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Vehicular access to the major portion of this unit is east on San Simeon Creek Road from
State Highway 1. Moonstone Beach Drive parallels State Highway 1 to the west,
providing vehicular access to the shoreline.

Plant life consists of many native and nonnative species. Exotic nonnative species are
generally found in the existing campgrounds at San Simeon Creek, the Whitaker Ranch
area further up the creek, and the coastal bluff and beach area near Leffingwell Landing.

Migratory waterfowl, marine mammals, amphibians, reptiles, birds, mammals, and
intertidal invertebrates can all be found in the beach area.

The cultural resource significance is indicated by the presence of historic sites. The area
of this beach has been influenced by Spanish explorers, missionaries, dairy farmers,
cattle ranchers, mining, and more recently, tourism.

HistoricalBackground

The history of the San Simeon area dates back to the time when the Playano, a
subdivision of the Hokan-speaking Salman, had a plentiful food supply of animals, plants,
and sea life found in this isolated area. The early history of the San Simeon State Beach
area is, however, still uncertain. Radiocarbon dating has established the dates of nearby
prehistoric sites to be from 3200 B.C. to 9000 B.C. It was due to the isolation of the
central coast that the Playanos were not truly discovered by whites until the Portola
expedition of 1769.

The Portola expedition brought a period of Spanish exploration and colonization to the
SanSimeon region. Three missions were founded in the vicinity: Mission SanAntonlo
de Padua 1771 Mission San Luis Obispo 1772, and Mission San Miguel Archangel 1797.

The original plan of the Spanish government to secularize all missions within ten years of
their founding would have returned ownership of mission land to both the Indians and the
government. But, this plan never materialized. Further, under Mexican administration,
the old mission lands of Alta California were ultimately distributed as land grants to
loyal Mexican families, such as that of Don Jose de Jesus Pico. Don Jose was the first
cousin of Pio Pico, the last recognized Mexican governor of California. In 1840, Don Jose
was granted the Piedra Blanca Rancho, named for the white rocky peaks of its hilltops.
This 48,000-acre grant, located between the Arroyo and San Carpoforo creeks and west
of the Santa Lucia Mountains, later became the nucleus of the Hearst ranch. Two other
nearby land grants were ultimately given to other Mexican familes: the San Simeon
Rancho, granted to Don Jesus Ramon Estrada in 1842; and the Santa Rosa Rancho,
received by Don Jesus’ brother, Julian, in 1841. Both consisted of land originally within
the jurisdiction of Mission San Miguel.

After secularization of the missions, and during the subsequent rancho period, the title to
the area between Leffingwell Landing and San Simeon Creek was never firmly
established. Activities associated with Rancho San Simeon to the north and Rancho
Santa Rosa to the south declined after statehood. Furthermore, the severe drought of
1862-63 destroyed all livestock on Rancho Santa Rosa. This drought caused severe
financial hardships among ranchers in this area. Some rancho families were forced to
sell their land cheaply to George Hearst, father of William Randolph Hearst.
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In 1865, Hearst bought Rancho Piedra Blanca, and developed it into a profitable stock
farm. As more rancho land became available, Hearst continued to extend the
Piedra Blanca property. After his father’s death in 1891, William Randolph further
enlarged the family holdings to include the San Simeon and Santa Rosa ranchos. The
combination of the two ranchos gave Hearst outright ownership of a total of 275,000
acres.

Late nineteenth and early twentieth-century settlement of. the area around San Simeon
State Beach included dairy farmers and a few cattle ranchers. Mining boomed in the late
nineteenth century; even today, mining activities continue. Cinnabar mining was the
most extensive, although overall mineral extraction also included copper, oil and, briefly,
coal.

The area has always been geographically isolated, and was generally bypassed by
transportation developments. The depression of the 1920s fostered some changes in the
region, but the tourist trade associated with Hearst Castle did not increase until the late
1950s.

The archeological resources at San Simeon State Beach include 11 prehistoric sites and
five or more areas of historic importance. The prehistoric sites, with one major
exception, occur along the ocean bluffs, and exhibit shell-rich cultural deposits and
chipped and ground stone tools. Mortars appear wherever there are bedrock
outcroppings. Most prehistoric sites have been disturbed by agriculture or highway
construction.

Several historic sites in the area, such. as the schoolhouse, store, and coal mine, may be
worthy of interpretation as remnants of early settlement, agriculture, or educational
activities.

PlanningProcess

The Public Resources Code provides that after each unit of the State Park System is
classified, the Department of Parks and Recreation shall prepare a General Plan for that
unit. The department must then submit the plan to the State Park and Recreation
Commission for approval. It is the responsibility of the commission to schedule a public
hearing to consider such approval.

The San Simeon State Beach General Plan study began in May 1978 with research, data
collection, and a public planning workshop at Morro Bay. After the May public workshop,
the department was required to make some adjustments in planning priorities and
programs. This resulted in a temporary delay in the planning of the park. A second
public workshop was held in March 1979, in Cambria. These workshops provided park
planners with the advantage of local and regional citizens’ perspectives. The concerns of
local and county government, as well as statewide needs, were addressed. It is not
intended that any one interest should control the outcome of the planning process, but
that all interests should be represented and considered in making planning decisions.

