities, and human Tife and
property. A prescribed Fire Management Program that simulates the historic
natural fires of this region will reduce the damage from future wildfires, but
cannot eliminate the threat of destructive wildfires during periods of fire
weather conditions and from human causes. For these reasons, the department
requires that a Wildfire Management Plan be developed for every State Park
System unit that experiences wildland fires.

Because conventional fire control facilities and procedures can result in more
serious and long-lasting impacts on State Park System resources than the
wildfire itself, the development of special standards and procedures
applicable to the state reserve environment is important.

Undesirable effects of suppression activities can be avoided by utilizing a
planned program of modified fire suppression. This program divides the unit
into compartments bordered by existing natural and artificial firebreaks. 1In
the event of a wildfire, suppression activities are concentrated along the
borders of a compartment, thereby minimizing resource damage. The program
would also identify resource sensitivities of the reserve should additional
suppression activities be required. Wildfire contingency planning in this
manner will greatly reduce the likelihood of damage from suppression activities
while providing for the necessary protection of resources and public safety.
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Policy: The department shall work with the California Department of
Forestry, the South Bay Fire District, and other appropriate agencies to
implement a Wildfire Management Plan at Los Osos Qaks State Reserve.
This plan shall address all aspects of wildfire planning, including
prevention, presuppression, and suppression. The plan shall identify
modified fire suppression methods designed to preserve sensitive
resources while protecting human lives and facilities.

Bicycle and Equestrian Use

Horseback riding and mountain bicycle touring are two popular recreation
activities in the Morro Bay area. Trails in Los Osos Oaks State Reserve are
used for these purposes. Long-term use of this unit by horses and bicycles
will result in the degradation and destruction of vegetation and in soil
erosion.

Policy: To preserve and protect the natural features for which Los Osos
Oaks State Reserve was established, the department shall designate trails
in this unit as foot trails only. Bicycles and horses shall be
prohibited. '

Oak Management

Through grazing pressures, habitat modification, and fire suppression, caks in
California have experienced a very low rate of regeneration. Most oak
woodland/forest areas display a loss of natural age structure that typically
exhibits a variety of different age classes. A plant community composed of
even-aged individuals is considered to be an unstable community, especially
when limited to the older age classes, as is found among the oaks in the

unit. Little regeneration from seed has been noted in the unit's oak
woodlands and forests.

Policy: To ensure the protection and perpetuation of the native oaks of
Los Osos Oaks State Reserve, the oak forest communities shall be managed
to promote an increased representation of the younger age classes of the
oaks. An oak monitoring program shall be established to determine annual
recruitment and mortality of oaks and current age class representation.

Rare and Endangered Plants

Several rare or endangered plant species have been identified in the vicinity
of Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. Although populations of some of these species
have been accurately located, site-specific information for these sensitive
plants is often lacking. As a result, rare or endangered plants can be
inadvertently destroyed by development of facilities, maintenance programs,
visitor use, or other activities.

Policy: Systematic surveys for rare and endangered plants shall be made
throughout Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. If found, populations shall be
mapped and management plans for their protection and perpetuation shall
be developed. Any rare and endangered plants at Los Osos Oaks State
Reserve shall be protected and managed for their perpetuation, in
accordance with state law (PRC, Division 2, Chapter 10, Section 1900).
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Before any potentially deleterious activity takes place, including trail
construction or relocation, or prescribed burns, additional surveys for
rare or endangered plants shall be made during the flowering season in
the areas that will be affected.

Wildlife Management

Anima] Tife is an important part of natural ecosystems and adds interest and
variety to the reserve experience. Protection and perpetuation of natural

wildlife populations is a major management objective at Los Osos Qaks State
Reserve.

Policy: Altered natural habitats shall be restored as nearly as possible
to conditions that would exist had natural ecological processes not been
disrupted. Whether or not restoration of natural conditions is possible,
it shall be the policy of the department to avoid significant imbalances
caused by human influences on the natural wildlife populations. If it is
necessary to regulate animal populations, the methods used shall be based
on sound principles of ecosystem management, shall be consistent with the
general policies of the department, and shall avoid disturbance to other
natural values of the state reserve.

WildTlife Requiring Special Management Consideration

Several animal species in or near Los Osos Oaks State Reserve are of special
management concern. The State Department of Fish and Game is concerned about
these species due to a reduction in breeding status, suitable habitat, or:
other threats to the population. These species include the Cooper's hawk,
sharp-shinned hawk, red-shouldered hawk, loggerhead shrike, blue-gray
gnatcatcher, and yellow warbler. Los Osos Oaks State Reserve is also within
the historical range of the Morro Bay kangaroo rat, a state and federally
listed endangered mammal.

Policy: Specific management programs shall be developed when appropriate
for animal species that are threatened, endangered, or of special
concern. Necessary and suitable habitat, where it exists, shall be
perpetuated. Programs or projects undertaken at Los Osos Oaks State
Reserve shall be planned and designed so that animal life requiring
special management consideration will not be adversely affected.

Resource management actions will focus on natural processes, in
recognition of natural processes that are mutually beneficial to all
important resources.

Cultural Resources
Archeological Resources
Archeological resources are known to exist at Los Osos QOaks State Reserve, and
there may be other such resources concealed by vegetation or more recent sand

and soil deposits. It is possible that future disturbances, natural or
cultural, will uncover such resources.
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Policy: In the event that a new archeological discovery is made at Los
0sos Oaks State Reserve, the incident shall immediately be reported Fo
the appropriate department staff person who will determine the validity
and significance of the discovery and will recommend appropriate
protective or stabilizing action. Specific management programs shall be
developed when significant cultural resources are threatened, endangered,
or of special concern.

Archeological Investigations

Like archeological resources in general, those found in Los Osos Oaks State
Reserve are nonrenewable resources relating to California's past. They
contain information necessary to reconstruct the complex mosaic of past
cultures in our state that cover many millenia. It is department policy to
preserve such resources in place whenever possible. It is also important for
the department to have as much data as possible about the resources it is
charged to protect and to present this information to the public as accurately
as possible.

Policy: When land uses, facility development, or natural causes, such as
erosion, create ongoing or unavoidable impacts to archeological sites, or
where it is necessary to know the nature of the subsurface deposits, the
department shall initiate a project to study these sites in an effort to
preserve their heritage values. Such studies shall include efforts to
assess age, cultural affiliation, artifact content, and significant
attributes of these sites. Information collected through these efforts
shall be used to guide preservation, management, and interpretive actions.
Sites determined to be threatened shall prompt the department to
undertake appropriate stabilization or protective measures to ensure
against the inadvertent loss of heritage values.

Allowable Use Intensity

The California Public Resources Code, Section 5019.5, requires that a land
carrying-capacity survey be made before the preparation of any deveiopment
plan for any park or recreation area. Section 5001.96 further requires that
attendance be held within limits so established. Allowable use intensity is a
refinement of the land carrying-capacity concept and is prepared as part of
the Resource Element of the General Plan in fulfillment of the above code
sections.

Allowable use intensity is just one of several factors considered in developing
the Land Use Element of the General Plan. Other factors that may also be
considered in determining land use for any unit of the State Park System are
classification and purpose, recreation needs, design considerations, and

social carrying-capacity (or the desired quality of the recreation experience).

Allowable use intensity determinations establish the limits of development and
use an area can sustain without an unacceptable degree of deterioration in the
character and value of the scenic, natural, and cultural resources.
Determinations are based on analysis and integration of resource management
and protection objectives, resource constraints, and resource sensitivities
information.
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Resource management objectives are defined by the Public Resources Code and
other Taw, unit classifications, and declarations of purpose, and by specific
declarations of resource management policy presented in this Resource Element.

Resource constraints are factors that would make visitor use or facility
development unsafe, economically impractical, or undesirable. They are
determined by evaluating such factors as erodibility and compaction potential
of soils, geologic hazards, slope stability and relief, hydrologic conditions,
potential for pollution of surface waters, and flooding.

Sensitivities are conditions, locations, or values of resources that warrant
restricted use or development to protect resources. Sensitivities are
evaluated by considering such factors as the ability of the ecosystem to
withstand human impact (ecological sensitivity), not only in the short term
but also over a more extended time span; the fragility and significance of
archeological and historical resources; vegetation characteristics such as
durability, fragility, and regeneration rates; and wildlife considerations
such as population levels, tolerance to human activity, and stability.
Sensitivities may also include scenic resources; rare, threatened, or
endangered plants, animals, and habitats; unique or scientifically important
botanic features; and other resources of regional or statewide significance.

Based on the preceding factors, allowable use intensities for Los 0Osos Oaks
State Reserve were determined and are shown on the allowable use intensity
map. Nearly all of the reserve is in the low-intensity zone in keeping with
the unit's purpose and the restrictions of the unit's classification. A small
area of disturbed land along Los Osos Valley Road has been designated high-use
intensity to allow space for parking and other support facilities.

33



34



LOS OSOS OAKS STATE RESERVE

LAND USE
AND
FACILITIES
ELEMENT

35



i .

Existing foot bridge/trail

36



LAND USE AND FACILITIES ELEMENT

This element of the General Plan addresses current and proposed land use and
facilities at Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. The specific proposals recommended
in this element are a Togical extension of the analysis of allowable use
intensities prepared in the Resource Element, which is based on the ability of
the natural and cultural resources to accommodate recreational needs.

However, the plan at this point also takes into consideration other factors
such as the expressed interests of the public and other agencies, regional and
statewide recreational issues, and physical design 1imits. After all factors
are taken into consideration, a set of guidelines are established from which
specific recommendations are made.

Regional Recreation Profile

The regional recreation profile provides a brief analysis of recreation needs
by planning district (a grouping of contiguous counties with general economic
and geographic similarities). The 11 planning districts in California are
designated by the state Office of Planning and Research and are generally
consistent with the boundaries of the regional councils of governments.
Because California is a state with great social, economic, and geographic
diversity, the division into manageable geographic units allows the department
to more accurately identify recreation needs, problems, and priorities.

The Morro Bay State Park units are in Planning District 7, which includes five
counties: San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Monterey, San Benito, and Santa
Cruz. This district contains about 4 percent of the state's population, yet
only 2 percent of the district is urbanized. Therefore, much of the land is
either undeveloped natural areas or in agricultural use.

Economically, agriculture ranks first in District 7. Tourism and recreation-
associated services make up the second most important industry, centering on
the cities of Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz, and the Monterey Peninsula, but
relying on this region's wide beaches, spectacular natural beauty, and
unspoiled areas for support.

The coastal areas (346 miles) offer most of the region's recreational
opportunities, except for a variety of water-oriented recreation activities
offered at several inland reservoirs. The district is a popular destination
for tourists from the San Francisco Bay Area, Southern California, and the
Central Valley.

Of the 11,230 square miles in the planning district, one-third is in public
ownership. The U.S. Forest Service (Los Padres National Forest) manages a
considerable portion of that land and is a principal recreation supplier. The
California Department of Parks and Recreation manages 56 percent (63,000 acres)
of the district's state-owned lands and offers a diversity of recreational
opportunities.

Emphasizing the statewide demand for recreation in Planning District 7 is the
fact that although only 6 percent of all State Park System land area is in the
district, almost 30 percent of total state park visitor use occurs in this
region. Demand for coastal camping and picnicking is particularly high
throughout the district.
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Closely associated with recreation demand and deficiencies is population
growth. During the 30 years between 1955 and 1985, California's population
doubled. During the same period, attendance in the State Park System grew
tenfold. San Luis Obispo County, in which all the Morro Bay State Park units
lie, is the fastest-growing coastal county in the state and is seventh fastest
statewide. Population in 1985 was 189,605 and is projected to increase to
301,851 by the year 2000. :

Out of 28 selected recreation activities, those with the highest projected
demand in San Luis Obispo County by the year 2000 are picnicking, ocean
swimming, camping, hiking/backpacking, and nature appreciation. All things
considered, Planning District 7 is projected to have a deficiency by 1990 of
6,450 campsites, 12,843 picnic sites, and 1,642 miles of trail.

Existing Conditions

Land Use

Land uses immediately surrounding the reserve have not changed significantly
since its establishment in 1974. However, growth through in-filling and
expansion of the existing uses has been occurring at a phenomenal rate. The
mostly-residential South Bay community, of which the reserve is a part,
currently has a population of approximately 14,000, up from only 3,490 in
1970. Projections indicate a slowing of this growth rate to a population of
17,334 in the year 2000. Most people who live in the community work in other
portions of the county. There is also a significant contingent of retired
residents (approximately 22%).

Local recreation facilities consist of one community park and a nine-hole golf
course. However, residents extensively use the many other nearby natural
areas such as Los Osos Oaks State Reserve for recreational pursuits.

Land use immediately to the east of the reserve is agricultural. A mobile
home park and other single-family residential areas adjoin the reserve on the
west. Adjacent to the reserve on the south are generally newer rural
residential estates. Across Los Osos Valley Road, which borders the unit on
the north, is another area of suburban or rural residences.

Existing land use within the reserve has been restricted to hiking, walking,
nature study, and other passive recreational uses because of the unit's
classification and declaration of purpose. There is evidence that undeveloped
portions of the reserve have also been used for mountain bike and equestrian
purposes. The Natural History Association of Morro Bay, as well as local
schools and the Audubon Society, regularly use the reserve for educational
purposes. Visitor attendance at the reserve has steadily increased since its
establishment and is estimated to be approximately 5,000 persons annually.

Facilities
The only access for vehicles is a small unpaved parking area for about eight
vehicles along Los Osos Valley Road near the intersection of Palomino Drive.

Several vehicle barriers made of eucalyptus logs border the lot. There are no
roads in the reserve.

38



Los Osos Valiey Road, a two-lane paved road approximately 30 feet wide, serves
as the principal arterial connecting the South Bay community with the city of

San Luis Obispo. The county is currently pursuing plans to widen this road to
four lanes with a center turn-lane along each side. This would eliminate the

existing access and parking area for the unit.

From the parking area a short loop trail enters the reserve, crossing a small
wooden footbridge. The trail is approximately one mile long, with wooden
posts installed at a number of key locations. An interpretive informational
plaque is mounted on top of each post, but many of the plaques have been
vandalized.

The reserve has no sign at the access point identifying it for the visitor.
It has no electricity, no potable water, no restrooms, and no other
visitor-serving facilities at this time. :

Engineering Evaluation

The purpose of the engineering evaluation is to provide a general background
of the capabilities and problems related to the engineering and utility
aspects of proposed unit development. This report is based on information
from various public agencies, utilities, and records. The information is very
preliminary and does not constitute an in-depth engineering analysis, which is
necessary for the final design of any particular development.

Water

There is no well, spring, or water supply facility available in this reserve.
Although Los Osos Creek runs along the east boundary property line, the water
quality and capacity are unknown. It is not considered a reliable source of
water. An investigation shows that the California City Water Company has
service to the adjacent property, Sunset Terrace Mobile Home Park, several
hundred yards away. Therefore, the water company can provide service to Los
Osos Oaks State Reserve. The state must pay the hook-up fee and the
construction fee for the new main extension. However, the small quantities of
water used in this reserve may not justify the cost of extending the water
Tine.

Since this park only needs small quantities of water, another alternative is
to truck in water from Morro Bay State Park and store it in a storage tank.

Sewage Disposal

There are no sewage disposal or pit toilet facilities available in this
reserve.

Although there is no county control agency for disposal standards, all the
on-site disposal requirements are controlled by the State Water Quality
Control Board, Central Coast Region. San Luis Obispo County is planning to
build a sewage treatment plant in the Los Osos area in the near future.
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Furthermore, an underground water study is being conducted by the California
Department of Water Resources, L.A. Southern District. So far, the study has
shown that the Los Osos area has groundwater supply problems, groundwater
contamination, and seawater intrusion into wells. A prohibition of new
development has been proposed.

Possibilities for sewage disposal include connecting to the Los Osos sewage
plant in the future (if the plant is constructed) or vault toilets with
holding tanks. The method used will be in compliance with regulations of
county health agencies and the California Water Quality Control Board.

Power and Phone

This reserve has no existing power and telephone services. Pacific Gas and
Electric Company and Pacific Bell have service to a nearby location; thus,
providing service to the reserve would not be a problem.

Pacific Gas and Electric has no natural gas service to this area. Liquid
propane gas is another alternative.

Solid Waste
The garbage service in this area is provided by the San Luis Garbage Company.

Guidelines for Land Use and Facility Development

After careful consideration of user surveys, public concerns, regional and
statewide recreational issues, departmental resource policies, and existing
on-site conditions, the following guidelines were formulated to serve as a
framework on which specific land use and facility recommendations can be based.

-—  The protection of existing natural values is the reason the reserve was
established and must be the foremost consideration in its future use and
development.

-~ Due to vandalism, special consideration should be given to the location,
type of materials, and method of construction for any proposed facility.

-~ The existing loop trail displays only a small portion of the unit's
resources. Any relocation or expansion of the existing trail system
should be studied carefully with the involvement of the Natural History
Association of Morro Bay prior to any construction.

- Because of the ecological sensit?vify of the unit's resources, the unit's
small size, and its location, only low-intensity day uses are appropriate
in the reserve.

- Because of the unit's small size, limited access, and sensitive natural
values, permanent developed facilities should not be constructed in the
reserve.

- Immediate replacement parking for what will be eliminated by the widening

of Los Osos Valley Road should be obtained and located so as to minimize
impacts on the unit's natural values.
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Because of the rapid growth rate in the surrounding communities,
increasing statewide visitation, and access improvements, attendance at
the reserve is expected to increase beyond the capacity of existing
facilities within the next five years. Due to the unit's ecological
sensitivities, consideration should be given to the acquisition of
additional land that can accommodate facilities capable of meeting
increased visitation demands without causing significant negative
ecological impacts.

Recommendations for Land Use and Facility Development

The following recommendations are made in order to maintain an optimum balance
between providing quality visitor use facilities and preserving the natural
and cultural resources of Los Osos Oaks State Reserve over the next 20 years.
Due to its status as a reserve, preservation of natural and cultural values
takes precedence over any attempt to maximize or meet recreational facility
demands.