In addition to the workshops, a range of ideas and concerns were expressed by the public
through correspondence, questionnaires, and interviews with the planning team.

The General Plan must comply with the restraints of the Public Resources Code and the
"Policies, Rules, Regulations and Orders" of the California State Park and Recreation
Commission and the department.

The General Plan for San Simeon State Beach is scheduled for presentation to the State
Park and Recreation Commission in November 1979.
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RESOURCE ELEMENT

UnitIdentification

San Simeon State Beach is located near Cambria in San Luis Obispo County. The
property extends from just north of San Simeon Creek to just south of Santa Rosa Creek,
a shoreline distance of 3,978 m 13,050 ft.. It contains a total of 219.09 ha 541.38 a..

The initial acqusition occurred in 1932. The unit was classified in 1962 as a state beach.
Section 5019.56 of the Public Resource Code lists a state beach as a type of state
recreation unit. The definitions of a state recreation unit and state beach are given in
the code as follows:

d State recreation units consist of areas selected, developed, and
operated to provide outdoor recreational opportunities....

In the planning of improvements to be undertaken within state
recreation units, consideration shall be given to compatability of design
with the surrounding scenic and environmental characteristics.

d State beaches....consist of areas with frontage on the ocean, or
bays designed to provide swimming, boating, fishing, and other
beach-oriented recreational activities. Coastal areas containing
ecological, geological or scenic resources of significant value shall be
preserved within state wildernesses, state reserves, state parks, or
natural or cultural preserves.

GeneralObjectives

ResourceObjectives

Particular attention shall be given to preserving the picturesque coastline resources, and
any developments shall be made to serve the purpose of providing facilities to the
visiting public with the least impact on the visual scene.

Particular care shall also be given the fragile resources, which include but are not
limited to the intertidal zone, the coastal bluffs, the marsh and wetlands associated with
San Simeon and Santa Rosa creeks, the natural Monterey pine groves, the upland hillside
soils that are highly prone to slippage and erosion, and the numerous historical and
archeological sites in the area.

ResourceUse, Management, and ProtectionObjectives

The integrity of the scenic resources shall be protected through restricting use to places
where it will not detract from the scene, as viewed from the highway or other points of
viewer concentration.
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Developments and facilities shall be wisely planned and located so they meet the needs
of the public, without encouraging public uses that will harm or degrade the natural and
cultural features or values.

Visitor use intensity shall be held to the desired levels through observation of impacts on
the resources present. If it appears that use intensity exceeds the desirable level, steps
shall be taken to reduce the use through various operational means available, which may
include closures, rerouting, rehabilitation, etc.

The objective of vegetation management shall be to encourage native flora to reestablish
natural plant communities. To accomplish this goal, it may be necessary to eliminate
aggressive exotic species.

The objective of wildlife management shall be to restore and maintain a mosaic of
natural habitats, which should benefit and encourage species native to the area.

The objective of resource protection shall be to exclude wildfires from the unit.
Prescribed burning may be used as a management tool for fuel reduction, and for
perpetuating the natural Monterey pine forests. Prescribed burning may also be used for
perpetuation of other natural terrestrial ecosystems.

The area embraces both archeological and historic sites that will need to be protected
and preserved.

ResourceEvaluation

NaturalResources

San Simeon State Beach is located in the coastal landscape province, as described by
Herbert L. Mason in The Scenic, Scientific and Educational Values of theNatural

LandscapeofCalifornia, 1970.

The ecological entities present are shown on the Vegetation Map, Figure 4.

In pristine times, the natural ecosystems and their species composition differed
considerably from what exists today. The chief reason for the change has been livestock
grazing, the main agricultural enterprise in most of the area. Cultivated crops have been
grown in the larger stream bottom lands of San Simeon and Santa Rosa creeks, but most
of this has occurred on lands outside the boundary of San Simeon State Beach.

To improve the grassland area for livestock, some coastal scrub land has been converted
to grassland. In the past, heavy livestock grazing has helped to keep this land from
reverting to its original vegetative type. Some of the upland area may have had more
trees at one time, but these could have been cleared to make room for more grasslands.

The Euroamerican occupation of California brought with it livestock and many exotic
plant species, primarily from the Mediterranean region. Many of these plants were
highly competitive with native species, and forced the natives to become secondary in
dominance, a condition that still exists. Only remnants now exist of some original native
species.
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Since the land has been in the State Park System and livestock use has been curtailed.
some notable vegetation changes are beginning to occur. In the lower parts of the land
formerly used for grazing, some coastal scrub is beginning to invade the introduced
annual grasslands. In the upper areas, some native species are beginning to become more
noticeable. So far, the Monterey pine stands do not seem to be extending their range
appreciably, probably due to the exclusion of fires, which would help get the stands
started. Monterey pine does well after fire; the cones open and release seeds in the ash,
which furnishes nutrients. At the same time, fire temporarily reduces competition of
grass and other species. With a prescribed burning program, there may be some
extension of the Monterey pine groves.