In accordance with the declaration of purpose (page 24), with the bicycle
and equestrian use policy (page 31), and State Park and Recreation
Commission Resolution 6-88 (shown in the front of this document),
motorized vehicles, bicycles, and horses are specifically prohibited from
use in the reserve, except in designated parking areas.

Only Tow-intensity day uses are allowed. These shall include but not be
limited to the following:

--  Environmental education
--  Halking

--  Hiking

-- Birdwatching.

- Photography

--  Nature study

--  Interpretation

Limit necessary vehicular access and parking use to the northeasterly
edge of the unit, bordering Los Osos Valley Road (see Allowable Use
Intensity map).

Monitor uncontrolled uses occurring in the reserve and install signs and
fencing where necessary to control the destruction of natural values.

Develop a parking area along Los Osos Valley Road to accommodate 8 to

12 vehicles. This will replace the area that will be eliminated when Los
Osos Valley Road is widened.

Install enclosures for portable restrooms.

Develop an exhibit shelter, containing orientation panels, near
replacement parking area.

Install a unit identification sign near the replacement parking area.

Extend the trail system through additional areas within the reservé.
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——  MWhen available from a willing seller, acquire land adjacent to and east
of the reserve in order to develop permanent parking and day-use
facilities that will not significantly affect the unit's natural or
cultural values.

Implementation Priorities

The priorities in this section are intended to be a general guideline for the
implementation of the land use and facility recommendations in this plan. In
time, these are likely to change due to such factors as availability of funds
or staff, unforeseen changes in resource conditions or off-site factors, and
safety considerations. As each stage of development is completed, it will be
prudent to evaluate how the facilities are being used and to determine what
changes, if any, should be considered within the constraints of this plan.

The recommendations are listed in order of priority, from highest to lowest.

1. Replacement parking along Los 0Osos Valley Road.

2. Signs and/or fencing to protect natural and cultural values.
3. Unit identification sign.

4. Exhibit shelter at new parking area.

5. Trail system to other areas of the unit.
6. Acquisition of additional lands.

Local Coastal Plan Conformance

Los Osos Oaks State Reserve falls within the Estero planning area of the San
Luis Obispo County General Plan/Local Coastal Plan. The plan places the
reserve in an open-space land-use category. The recommendations contained in
this plan are in conformance with the standards established in the Local
Coastal Plan, which specifically states the following:

Los Osos 0Oaks Preserve

1. State Park Improvements. The state shall provide
safer parking opportunities along Los Osos Valley
Road. The widening of Los Osos Valley Road will
require identification of new parking areas. Other
improvements to this area should be limited to day-use
provisions.
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INTERPRETIVE ELEMENT

Objectives

The general purpose of interpretation in a state reserve is to: orient the
visitor, stimulate interest, and promote understanding and appreciation of the
resources, thus making a visit more meaningful and enjoyable. This
Interpretive Element provides guidance for ongoing and future interpretive
development at Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. It identifies interpretive
themes, makes specific proposals, and establishes priorities. The element was
initiated following the first public meeting for the Los Osos Oaks State
Reserve General Plan held in Los Osos on November 12, 1986.

Interpretive Considerations

Environmental Influences

Rain, wind, cold temperatures, cloudiness, and heavy fog influence visitation
to the state reserve as well as the types of interpretive facilities and
programs that can be developed. The corrosive and abrasive effects of salt-
and sand-laden sea breezes must be considered in the design, placement, and
construction of interpretive facilities. Vandalism has been a problem here
and interpretive development should be designed and placed to minimize this
risk. Although the reserve is closed at night, illegal entry does occur.

Interpretive consideration should be given to the safety of the visitor as
well as to the preservation of the reserve's resources. Poison oak can cause
harm to unwary visitors. Restoring the natural environment by revegetating
unplanned "volunteer” trails with indigenous species and correcting
human-caused erosion will be an ongoing concern of the Department of Parks and
Recreation. As open space outside the reserve decreases, air and water
pollution, traffic congestion, noise levels, as well as visitor and resource
protection problems will mount.

Visitors, Their Needs and Expectations

Los Osos Oaks State Reserve has an average annual visitation of 5,000 persons,
a low number which is undoubtedly a result of poor access, limited parking,
and lack of an identification sign on Los Osos Valley Road.

People of all ages come to see Los Osos Oaks. They come individually, in
families, and in conservation, scout, or public school groups. Most are from
the local area. The average visitor wants to spend one or more hours enjoying
the reserve in its natural setting, while Tearning something about the natural
history of the area. Visitation varies from month to month, depending on many
factors -- the weather, migrating wildlife, vegetation in bloom, and
scheduling of tours, to name a few.

A prime visitor need is for clear orientation to what is available to see and
do at Los Osos Oaks, including when and where special activities will be
conducted. Interpretation can enhance the public's enjoyment and appreciation
of the reserve. It can also be an excellent tool for presenting resource and
visitor protection information, as it explains the reasons behind rules and
thus encourages compliance.
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Interpretive Period

The department will interpret a flow of history at Los Osos Oaks State
Reserve, from geologic times to the present -- whether or not the whole
spectrum of change is actually presented to the public.

Interpretive Themes

Although the scope of interpretive development will not be extensive in this
unit, a range of appropriate interpretive themes and sub-themes are presented

in this section to provide flexibility for future interpretation using a
variety of media. Interpretation will principally focus on the natural

resources and the importance of adhering to management rules for the future
preservation of the reserve.

Primary Theme: Dynamic Communities Live Within Los Osos Oaks State Reserve

While every animal and plant has its own place in the coastal scrub and oak

forest of the state reserve, each is affected by others and by the environment
in which they live. Interpretation will encompass the ecology of this special

place, highlighting many of the communities of 1iving things and their
interaction with one another.

Sub-Themes:

The Coast Live Oak: Generous Host to a Community Think of the live ocak

as one of nature's apartment blocks, with a constantly changing

population of animals and plants. Interpretation will look at the host
and how it provides food, cover, shade, and nesting sites for a diversity

of life.

The Producer-Consumer-Reducer Pyramid in Los Qsos Qaks The ecosystem of

Los Osos Qaks needs energy to maintain itself. Like a pyramid, nature

has created a method for sharing energy among life forms. Interpretation

will focus on the interdependency of plants and animals in the reserve.

A Bird for Each Habitat Interpretation will examine the range of birds

that make their home in the reserve, including Anna's and Allen's
hummingbirds, the western flycatcher, the common flicker, Nuttall's

woodpecker, the red-tailed hawk, and the great horned owl, to name a few.

Tracking Down Mammals Interpretation will help visitors recognize animal

tracks and trails, holes and burrows, gnaw marks, droppings, and other
clues in order to discover the presence of mammals in their different
habitats in the reserve.

Primary Theme: The Chumash: Getting the Most Qut of Their Natural World

A community of Native Americans called Chumash once depended for survival on

the resources found at Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. Their lives revolved
around the seasonal changes in the environment and the varying forms of
resources available to them. Interpretation will provide visitors an
understanding of these people and their long and close tradition of
interaction with the environment.
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Primary Theme: Protecting the Reserve Is Your Responsibility

The future environmental quality of the state reserve lies with each visitor.
Interpretation will stress how erosion can be minimized and plants and animals
preserved for generations, if visitors are mindful of the rules that protect
the reserve. By staying on marked trails, visitors will also avoid hazards,
such as unpleasant encounters with poison oak.

Proposed Interpretation

Facilities and Media

A system of markers currently provides interpretive information for visitors
hiking along the reserve's scenic trail. Vandalism of these markers has been
a problem and, because they are located in isolated areas along the trail, it
is expected that it will continue. The department will endeavor to see they
are properly maintained. However, any new interpretive development will be
located in the new, expanded parking area. Here the markers will be more
visible and easier to protect.

It is recommended that one exhibit shelter be developed and located in the
parking area to house four interpretive panels for the unit. One would orient
visitors to the reserve with a map indicating trails, points of interest, and
distances, while the other three would focus on the previously described
interpretive themes, dealing with the unit's resources and rules for the
preservation of the unit. The shelter could be made free-standing or attached
to a permanent structure. Either way, it should appear attractive and
substantial and, as much as possible, impervious to the elements and
vandalism. The size of the shelter and panels should be standardized so that
seasonal exhibits or those that are worn out can be easily replaced.

Publications such as trail guides, monthly or seasonal visitor activity
calendars, bird and plant 1ists, orientation brochures, and books are highly
valuable interpretive media, and their development should be encouraged for
the state reserve. One such guide to Los Osos Oaks has been published by the
Natural History Association of San Luis Obispo Coast, Inc. Publications like
these have souvenir value and they allow the visitor, by way of text and
bibliographies, to learn more about the reserve after they leave, or to
prepare themselves for a return visit. Many of these interpretive items could
be made available at either the nearby Morro Bay Museum of Natural History at
Morro Bay State Park or the park headquarters at Montana de Oro State Park.
Visitors should also be encouraged to visit the Morro Bay Museum of Natural
History for a more comprehensive interpretation of the natural history of the
area. The teacher's guide, produced by the Natural History Association,
should continue to be updated for Los Osos Oaks to encourage and facilitate
visitation by school groups.

Visitor Activities

Talks, guided walks, and orientation services offered by park personnel and
docents provide the most effective interpretive techniques because they are
interactive and are responsive to the immediate needs of visitors. At present,
a great percentage of interpretation at Los Osos Oaks State Reserve is carried
out through these personal services. It is recommended that they be continued.
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Appropriate interpretive activities for Los Osos Oaks State Reserve should
include formal and informal talks about the unit's natural and historic
resources and the State Park System, guided walks, bird and animal studies,
and various environmental education programs.

Interpretive Associations

The Natural History Association of San Luis Obispo Coast, Inc. is the
department's official cooperating association for state parks along the San
Luis Obispo coast. Founded in 1977 and headquartered at the Morro Bay Museum
of Natural History at Morro Bay State Park, the association's membership
provides nearly all the interpretive programs for Los Osos Oaks State
Reserve. In the past they have developed the self-guided interpretive trafl
signs, provided docent-led tours, and prepared teacher's guides on the
reserve's resources. They sponsor special events that produce revenue for
planned development, programs, and maintenance of the reserve and its
facilities. The Audubon Society also has a continuing interest in providing
interpretive walks in the reserve. :

Interpretive Concessions

A general statement of concession policy, adopted by the California State Park
and Recreation Commission, reads as follows:

Recognizing the diverse missions of the Department of Parks
and Recreation relative to providing recreation
opportunities and preserving and interpreting natural and
historic resources, it shall be the department's policy to
enter into concession contracts for the provision of
products, facilities, programs, and management and visitor
services that will provide for the enhancement of visitor
use and enjoyment, as well as visitor safety and
convenience.

Such concessions should not create added financial burden
on the state and, wherever possible, shall either reduce
costs or generate revenues that aid in maintaining and
expanding the State Park System. In carrying out this
policy, the department shall observe and adhere to the
provisions of the Public Resources Code that forbid
commercial exploitation of resources in units of the State
Park System, and that limit the kinds of improvements and
activities that are allowed in certain types of units.

Appropriate activities for Los Osos Oaks State Reserve could include
interpretive concessions.

Interpretive Collections

There are no interpretive collections directly associated with Los Osos Oaks
State Reserve. However, resources at the Morro Bay Museum of Natural History
in Morro Bay State Park could be made available to trained docents and staff
for interpretive programs.
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Recommendations

The following ongoing interpretive activities should continue to be encouraged:
Maintain and improve existing interpretive trail signs.

Schedule interpretive walks and on- and off-site talks when projected
visitor interest warrants these efforts.

Encourage the recruitment of volunteers to increase the reserve's
interpretive services.

Encourage the development and continual updating of monthly or seasonal
visitor activity calendars, bird, animal, and plant lists, orientation
brochures, books, and bibliographies to highlight the resources of Los
Osos Oaks. These should be made readily available to visitors in the
Morro Bay area.

Continue to update the teacher's guide with lesson plans for Los 0sos
Oaks State Reserve to encourage and facilitate visitation by school
groups.

Development priority should be given to the interpretive activities listed
below:

Construct new exhibit structure near the new parking area.

Develop an orientation panel and a series of interpretive panels based on
the themes listed, and rotate them seasonally.
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OPERATIONS ELEMENT

This element defines how the operations staff will carry out its
responsibilities to operate and care for the park, protect the resources,
serve park visitors, provide interpretive opportunity, enforce the law, ensure
proper park use, and maintain facilities within statewide standards for
maintenance.

The Operations Element outlines broad operational goals for the unit within
the objectives for implementing the General Plan. This element assesses the
impact of the General Plan's resource management policies and land
use/facilities proposals on the unit's existing operations. It identifies
existing and potential operations problems and strategies for solution.

The operational responsibilities are carried out by personnel at the unit, who
are organized within the North Sector of the San Luis Obispo Coast District.
The district superintendent provides supervision for three sectors; the
district superintendent reports to the regional director of the Central Coast
Region in Monterey. At the unit level, operating functions are divided into
visitor services and maintenance. Administrative services are provided at the
district level.

PARK OPERATIONS ORGANIZATION STRUCTURE

Chief Deputy Director - Operations

l

Regional Director
Centrai Coast Region

District Superintendent
San Luis Obispo Coast District

Central Sector
Los Osos Oaks State Reserve
|
f |
Visitor Maintenance
Services Services
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Existing Situation

Operations Summary

Los Osos Oaks State Reserve has been operated as a state reserve since its
establishment in 1974. The unit is visited by more than 5,000 people each
year; most are from the local community. There is no permanent staff assigned
to the unit, and the only developed facilities consist of a loop nature trail
and an unimproved parking area. Most of the interpretive hiking is conducted
by volunteers.

Special Considerations
Public Protection

Because of urban growth in the area, law enforcement presence in the park will
be necessary. Residential communities bordering the unit will require that
the unit law enforcement staff monitor unit boundaries for trespass,
off-highway vehicle use, fire hazards, trash dumping, and feral animals.
Archeological sites will be monitored for illegal collecting.

Maintenance and Housekeeping

Care and upkeep of this unit is complicated due to the size, location, and
type of unit. The main workload will be litter pickup, trail maintenance,
exotic vegetation control, and boundary upkeep. The absence of major
facilities eases the workload to a degree, but the distance from main work
locations makes it more difficult.

Community Interest

Los Osos Oaks State Reserve in nature is a very delicate unit, and groups
involved with it, such as the Natural History Association, are all very
sensitive to this fact. They convey this in their guided nature walks for
school groups and others, and they take a very personal interest in the future
of this unit. Keeping them advised will be an important aspect of any future
activities.

Utility Emergencies

There is an ever-present danger of a radiological release from the Diablo
Canyon Nuclear Power Plant. The unit staff would have to implement emergency
procedures, which will be identified in a comprehensive evacuation plan. The
plan will also require coordination of park efforts with the California
Highway Patrol and Caltrans. This coordination will require a state park
representative to be at the County Office of Emergency Services building.

Off-Highway Vehicles
Off-highway vehicle activity in the unit is a problem that will increase with
urban growth in the community. The reserve is flanked by agricultural Tand on

one side and residences on another. It is recommended that access areas be
posted and that enforcement staff take strict enforcement action.
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Easements and Rights-of-KWay

Due to the unit's small size and location and the fact that it is surrounded
by public Tand and private developments, it will have to be closely monitored
to ensure that its delicate resources are not damaged or encroached upon and
that appropriate public use not be inhibited.

Jurisdictions

Operations depend on maintenance of close working relationships between the
department and all the agencies we deal with locally. The district
superintendent carefully coordinates with federal, state, and county
governments, and provides for liaison with elected officials to ensure that
from good communications, problems and conflicts can be anticipated and
avoided.

General Plan Implementation

Goals and Objectives

Los Osos Oaks State Reserve was established to preserve for the people of
California a remnant of a unique California landscape and to provide for
public access, enjoyment, and understanding of the reserve.

ODerafiona] Problems and Solutions

The preceding list of special considerations includes existing problems
undergoing resolution. As development and facilities increase, public
visitation will normally increase. Each of the following factors will create
important new impacts on operations.

--—  Trail System Expansion

Maintenance and patrol of an expanded trail system are a significant
operations responsibility. Additional staffing and operational expenses
will be required to maintain and protect the reserve and its newly
accessible resources.

--  Resource Management

The Resource Element for Los Osos Oaks State Reserve identifies several
major resource management programs that will be an operations
responsibility. Control of exotic plant species, wildlife protection,
cultural resource protection, and archeological site preservation are some
of the most important programs. Protecting these resources and educating
the public and staff to the sensitive nature of all nonrenewable cultural
resources will be a continuing challenge to management.

Operational Impacts

The new developments, mainly hiking trails expected to attract consistent
year-round use, will constitute a major operational item. This trail system
should be carefully planned and constructed for minimum maintenance. District
management recognizes the need to allocate personnel, funds, and volunteer
efforts toward this system.
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Volunteerism

A docent organization has been formed within the district. With development
of the trail system and a parking lot, the docent program will be enhanced to
increase interpretive activities at Los Osos Qaks State Reserve.

Visitor Safety

The safety of visitors to Los 0sos Qaks State Reserve is a prime concern. A
pre-accident plan will be developed that will address the problem of visitor
safety. Access to the interior of the unit is limited because there are no
roads. First-aid situations and other emergencies will require that the
responders enter the reserve on foot.

Many of the interpretive methods described in -the Interpretive Element will

help protect the safety of visitors, such as interpretive signs, warning
signs, and educational programs.
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CONCESSIONS ELEMENT

The Concessions Element of the General Plan consists of an evaluation of
existing and potential concession activities, an inventory of additional
visitor services, and a statement of appropriate concession policies and
guidelines consistent with the unit's classification.

A Concessions Element is a required aspect of general planning for all park
units. The Public Resources Code, Section 5080.02 et seq., describes the
manner in which concessions can be operated in the State Park System.