In pristine times, San Simeon and Santa Rosa creeks probably supported larger
populations of anadromous fish than at present. With the development of agriculture,
water sources were tapped, and some of the water that fed these streams has been
appropriated. As a result, there is less free-flowing water in the streams.

Native American use of the land had little known effect on the overall resources of the
area. The Indians developed a culture geared to what the resources could support, and
the Indian population, especially those that remained year-round, was probably regulated
by its food supply.

Animal populations now present are largely controlled by the habitat. With the
encroachment of introduced annual grasslands by coastal scrub, a more diverse habitat is
being formed. In general, the "edge" effect ecotone, in which two or more plant
communities come together, creates a more desirable habitat for a greater number of
animal species than where a single plant community exists. Thus, this encroachment will
have a tendency to favor an increase of animal species and numbers.

Wildlife
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The stability of the soils in the grassland area is lower under a regime of heavy livestock
grazing than without the grazing. Trailing and trampling reduce the vegetative cover,
and expose soils to erosion and compaction. Without livestock, the cover becomes
denser, and the plants are able to use more water, with less runoff and subsequent
erosion. Canopy interception decreases the amount of water that reaches the soil
mantle, which in turn decreases the amount of soil moisture available to plants. Shrubs
more drought-tolerant than grasses become established, and the diversity of their root
systems more effectively -holds the soils together. As a result, in the area that was
formerly all grassland, the soils may become more stable. However, many soil types are
highly erodible, and must be carefully managed to avoid slippage and erosion. When the
soil-vegetation mantle is disturbed by road construction and other developments, or even
by human trampling, precipitation falling on these open, disturbed areas does not
penetrate, and so must be transported and dispersed to surrounding areas. If this run-off
water is not adequately spread, it can cause serious erosion problems.

Serious bluff erosion is occurring due to indiscriminate access.

A complete soils description can be found in the Resource Inventory for San Simeon State
Beach, on file with the department. See also, Soil Analyses Map, Figure 5; and Slope
Analyses Map, Figure 6.

Erosion of bluff due to uncontrolledaccess
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CulturalResources

Archeological resources at San Simeon State Beach include eleven prehistoric sites and
at least five areas of historical importance.

Currently known prehistoric sites, with one major exception, occur along the sea bluffs.
All exhibit shell-rich cultural deposits, with chipped and ground stone tools and mortars
wherever there are bedrock outcrops.

The major exception to the coastal orientation is CA-SLO-221, located on the former
Bonomi property, on the north bank of San Simeon Creek. This site may be associated
with two bedrock mortar sites, SLO-189and SLO-79 just across San Simeon Creek to
the south. Except for SLO-72, Tated on the bluff on the south side of San Simeon
Creek and to the west of Highway 1, all the prehistoric sites arextrerey sensitive.
Most suffer from agricultural disturbance or hiiEructf&.

There are seven archeological sites in the coastal and bluff areas. Three of these are
bedrock mortar sites, one in the Cambria area and two between Cambria and San Simeon
Creek. The coastal sites, except for SLO-72, have shell and lithic-rich cultural deposits,
showing a dark and sometimes greasy soil. The cultural deposits surround a bedrock
mortar outcropping at SLO-184, 154, and 185,

Indian mortar
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CA-SLO-156 is noteworthy for its size. It is 120 meters north-south by 300 meters
east-west, making it one of the largest sites in this section of the California coast, and
possibly the major habitation area in the unit. However, SLO-221 to the east is a more
likely village site see Figure 3 for map of cultural sensitivity.

The historical resources of San Simeon State Beach are varied, but generally of local
significance. No buildings or structures of major historical or architectural significance
exist at the unit.

Some of these resources are of archeological value. Buffermitigation procedures should
be followed before development of the visitor use potential in the areas of these sites, all
of which are on State Park System property.

These resources include: the Whitaker Ranch, the remains of a dairy ranch on the south
side of San Simeon Creek, 1.75 km east of Highway 1; the schoolhouse site, the probable
location of the first English-language public school in San Luis Obispo County, located on
the south side of San Simeon Creek, 2 km east of Highway 1; the Leffingwell landing site,
a nineteenth century shipping and early twentieth century abalone processing factory,
located at the mouth of Leffingwell Creek; a coal mine site, located 50 m south of the
mouth of San Simeon Creek on the beach, mined by Leffingwell in the 1860s; and two
public works bridges on Highway 1, one at San Simeon Creek and one at Leffingwell
Creek.

Also of historical significance was use of the entire area as an agricultural station for
Mission San Miguel.
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Declaration ofPurpose

San Simeon State Beach is established to make possible public use and enjoyment of the
ocean beach and related uplands near the mouths of San Simeon and Santa Rosa creeks,
on the San Luis Obispo County Coast. The objective is to provide for protection and
interpretation of the beach environment, including the nearby scenic uplands with their
Monterey pine forests and the headlands, and to make possible optimum public use of the
beach lands for outdoor recreational purposes, in ways that do provide due respect for
the scenic, cultural, or natural integrity of the area.