Definition

A concession is defined as authority to permit uses of state park lands and/or
facilities for a specified period of time. The intent is to provide the
public with goods, services, or facilities that the department cannot provide
as conveniently or efficiently, or to permit Timited uses of state park lands
for other purposes compatible with the public interest and consistent with the
Public Resources Code.

General Concession Policies

1. It is the department's policy to enter into concession contracts for the
provision of services, products, facilities, programs, and management
and/or visitor services that will provide for the enhancement of
recreational and educational experiences in concert with visitor safety
and convenience. Such concessions should not create an added financial
burden on the state and, wherever possible, shall reduce costs and/or
generate revenues to aid in maintaining and expanding the State Park
System.

2. An economic feasibility study of proposed concessions shall be conducted
by the Office of Economic and Fiscal Affairs, with participation and
review by Resource Protection, Interpretive Services, Development,
Operations, Acquisition, and Statewide Planning. Final approval for
development and operation of a proposed concession will be made by the
director of the Department of Parks and Recreation.

3. It is the policy of the department to cultivate and encourage small
business and ethnic and racial minority-owned/operated businesses as
concessionaires within the State Park System.

4. Specific concession proposals shall be analyzed on a case-by-case basis
as submitted to the department.

5. It is the department's policy to generally avoid entering into
convenience-type concession agreements for facilities, products, or
programs that are adequately located a short distance outside state park
unit boundaries, provided that such travel will not unduly endanger or
inconvenience visitors or lead to an unreasonable consumption of
transportation fuels.
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6. It is the policy of the department that concessions shall provide
facilities, products, programs, or services at prices competitive with
similar businesses outside State Park System units.

Current and Recommended Concessions

There are no current concessions at Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. The
concession potential in this state reserve is very limited. This is because
of State Park System management principles established for natural and
cultural preservation and interpretation. Consequently, all concession
developments, programs, and services must be compatible with the unit
classification and General Plan provisions.

The plan does not recommend any concessions because, at present, there is no
recognized need. Many retail services needed by park visitors, such as
groceries, are available in the local communities close to the reserve.
Interpretation is largely self-guided and is aided by nonprofit interpretive
associations, which are encouraged and expected to continue (see Interpretive
Element).

Although the plan does not recommend any at this time, it is not possible to

predict all potential future concession activities. Any specific proposals
made to the department shall be studied on a case-by-case basis.
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ELEMENT

The Environmental Impact Element serves as the environmental impact report
required by the California Environmental Quality Act and the State EIR
Guidelines.

The Environmental Impact Element incorporates by reference the other elements
of the General Plan for the Project Description and the Description of the
Existing Environment. It should be recognized that the level of detail of the
Environmental Impact Element is commensurate with that of the General Plan.

As site-specific development and resource management plans are proposed, they
will be subject to further environmental review, and the appropriate
environmental documents will be prepared, if necessary.

This Environmental Impact Element covers the proposals for resource management
and protection, land use, and facility development.

Project Description

See the Resource, Land Use and Facility, and Interpretive Elements.

Description of the Existing Environment

See the Resource, Land Use and Facility, and Interpretive Elements.

Significant Environmental Effects

1. The expansion of trails could accelerate soil erosion and result in
vegetation loss from its removal in construction and from incidental
destruction by the public.

2. Trail construction could impact archeological resources.

3. Fire suppression activities could adversely affect vegetation and soil
stability at Los Osos Oaks State Reserve.

4. Los Osos Oaks State Reserve is within the historical range of the state
and federally listed endangered Morro Bay kangaroo rat. Increased public
use could disturb its habitat and reduce its range.

5. The construction of the parking area may require the removal of some
vegetation and the intrusion of traffic noise further into the interior
of the state reserve.

Unavoidable Environmental Effects

Removal of vegetation, construction and maintenance of roads and trails, and
creation of impervious surface areas will accelerate soil erosion in those
disturbed areas. '
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Mifigation Measures

1. A1l excavation proposals will be reviewed by department historians and/or
archeologists. . Excavations or ground disturbances in known culturally
sensitive areas will be monitored. If any cultural resources are
accidentally uncovered during development, all work will cease until the
site has been checked by an archeologist or historian and appropriate
mitigation is developed.

2. Facilities will be sited to reduce vegetation loss.

3. The department will maintain a fire management plan to reduce excessive
fuel accumulations and restore fire to its natural role in the ecosystem
at Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. During periods of extreme fire hazard,
certain uses or activities may be curtailed or restricted.

4. The fire management plan will be developed to reduce resource impacts
from fire suppression activities, such as the grading to create
firebreaks or emergency access for fire-fighting vehicles.

5. Trail alignments will be selected and developed with the cooperation of
resource specialists, unit staff, and user groups to reduce soil erosion,
vegetation loss, and degradation of cultural values.

6. Future acquisition of land in the vicinity of Los Osos Oaks State Reserve
could provide necessary public parking without the intrusion and impacts
to the resources of the state reserve.

Alternatives

Several alternative facility development configurations and levels of
development were considered and presented to the public during the evolution
of the proposed plan. The alternatives considered, but not selected as the
proposed plan, are discussed here. The alternatives of less or more intensive
development are not ruled out with the adoption of the General Plan. The
General Plan is only a guideline for development. Additional or more
intensive development may be possible to a minor degree, within the
environmental constraints and General Plan guidelines, to meet increased or
changing recreational demands. Conversely, in preparation of site development
plans, previously unknown environmental constraints may require Tess intensive
development. The facility development proposals indicate what is estimated to
be an acceptable range.

Alternative 1

A day-use area, including an access road, parking area for 10-15 vehicles,
picnic tables, restrooms, and interpretive shelter/panels could be located in
a meadow/grassland in the eastern half of the unit. Additional trails would
be constructed. This alternative would require the loss of the meadow area in
the unit along with the destruction of some vegetation. Several trees would
be removed to provide the road access to the parking area.
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Alternative 2

The no-project alternative, which would not provide any new parking or
extension of trails. The county is proposing to widen Los Osos Valley Road.
The existing roadside parking will be lost and there would be no new parking
available for the unit if this alternative were chosen.

Relationship Between Short-Term Uses and
Maintenance or Enhancement of lLong-Term Productivity

The proposed long-term and short-term use is preservation and recreation. The
resources will be protected, and should another use prove more beneficial to
the public than preservation, the resources will be available. There is no
intent to enhance potential productivity. Natural resource value may be
improved through resource management programs such as native plant
revegetation or dune stability.

Irreversible Environmental Changes

No new land areas or natural resources will be irreversibly committed with
implementation of the plan. Development proposals generally involve areas of
previous impact or suitability for development, and the nature of the
development is such that it could be removed, and the sites returned to a near
pre-development condition. Only the building materials and the energy
consumed in construction, operation, and maintenance may be considered an
irreversible commitment of resources.

Growth-Inducing Impacts

There will be a minor growth-inducing impact in the surrounding community due
to increased recreational capacity. Increased recreational capacity may
influence demand for support facilities such as service stations, grocery
stores, restaurants, and sports equipment outlets. However, the impact is not
expected to be significant given the level of the proposed facility
development. Most of the facility development is proposed to enhance or
better accommodate existing use. The potential increase in use relative to
the existing regional supply of visitor-support facilities is relatively small.

Effects Found Not Significant

1. Traffic volumes should not significantly increase at this unit. The
proposed facilities will not substantially increase visitor capacity.
Generally, they will accommodate or enhance the existing use. Population
growth and changing recreational use patterns will have greater impact on
the level of recreational use.

2. The proposed development may alter the rate and timing of runoff.
However, in comparison to the total watershed area, the change will not
be significant.

3. Air quality and noise impacts were not considered significant. Hiking
and nature study will not create any significant noise levels at Los Osos
QOaks State Reserve.

4. Sewage and waste production, water consumption, and fuel consumption will
rise proportionally with the rise in public use.

65



66



COMMENTS AND RESPONSE TO COMMENTS

The Department of Parks and Recreation has circulated the Preliminary
General Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Report for public review to
state agencies through the State Celaringhouse, Sierra Club, City of Morro
Bay, County of San Luis Obispo, California Coastal Commission,
Environmental Center of San Luis Obispo, Morro Bay Golf Course Advisory
Committee, Natural History Association Docent Council, and the Los
Osos/Morro Bay Chapter of Small Wilderness Area Preservation. Notice of
availability was published in the San Luis Obispo Telegram-Tribune.
Copies of the document were made available for public review at the
County Library Branch in the City of Morro Bay and the District Office,
Department of Parks and Recreation. Comments were received from the
California Department of Transportation, City of Morro Bay, Sierra Club,
California Coastal Commission, San Luis Obispo County, Bureau of Land
Management, Docent Council, and Ms. Betty Schetzer.

The numbered responses correspond to the numbered sections indicated in
the comments.
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RESPONSES

1. The department does not believe the proposed improvements at the
North Studio Drive parking area will justify such a capital expenditure for
highway improvements.

2. As Yerba Buena Street is the primary access to the state beach, the
department agrees that it should participate in a proportionate share of
future costs for signalization at the intersection of Highway 1 and Yerba
Buena Street. ’

It is the department's desire to coordinate with the city regarding the
drainage improvements which are reasonable and necessary, and which
will be consistent with coastal resource preservation standards.

The plan currently identifies improvements to the existing day use area at
the entrance. Screened dressing areas or a comfort station would be
appropriate at this location. Due to the lack of space, potential erosion,
and negative visual considerations, such structures are not appropriate
along the bluff on state beach property.

The department has received significant criticism in the past for proposed
development which would increase traffic in this residential area. In
addition, the plan is recommending day use improvements in other areas of
the park which are intended to minimize uncontrolled access and use in
the neighborhood adjacent to the unit. The plan currently identifies adding
three additional parking spaces at the seaward end of Hatteras Street.
The department will maximize parking at this location if the city wishes.
However, it is our desire to limit it to a maximum of 0 vehicles.

3. The Preliminary General Plan proposes an-oak monitoring program. The
purpose of this program is to gather data over a period of time to
determine the age structure of the oak population. There is no proposal to
remove any trees to balance the age structure.

4. Our population projections are the same as were used in the approved
Local Coastal Plan. They are projections based on existing conditions
which take utility limitations into consideration. Obviously, a change in
the sewer capacity would affect this figure. However, it is our
understanding that a sewer project has not yet been approved.
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5. The department is cooperating with the Department of Fish and Game
and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service in habitat protection and
enhancement for the Morro Bay kangaroo rat. Translocation of the
kangaroo rat has not been given much consideration due to the elusiveness
of the individuals, the possibility of inducing fatal stress in trapping and
transportation, and the increased susceptibility of translocated
individuals to predators.

6. The plan does not recommend adding water at this time. This is an
engineering evaluation of the potential for adding water. If acquisition
should occur in the future, the department may want to provide water at
the new properties.

7. The plan does not propose expansion of parking capacity. Landscaping
and vehicle control barriers are proposed to control and reduce erosion.

8. As stated in the plan, sewer service is provided by the City of Morro
Bay.

9. Current regulations prohibit operation of unauthorized vehicles on the
beach. The lack of enforcement personnel is a problem. The regulation of
operation of jet skis in near-shore waters is beyond the department's
authority.

10. The department does not believe that addition of an outdoor shower
will have a significant effect on the water supply for Cayucos.

11. Any concession proposal would be evaluated on the basis of need or
economic feasibility, and any concession agreement would require the
concessionaire to provide trash receptacles and maintain the premises in
an acceptable condition.

12. See Response No. 9.

13. The plan currently proposes significant improvements for day users,
and no significant expansion of camping. This proposal is an attempt to
help balance this inequity for peak use times. A good portion of the day
use comes from the local area. With local growth, the community must be
willing to proportionally increase its day use facilities. Overflow
camping at the Cloisters site could be limited to overnight stays with
time limits established which would prevent or substantially reduce
conflict with day use.
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14. The Land Use Element proposes to renovate the layout of the existing
campground to provide more tent campsites at Atascadero State Beach.

15. The policies as described on pages 26 - 28 pertain primarily to
facilities and development on lands in Morro Strand State Beach. However,
the policy guidelines related to structural protection and minimizing
impacts to recreation and natural processes can be applied if necessary to
adjacent private property concerns. While the department is generally
opposed to using State Park System lands for construction of shoreline
devices, the department recognizes the serious problems confronting
private landowners along Studio Drive. Encroachment of revetments will
require a case-by-case analysis. There are a variety of possibilities that
the department and private landowners may pursue as solutions to the
beach erosion/revetment problem. Resolution will involve San Luis Obispo
County and the Coastal Commission.

16. Disposition of the existing encroachment may not be decided by a
simple policy declaration, but may be decided by negotiation with the
individual landowners. Therefore, the department has not developed a
policy for the existing encroachments.

17. The department is working with the County of San Luis Obispo to
replace the parking area. The replacement parking area will be located
adjacent to the road.

18. The purpose of the state reserve is not provision of day use; however,
day use is permitted. The new Declaration of Purpose is in conformance
with Section 5019.65 of the Public Resources Code.

19. See Response No. 16. The county is responsible for mitigation of the
disturbance of the drainage near the creek.

20. Offshore (oil) operations would not be an immediate threat.to air
quality at Los Osos Oaks State Reserve.

21. Morro Bay, San Luis Obispo, and Hearst Castle are foci of tourism in
San Luis Obispo County. However, the discussion was regarding Planning
District 7, which includes five counties from Santa Cruz south to Santa
Barbara. Thirty percent of all State Park System use occurs in this
district, not just in the San Luis Obispo, Morro Bay, and Hearst Castle
area.
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22. The Resource Element policy on bicycle and equestrian use (page 30)
clearly states: "Bicycles and horses shall be prohibited.”

23. See Responses Nos. 17 and 19.

24. See response No. 6. The plan recommends installing enclosures to
screen portable restrooms at the parking area along Los Osos Oaks Road.

It is the department's position that these are needed because of the school
groups and tours that use the state reserve. Users would be encouraged to
stay on trails, and environmental degradation would be minimized by
providing this amenity.

25. See Response No. 17.

26. As stated in the introductory paragraph, these priorities are flexible.
The exhibit shelter was given priority because it could serve for
interpretation of the existing trail system, and could be updated or
revised to include any information pertinent to new trails.

27. A land acquisition proposal for this unit would have to compete with
other proposals for units of the State Park System throughout the state,
and, therefore, would have difficulty getting a very high priority.

28. Better posting and protection at the state reserve are very high
priority, and are placed as priority 2.

29. Development of the ftrail system and interpretive features will be
carried out in cooperation with the Docent Council.

30. See Response No. 29. Specific design features of the state reserve
trails are beyond the scope of the General Plan. However, as part of the
public record, the suggestions will be availalbe for future planners.

31. The Resource Element recognizes (page 16) the hresence of the spring
in the state reserve.

32. See Response No. 24.
33. See Response No. 29.

34. Concur. This should be corrected in the final document.
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35. The Land Use Element (page 59, item 11) proposes development of an
accessway to the beach from Beachcomber Drive, north of the campground.
This is in conformance with the Local Coastal Plan.

36. Unless there is a clear and compelling justification, such as at Los
Osos Oaks State Reserve, where a unit cannot be developed or used
without additional land, the department does not usually make acquisition
recommendations which might damage a property owner's ability to use
the land.

37. The department does not have regulatory authority over those sources
of pollution outside Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. The water quality
policy, as part of the Preliminary General Plan, has not yet been adopted
by the State Park and Recreation Commission. If and when the plan is
adopted, the policy is only a direction to the department and its staff to
monitor the water quality, and cooperate with those agencies that have
regulatory power to aid in maintenance of acceptable water quality.

38. The policy permits use of horses in designated areas and trails. These
areas or trails have not yet been designated, or posted. Designation of
these areas and trails will be the responsibility of the district, and they
will be selected in cooperation with users and department resource
specialists. The designated areas and trails may be rotated to reduce the
impact and allow natural systems to recover.

39. Enforcement of any regulations on the state beach is primarily
dependent on the availability of enforcement personnel. See Response No.
28.

40. See Response No. 11.

73



74



STATC OF CALIFORNIA—OFFICE OF THE GOVERMOR GEORGE DEUKME). {. Governc

OFFICE OF PLANNING ANUD RESEARCH

1400 TENTH STREET
SACRAMENTO, CA 93814

James M. Doyle February 5, 1988
CA Dept. of Parks & Recreation

1416 9th Street '
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Morro Bay State Beaches General Plans
SCH# 87040815

-

Dear Mr. Doyle:

The State Clearinghouse submitted the above named draft Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) to selected state agencies for review. The review period is
closed and the comments of the individual agency(ies) is(are) enclosed.
Also, on the enclosed Notice of Completion, the Clearinghouse has checked
which agencies have commented. Please review the Notice of Completion 0
ensure that your coment package is complete. If the package is not in
order, please notify the State Clearinghouse immediately. Your eight-digit
State Clearinghouse number should be used so that we may reply promptly.

Please note that recent legislation requires that a responsible agency cr
other public agency shall only make substantive comments on a project which
are within the area of the agency's expertise or which relate to activities
which that agency must carry out or approve. (AB 2583, Ch. 1514, Stats.
1984,

These comments are forwarded for your use in preparing your final EIR., 1f
you need more information or clarification, we suggest you contact the
commenting agency at your earliest convenience.

Please contact Keith Lee at 915/445-0613 if you nave any questions regarding
the environmental review process, -

Sincersiy,
A(/—/&\\.

Dav1d C enkam

Chief

Office of Permit Assistance

cc:. Resources Agency
RECEIVED

FE8 8 188

RPD
75
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w
" OF CALFORNIA—BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Governor

JARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ﬁéixéxxcg 93403-8114
»oner (B05) 549-3111

BOS) 549.3239

Date: January 5, 1988
Mr. James M. Doyle
California Dept. of Parks
and Recreatlion
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
FPile: 4LO-001-var.
Morzo Bay State
Beaches G.P.
SCH#®: 87040815

Subiect: Intergovernmental Review
Dear Mr. Doyle:

~altrans District 5 staff has reviewed the above-refarenced docu-
ment. The following comments were generated as a result cf the
review:

Enhancing the existing parking area at the north Studio Drive lcocca-
tion in Morro Strand State Beach could well generate additional
traffic from Route 1, even though the size of the parking area would
remalin about the same. The existing left turn channelization fzom
Route 1 to Studio Drive is minimal (only 50' of vehicle storage).

As part of the proposed improvements at Morro Strand State Beach,
consideration should be given to expand this left turn storage ZIzcm
Route 1, by Parks and Recreation.

Please send us a copy of the completed General Plan when it 1s
avallable. Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (805) 545-313%,.

0 A
L ‘ .

A. C. Carlton
District 5
Intergovernmental Review Coordinato

JANOQ 81383 >

STA T

cc: Glenn Stover, State Clearinghous
JMA, VLN,C3SW
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City of Morro Bay

595 Harbor St.
Morro Bay, CA 93442

805-772-1214

rebruary 4, 1988

James M. Doyle, Supervisor
Environmental Peview Section

State Department of Park & Recreac-ion
P.0O. Box 2230

Sacramento, CA 93811

Dear Mr. Doyle:

The attached resolution is the official response by the Cizy
Council of the City of Morro Bav to the Draft General Plan ®nr
Atascadero State Beach. The City is supportive of the draf= FLan
Lltoth rzsolution also irndirates severa: xireas of improvemsnc:
that we reqguest te incorporated into the final olan.

On behalf of the entire Ci*v I would like %5 thank vou and »our
staff for your conscientious effort to prepare a plan sengitive
tce leccal <concerns. The meetings held here in Morrc Bay wers
appreciated .and I am sure will result in better public suppor:t
for the plan.

wWe look forward to receiving the Traft Gznesrzi.-Plan far Morro Zas
STzTe Park which is expected s-o

Please call anytime with mat=ers of mutual ccneern.

Sincerel

=
D

GN:od
Enclosure

PLUBLIC WORKS

MMUNITY DEVELOPMENT UBLIC N
'C'QA reor Sureer RPD 553 Harber 3ireer
585 Harzor Street
FINANCE DEPARTMENT PC_.Ct ?ARTT{E.\'T 3
395 Harbor Street 350 Morro Za, 3ive 3
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RESOLUTION NO. 5-88
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MORRO BAY, ANNOUNCING FINDINGS AND
RECOMMENDING ADOPTION OF THE PRELIMINARY
GENERAL PLAN FOR ATASCADERO STATE BEACH

COUNCTIL
California

T H E CITY
City of Morro Bay,

WHEREAS, the City Council of +the City of Morro Bay,
California, on the 25th day of January, 1988 held a duly noticed
PUBLIC HEARING to consider the Preliminary General Plan Zor
Atascadero State Beach; and,

WHEREAS, Atascadero State Beach is located withnin %the City
of Morro Bay, and the present and future uses of the State Beach
are of vital interest to the City; and

WHEREAS, the City has a certified Local Coastal Program
which sets forth various planning cbjectives for Atascaders 3tzte
Seach, and prcovides for a coastal development permlit zZrucass
regulating future development within the state beach; and

WHEREAS, the City has actively participated witn the s%a2if
of the State Department of Parks and Recreation to assist their
understanding of the LCP and the City’s concerns abouz
improvements within the park unit; and

WHEREAS, the staff of +the States Department of Parks angd
Recreation nas Dbeen cooperative wizth whe City <througho:T e
oiz2nning preoecess, and haes been sensitive to Tity concerns: and

WHEREAS, the City of Morro Bay {inds the Preliminary Generail
rlan for Morro Strand and Atascadero State DBeach to Dbe in
compliance with +the general provision of the certified LCP Land
Use Plan, yet there remain severa. recommendations mades by <he
ZTouncil! or CTi%ty staff tha* are o= 7wresentiy  included of o=
=r=liminary Gen=eral Plan.

MOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, =+ =ne-Ti<v Touncoil oI &=
vt oof Morrsos Zay, California, as Lol ows:

1. The City endorses the Preliminary General Plan  zrd
recommends its adoption to the State Parks Commission
subject to the inclusion of the Zollowing;

{a) The State should participa=zes in proporticnate share 2%

future costs of signalization of Highway On=2 a2 Ysrza
Buena Street, the principal access *to the S=zats Zezaci:
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City Council Resolution No. 5-88
Page Two

(b) Drainage improvements at the State Beach may be needed
in order to properly function with the City's system;

(¢) Additional dressing rooms, or similar screened areas
for beach wusers in the vicinity of the park entrance
should be provided.

(d) The State should maximize public parking spaces at ths
seaward end of Hatteras Street.

e

4
[
al

2. The City Council of the City of Morro Bay commends the Sta
Parks staff for a quality tlanning preogram and gener
responsiveness to the City’s concerns.

PASSED, APPROVED, \ND ADOPTED, by the City Council of the

City of Morro Bay, on the 25th day of January, 1988, by the
following vote to wit:

AYES:
NQOES:
ABSENT:

" DALE REDDELL, Meyor

ARDITH DAVIS, City Clerk
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SIERRA CLUB « Santa Lucia CHapTER

P.O. Box 15755, San Luis Obispo, CA 93406

FOUNORD

February 3, 1988

James M. Doyle, Supervisor

Environmental Review Section

Department of Parks and Recreation

P.0O. Box 9428%6 Re: Los Oscs Caks State Reservs
Sacramento, Ci 94296-0001 Preliminary General Plan

Dear Mr. Doyle:

The Sierra Club, Santa Lucia Chapter, supports the general dirscticn preiosed
in the preliminary general plan for Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. The plan
seems to be properly emphasizing natural resource protection for this park unit.
The Chapter forwards the following specific comments about the plan:

P. 24 - The Chapter supports the proposed Ceclaraticn of purpcse fcr the
which focuses on perpetuating the coast live cak fcorest and ¢n groteciing
natural ecological processes at work in the reserve.

iy
¢t (D

p. 27 and 28 - The policy to remove exotic plant species, such as German ivyy
introduced grasses, and eucalyptus trees, is supported.

P. 28 - The policy to protect the riparian zone and to accguire land arcund it
to protect its watershed is supported. Add protection for the seeps ancd the
soring noted cn P. 16.

D, 29 - orecection of the lichen communities in the reserve 1s sugperte:.

P. 30 - The Chapter concurs with limiting trail designaticns solely feor Icot use.
No motorized vehicles, bicycles, or horses should be permitted in the reserve.

30 - The pclicy to conduct systematic surveys for rare and endargersc olants,
a2 >

me Rla £l Acierine geaacn T e ey
19 OGS LACWEILNC Seal3Cl, -0 —Subrbl ot

'

[#)

(@]
i

cs Cs
by the year 2000 is questioned. Approval of the sewer project in Los Cscs could
see populaticn buildout at 28,000 shortly after the year 2000.

5. 31 - Ceonsider evaluating the ccastal sage scrub hapitat for suizabiiizy for
cranslccatizsn of the endangered Morro Bay Xangarco Rat.

—=°. 39 - Dc not provide water at this unit. Day users typically stzy cr.v &
nguple of nours at the most. They can bring in their own water bottles.
83
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Page 2: Sierra Club letter re: Los Osos Oaks State Reserve

P. 40 - The Chapter supports the policy not to construct any permanent
developed facilities in the reserve.

P. 41 - The policy to acquire land outside of the oaks for a new parking area
is supported.

P. 41 - The low-intensity day use designation is appropriate for this uritc.

P. 47 - Putting up one exhibit shelter with four panels in the parking ar=a
is supported.

P. 54 - The Thapter supports the need fcr enforcement capability by :ns
department in order to monitor for illegal trespass by CHV's and for ferzl
pets such as cats.

P. €0 -~ The Chapter agrees that no concessions are needed for this unic.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this preliminary general clan.
Sincerely,

Nsscp Lo

Nancy Weeod, Chair
Chapter Conservation Committee
Sierra Club, Santa Lucia Chapter
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SIERRA CLUB « Santa Lucia Crarrer

P.O. Box 15755, San Luis Obispo, CA 93406

rouNOL2D

February 3, 1988

James M. Doyle, Supervisor
Environmental Review Section

Department of Parks and Recreation Re: Atascaderc State Beach and
P.0O. Box 942896 Morro Strand State Beach
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001 Preliminary Ceneral Plans

Dear Mr. Dovyle;

The Chapter compliment the department on plans that generally focus on protecting
natural resources while permitting appropriate recreaticnal uses. The tcllowing
specific comments are forwarded for your consideration:

Morro Strand State Beach -

P. 28 and 29 - The Chapter supports the policy to reduce exotic plants, such

P. 29 - The policy to protect the Old Creek wetland, including assigning it 2
low=-intensity use level, is supported.

P. 28 -~ The policy to protect the unit from ccastal cr cdevelcpment based srosion
is supported. The amount of parking planned for the existing lcts may ke t¢
much in terms of avoiding erosion problems.

P. 52 - Clerify whether or not the existing restroom is hccked into the sawer
System. £ it iz not, then the plan shculd recommend sucn 2 NCCX=-uUD.
P, 54 -~ The policy should state that no motorized uses are germitted on In

beach or in near-shore waters, including prohibition against jet skiis and jet
boards. The policy should also consider whether or not horses are allowed on
the beach and where. The plan should designate a route throuch the unit for
the California Coastal Trail.

¥. 54 - no showers sheould be pullt unu:l Zayuccs resclves (IS WALEr ZNCriace.

U

. 28 - Mo foed oooth concessicn shouid e allcwed at Thls unit. re
pienty of leccal markets or restaurants for users to enjoy. The food bcoth
would increase the litter problems on the beach and at the wetlands.

Atascadero State Beach -

P. 45 - The Chapter supports the policy to protect the coastal cunes, prevent
vehicle trespass in the dunes, and revegetation of destabilized dune areas.
The VRM acquisition to the unit is certainly appropriate!

S

46 - The policy to reduce exotic plants, such as Eurcpean zeach c¢rass,
is supported.

. 46 - The effort to protect ground-nesting birds; such as the snowy picver,
s supported. RECEIYED

= Y
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Page 2: Sierra Club letter re: Atascadero and Morro Strand State Beaches

Atascadero State Beach continued -
P. 48 - The Chapter supports the low-intensity use designation for the dunes
and riparian areas.

P. 58 - The policy on beach use should prohibit motorized uses on the beach or
along the near-shore area, such as with OHV's, jet skiis, or jet boards. The

plan should state whether or not horses are permitted on the beach and where.

The plan should designate a route for the california Coastal Trail throuch the
unit.

P. 58 - The plan should not permit overflow camping at The Cloisters sizte.
“here would that push the day user, back onto the dunes cr aleng resifentizl
streets?

P. 59 - The plan shculd add campground>sites suitable for tent campirg.

pP. 59 - The Chapter supports constructing venflle barriers to the dunes and
the beach to prevent illegal trespass.

P. 50 - The Chapter supports the intent to acquire the 84 acres of the R

oroperty for the dune reserve area of the unit. It should not be used I:r
jgolf course, any ccmmercial develcpment, or any residenzial prciects.

fir

P. 81 - The policy to provide staffing sufficient to patrol the unit Icr
illegal trespass is supported.

Thank you for the opportunity to ccmment on these plans.
Sincerely,

S Voecy /'/Offz/ '

Nancy Wood, Chair
Conservation Committee
Sierra Club, Santa Lucia Chapter
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STATE OF CALIFOR™MIA—THE RESOURCES AGENCY ‘ GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Governor

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION

SOUTH CENTRAL COAST AREA
925 DE LA VINA

SANTA BARBARA, CA 93101
(805) 9463-46871

January 29, 1988

Mr. James Doyle .
Department of Parks & Recreation
P.0O. Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 94296-0001

Dear Mr. Doyle:

OQur office has received & reviewed the preliminary general plan & EIR for
Morro Strand and Atascadero State Beach.

Coastal erosion is a major threat to existing homes located along the Studio
Orive bluffs iniand of Morro Strand State Beach. Many of these homes have
been protected from erosion damage by the construction of revetments and other
seawalls. In many cases, the protection of these existing homes has required
seawalls encroaching into the State Park. These encroachments, as yet
unpermitted by DPR or the Coastal Commission, may degrade the park by altering
shoreline views (p. 23), occupying recreation lands, and modifying natural
shoreline processes. On the other hand, extensive damage to public and
private property would occur during erosion episodes if these seawalls had not
heen built. Additional revetment construction will be needed to protect other
homes atong this shoreline in the future. i

The general plan's policy on the acceptability of these existing and future
encroachments is unclear. While the plan acknowledges (p. 53) that the
Department is working with adjoining owners on this issue, it is not clear
whether seawalls encroaching onto parklands to protect homes inland of the
state heach would conform to the policies of p.26-28 of the plan.

N The plan should clearly state DPR's policy on existing & future encroacnments
(7%) by se-awalls needed to protect existing residences. [If the plan will authorize
e such encroachments, their general impacts on the environment should be
assessed. Measures to coordinate review of such projects with San Luis Obispo
County and the Coastal Commission could be described in order to mitigate
potential adverse impacts. If the plan would not allow these encroachments,
the FEIR should estimate the hazard posed to adjoining structures.

Clear policy gquidance on the removal of other encroachments, such as private
stairways which may cross the bluffs from the houses to the beach, could also

be included in the plan. This would assist in the review of proposals to

reconstruct private stairways and other encroachments after storm damage.

RECEIVED

FEB 3 1988
RPD
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Morro Strand and Atascadero
State Beach General Plan
Page 2

We share your objectives of protecting the important 01d Creek wetlands.
Conservation easements over portions of the wetlands adjoining the state beach
have been offered to public agencies for protection of the creek's resources.
We would encourage the Department to consider acceptance of the easements to
enhance your ability to protect the park's wetlands. Copies of the offered
easements are available for your inspection in file 4-87-136 in our Santa
Barbara office.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these plans.

Sincerely,

ram Manager

OKR
66914
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Department of Planning and Building
San Luis Obispo County

County Government Center
San Luis Obispo
California 93408
(805) 549-5600

Paul C. Crawford, AICP
Director

January 5, 1988

Mr. James Doyle

Environmental Review Section
Department of Parks and Recreation
P. 0. Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 94296-0001

RE: COMMENTS ON PRELIMINARY GENERAL PLAN FOR: MORRO STRAND
AND ATASCADERO STATE BEACH AND LOS 0S0S 0AKS STATE RESERVE

Dear Mr. Doyle:

We have reviewed the above draft documents and offer the following
comments:

The preliminary plans appear to consider the county's Local Coastal
t1anm and we see ao apparent conflicrs as oroposed. It IS anlixely
that the county will ever become igpvolved with policy and management
portions of the plans. When more detailed development plans for
construction are ready, 1t is likely that the county will e tne

responsible agency for review of the Coastal Development permits.

I£ vou have any gquestinns, please contact 2e. Thank vou Zfor the
opportunity to respond.

JOHN HOFSCHROER, Senior Planner
T.ocal Coastal Program Coordinator

JB/mdw/25374/38 L
01/05/88 DL e S
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s : 1 1
United States Department of the Interor  JRB§ umm—m—

]
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT =
520 Butte Street _-
Bakersfield, California 93305
Phone: (805) 8614236
Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. weekdays

INREPLY
REFERTO

1795
(CA-016.14)

Mr. James M. Doyle, Supervisor
Environmental Review Section
Dept. of Parks and Recreation
P.O. Box 942896

sacramento, CA 94296-0001

Dear Mr. Doyle:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Morro
Strand/Atascadero State Beach and Los Osos Oaks State Reserve
Preliminary General Plans. I have routed these documents
through our staff for comments.

None of our staff had any particular comments on these plans.
They appear to be guite comprehensive and well written. These
two state beaches and reserve are important public resources.
Your plans should lead the public to a greater understanding and
enjoyment of these sites. -

Sincerely,

///\ 7 .
A,_),{/éffj___ (1/‘/‘/{,,2”/ =

— e -

4

Glenn A. Carpenter
Caliente Resource Area Manager
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E DOCENT COUNCIL .

¢ the San Luis Obispo Coast Area State Parks
Morro Bay State Park, Morro Bay, CA 93442

1/@5/88

Mr, James M. Doyle, Supervisor
Envirornmental Review Sectian

Califormia Department of Farks & Recreatior
P, 0. Bax 342836

Sacramento, CA., F4236-0d0ll

Dear Mr. Dayle:
Thank you far your letter of December Z22.

Your forty=—-five day time period makes it impossible for
us to pass the booklets through the entire boarac of either
the Docernt Council or the Natural History Asscociation, Dut =2
small grour which did the major waork on the earl.er
responses to your general planms did get togetner yesteraay
and PMas cansidered bath praeposals we received with care,

In general, those folks are favorably impressed with
thae proposals. We feel we can comfortably assure you tnat
the majority of cur members would agree. But a rnumber of
caommernts were made and 1 am attaching them, uredited, tc
this lettar for your informatiown.

Althnough tne subject 1s covered irn the geveral praposa.
we feel a crisis has developec at the Los Osos Oaxs Reservs.
The widening of Los Oscs Valley Road damaged part of the

resarve, as you are doubtless aware, and demalishec the,
<:> former parkinmg lot. The department canrnct wait faor
implementation of a twenmty-year olan to do something about
parking at the L.0.0Oaks Reserve. We hope action ~211 be
taken in tne very near future.

sincerely vyours,

/WW\
Don Haoffmar
President

co: Dave Sears
Doecent Courcil Eoard
NHA Board



COMMENTS: ©LOS 0SOS OAKS STATE RESERVE GENERAL PLAN

Eilleen Bowen
January 6, 1988

These comments refer to specific pages in the report unless ctherwise noted.

p.24 - Proposed Declaration of Purpose
Day Use is not specified, as in the original purpose, and needs to bLe
included.