Declarationof Resource Management Policy

To preserve the scenic integrity of the narrow strip of land between State Highway 1 and
the ocean, it is the management policy of the department to restrict development to
areas that will not impair the views of the ocean and shoreline for passing motorists.

To protect the scenic values of the area, it is the management policy of the department
to locate overnight developments where they will not be readily visible from State
Highway 1, or where they can be adequately screened by plantings.

To protect the fragile ocean bluffs from excessive erosion, it is the management policy
of the department that any development constructed in the area will be designed so
collected runoff from the development will not be allowed to flow on unprotected soil or
vegetated areas, and/or so the runoff will be spread to where no erosion damage will
occur. Bluff access is to be located away from ecologically fragile areas.

The riparian and wetland areas at and next to San Simeon and Santa Rosa creeks will be
protected, in conformance with the policy of the State Resources Agency to protect the
wetlands of the state. A minimum buffer strip of 30 m 100 ft. must separate any
development from a wetland area.

To protect the natural environment and its scenic and esthetic values, it is the
management policy of the department to allow no effluent to be released in settling and
evaporation ponds, or in any other manner that would degrade the resources.

To preserve and protect the natural stands of Monterey pine, it is the management policy
of the department that no facilities other than trails will be developed within these
groves.

It is the management policy of the department to keep livestock off the unit, to let the
area come back to the type of natural vegetation that it would normally support.

It is the management policy of the department to restrict upland development of both
roads and public use facilities to the flattest grades possible, to prevent erosion and soil
slippage problems.

It is the management policy of the department to encourage planting of native species
for landscaping or screening purposes, if needed around development areas.

Native American prehistoric and historic resources at San Simeon State Beach are
sensitive, and it is the policy of the department that no Native American resources shall
be affected by development processes without prior approval of the director. These
include the eleven prehistoric and five historic sites identified by the Cultural Heritage
Section except for the Whitaker Ranch complex, demolished by the State of California
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in 1966. This ranch does not have enough statewide historic importance to retain what
still exists of this enterprise, other than artifacts. Historic artifacts remaining include
some pieces of old farm equipment, which should be preserved. The other four historic
sites are stated as being of local significance.

An attempt should be made to obtain all prehistoric and historic artifacts now in private
possession that originated from the San Simeon State Beach property, or from adjacent
lands.

Recreational and interpretive uses of the area should be encouraged to the extent that
they do not damage natural or cultural values present.

With its relatively heavy visitor use and its attractive setting, San Simeon State Beach is
well suited for interpretation of many natural, cultural, and recreational topics. These
include but are not limited to the following:

Coastaldynamics is a major interpretive theme for this unit. The ever-changing nature
of coastal California is exhibited here in terms of marine terrace formation, bluff
erosion, sand transport, and the action of waves and tides. In fact, geologic
interpretation of one of the area’s rock units Franciscan formation involves change on a
global scale - rearrangement of the entire earth’s crust through the mechanism of plate
tectonics.

Marineclimate might also be interpreted here, in a way that would have meaning to
coastal dwellers up and down the state. The production of summer fog, the significance
of temperature inversions often very evident on the ride from the beach to Hearst
Castle, and the effect of the wind and salt spray on vegetation are only a few of the
possible interpretive subjects relating to climate.

A number of naturalecosystems are represented in the unit, each with its own
interpretive stories to be told. Most notable, perhaps, is a natural stand of Monterey
pine, a well-known species native to only three locations along the California coast.
Behind this stand’s restricted range is a dramatic story, involving the same set of
geologic, climatic, and competitive factors that have worked to isolate plants like the
coast redwood, Torrey pine, and Monterey cypress elsewhere along the coast. Other
natural communities found here include: saltwater marsh, one of North America’s most
biologically productive and most threatened ecosystems; California prairie now mainly
introduced annual grasslands, possibly the most highly and accidentally altered of
California’s major ecosystems; coastal scrub, an aggressive invader of disturbed or
degraded ecosystems; coastal strand, beautifully adapted to endure the rigors of the open
coast; the complex freshwater marsh; and the water-dependent riparian ecosystem along
the sides of the creeks. -

The interpretation of animal life in or near the unit should certainly include: the
offshore activities of sea otters and California sea lions; the great annual migrations of
California gray whales, monarch butterflies, and waterfowl; and the fascinating
adaptations and interdependencies found in the coastal tidepools.

The occurrence of eleven prehistoric archeologicalsites in the unit including middens
and bedrock mortars makes it possible to interpret the region’s early occupancy by
Salman Indians, and to examine their lifestyles in relation to the land. Interpretation of
other cultural resources in this unit is of secondary importance, except for the school
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house, CA-SLO-800. The ranch, an abalone processing factory, and a coal mine are
generally of marginal significance, but might be interpreted, nevertheless, in terms of
the settlement and economy of thi8 section of the coast.