.24 - Zone of Primary Interest

Re

1. Apparently the county road work is being done earlier =than IZFR

anticipated. It is now apparent that significant disturbancs
to the drainage near the creek has already been done, an< the
present situation needs to be addressed before this report 13 accepte

The grading that has been done may also affect the planned parking

2. €92, Off-shore installations could affect air quality in the CaxXs,
and should ke spelled out as a concern.

29

LAND USE AND FACILITIES ELEMENT

p.37 - Regional Recreation Profile
93 - Neither Morro Bay nor San Luis Obispo is mentioned 25 2 Iocus
@ of tourism in this county--nor Hearst Castle.
96 - The above omission seems inconsistent with the statement nere
shat 20% of total State Park usage is im this ares

5.28 - Existing Conditions
: G4 - Statement about mountain bike and eguestrian uses is non-commital.
They must not be tolerated 1in any part of the reserve.
27 - 20 . 91 - Statement on Los 0sos Valley Road improvements needs =2 I= odzzed
sefore report is finzlized.
4 . Zrgineering Zvaluation
Water: Why is any water needed?
o} included

.40 - Sewage: I am not certain that Los Osos 0Oaks is scheduled to Ze ce
in the prosposed sewage district. If not, the sewage 2ispcsal,
if needed at all, will need to ke reevaluated.

I have reservations about the need for toilets. None nave
been provided in the past. The reserve should be retained
in as near a natural state as possible. Amenities lixs rast
rooms tend to civilize the place.

2.40 - Pcwer and Phone: I don't think either is needed.
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p.40 - Guidelines for Land Use and Facility Development

Last item on page: Parking lot cannot wait for the plan.
attention is needed.

Immediate
p. 42 - Implementation of priorities

5. Trail system needs to be developed before an exhibit shelter
IRobi e JRSERAIY P (iNgRnafEhe nev tralls that should
INTERPRETIVE ELEMENT
As I have stated on previous occasions, I am not in favor of generic inzer-
pretation. The generic themes suggested should be expanded locally to

meet the needs of this specific situation, and the information should
presented with a view to the public served here.

p. 49 - Recommendaticns: Existing trail signs should be revised and

95
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1/4/88
COMMENTS: Gereral Plan, Loa Osos (Oaks Reserve

John FPisrce

Twa itaems in the gereral plan (preliminary) should be
reconsidered and strengtharned.

i. The priority for land acquisition to develap facilities
that will not negatively impact rnatrual and cultural values
shauld be greater. At present, it has the lowest pricrity
(s@@ page 428). The rapid growth in S.L.0. County and the
aver more rapid growth of tourism emonasize the neeg for
better posting anmd protectiarn.

Z, The guaesticm of security arnd protectiorn of the grove poth
for vandalism and caveruse or inapproapriate uses ne=ds o oe
addressed pramptly.
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services tc keep a reascnable supply on hand -for use by
visitars, when the proposed interpretive shelser is built.
l1lect something like 4,25 per CORY

1+ might be possible to co
of

- or some such amount -— for users.
course, but it would reguire a coin repasitory and samecone

to meniteor, Such things exist is some of the maticnal parks
and might work here ta haelp urwrite the cost the pamphlets.

On an hornor system,

P
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REACTION TO PRELIMINARY GENERAL PLAN
[
LOS 0S0S ORKS STATE RESERVE Ci
November 1387

. This is an excellent overall plan.
2. Additions are needed, however, as follows:

2. It ig unlikely that any kKind of trail sign lac
out of sight of the road will survive expected vanmdali
regrettable as it is to make the statement. Tharafare,
trail sigrs withir the reserve shauld Se arraws, direct
and & saries of 1molanted redwood Dosts with nambers wo
refar to paragraphs in a pamphlet yet ta be proaduced.

B. The existing trail -— and others that might be a
in future -- should have clearly delireated bourdariess.
border of white stcnes or a series of shart posts witn
rustic rails orn top, or scme other system for keepirig oec
an the paths would comtribute significantly to limiting ¢»
imoact of visitors orn the ervirarmmert,
3. Map #s 3 and 4 are inacourate cutsice tne ressrve. MR A
noet mattar. ‘

4, Mincr cammerts irclude:

a. Saying the reserve is cre mile northeast of Martara
De Oroc State Park is much like saying Mentana De Ore State
dark and Morro Bay Stata Park arae less tharm a mila from each
Sther, On the map both statemerts are correct, Crn the
rourd, bath statemerits are functicrally %isleac;ﬁ; T oac g
purceoses.

b. The local story is that the sOring in tha resarve
used to be locally famous for water quality but is now
coritaminated by the Mabile Hame Fark uohill fram the SDrivg.
There is in fact water thare: it does in fagt flow much of

“he Time; and it may or may 7ot e zartamirasaec. Zut i+s
gxistence should vot be deniad by saying the crly watar -

the area is the oreex which marks “mn2 2astern Teumcary of
the reserve.

c. Toilet facilities and water should be oostooredo
until there is much greater use of the reserve. Such
amenities currently would ancaurage camping and overwight
Use by the growing rumber of homeless and indigent inm the
caurty. Enforcement problems in the reserve are row
minimized by lack aof toilet, water, and electrica.
facilities.

5. Tme Dacent Courci) will probably be able tea usdate a
camohlet or braochure for the reserve, anc orovide the
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1/4/88

COMMENTS: Moryra Strand and RAtascadera State Beacnh gereral
plans, Novemoer 1387

Johv Fierce

While the guestiorn of sriowy plaver resting sites armo thneir
oraotection are dealt witnh arn page 468, it would strergthen
tha plan ta list this species o pages I8 anc 37 unger tne
ANIMAL LIFE heading. Ferhaps irn the "envirommerntal impact”
dcrtiorn as well. The status of tne srowy plaover as an
"erngarigered”" or "threaterea soeciesg” s currently under
artive Corsicerat iar.
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1/23787
REACTIONS TO PROFPOSED GENERAL DEVELOPMENT FLAN

MORRO STRAND & ATASCADERO STATE BEACHES
Navember 1387

i. Ir gereral, 1 feel these two plans are gxcellent.

2. I quastior whether it iz advisable for both units ta have

the same nrname, as propcosed. Thae only benafit aof the proposed

name charge I can parceive is temporary administrative
convenience for the DRR. Time amd expanzicon will sventually
require scmething like "Morrae Strand Nartn' and "Morro
Strand Sauth'. While that might suit, would the improvamers
really be worth all the charnges such ar action would
require?

3. The best surf fishing in either unit ig at the norih anc
of Atascadero State Beach. Many pecople whao currently use tne
facility there =-— irn particular, surf fisnermer == oark on
Beachcamber Drive and climb dowrn the sana cliffs there.
Those cliffs are detericorating rapidly. These visitors are
unlikely to use the parxing facilities insice the entrarce
Kicsk for twao reascors: (&) tha risk that a cay usa Daymsanrs
will be required, and (b) it is a consiceradbly lorger wal~
ta the good fishing spots at the north end of tne beach. -
might be wise and protective ta install stairway access to
the facility fram thne cliff top to the beacn rnear the
intersection of Beachcomber Drive and Yerba Buena St.

4, Part of the twenty year plarm should de To acauire Thea sand
setwean the *wa state teaches tmg interval is cwred mosTiy
by Chevron, I believe, wnich doesn’'t use Tha Ceacnh 15self as
all). The south enmd of Atascadere State Heach 1s samewnat
in Jecpardy alseo. The larnd 13 in private hands and 1% wau:i:s
rot take toc great a charge in various goverrmental bacdies
te see a rescort hotel arnd a burch of houses built there. Tre
beach and dures should cesrtainly e in DPR contral,

o
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2801 Johnson Ave., #13
San Luis Obispo,Ca. 93401
January 27, 1933

James M. D.vl~», Supervisor

Environmenatal Tcview Section

Departmen: cf Tarks & Recreation

P.0. Box 942396

Sacramento, Ca. 94296-0001

Dear Mr. Dcyle:

Thank you for sending copies of the Morro Strand, Atascadero
State Beach and Los Osos Oaks preliminary general plans.

On the whole, your staff has done a good job in resolving

various conflicts in favor of long-term protection for these

areas. [ am especially pleased with your provisions involving

rare and endangered species. Also, your approach to limiting
e

so-called "improvements' to what the land can absorb without
too much damage is encouraging.

Just a few questions...

Has your department taken any specific action to minimize
lurion threats originating outside the Los Osos Oaks uni:

2.The Morro Bay Strand-Atascadero State Beach plan mentions
(page 25) that the fuaction is opportunities for "ocean beach-
oriented recreation..." Does that include horses? On page =5,
you state that horseback riding '"shall be restricted to desig-
natred areas and routes'' Are these routes noted anywhere? are
the areas posted? How do riders and non-riders.know? Is

use of the beach a conpromise or is it your policy that -
belong on the beach?

3. Is the statement (page 46) that "dog leash laws shall De
strictly enforced" a matter of present or only future policy?
It's obvious that there is no such enforcement now.

L, 1 Zirmly oppose ycu:r possible "sezscnal medlile jfatole
wnic” (page 88) because it would simplv cause addiziconz.
lirzer, which alreadv is 2 problem in most accessiosle areas

zna de 0ro
cf communicy
s soon as

I look forward to recziving the volumes for Mont
and Morro Bay State Parks and to your next round
meetings. I hope you will publicize the dates a
possible, so people can arrange to attend.

Sincerely,
RECEIYED Q@Zil '4f;;>4#
Zetty Schetzer
JAN 2 9 1988
RPD
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SAMPLE USER - SURVEY

State of California — The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

Carw

SAN LUIS OBISPO COAST DISTRICT " |r~':"

S“‘ d o e

The California Department of Parks and Recreation is developing long-range plans for the management of the units of the State Parks
System an the Morro Bay area. As part of this process we would hike to know more ahout the people who use these parks and what needs
to be done to impiove the quality of your recreation experiences. Please complete this questionnaire and either return 1t to a park
empioyee or mail it back to us. THANK YOU!

ABOUT YOU AND YOUR TRAVEL? WHY DO YOU COME TO THIS PARK?

1. Which park unit are you visiting today? (If you 11.  Indicate only those activities below that interest you and
are visiting more than one park, please use which you would want to have emphasized within the park
additional questionnaires. Please use only one {use a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being of the most interest
questionnaire per park urit). to you).

T Mootana de Oro State Park Waiking —Golting

CoAtniante o Srate B — Hiking —Sweimmong

oo Bay State Park 38!0‘/0"»!79 — Sunrbatning

— oo Svand State Brarn —Jogging —Beachcomb.ng

T Los Osos Oaks State Ruyerow __Horseback riding —Surfing

{_Cayucos State Beach —Mountain biking __Saiiing
—Picnicking —Boaung

2. How often do you visit this park? Camping __Fishing
T This is first visit iphotOQraphv —Visiting Museum
(J 3-4 times a week or more S Nature observation —Docent Program
1.3 times a week ——Birdwatching —_Qthers
223 umas amonth

Ce e 12.  What do you think is special about this park? {{Jse a scale
16 umes g s rar of 1 to 10, with 1 being the best, etc.)
_Quiet —Friends

3. How long does your visit usually. last? _LScenery __Beach
" Less than an hour A few days L Nature —Reiaxation
T Less than a day (] One week or more é:lt's nearby Weather

T Overnight Ocean —DOthers_______

__Recreational Oppertunities __

4. in what city and state do you live? N
(_,J f ﬂ ] CRREE J ) ( C /:5} ) 13. What unique or fragile resourges lfnown to you at this park
require special care or protection?

| L, 7. ~ LTt/
i 5. Your age? ‘/YL o i RD "

6. Whatis your primary destination on this trip?
(3 This area is it

Z San Simeon Big Sur Monterey VISITOR SERVICES & FACILITIES?
TSanta Cruz San Frannans and further north
T Carts A e ann fh e 14, Do you think additional or increased visitor serv:cas
RN et fae e - N facilities are needed? @ YES LUNO
| i If ves, rate the items below using a scale of 0 tn 5 112

‘ Sobere did vou stay overmight’ How many mghts*’__’_ v being no increase/addivon 5 being the greatast nead

‘ Lt e e Bl e - for an increase;addition),
7Aoo Bay S:ate Park
"~ Atascadero State Beach _LHikmg Trail interpretae Den e
— Town of Moiro Bay Z.Blcycie Trail —Envirnmnyt Educ C---
Tl os Osos San Luis Obispo Baywood Park —Mountain Bike Trail ——Junior Ranger Progre~
San Simeon Cambiia —_Jogging Trait —Tent Campground
Other —Horse Trail — RV Campg cund

_~Interpretive Trail __Hike-In Campgounn
8. What type of accommodations did you use? / ___Bike Rental Faciliyy __SB.ken Camn
__ Mol T Ten: FRY __Horse Rental Fac.i 1y __Group Campg ound
T Bed & Boaeiast U Fiee: Home - | __Horse Staging Ares __ Campfire Core
; __Shuttle Bus Syster __San.tgvor Staton .
9. How many people are in your party? __Comfort Station __Camp Store
__Snack Bar __ Others
10. How did you arrive at the park? . __Family Picnic Sites _
~ Ca — B.ke T On ino: — Bus Z/RV _ Group Picnic Arez aras _
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15.

13

When you visit this park, do you want to be provided
more information on:

0] Cultural features (Native American history, Mexican
California, ranching, etc.)

EB/I\latural features (dunes, morros, vegetation, wildhfe, etc.)

{1 Recreational opportunities (other parks in area.
activities, etc.)

[J No additional interpretation/information needed

WHAT KIND OF A PARK SHOULD THIS BE?

What 15 your general phiosophy about the use of tand
at this park?

O Minimum developmeant, preserve the resouras’
[B/Leave the park the way 1tis

(JProvide more recreation opportunities

O Maximum development while preserving the rescurces

What detracts from your visit to this park?

O Tratfic
I RN Cvardais™
— T Co _IWegher
T Litrer
O Too crowaed
CJHard to get to
COther

it anaugn ce v
TR AUTEINNE
T1Many areac
JCammaria
JQuerdeuveiapad

Whar oot

oan

he single most :mportant change or improvement,
o owouid tva o see at this park?

Nhat kind of place do you think this park should be?

20, Please use this space for any additional comments you
would like to make.

THANKS AGAIN FOR YOUR PARTIZIPATION

tf you would like to ba on cur mati =7
planning activities or for resuits of . 3 survey pleass
provide your name and mailing address.

s future

T =

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 4890

BUSINESS REPLY

MAITL | T

SACRAMENTO, CALIF.

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE

CALIFORNIASTATE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATICN

P.O. BOX 2390
SACRAMENTO, CA 85211

ATTENTION: JILL VANNEMAN
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The First Public Meeting

- Please inus in planning ths future of the Maorro Bay Area state park units.
- Our first public meeling will be held:

November 12, 18386, 7p.m.

; Los Osos Junior High School

1555 El Morro Street

Los Osos
State parx planners will exoiain the general plan process and the role of
puchc involvement in de.eiszing the plan. A presantation of the draft

Resourced Element, highighting the significant cuttural and natural
. resources of the park, will include policies recommended by the
.- Departmental staff for protection and management of these resources. An
. "issues and concerns” workshop will be held foliowed by a question and
' comment period.

¢ lke developed, what lands should
| remain in their natural condition, &n
which natural, historice and cultural
values should be ennhanced or
interpreted.  How can our parks te
improved to meet your needs: what
is good and bad about thair
operation and management?

Park planners  will uszs t

information to develop ssvere
alternative plans tc be presertzd 1o
you at a second workshop in
February 1987. There you will be
asked to evaluate the ahernatives
and help formulate a single plan.
Our staff will then refine the singie

General Plan

resources of the parks.

33 E identity existing and future
i‘j i’i €:§ e rwa y problems and provide solutions.
. determine land wuse, park

: . development, and visitor activities
|

The California Department of Parks, | which are compatible with the
and Recreation 1 davelcping a plan = park and surrounding areas. ,
to guine the future of the ='a'e nark  ° cstermine  the  potential

a
2omm o~
iz
dep
3]

r environmentzl impacts of the land
SEEIG
& .

uses andvisitor activities

trig

b
UNRE Morre =
.

: P + estabish policies for maintenance
Siale Farr Moniana ¢ O Sz &nd  operaizn |, protection  and
Park and Los Osos Oaks Stale preservation of the resources,
Reserve cevelopment of faciliies and

interpretation of resource values.
The purpcse of the pian will be to ,
general

, provige general guidelines for | Throughout the plan
[ management of the resources and | process, the public is a vital member
development of faciliies at the | of the planning team. Your
parks. The gsnseral plan for thase | panticipation is requested at the
units  will serve as a fiexible, ‘ public workshops to be held during
comprenensive  and  long-range © the next year. At our first meeting

planning document.  To do this | we need your help in identifying
effectively  the  general  plan ; issues and concerns: what
must: ! recreation opportunities are

identify the cullure! and nztural needed. what facilities you would

planinto a draft generai plan for your
review at a third public meeting in
May 1587 The final document wiil
be submitisd to the State Par ang
© Recreatisn Commission in Spring
| 198B. There, 100, you will ha.e an
oppcrtunity to commeni on the pian.

Resource
Element
Availabie

During the last year resource
specialists from the Department of
Parks and Recreation inventoried
the resources of the Morro Bay Ares
state park unils and wrole draft
Resource Eiemeants (the first section
! of the genzral plan document). Ths
Resource Elements summarize the
Resource Inventories and set forth
specific policies for the proper
management and protection of each
unit's natural. cultural, scenic, and
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recreational resources. This part of
the general plan is written first so
that # can act as a guide for
developing other elements of the
plan.

Key porions of the Resource
Elements will be discussed at the
public meeting on November 12.
Copies of the document will be
avaiiable for public review at the
meeting or may be reviewsd during
the month of November at the
Depariment of Parks and Racreation
San Luis Obispo Coast District
Qtice (3340 South Higuera Street,
San Luis Obispo) or the Morro Bay
Museum of Natural History at Momo
Bay State Park.

User Survey

Many of you are aware that the
Department of Parks and Recreation
distributed a user survey to park

visitors this summer. Between
Memorial Day and Labor Day
weekenzZs 5000 surveys  wers

distrivuted at Montara de Orp and
Morro Bay Stale Parks, Los Osos
QOaks State Reserve and Atascadero
State Beach. (There are no
developed facilities at Morro Strand
State Beach and thersfore no way 1o
get surveys to the usars at this unit,.
The r=sponse has oz
tr rdzus with a  return rara

) AR

v

~

°i
~<
[ox

¢

The purpose of the user survey was
to generate information about tha
types of visitors to the units, what
activities they participate in, what

their problems are in using the
parks, how visitors think the parks
can be improved to bstter meeatl

visitor needs.

We publish the results ¢ithe survey
here. Be aware that the survey data
may not reflect fully the kinds of use
the parks receive nor the desires of

allwho use them. A good deal of

day-use occurs, especially by local residents, where the visitors make no
contact with the entrance stations or campgrounds where the surveys were
distributed. We hope that input from local residents attending the public

workshops to be held in the next few months will give us a more complete

picture of park use.

Ataccaderc Morro Bay Montana
SB SP de Oro SP
1. Which park unit are you visiting today?
TCTAL RESPONSES: 1189 150 719 252
2. How often do you visit this park?
First visit 50, ) 30%
i-6tlimes/year 455, 47% 5%
Once/month 3% 1% 2%
“2-3times/month - 1% £
1-3times/week A 1% 5%
3-4 times/week 1% - 2%
No response - - 3%
3. How long does your visit usually last?
A tew days 47% 5495 5E%:
Overnight 43, 205 147
One week/more 5% 2% 135
Less/hour %% 13% 192
Less/day %o % 15%
Noresponse %6 1% 2%
. 4. Where do you live?
' : Local 7% 8% 18%
Out of State 17% 12% 3%
North Coast Calif. LA % 2%
Nertheastem Calif. 2% 43, 15
SanFrancisce Bay Area gs- 82 B:.
Monterey Bay Area s 2% 1%
Central Valley 32% 17% 16%
Santa Barbara-Ventura Area 2% 5% 17%
Los Angeles Area 11% 22% 20%
Orange-San Diego Area 10% 11% 8%
Southeastern Calif. 2% 5% %
No response £ 4% 3%
5. Wha! is your age?
B-24 47 g% 8.
25-G4 1 RICA 22
35-44 23 23% 33%
45-54 13% 12% 17%
55-64 20°: 225% 9
65+ 0% 17% &%
No response 2% 5% 1%
6. What is your primary destination on this trip?
This area 55% 62% 87%
San Francisco and north 20% 16% 8%
LA and south 13% % 1%
San SimeorvBig Sur % 11% %
Ceniral Valley 4% 2% 1%
No response 1% 1% 4%

Los Osos
SR

Oegks
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7A. Where did you stay overnight?

Morro Bay State Park 1% 69% 3% 4%
Montana de Oro State Park 1% 2% 78% 4%
Atascadero State Beach 80% 1% - -
City of Morro Bay 1% 7.7% 3% --
SLO/Los Osos/Baywd Prk -- 2.6% 1% -
San SimeornvCambria 2% 3% - -
Local resident 5% 5.5% 11% 79%
Other 8% 8% 3% 13%
No response 2% 3% 2% -
7B. Average Overnight Stay (for non-local visitors)
Nignis 1.85 272 3 323
No responsa 20% 20% 7% -
8. What type of accommodation did you use? .
Motel % 9% 3% 10%
Tent 19% 7% 41% 4%
RV 71% 439% 37% 7%
B&B - 5% ~ -
Friend's Home 3% 6% 2% 14%
Under the stars 1% 5% 2% 4%
Cwn home/local resident 455 6% 11% B81%
No respornise 1952 2% 4% --
8. How many people in your party?
Average size of pany 2.7 29 3.6 2.1
10. How did you arrive at the park?
Car 34% 50% 60% 72%
RV €3% 48% 36% 7%
BiC)’C'e 1% 5% 1% 4%
On foot 1% 1% 5% 10%
Motoreycle 19 - 5% -
Horseback - 1% -
No response - 5% 1% -

11. What activities do you want emphasized at the park?
The highest -rated activity listed first for each unit:

Atascadero SB
Camping-75%
Walking-45%;
Zzashemhng-48%
;

Morro Bay SP
Camping-40%
Walking-40%
Nature obs. -37%
Visit museum-33
Beachcmbng-213

Fishing-16%
Photography-13%
Swimming-11%
Bicycling-7%

Hiking-19%

o~

Fishing-15%
Picnicking-12%

12. What do you think is special about this park? The top-rated 4 per unit:

Ocean Scenery
Beach Nature
Reiaxation Quiet
Scenery Gcean

’

o Hiking-35%:
: Begachocmbng-30% Birgw
Birdwatching-21%

o
/
7

/

Photography-15%

Montana de Oro
Camping-53%
Nature obs.-46%

Malking-41%s

Walking-75%

Photo.-32%:
Hiking- 3%
F.Jing-30%: Picnicking-
Birdwatching-16%
Photography-15%
Sunbathing-9%

Swimming-2%

Scenery Quiet
Quiet Nature
Nature Scenery
Ocean Relaxation

13. What unique or tragile resources require special protection?

Response to this question indicated that many people know of imporiant
resources and understand the need to protect them. No new information

aboul the resources was discovered.

Naturs obs -A5%

14. What new orimproved facilities

are needed?.
Atascadero
None-27%
Showers-31%
San.sta.-23%
RV Camp-13%
Campstore-9%
Restrorms-7%
Cmpfire Ctr.-7%
Tent Camp-6%

Mor:o Bay
Norie-529
Restrooms-11%
RV Camp-15%
Hiking trail-14%
Campstore-13%
Interpr. trail-11%
Bicycle trait- 11%

Montanade Oro
None-37%
Toilets-22%

Interp. trai-22%

Env. Ctr.-1 8%

Hiking trail- 16%

Tent Camp-16%

interp. Ctr.-16% |

Horse trail-16% |
{

Hike-inCmig-13%
Campstore-12%
Eq. Siaging-12%
Jr. Rgr. Prog.-11%
Fam. Picnic-11%
Bike-in Cmp-10%
Showers-2%
Bicycle Trail-9%
Horse Remal-9%

C.S/8hwrs.-10% RV Camp-9%

Bike rental-9%
TentCamp-8%

Los Osos Qaks
None-57%
Parking-21%
Interpr. trail-14%
Restroom-11%
Signs-7%

No response-7%

Group Camp-82:
Sani. station-8%:

15.  What do you want more '
information about as you visit the
park?
Alascaderc Morro Bay Montana LosOsos
de Oro  Oaxs

Nothing

35% 24%  25% 43%
Lottural Resources

12% 18%  25% 14%%
MNatural Rascurces

Zi%e 41%  5%% 36°:
Recreationa! Activities

29:@ 26:7/5 2OC/:~ 3-‘ -
NG response

133/:: 18%: 89/0 119:
16. What Is your general

philosophy of land use st this park?
Minimum development

36% 27% 45% 39%%
Leave astis
28% 36% 36% 509
Provide more recreation
7% 6% 2% 7%
Maximum development
20% 15% 12%
No response
9% 7% 5% -
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17. What detracts from your visit to
this park?

Atascadero SB
Nothing-31%

Too crowded-16%

No showers-10%

Too small-8%
Vandalism-8%
Litter-8%

Mot encughfacilities-7%
Noresponse-14%

forrc Bay SF
biothing 452,
Too crowded-10%
Too smali-5%
Traffic-5%6
Weather-5%
Not enough facilities4%
Litter-3%
No response-23%

Montane de Cro SP

b omocbmie o~
P :4‘"‘. (2]
Too sman-21%
Litar-G5.

Too crowded-8%
Areas inaccessible-7%
Vandaiism-7%

Not enough facilities-7%

Waezther-8%

~

1
1133
-

Les Osos Oaks SR
Nothing-54%

Too smal-11%
Tratiic-11%

Hard (o find-7%

Netencugntaziiities-70:

[SROYEPN /e

. Vi N
[} PIPT SR Y

thg sinzie mos!
important change or improvement
you would like to see at this part'?

Suggestions made included a wide
range of improvements. The ones
includec here represent a summary
of thoge mzntioned most cften.

ATASCADERD STATE BEACH
Hotshowers

Befar campsites. larger sites. better
screening less parking lot

atmosphere. fire rings ang table for

each site, RV hook-ups.
Better resanvalion system

MORRO BAY STATE PARK
More restrooms/showers
Better restroom maintenance

More hook-ups

Bike trail

Better campsites: larger, less
crowded, more privacy; better

screening; separate RV and tent
areas. _
Contro! noise: enforce cuiet hours,

no generalors, radios.  barking
dogs, group campers. or  road
naIse.

More campfire  prgrams  and

activities with rangers.
Control vehicle gaffic through park.

MONTANA DE ORQ STATE PARK
Improve restrooms: hot showers,
flush toilets.

Acquire more land to the south.

More camping area/sites: larger
campsitesbetter privacy. scregning.
improve  water system provide
running w/ater, hose bibus cicser 1o
sites.

improve Hazard Canyon
camp faciiities and rcad.
improve ftrails: better maintenance,
keep bikes off, allow dogs on horse
trails, provide traii maps.

horse

Improve facilities:develop  tent
camping in private land to the
south; develop environmental and

wilderness camping, ssoarzie RVs
and tents; deveiop & park entrance
with info; eliminate
provide ionger RV sites with hook-
ups; park store and laundromat.

Improve operations: hire more staff,
centrol racoons, enforce leash law,
keep  park  cleanz’ imorove
reservalion §ystem.

Improve  interpretatic crevide
more campiire piozrams,
migrmancn, ranger hides nalure
activities and self-guided
interpretive walks.

Provide improved resource

protection for the tidepools, oyster
beds and mud flats; control poison
oak, leave the eucalyuptus trees.

LOS 0S0S
RESERVE
Safer access to Los Oscs Vaiey
Rcad; paved parking further from
the highway

Restroom

Betier sighing

Longertrails

A bike rack

OAKS  STATE

RV use;.

13. What kind of place should this

.park be? The following is a
setection of comments that reflec!
the range, diversity and sometimes
conflicting responses received.

ATASCADERO STATE BEACH
"Justlike itis."

"An overnight stop”,
campground with  hot
hook-ups and dump station ™
"Keep #t natura' clean with pa
rangscs giving
sanc cuniss. 1des
"A guiet place 1o
the beach”

and A
showers,

’

sizeo and enicy

MORRO BAY STATC: PARK
"Justasitis.”

"A quiet, natural setting
for camping and relaxing.

[ e e

“Nature's heme:  full of birds,
squirrels, critters. Morro Bay is all t
can be wiinout major chage
Campsites arz  not  segregated
enough to meks #t a true ouidoor
experience.”

MONTANA Tt CRQO STATE PARK
“Leave it &s 11 & primitive, Quigt
unspoiles, undevz oped.”

"Special place for horse people to
camp and ride.”

"Environmental camping,
and undaveiopes neaches.”
it is. Morro Bay

hiking

State Parx rat "oox-uns. showers
anc comp sizl.lm o ror those nseding
such senvices Alzscaders Stale
Eeac- Fas orzan 2moing

LX3

Montanade Oroisspecial
as a primitive park: we
need these!"

"RV hook-ups 21¢ more sites.”
“Larger.”

"Limred access  Keep the rcad
bumgzy and not weli-paved.”
"Easy access o naluralresources
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LOS 0S0Ss
RESERVE
"Asitis.”

"A natural preserve,” "undeveloped
sanctuary®, "quiet and apart from
the city”, "a walk-in picnic area.”

OAKS  STATE

20. Additional Comments Again, it
would be impossible to record all
the comments received. Here is
just a sampling:

ATASCADERQ STATE BEACH

» Would like to cee this park
landscaped with native vegetation
and shrubs. Plant between
sites for privacy.

+ One of our favorite state parks.

+ Rangers friendly and helpful.
Excellent attitude.

+ Reservation system stinks!

* Cleaner restrooms please.

+ Tare away the 1a!l smoke stazks.
*Lengin limit of 24" is not enforced.

- Remove the sand dunes to give
better views of ocean.

* If you add hook-ups it will end up
too crowded and noisey.

"Atascadero State Beach
isoneofourfavoritestate
parks.”

*Why do you give the closedt
ocean sites to tenis? We made a
rssarvation

Enfcrte no generstors barwesn
5PN and 10AM.

Aizszacsro S B sctemt owell
Shaceld s small size coss s
warrant expansion of faciities

MORRO BAY STATE PARK
» We love this park! It is clean, well-
kept, with COURTEQUS personnel,

very clean restrooms.

- Go back o more rangers. Thsy
~are  always infermative  and
oieasant. Now they are

sverworked and cranky.

+ We were treated with friendiiness.
This is not always the case in State
Parks.

+ Tha park is deluged with RVs. |
hope strong restrictions will be

placed on them. A maximum
designation of 70% tents and 30%
RV should be made. There are few
developed sites for tents else-
where in this area.

*The generators, road traffic, smoke,
lack of privacy and inconsiderate
group campers forced us to find a
motel in the middle of the night.

* | would like to see all our State
Parks developed to accommodate
many more campers and RYS, with
faciiiiiz< tor more hook-ups.

« Our first and last visit. We still
don't know what we paid $12 for.

« Large RVs with generators should
9o eisewhere. The State should
not compete with commercial RV
parks.

"Our first and last visit,
Still don't know what we
paid $12 for."

+ Morro Bay campground seems to
need a rest, an opporunity for
recuperation and intensive
maintenznce work.

» Sheifen deserve a break., How
many oters do we need? Limit the
otter popuilation.

+ The museum nature walks are
great.

MONTANA DE ORO STATE PARK
« Acquire mere land to the south.
» For uz thic nark is one of ths meet

beautiv’ ang peaceful places in
Caliior—.z Ve sinCeraly hepe
ftcar 2 ivatnis

« b woul ke running waier and hot

showers tc make this area perect,

« Don't aad more faciiities (even i
the toilets stink!)

+ After staying in some of the
overcrowded state parks, # was
very refreshing to be in this quiet,

relatively unspoiled park. We will
cerainly come again. We loved
the ocezn views along the bluff

trails, and the sightings of pelicans,
seals, olters, and cormorants.

+ I've camped all over the U.S. and
this is the nicest campground I've
beento, primitive but clean.

+ This park has a tremendous

—

amount of land and very few |
campsites. There shouid not be
any addiional purchase of land

until the present park is developed -
to accommodate more visitors.

“Let those who want to
bring the city with them
go elsewhere."”

* leave it as it 5. Le! these wne
want to bring the city with them qc
elsewhere. Any  increased
development and usage would

decrease the quality of the area

YO

There are  plenty of peopiz here
already.

* We appreciete  the  large
campsites.

*Ranger and hostess both wers n.ce
and helpful.

+ Do not remove eucalysius trees.
* Thin eucalypius to rastore nativs
vegetation.

LOS OS0S QAKS SR

*l was shocked at how smail this are
ic.

*To protect ground-nesting birds
remind people dogs are not aligw g,
*[thought the trail markers ware well-
done, just enough for a selfguided
trail.

[AV)

Upcate s published by the ,
Califomia Department of Parks and
Recreation. Foradditional

- i information dirsct your guastions
- | 1o Momo Bay Area State Park Units

1

General Planning Team. P.C. Sox
: 84289€, Sacramento, CA §4285-
: 001, Afin: Jill Vanneman (615:

|1 323-4260.
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The Planning Process...
Where we are:

Step 1 Organizing the Planning Job
Step 2 Gathering.Information

Step 3 Developing Alternatives
Step 4 Composing a Single Plan
Step 5 CEQA Review Process
Step 6 State Park and Commission

Hearing

State of California

Depariment of Parks and Recreation
Morro Bay Area State Park Units
General Planning Team

P.O. Box 942896

Qe L QADCR.N
Sacrameno, CA 94288-0001
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For Your Information

- W you are receiving Update for the first time, the
" California Department of Parks and Recreation
~is now in the process of preparing a
comprehensive genera! pian for the five Morro
Bay area state park units: Montana de Oro
State Park, Mcrro Bay State Fark, Atascadero
State Beach, Morro Strand State Beach, and
. Los Osos Oaks State Reserve. On November
12, 1986, the first in a series of local public
. involvement workshops was held. During the
- summer of 1986 user surveys were also
distributed to gather public concerns and ideas.
This newsietter is published to in‘crm you cithe
issues and concerns have bsen
identified, the progress of the pianning process

- and of upcoming evens.

Wich

First Public Meeting

- One hundred twelve people atended our first
. public meeting on November 12, 1986. What a
- great turnout! We would like to thank each of
- you for your participation and for sharing your
~ideas with us. For such a large attendance we
were exceptionally plsased with the orderly
- progress and productivity of the meeting.

- The =eting began with an introduction of our
. depe..nental planning team and a discussion
i of the purpose and content of the general plan.

The draft Resource Element was presented,
highlighting the significant cultural and natural
resources of each unit. This discussion also
included  policies recommended by the
departmental  staff  for protection  and
management of these resources. (The draft °
Resource Element can be reviewed at the
Depariment of Parks and Recreation San Luis
Obispo Coast District Ofice, 3220 Soi‘n
Higuera Street, San Luis Obispo, or the Morro .
Bay Museum of Natural History at Morro Bay -
State Park).

|

Upcoming Public Workshop

The results of the user survey and first public !,
workshop will help us to develcp land use !
alternatives. These alternatives will contain
specific proposals regarding such things as

road alignments, parking improverents,
camping capacities, day-use improvements,
‘nterpretive faciiias. and marinag o goif course
alterations. We will present the proposed .

alternatives for your evaluation and discussion
at the next public workshop which will be heid:

MARCH 18, 1987 ,7 - 10 PM
LOS OSOS JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
1555 EL MORRO STREET
LOS 0S0OS :
If you wish to communicate with us befcre then, |
write Us at our return address, or call us at
(916) 323-5067 or 323- 4268. ?
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'~ the Morro Bay S.P.

| separate

After a brief question and
answer period, workshop
participants formed 14
groups. These
groups spent the next hour
and a half discussing specific
park  issues related 1o
rescurces, camping, day-use,
Golf
Course and marina, the Moo
Bay park road, Camp KEE P
interpretation, and ciner
issues of concern identifiec by

the group paricipants. each

work group then presented iis
ideas to the workshop as a

" whole. It was a lengthy but

very productive evening.