Recreation-relatedinterpretation can deal with such topics as surfing, skin and scuba
diving, beachcombing, stream and surf fishing, boating and boating safety, hiking,
birding, whale watching, and ordinary sightseeing. Orientation material, maps, folders,
etc. and general information should also be made available.

As a tool required for judicious resource management, a resource monitoring program
shall be initiated before facility development. This program will include, but will not be
limited to:

a Establishment of permanent plots to monitor the impact of various
use intensities on each ecosystem in the unit. Permanent plots will
consist of 10 x 10 meter quadrants and transects, in sufficient
numbers to provide statistically significant monitoring results.
Plots will be monitored for abiotic and biotic environmental
conditions.

b Air and water quality monitoring stations will be established.

c Macro-climatic and micro-climatic weather stations will be
established.

d Other monitoring needs may be found necessary on approval of the
General Plan for the unit.

Resource monitoring equipment and permanent plot establishment shall be funded as part
of the general plan budget. Permanent plot establishment and resource monitoring shall
be the responsibility of the Natural Heritage Section, with cooperation from the
Development and Operations divisions.

The interpretive objectives shall reflect the declared purpose of the unit. Emphasis shall
be placed on coastal dynamics and preservation of the natural resources and biotic
communities. Historical relevance of cultural and archeological data shall be interpreted
in relationship to the natural habitat. On-site interpretive facilities shall be kept to a
minimum. Any extensive exhibits, displays, and detailed orientation material could be
incorporated into the larger visitors’ and interpretive center at Hearst Castle.
Recreational, natural, and cultural resources that have been identified, and those yet to
be identified, shall be appropriately interpreted.

SpecificRecommendations for Carrying Out the Resource Management Policy

Turnouts, parking, and general access along the beach frontage should be allowed only
where this activity will not significantly impair the quality of scenic vistas observed by
passing motorists on Highway 1. Suitable locations would include areas not visible from
the highway, areas lying below the general eye level for observing coastal scenery, areas
where the coastline or ocean are not visible, areas that are generally blocked from up or
downcoast viewing, and areas of such poor viewing that only the distant ocean skyline
can be seen.

Telephone and power lines should be placed underground where possible, for similar
reasons.
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Drainage from roads and parking lots should be collected and run on or in some structure
to a safe location, so erosion of the fragile bluffs will not occur. Trails on and down the
bluff areas should be well planned, to get people from the parking areas to vista points or
to the ocean below without causing further land stability problems. The trails should be
graded so they do not collect large amounts of runoff, but if this is not possible, they
should have drainage systems similar to those of the roads and parking lots. The use of a
suitable hard-surface material should be encouraged, to firm the fragile soil that is
highly subject to erosion forces. Volunteer trails should be blocked off and removed
when possible, and should be discouraged by a trail design that protects the fragile
resources.

No development should be allowed in wetland areas, other than wetland enhancement or
interpretive trails.

The practice of hauling and dumping effluent to settling and evaporative ponds located in
the uplands has been discontinued. These areas have been backfilled, and should be
rehabilitated and revegetated. The sewage system should be completely contained.

The fencing at the back of the inland area needs to be improved, to prevent livestock
trespass from adjacent ranches.

If the present overflow overnight camping area south of San Simeon Creek is developed,
it should be placed far enough away from the wetland areas so it will not affect them.

Soils in the area are subject to slippage and erosion when they become wet and
saturated. To reduce the chances of this occurring, roads should be well drained, with
adequate culverts to carry off and spread runoff; they should be constructed to avoid
switchbacks where collected water becomes concentrated, and should be constructed on
the minimum grades possible to reach the desired destinations.

Visitor facilities should be developed on the flattest areas possible, and should be well
drained.

All collected water in ditches, culverts, or other collection devices should be dissipated,
if at all possible, before it is allowed to reach a volume that will erode the soils.

The original development at San Simeon Creek was heavily planted with nonnative
species. When there is need for replacement of any of these plantings, they should be
replaced with native species, with Monterey pine from local seed sources only given
high priority.

Proposed developments near known archeological or historical sites should be checked for
site impact, and should be approved by the Native American community before the start
of any work.
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LAND USE AND FACILITIES ELEMENT

This element of the General Plan is a narrative and graphic description of the facilities
that will be provided at San Simeon State Beach. The department’s goal for this unit is
to provide for and enhance the public’s use and enjoyment of the park’s natural and
cultural resources, while exercising control to manage and preserve these values. See
Existing Conditions Map, Figure 2.

EXISTINGLAND USE ANDFACILITIES

Since its initial acquisition in 1932, San Simeon State Beach has provided needed
recreation for almost three generations of park users. In addition to the existing
overnight use near San Simeon Creek, the unit is used primarily during the day for
activities such as beach use, scenic driving, surf and stream fishing, and marine life
observation.

Visitation at San Simeon State Beach usually runs more than a million annually. Because
peak visitation occurs on holidays and summer weekends, many areas are crowded, roads
are congested, and parking facilities are inadequate. Cars pull off Highway 1 at scenic
areas wherever turnouts are available. Parking lots fill up and overflow into surrounding
areas. On weekdays, the park receives much lower visitation. This period of lower use
allows the resources to recover.