The icllcwing s a summary of
the comments, concerns, and
ideas expressed by workshop
participants as well as cthers
who have contacted us. These
comments are not intended to
represent a public consensus
cn any paricular issue. but
simply an indication <f 1he
vanety of issues anc ccrzernn
expressed.

v

Resource [ssues

+ Decnotremove eucalynt
trecs.

- Gracually replace some
eucalyptus with natives.

+  Plant some ogk trees in
treeless areas.

« Protect the water quality of
bay and wetiands.

« Do not replant sand dunes.

«  Maintain wilderness and
pristine nature of Montana
de Oro.

+  Protect tide pools.

« Control obnoxious weeds.

Eliminate hunting.
Assess impact of hunting
on park resources.
Protect Monarch butterfly

habitat.

Camping

Upcate axisting facilities
rathier than expand.
Separate one-night
campers from others.
Impreve and expand
campgrounds.
Provide more camping at
Montana de Oro.
Need more restrooms in all
uni‘s.
Reopen Chorro Willows
group camp area.
Develop water at Montana
de Oro.
Develop new camping
east of South Bay Bivd.
Eliminate enroute camping
in marnna parking lot.
Keeg chiidren away from
Orcas St. bridge at
Atascadero S. B.
Have year around camp
hosts.
Provide more garbage

1

Mo~znz de Oro.
Eliminae over-use of
existing campgrounds.
Deveiop additional
environmental campsites
at Montana de Oro.
Provide R. V. camping on
new property east of South
Bay Bivd.

Frovide more bike
camping.

Day-use Facilities

Expand facilities at
Montana de Oro.

Improve poorly located
Morro Bay facilities.
Provide emergency
telephones.

Provide better
maintenance cf existing
iacilities.

improve day-use accessto
sand dunes.

improve day-use iaunch
ramp at marina.
Improve parking and d
use facilities at Los Os
Oaks.

Develop more faclites at
Morro Strand.

Improve and expand
facilities at Hazard Cyn.
Need day-use ares at
marina.

Need picnic area at Morro
Rock. :

Imorove separation of cry-

use and camping.

y..

-
=
~
“

Morro Bay Golf Course

and Matrina

Do not expand mannz
improve it.

Improve safety ¢t mz-
Retain a percentage ¢i iz
slips for live-aboards.
Dredge and upgrade
marina.

Add more slips to mar.na.
Improve marina area fcr
recreaticn.

Provide more shore
facilities for marina users.
Need dry storage racks for
small boats.

Provide pump-out faciity.
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Use reclaimed water on

golf course.

Need a harbor master at
marina.

Leave golf course as is.

Morro Bay Park Road

Widen roadway.

Need a bike path.

Provide waiking and bike
path on inside of road.

Put speed bumps on road.
Limit speed to 15 MPH.
Take trees out on curve.
Consider one-way traffic
flow.

Upgrade roed through goif
course.

Close road through golf
course.

Camp K.E.E.P.

Keep it as it is for children.
Opanitto tne pubiic if
schools carn still use it.
Add a separate
environmentzal center for
the public.

Expand and aliow
permanen' dUidings.

Do not mare it permanent,

Hexpandes @ should be
avaiable 1¢ Lihers.

It shouid be cpentothe
general pubic.

Use old CCC camp area at

Camp San Luis.

Use Spooner house for
environmental education.
Develop public
environmenta! education
in another lccation.
Openitto all SLO county
schools, but not the

general public.

Interpretation

Provide maps for things of
special interest.

Need more self-guided
tours.

Provide more trail signs.
Expand campfire program.
Need more interpretive
staff and museum curator.
Provide interpretation of
Kangaroo Rats.

Continue doing a great
job.

Enlarge auditorium at
museum.

Montana de Oro rizeds
interpretive center.
Remove interpretive signs
at Los Oscs Oaks because
of continued vandalism.
Ensure that contemporary
museum standards are
met.

Frovide mcre printed hand-
outs.

Improve interpretive
displays at museum.
Have more rotating
displays at museum.
Provide more guides than
more signs.

Provide hands-on
aguarium sl musedm.

Other Issues

No hunting in bird
sanctuary.

Do not allow damming of
teeder streams.

Provide for hang giiding
east of S. Bay Blivd..
Prohibit off-road vehicles

in any park.

* Purchase Fields ranch at
Montana de Oro.

* Provide more patro! staft
for public safety

* Reconstruct Black Hil trail.

* Develop mountain bike
trails.

* Restrict dogs in sensitive
resource areas.

* Screen ranger residence
area at Montana de Oro
from public view,

« Provide safe bike trail to
Montana de Cro.

* Reopen bay channe! north
of Morro Rock. &

New Planner

On December 2, 1986, 2 new

staff  member joined

- planning team. Jim Quayle is

" a licensed

our

- Architect with over 12 years s
y

- coming to the

. worked for

i

experience. He worked as a |

project manager in  our |
Acquisition  Division before

Deveioprea-t
Division. His experience
the most recent acquisi
for the local state park unis
has increased his already
strong familiarity with many
issues in the Morro Bay area.
His initial familiarity dates from

il

<

1O
FATN )}

the four years he spent as a .

student at Cal Poly, San Luis
Obispo, and the two years he
a deveioper in
Avilz Beach. =

115



r General Plan Newsletter j

THE PLANNING PROCESS...

Where we are:

Step 1 Organizing the planning job
" Step 2 Gathering information
Step 3 Developing alternatives

— Step4 Composing asingle plan

— Step 5 CEQArreview process

_ Step 6 State Park and Recreation
Commission Hearing

S:ate of California

Departmen: of Parks and Recrezanr
orro Eay Area State Park Units
General Planning Team

P. Q. Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 94296-0001
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Current
Planning
Status

Since our last public meeting. held
Aarcti 1210 Les Dsos, the planning
team has been busy compiling and
anaiyzing the individual and group
reports prepared by the workshop
participants.  We've answered a
number of letters from the public
resuliing from the workshop, and
we met again with various city and

county officizle and sta®. Ths
wocant Councii iof the Sar Lus
Coigpo Coasgt Arza Stale Parss

invited the planning team to an
April meeting at the Morro Bay
Natural History Museum to give us
its thoughts about planning for the
parks.

The planning
atiempting to gevelo
!

; N T
fur zach of tme

[A IS

Denr Unis bassec
appropriate  park  planning  and
gdesign guidelines, stalewigs
recreation needs, and public input
from the user survey results and
the comments and reactions 1o ths
alternative plans that we've hsarg
so tar  The single plans wili bs
presentzd for public review ang
evaiuzncn at mestings to be held
in August. We will tell you more
about these meelings and the
single pians in the next issue of
Update. '

iaig

f

;
i
t

To our nevr readers...

The Cealifomia Deparntment of Parks and FRecreation is prepanng a
comprehensive general plan for the five Morro Bav area statle parh units
Pubiic involvement is a crucial component of the planning process. Update
is published at critical points in the planning process sc that you know
what the planning team is doing, what issues and ideas have been
expressed to us by the public, and when upcoming meetings wili be held ’
so that you will have an opportunity to participate.

Buring the summer of 1985 a user survey was distributed 10 visitors at t
Morro Bay area state park uniis. The resul's of almos; 1200 respense
were-summarized in Issue On2 of Update. Issus Two repones ths results
of the first local public meeting held November 12, 1986 {o gather pubiic
comments and concerns regarding planning of the park units and to
present the draft Resource Elements, which highlight the significant
cultural and natural resources of the unit along with recommendad policies
for the protection and management of those resources. This issue of
Update reports the results of the last public workshop, held March 18,
1987, when the planning team presentad ahermative lans use and
taciitiesplans for each unit and asked the workshen participants 1o evaluate

the cHerznt pians

i

' the workgroup and  individual

workbook repons

March
Workshop

Monianade QOro

Roao it

7“"3u S Thirteen  ndwiduais wmed 0

S — evaluahcn  forms and another
twenty-three peopla worked

-

together in groups of 5 tc 7 10
evaluate the Montana de Oro
alternatives. Each group agreed by
consensus on #s  preferred
atternative for eight ditferent areas

Between 200 and 250 peopie
attended the last workshop, a
much greater turn-out than we had
anticipatzd. Most written and oral

commen: from the  publc of the park: Pecho Road Hazard
concem=d Moo Bay State Park Canyon and Sandsp: Beach
Curng the meeting the pianning  Access, Hazard Canyon Horse

Camp, Camp KEEP, Spooners
Cove, Islay Creek, Coon
Creek, and Trails.

tearn heerd a ot of vocal cpnosition
10 any changes to the golf course.
The foliowing is a summary of both
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Workshop Results

-~

Pecho Road

Group 2 preferred that only minor
safety improvements be made to
the road, while Groups 2, 3, and 4
voted to widen the road and
provide bike lanes. Group 3 was
concerned that any road
improvements  not lead to
increased speed Groups 2 and 3
thought certain turn-outs along the
road shouid be developed as vista
noinls ancd for additional day-use
parking. Group 1 thought a park
entrance siation was a good idea,
but without tee collection.

The results of the 13 individual

evaluation forms tumed in are
summarized below for Pecho
Road.

LGS imnrovemanis 5

Widzn road provide bike ianes: 9.
Develop turn-outs along road: 8.
Develop entrance station: 7.

Hazard Canyon and

Sandspit Beach Access
tour groups agreed on the
cest of ennngting park access
irom Army Road and developing a
naw sandspi parking area from a
new access road about 1/2 mile
south of Army Road. All four
groups agreed on eliminating
roadsicde beach access parking at
Hazard Canvon. and developing a
new RBG-car parking area  and
rzstroom south of the  existing
~zacth accass trail Group 2 was
cencerned there be one

All

tnai
designated beach actess trail at
Hazard Canyon to reduce biuft

erosion caused by the use of
several existing trails. Group 1
suggested that a phone be

provided at the parking area.

Individual Report Results

Develop new 8G-car parking lot: 10.
Eliminate Army Road access;
develop new access road and
parking area. 11.

Hazard Canyon

Horse Camp

Groups 1, 2, and 4 like the idea of a
day-use equestrian staging area
with a restroom and picnic sites.
Group 1 thought the existing
access road should be improved or
a new one developed, and that the
existing horse camp facilities
should be improved and the
capacity increased. Group 1 also
suggested  that parking be
provided in this area for hikers and
mountain bikersr Group 3 thought
the area is fine just the way it is, but
needs better maintenance.
Groups 1, 2, and 3 suggested that
a phone be provided.

individual Report Results

Improve access: €.

Deveiop day-use horse staging
area, restroom and picninc sites: 9.
Upgrade horse camp and increase

capacity: 4.

Camp KEEP (kem County
Environmental Education Program,)

Al four groups preferred that an
environmental education center be
developed for use by many groups
and schoo! districts, but that Kern
County continue to operate on an
interim basis. Group 2 thought that

the existing ranger residences
should bs reiocated. Group C
suggestec that the Camo KEer

area be designed to accommodat
a you'n hostel as weli as &n
environmental education center,
while Group 4 thought the area
would be suitable for a group
camp/day-use facility.

Individual Report Results

Develop environmental education
center: 12.
Relocate
residences:?.
Develop youtrn hostel: 2.

Develop multi-use group camp/day-
use facilty: 2.

existing ranger

-Spooners Cove

Group 3 wanted the area to remain
as is with minor access
improvemerts and  interpretive
signs. Groups 1 2, and 4 thought
the existing facilities should be
upgraded, although gach
suggested difterent ways of doing
that. Paving. increased picnic
sites,  permanent restrooms
outdoor showzrs. and interpretive
signs were preferred by Group 1.
while Group 2 said "no showere
and no paving™. Group 4 though!
parking on the beach should be
gliminated, but liked the other
proposed improvements.

individual Report Results
Remain as 1I1s angd make
access improvernenis: 3.
Upgrade faciinize 10

muncr

Islay Creek
Group 3 would like the existing
campground tc remain as s
Groups 1, 2, and 4 thought ths
tacilty should be upgradeC with
imoroved rast-ooms, unning
water, and lancscape screening
Adaptation of ths ranch house as
combination park  office an
interpretive centar is a good ide
according to Groups 2, 3 anc 4.
Groups 1 and 2 voted to remove
the barn in lIslay Creak Canyzn
zithough Grouz 2 wantea i
remain  "unti rzzlly dangerc
Group 4 wante? 12 |

whiie Group 8

o

v

ainns
and shade shele-
Individual Report Results

Campground to remain asis: 3.
Upgrade campground and provide

restrooms, showers, f{andscape
screening: C.
Adapt ranch house as park

oficefinterpretive center: 11.
Remove Islay Creek barn: 2.
Leave bam/improve it: 5.
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Workshop Results

—_—

|

'

Coon Creek

Three groups, 1, 2, and 3, agreed
on upgrading the Coon Creek day-
use facilities with a paved parking
area, inhcreased picnic sites and
permanent restrooms. Group 2,
however, thought that only
additiona! picnic sites are neede.

Groups 1 and 3 favored
developmen! of a new 50-75 uni
campground. but botn groups felt it
shouid be "prnmitive”. Only one
gQroup warnted interpretive paneis
addzd to the coastal bluff trailhead.

Individual Report Results
Upgrade day-use facilities: pave,
increase picninc sites, permanent

restrooms: 11,

Develcp new 50 tn 75.unt
Camnpgrouns 4

AJC interpretive panels to Bluff
Trail: 2.

Trails

All four groups favored

establishment of the State Coastal
Trail link througn the park. Group 1
mounta’s bike trails and
yesinian trails should
be established. Group 2 was
unable to reach a consensus
regarding trails: "Part of the group
feeis strongly that egquestrian and

n- -J,-!,—“

C.‘.J")Jnd eg

moumntain  bike wuse should be
mainiained znd expanded. Others
are  concemed  aoout  environ-

mental damage from these uses”

Group B otzotreg establishment of

i ans. designating
exigling trails as "multipie use”, and
instahation of tral yield signs.

Group 4 thought that some existing
trails outside sensitive areas should
be designated muliple-use to
accommodate mountain bike use.
Groups 2 and 3 like the concept of
a system of trai' camps, although
Group 3 was concerned about the
fire hazard.

1

Individual Report Results
Establish additional equestrian
trails: 7.

Establish State Coastal trail link
through park: 13.

Establish or designate mountain
bike trails: 11.

Develop trail camps: 8.

Los Osos QOaks
State Reserve

One group was formed to evaluate
the different plans for this uni. A
number of individuals comments

~ were also received.

The group consensus, along with

- six individual comments, was that

parking should not be provided on
the interior of the unit, roadside
parking shouid be provided to
replace that 1o be eliminated by the
county widening of Los Osocs
Valley Road, and that additional
tand should be acquired when
vailable 1o provide parking that will
not impact the unit resources. Tne
gioup  and  seven ingividuals
recommended that additional trai's
be provided in the westem portion
of this unit. Other commenis /
suggestions: provide a unit sign
{four people}, leave the unit as i 15
p 'sm,\, provide parking w:~n
v It {1 person), add a restro ™.
dr‘a use, no cuting
FPids i1 comment eazh,.

&

o)

d) =
)J

Morro Bay
State Park

Five groups (a total of almost 40
people; workéd together to arrive
at a consensus for each area of the
park. In addition, a large number of

about one or more areas of the
park, such as the golf course. it has
been difficult to evaluate some of
the information we received for |
various reasons. However, for
many areas a consensus is quite
clear.

Morro Rock

All five groups agreed that
parking and turn-around area on
the south side ¢! the rock shouls
be improved and interpretation
provided. 13 individual commesnts
supporied  this  concept, 10
individuals wanted the ars: to
remain as s Additional
suggestions: reopen the harbor
entrance ncnh  of rock {2

the
peopls). widsn the rcad to the rock
{1 person;.

the

Vehicular Access and

Circulation

The consensus of three groups
and 10 indiviouzls was to ciose
park roads to thru traffic. One
group an¢ M1 i”‘ividJals thought
existing rcads srould be left as is
with ming- safei_,f IMDrovemanis.
Developmeni ¢f & bypass road was
supported by 10 people. Nine
individuals recommended that the
golf course road be widened along

with improvemsnts such as an
overpass:undsrcass for  golfer
safety. ~azonal concerns’

SUQE=SsloNsS” Mainiain OPen access
{6 the myseym 1 group and 8
individua: comm=nis . develep a
bike path through the park {1 group
and 1 individual,. improve both park
roads (1 group;. realign South Bay
Boulevard 10 the east (2 i
individuals).

Heron Rookery

The majerity of responses tavored
improvement of interpretaticn at
the rockery (four groups and seven
individuals}, Two groups and 19
individuais wanted it left as it is.

incividsal evaluations were > |
received which expressed concem One group and one individual
119 3



Workshop Results

recommended that the existing
parking area be removed. Five
responses recommended trail

improvements to accommodate the
handigapped.

Windy Cove

Two groups and 10 individuals
responded that they want the area
to remain as is. Improved trail
connectione from this area to the
mwzaum and  the  campground
were preferred by 3 groups and 8
indivuals  Additional suggestions:
relocate the existing parking (1
group and 5 individuals), provide a
pichic area (5 people).

NaturalHistory Museum
White Point

~ihee groups and 23 individua!
smments supponed updating the
museum displays and realignment
ot the trail to the top of White Point
16 avoid archeological resources.
Additional suggestions: Enlarge
the museum theatre (2 groups and
5 individuals), remove trees from
the rock (1 group and 1 indi«idua!).
srovide more museum staft (1
wo ans 1 oindividuall, increase
mussum  parking (2 individuals),
elimirate the trail to White Point (1
person). )

@

Golf Course

This arza of the park received the
iargest numzer of comments. Four
ot the 5 g'oupa along witn 30

wedivicaa s did not wish 16 se¢e the
su coutse changed. Tnrez
groups and 11 indivicuals
concurred that the golf course
oarking be expanded and
improved. Twelve individuals

recommended that an additiona!
nine holes be added to the course.
One group wanted a trail
daveloped for the interpretation of
ine Mcnarch  butterfly  habitat.
Other recommendations:  realign
holes 14 and 15 to allow some
expansion of the campground (1
person), continue use of non-

potable water for golf-course
irrigation (one group), realign the
golf course parking lot (2 people),
relocate the back nine holes
behind Black Hill {1 person), realign
holes 13, 14, and 15 (1 person),
increase fees for non-county
goters, comect  vehicle/golter
contlict between holes 2 and 3.

Marina

Three of the five groups and 13
individuals want the existing marina
retained and improved. Two of the
groups, along with 13 individuals,
would like to see a small-boat
launch ramp installed. Two groups
and 7 individuais recommended
that picnic facilities be added in this
area. Two groups and 7 individuals
also  want  enroute camoping
eliminated in the marina arez One
group and. 5 individuais want
additional slips provided.  Cne
group and 2 individuals asked that
the areabeleftasitis.

Marsh Parking Area

(Hunters Lot)

Three groups and 6 pecple want
interpretive displays, trails, and a
boardwalk {¢ be aoded to the area.
One group and six people
recommended that parking be
upgraded with access provided
from the marina. One group and 2
people would like to see picnic
sites and 2 restroom provides in

ihis area One group ana S pespis
would lite 1o se pDarwing
arminates Cre persce wias
opposed to a boardwalk cr any
additional trails inthe marsh
Campground

All five groups agreed that a
permanent group -camp should be
developed. Two groups and 6
individuals felt that the existing

campground should be improved
but not enlarged. Two groups and
13 people felt that #t should be laft
as is. One group and 6 individuals
felt that the campground should be

improved and enlarged.  Other
comments / recommendations:
relocate all camping to the east of
South Bay Boulevard (2 peopie),
expand camping east of the
existing campground (2. people)).
enlarge other campgrounds in the
Morro Bay area (1 personj, remove
trees in the campground, develop
a bike path and exercise trail in the
campground {1 person;. locaie RV
camping near the treewzy on the
back side of Black Hill.

Black Hill

Four of the five groups and 18
persons would like to have
trailhead signing and connections
to the existing campground
improved. Three of the groups
along with 4 incividuals woulg like
an interpretive Cther
suggestions. enlargs the parking
for a school bus turn-around (1
group and 4 individuais), eitminate
vehicular access (4 individuals),
leave area as is (2 people}. control
trail erosion (1 person).

-1~
Cisgiay.

Operations,
Maintenance, and

Staff Residence Areas
Three of the groups and 8
individuals would like & centralized
administrative faciiity located on
Turri Road. One group and S
individuals desire that mm areas
remain as thsy are
gxpressed con ";'ra gnout
esthetics regarc 2as of wnat s
decne. One inc. G2s
that staff hous:ng be reiocated
rather than eliminaizd

Chorro Willows

Three of the groups and six
individuals weant a smal' day-use
parking area dzveloped. Cne
group and twelve individeuals want
trail access only in this arca. One
group and two individuals want RV
camping developed in this area.
Three individuals wan! the area
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One group, along with 6
individuals, recommended that
hang-gliding be allowed on this

person thought the area should be
designated as an underwater park.

included
fencing, signing,
designated  pedestrian  beach

Other
providing

suggestions

Workshop Results ]

raised and permanent group | naturalbwiidife habitat area. One | recommended that the existing
camping devaloped here person thought the Studio Drive ' parking area be upgraded and

} parking shouid be removed, while i Ppaved for 50-75 vehicles and that a
Baptista Ranch | two peopie preferred to see it = permanent restroom and
Tnree groups and & individua's =~ retaine? wrn  additional land-  interpretive material be installeg
want only parking, interpretive | Scaping and safely improvements Three others recommended tha! a
exhibits, and trails developed on | Two peopie preferred additional  picnic area be installed. Thres
this property. Two groups and 12 | amenities such as picnic sites, fire ' others  also expressed  that
individuals want a mountain bike | fings, outdoor showers, and  vehicular access to the sand dune
trail and other trails developed. , interpretive  shelter/panels. One | to the south should be eliminated.

|

property. One group and 3 others
wari the propeny Ieft as is. Five
oecple want the property used for

day-use and enroute camping.
~ Other suggestions: no equestrian
trails (2 people), develop an 18-
hole golf course (1 person:.

South Bay Blvd.

Four of the five groups
recommended that day-use
continue with improved access and

nterpretaticn.  One group and 6
individuals would like a portion of
this area returned to marsh habitat.
One person opposed any marsh
interpretive panels inthis area. !

Morrc Strand
State Beach

Not ehough interest was
expressed in the alternative plang
for this unit to form a workgroup,
although 3 individuais filled out
evaluation forms. Al three
recommended esiablishment of
the Old Creek area as a

" received

Atascadero
State Beach

Only individual comments were
received for this unit.  Twelve
people made 31 comments about
various argas of this park.

Campgreund

None of the ahernative options for
the campground received more
than two votes.

Coastal Access Points

Three peopis recommended that a
slairway be azded at Yerta Buena
and Beachzomber.  One person
Cevelopment  of a2
stairway at Beachcomber and Orcas
Street.  One person expressed
concem tha! parking be provided
near ail beach access points. One
person recommended that access
trom Beachcomber be eliminated.

Cloisters Site
Four of the twelve comments
for this area

access, dune stabilizaticn
plantings. &n entrance station and
additional camping, and statz
purcnase of the VRM property.

Other

Recommendations

Three individuais concurred that
the existing name is confusing and
should be <changed to be
combined with Morro Strang State
Beach. Two othaer comments were
received 10 designate ofi-shore
lands an an underwater park.

Upcaie  is published by tns
California Depanment of Parks anz
Recreation. For additional infor-
mation, drect your questions 1o
Morrc Bay Area State Park Units
General Planning Team, P.O. Box
942898, Sacramento, CA 942¢6-
001. Afin: Jim Quayle (518; 323-
5067, or Ji'! Vanneman ($18) 323-
4259,
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Where we are:

Step 1
Step 2
Step 3
Step 4
Step 5
Step 6
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The Planning Process...

Organizing the Planning Jcb
(Gathering Information
Developing Alternatives
Composing a Single Plan
CEQA Review Process

- State Park and Recreation
Commission Hearing

State of Caliicrnia

Depanmaent ¢ Parks and Recreation
P.C. Box 842295

Sacramentc. CA 542856-0001
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General Plan
Progress...

Planners from the California Depar-
ment of Parks and Recreation have
been working since April, 1986, with
the people of the Morro Bay areainan |
effort to prepare general plans forthe -
Morro Bay area state park units that
will meet the needs of both local resi-
dents and statewid= users. Allarna-
tive pians were prepared from the in-
formation collecied at workshops
held in Los Osos in November, 1986
These alternative plans were evalu-
ated in March, 1887, in a workshop at
which the people told our planners
what shouid be in the final plan. A
single plan for each ¢f the park units
is summarized inthis issue of Update
end witi be avaiiable for review anz
commenis & a public mesting in
September {see back for delails). E

Final |

Thisissue of Update summarizesthe
planning team's recommendations
for changes orimprovements infacii-
ties at the Morrc Bay area state park
units.  Recommendations tor re-
source preservation and manage-
ment policies at the parks were pre-
sented at the firs! public meeting.

~ S e

T Be
’

FACILITIES PLAN
MONTANA DE ORO STATE PARK

Tr€ MEIOFIES AGENCY
LEF™ OF PAwr S AND REDRE 4704

————

Montana de Oro State Park
Several policies are recommended in
the Resource Element for protection
of the natural and cultural resources
at this park. including:

123

m designation of the barrier dune

compiex as a natural preserve;

m acquisition of the watershed

lands of upper Hazard, Islay. and
(Continued on page 2).



Final Plan

Coon Creeks;

m restoration of degraded riparian

areas;

s protection of the unit's 16 rare or
endangered plant species, and de-
velopment of management pro-
grams, when appropriate, for animal

species that are threatened, endan-
gered or of special concem;

s mManagement of the Coon Creek /
Islay Creek roadless areain amanner
consistent with long-term perpetu-
atinnof its wiiderness character; and,
& nomination of the sand dunes’ 39
prehistoric archeclogical sites to the
National Register of Historic Places
as an Archeological District.

In conjunction with protection of the
sandspit and the endangered kanga-
roo rat habitat, the Facilities Plan far
Mzontana de Oro recommends elimi-
naung pudlic park access from Army
Road in an etfon to control illegal
OHV use and resuhant erosion and
habitat destruction. The plan pro-
pcses that the park boundary be
fenced, with only emergency vehicle |
access tothe beachallowed, andthat -
kangaroo rat habitat be restored. To
provide continued beach access to
this portion of the unit's coastling, the
plan racommends cavelopment o a
new parking area anc access road oft
Pecho Road to the south.

Beach access at Hazard Canyon will,
continue, akthough a new parking
area will be establisned south of the
canyon, across from the entrance
road to Camp KEEPR, while the exist-
g trail to the beach from the south
side will be improves. 7 nis proposa!
will improve visitor safsty and elimi-
nate the unsightly appearance of cars
parked along this narrow stretch of
road. ‘

The plan calls for development of an
environmental education center just .
south of the existing Camp KEEP
tacility, and a new 50-75 unit famity
campground and small group camp
just north of Camp KEEP. The exist- |
ing ranger residences will be relo- !

2

cated to what is now Camyp KEEP, as
will the park’'s storage / maintenance
area (now at the Spooner Ranch).
The plan also proposes a small day-
use picnic area (20 sites) where the
ranger residences are now located.
Lozating new facilities in the general
Camp KEEP area will orient new
vistor recreation access and use to
the primary beach resource which is
located north of the mouth of Hazard
Canyon. The proposed location of
the new facilities will aiso concentrate
new development in an area where
the natural scene has already been
impacted by human use and where
existing trees and landform will mini-
mize visual impact.

The existing campground at Islay
Creek will remain, without expansion,
but with improvements 2 provide
more screening between sites and
better sanitary facilities. The
Spooner Ranch House will be im-
proved to serve dual use as both an
interpretive center and park office.

One of the plan's recommendations
is to designate the unit's offshore
lands as an underwater park. Spoon-
ers Cove is now heavily used by
scuba divers, since the primary un-
derwater resource is located be-
tween Spooners Cove and Point
Buchon. Minimal new faciiites to be
provided at Spooners Cove as part of
the underwater park designation
wouid include a changing room and
outdoor shower for scubz divers.
Additional picnic sites ang minor ac-
cess 2nd Darking Imorovements are
the only other changes proposed for
this area.

The plan also proposes improvement
of the bluff-top parking area above
Spooners Cove, the addttion of picnic
sites and improvement of sannary fa-
cilities and parking at Coon Creek.

The plan proposes few changes to
the Horse Camp in Hazard Canyon:
widening of the existing access road
and upgrading of the existing camp-

124

sites, sanitary facilities, and utilities.
The one new facility recommended
forthis areais a 20-car day-use horse
staging area.

Trail proposals include development
of a coastaltrait link, establishment of
additional hiking and horse trails, and
development of a rest area in upper
'stay Creekwhere the existingbarnis
focated.

The pian aisc rscommends acquining
Pecho Road from the County to u=
operated and maintainec as a cark
road and improved to provide bicycie
access.

Los Osos Oaks S.R.

The plan proposes that interim parx-
ing be deveioped along _os Oscs
Valley Road when County road wid-
ening takes place. Parking for 4-8
cars would be iocated approximately
100 feet east of the current head-in
parking. The planrecommendsthat e
small piece of property to the eas: of
the reserve be purchased to provide
safe and adeauate permanent park-
ing tacilties which will not impazt
resources witnin the unit.

Cther proposals for the unit include
the installation of a park sign, expan-
sion of the trail system, and additicn
of an interpretive panel at the new
parking arez

- Update

Update is published by the California
Department of Parks and Recreation.
For additional information, direct your -
guestions to Jim Quayle (915) 323-
5067, or Jill Yanneman {15} 323-
4263. Or write to them, Morro Bay
Area State Park Units Planning
Team, P.O. Box 94896, Sacramenio,
CA 94286-0001.




Final Plan

h

FACILITIES PLAN
LOS OSO OAKS STATE RESERVE
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Morro Bav State Park

This park unit is the most developsd
of the state parks in the area and pro-
vides a wide variety of recreational
opportunities for statewide users.
The golf course and marina are uséd
primarily by the focal community. The
general plan Prooosss nNo maor
changes to the gzl course: recom-
mendedimprovemernis are to expana
ths clubhcuse parking 10t, provide &

pedestrian/golf carnt overpass on the

upper road for golfers, and relocate
the maintenance area to a more cen-

tral and better screened location. No

golf holes will be eliminated. Recom-
mendations for the marina include
25-50 new boal slips, and the addi-

tion of a new day-use picnic area and

expanded parking on the east side of
the marina.

in order to continue to provide a high

quality camping experience the pian

proooses that the existing camp:-
ground be renovated and expandzsd
tc the east where an existing park

residence and maintenance facility |

are now located. A proposed new ag-
ministrative / maintenance area to be
deveioped off Turti Road on the Bap

tista propeny would provide the nec-
ecsary facilities for day-to-ca.
operaton and maintenance of ‘nz
San Luis Obispo Coast state parks.

Tc meet existing and future recrea-
tional demands, the plan proposes
that the Baptista property be devei-
oped, with access from a new park
road off Turm Road.

In addition to &

new 50-100 unit campground, the |

plan recommends development of a
trail system, with several vista points.

connecting to the western part of the .
park. Any developments on the Bap-
tisia property will need to be carefully -

125

placed to minimize vicua!l impaszis.

Both the goli-course (upper) road and
the lower state park road serve as
local commuter routes between the
Los Osos / Baywood Park commuri-
ties and the City of Morro Bzt~
roads wili remain thru-traffic rou:
andcontinue tofuncticn essental,
they are now. However the pianre:
ommends that a portion of the iows!
road be realigned to run between i
campground and the golf course. Thig
will enable the campground entrance
to be relocated to provide mere ve-
hicle stack-up space at the entrancs
without tying up thru-traffic. it wil
enhance the quality of the visitor exps-
rience by making it possibie for the
visitor to walk to various areas within
the park without havingto cross abusy
thru-road. And it wiii improve visitor
safety and enable a Class | bike patn
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and a hiking trail o be placed along
the marsh without any major grading
immediately adjacent to the marsh.
Along the marsh the proposed road
realignment would be at a higher
elevation, thereby maximizing scenic
views of the marsh. Two roadside
parking areas are proposea for view-
ing and access to the marsh edge. A
portionof the existing alignment ofthe
lower road is not wide enough to
safely allow vehiclec to stop and park
for viewing the marsh nor to
adequately accommodate both a

rcad and a separale bicycle / pedes
trian trail.

Final Plan

-

The plan recommends development
of a bus and overflow parking area for
the Museumof Natural History. Trails
fromthe heron rookery, campground,
and marsh shouid be oriented to the
museum. Due to archeological val-
ues at White Point, physical limita-
tions, and engineering considera-
tions, expansion of the museum s not
proposed.

These are the major proposals of the
single pian for Morro Bay State Park
Additional recommendations are
shown on the map.

Atascadero State Beach

Due to the great demand for camping
inthe area, the plan proposes that the
existing campground continue 1o
serve this need rather than being
converted partially or fully to day-use
as was proposed in one of the “alter-
natives” plans. The pian proposes
formalizing and improving the ap-
pearance of the existing cay-use at
*The Cloisters™ site  "evelopment of
beach accessways for day-users is
proposed at two loca'.one near the
campground. See othar specific res

. ommendations on the plan
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wiorro Strand S.B.

This unit will continue to serve only
day-use recreation needs. No new
permanent facilties are proposed,
primarily because the beach-leve!
glevation of the unit exposes #t to
stormwave damage. Recommenda-
tions consist of enhancing and pro-

. . . —= S~ TN
tecting the existing use areas. o / e LT TREE WETLANC AREC T T e
o / T e reSTONY
“ T MO M vaikD

T LTV o

ety MORRO STRAND STATE BEACH

4
. TN WD Pt

¢ ——emewmww FACILITIES PLAN

127 ]



b -

|
i Plans for the five Morro Bay Area state park units will be heard on ditferent evenings.

ek

&i Upcoming Public Meetihgs
-

Montana de Oro State Park ‘ ~ Plans for Morro Bay State Park,
and Los Osos Oaks State Re- | Atascadero and Morro Strand
serve plans will be presented: il State Beaches will be presented: ﬁ
Tuesday | Wednesday
( September 1 7PM ' September 2 7PM
| Veterans Building Veterans Building
209 East Surf Street ; 209 East Surf Street
l Morro Bay Morro Bay

. Thisis your last opportunity to comment on the plans and make revisions before they go to the prnt-

ers. After publication, the plans will be reviewed by public agencies, interest groups and concerned |
. individuals. Thenthey will go to the State Park and Recreation Commission with staff recommenda-
'~ tion for approvalin Spring, 1988. The planning staff believes the plans refiect the desires ofther
of the Mzrro Bay area and ths state for resource preservation and quality recreationa!l expe”
Please come and share your thoughts with us in this important final phase of the pianning £
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Stai= of Calffornia

Department of Parks and Recreation
P.C. Box 942896

Sacramanto, CA 94296-0001
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