Twenty-five campsites and day-use facilities located north of San Simeon Creek were
constructed in 1963-64. In the late 197Os, additional facilities were added: paved roads,
109 camping spurs, landscaping, comfort stations, and a trailer dump station. An
overflow overnight parking area for 180 vehicles, located south of San Simeon Creek, is
available to the public in the peak visitor use season on a one-night only basis. This area
is an old gravel fill, formerly occupied by a gravel processing plant, and is visible to
motorists on Highway .1. -

Leffingwell Landing, one mile south of San Simeon Creek on Moonstone Beach Drive,
offers 10 day-use sites located on a small wooded point planted with Monterey cypress.
This is a good spot from which to observe the ocean, the rocky shore, and the sea otters.
It is also a favorite site for fishermen.

A small graveled ramp on the south side of Leffingwell Creek is sometimes used for
launching boats. The Leffingwell headland forms a small cove at this point that affords
some protection from waves; however, boaters are often required to negotiate heavy
wave action. Although launching a boat at this site is hazardous, it is probably the best
location at San Simeon State Beach. All other locations would require carrying a boat a
much greater distance, and launching it in an even less protected area.

The mouth of Santa Rosa Creek, one mile south of Leffingwell Landing, is another
popular day-use area at San Simeon State Beach. A parking area on the north side of the
creek overlooks the lagoon and the beach. There is no development, which makes this
area important for watching water-associated birds. More than 71 species have been
identified here. Other activities include gathering driftwood, walking on the beach, and
occasional surfing.
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The existing 134 campsites are inadequate to handle the influx of 500-600 campers on
holiday weekends and throughout the summer season. At present, there is a campfire
circle that will accommodate 40 to 50 people. However, as with the overnight camping
spaces, visitors often overcrowd the facilities, with as many as 120 campers attending
the campfire programs.

Many of these campers remain in the unit overnight before going on to scheduled tours at
Hearst San Simeon SHM; they often become interested in other recreational resources
and activities at the unit during their visit.

Access to various vista points and turnouts along San Simeon State Beach are good, even
though visitors traveling north must make a left turn across the highway to reach
shore-side parking. Access to the camping areas north of San Simeon Creek is adequate.
There is sufficient backup space along San Simeon Creek Road to accommodate most
visitors as they check through the entrance station.

At several locations near parking turnouts, the bluff edges have been subjected to erosion
caused by people climbing down the bluffs to reach the beaches.

A number of high-voltage power lines that cross the upland property detract from the
scenic quality of this unit. These power lines are supported by wooden poles, which
contrast greatly with the open space of the grass-covered hills.

Land uses next to the unit consist primarily of grazing .activities and cultivated
agricultural lands, low-density residential and watershed lands. Some lands east and
north of the unit are to be used as sewage spray fields treated effluent by the Cambria
Community Services District.

Existing campfire center
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RECREATIONNEEDSASSESSMENT

The recreation evaluation for San Simeon State Beach identifies the existing recreation
values of statewide, regional, county, and local interest. These will influence future
development and use of the park. Consideration has been given to the projected
deficiencies in recreation facilities.

TheRecreationSetting

San Simeori State Beach is located in the California Outdoor Recreation Resource Plan’s
CORRP 1974 Planning District 7. This is a five-county district whose western boundary
is the Pacific Ocean. Its counties cover 9,591 square miles, or six percent of the state’s
land area, and contain four percent of the state’s population. Recreation opportunities
are one of the most important economic assets of this district. The popular recreational
attractions of ocean and shoreline have elevated tourism and recreation-associated
services to the district’s second most important industry. Food processing is the primary
industrial activity. About 27 percent of the land area in the district is available for
public recreation through ownership by public agencies. These lands supported almost
22 million visitor days of recreation use in 1970.

RecreationNeeds and Deficiencies

Consideration was given to the unsatisfied recreation demands in Planning District 7.
These demands provide the fundamental information from which realistic values can be
developed to further define the potential recreation use for San Simeon.

In formulating facility proposals for San Simeon State Beach, no attempt has been made
to satisfy all recreation deficiencies in Planning District 7. That level of development
would be unacceptable in terms of quality of the environment, and to users of the unit.

Recreation needs and corresponding facilities deficiencies are generally divided into
three basic groups: 1 picnicking; 2 camping; and 3 hiking. See Table 1.

Table1
Summary of Recreation Deficiencies*

San Luis Obispo County and Planning District 7

Projected
Existing Deficiency Total Facilities
Facilities For 1990 Need for1990

SanLuis Obispo County
Camping Units . 2,218 979 3,822
Picnic Units 629 1,453 3,851
Trails miles 96 370 807

Planning District 7
Camping Units 7,344 6,450 13,794
Picnic Units 4,754 12,843 17,597
Trails miles 1,747 2,208 3,681

*Source: PARIS Park and Recreation Information System, 1976
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PROPOSED LAND USE ANDFACILITIES

The land use and facilities plan is an evaluation that identifies areas or zones of existing
or proposed land uses at San Simeon State Beach. The plan is based, in part, on the
development possibilities of the beach, the unit classification, the Resource Element, and
the recreation evaluation for the unit. It identifies the proposed types of use in broad
terms.

This section describes the department’s proposals for development at San Simeon State
Beach. Facilities are proposed for recreation use, interpretive programs, administration,
and operations needs. The following discussion describes facilities proposed in each area
of the unit.

Summary

* Existing campground and comfort stations will be improved.

* Provisions are made to provide, in phases, up to a maximum of 225 additional
campsites, as the need arises.

* A 50-person multi-use area north of Leffingwell Creek is recommended.

* 61 additional vehicle parking spaces will be provided in the three proposed day-use
areas.

* 1.3 miles of pedestrian trails are proposed along the beach and creeks.

* It is recommended that the maintenance and operation facility be expanded.

* Other development proposals include informational signing as required, fencing or
other pedestrian barriers, recreational and interpretive trails, erosion control
measures, tree planting, and enhancement of scenic vistas.

DevelopmentProposals

The land use and facilities plan proposes areas of potential use and/or development. The
plan is based, in part, on allowable use intensity and carrying capacity considerations,
and on recreation planning and design guidelines. The plan is divided into four
categories: day use, multi-use, overnight use, and maintenance/operations use.

Day-UseAreas. In these areas, a more structured development provides facilities for
picnicking, natural/cultural interpretation, and sightseeing. All areas have vehicle
access and supply facilities for motoring tourists and day users. These areas capitalize
on scenic vistas of the ocean, and on streamside settings. It is proposed that restoration
of the wetlands south of San Simeon Creek be an objective for this area along with
proposals for day-use recreation in the vicinity.

Multi-UseArea. This area provides facilities for both day and overnight use activities.
These include individual, family, and group camping, with the flexibility of
accommodating day-use activity such as picnicking. The multi-use area will be located
just north of Leffingwell Creek, near the south boundary line.
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Overnight-UseAreas. Two areas are proposed to accommodate individual and family
camping; the Whitaker Ranch area and the upper campground area.

Maintenance/OperationsUseAreas. These areas will be used for park maintenance,
employee residences, and administrative activities for management of the unit. The
present complex will be expanded.

Area by AreaDiscussion -

SantaRosa Creek Day-UseArea

Proposed development to include:

Vehicle access and parking for 26 vehicles

One comfort station

LeffingwellLanding Day-UseArea

Proposed development to include:

Vehicular access and parking for 15 vehicles south of Leffingwell Creek

Boat ramp renovated to improve boating access to the water

SanSimeon Creek Day-UseArea

Proposed development to include:

Ten picnic sites south of San Simeon Creek, to take advantage of the ocean vista;
to the extent possible, these facilities will be located in a wind-sheltered area
drinking water and a comfort station will also be provided

Vehicular access and parking for 20 vehicles

Multi-use Area
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WhitakerRanch CampgroundArea

Proposed development to include:

Fifty camping units

Two comfort stations

A ford-type crossing of San Simeon Creek and vehicular access road see discussion
in Transportation Section, p. 30

Interpretive creekside trail along San Simeon Creek

UpperCampgroundArea

Proposed development to include:

175 camping units for individuals or groups

Comfort stations as required

Vehicular access road

Whitaker Ranch CampgroundArea
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Multi-UseArea

Proposed development to include:

A 50-person multi-use area east of Highway }, near the south park boundary uses of
this area would include group camping, group day use, and overflow camping by a
variety of users such as transient hikers, bicyclists, environmental education groups,
and others

A comfort station

Vehicular access and 12 parking spaces

Operationsand Maintenance Area

Proposed development to include:

A vehicular storage building with shop space

Paved vehicular access and a fenced storage compound

Two mobile homes for employee residences

Park office space

Screening and landscaping as required

Multi-use Area
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Development Phases

The recommendations in this General Plan are based on the concept of phased
development. Recommended for the initial phase of development are:

* Rehabilitation of the existing campground north of San Simeon Creek, including
relocation of the campfire center

* Leffingwell Landing day-use area--sanitary sewer connection, parking, and boat
ramp improvements

* San Simeon Creek day-use area--parking, picnic units, comfort station, utilities

* Whitaker Ranch campground area--50 camp units, access road, comfort stations,
utilities

* Maintenance and operations area--storage building, shop, park office, access road,
employee housing, utilities

* Field investigations and soil test borings of the old gravel plant area to determine
feasibility of wetlands restoration see discussion, p.

* Native tree planting program for enhancement of potential development or use areas
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INTERPRETATION

Existing InterpretiveProgram

The existing interpretive program consists primarily of the evening campfire program,
casual scenic viewing, and associated recreation activities.

ProposedInterpretive Program

It is proposed that the interpretive program be expanded to include: a improvement and
expansion of the campfire programs; and b increased static interpretation through the
use of interpretive panels. Further studies are required to determine the need for
self-guided trails.

In conjunction with development of the visitor center at the Hearst Castle, an overall
interpretive program using the resources of San Simeon State Beach should be developed.

The following themes should be developed for visitor interpretation at San Simeon State
Beach:

TheEver-Changing Nature of the Local Coast: The coast of San Simeon State Beach is in
a continual state of evolution and change. The marine terrace formation, the dynamics
of ocean waves and tides, sand transport, and bluff erosion are all causes and effects of
this continual change.

DiverseEffects of theClimate: One -of the most notable features of this unit is the
natural stand of Monterey pine. Extensively planted in California landscapes, it is
common to only three coastal areas in the state; the San Simeon area is one of these.
The story behind its restricted range is a dramatic one, involving a specialized set of
climatic, geologic, and competitive factors that have worked together to isolate these
trees. The maritime climate, the significance of temperature inversions on the
production of summer fog, and the effect of wind and salt spray on coastal vegetation
make interesting subjects f or interpretation.

ProminentGeologicFormations: The geology in the San Simeon area exemplifies the
Franciscan Formation, which is of worldwide significance. This formation was caused by
the rearrangement of the earth’s crust through the mechanism of plate tectonics. Other
related and notable geologic features should also be interpreted.

PlantCommunities of theCoast: Interpretation of the diverse natural communities at
San Simeon State Beach could include any of a number of themes.

Marshland This is one of North America’s most biologically productive,
yet threatened, vegetative types.

Grassland This may be one of California’s most highly altered habitats.

Coastal Sage Scrub The biologic equilibrium of this habitat is especially
susceptible to grazing and human influences.

The Coast This is a complex habitat that includes the freshwater marsh
and water-dependent vegetation along the creeks.
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AnimalLife--Sea and Shore: Information on animals in or near the unit should include
the offshore activities of marine animals and fowl, such as sea otters, California sea
lions, California gray whales, and monarch butterflies. The adaptations and
interdependencies of life in coastal tidepools should also be interpreted.

HumansandHistory: The story of the settlement and economic development of the area
should begin with the early Salman Indians. The impact of the Spanish missionary period
on Native Americans and the development of the central coast should also be included.
An abalone processing factory and a coal mine are historic sites with relevance to
development of the area, and should be mentioned. The schoolhouse is of interpretive
significance.

Several facilities could be used to tell the San Simeon State Beach story.

* A combination of personalized and self-interpretive activities should be made
available to visitors, such as self-guided trails and centrally located interpretive
panels. General coastwide orientation should take place at the proposed visitor
center at Hearst Castle.

* The campfire center should be moved to a site south of San Simeon Creek, and
enlarged from the existing 40- to 50-person capacity to a 200-person capacity.

* A series of brochures and/or checklists on birds and mammals should be made
available to visitors.

* The variety of plant and animal life found in the fresh and saltwater marsh should be
interpreted along San Simeon Creek. Exhibit panels should be established at points
of particular interest along the creek.

TRANSPORTATION

Summary

Throughout preparation of this General Plan, it has become apparent that several
problems and opportunities exist relating to recreational transportation. Solving existing
traffic congestion and parking deficiencies was identified as one of the most important
planning considerations requiring consideration by this department.

Some of the concerns voiced at the workshops were:

"This is the most beautiful area on the coast. More and more people realize this,
resulting in increased visitor use of the park unit. The General Plan should
accommodate this increased use."

"Lighthouse Road and the bridge across San Simeon Creek should be rehabilitated.
This could serve as a new entrance to the park, providing access for pedestrians,
bicyclists, and motorists."
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"Visitor use of overflow camping area causes traffic congestion on Highway 1, since
many campers prefer to wait until the area is open at 3:00 p.m. or when all existing
improved campsites are taken. This results in a lineup of - vehicles along the
highway shoulder."

Recommendations RegardingAccess

* The existing connection of San Simeon Creek Road and Highway 1 should ideally be
the only entrance into the state beach. This entrance has a reasonable sight
distance. Opportunities exist to provide a pocket for southbound traffic waiting to
make a left turn into San Simeon Creek Road.

An alternate point of access at the old gravel plant location on Highway 1 was
considered. However, this point of access would be too close to the existing Highway 1
bridge to allow for road widening without expensive alteration to the highway bridge.
Problems associated with an entrance road at this location are:

1. Connecting road grades with Highway 1 would result in restricted visibility, due to
the steep grade of the existing old road.

2. Required widening of the highway bridge would be expensive, and would require an
outside railing or parapet that would further restrict sight distance.

3. The location is near the bottom of a downgrade. Vehicles travelling downgrade on
Highway 1 would require more time for emergency stops.

4. The impact of earthwork required for the connecting road on the existing wetlands
would require careful consideration.

5. Vehicles towing trailers would require more time to enter highway traffic, because
of the steep grade of the connection. Vehicles would also require more time to
match existing traffic speeds, because of upgrades in both directions on Highway 1.

6. Traffic safety considerations associated with two closely related major road
connections would require careful evaluation.

* A vehicle control gate across the access road to the multi-use area will be provided.
This gate, located near Highway 1, will remain locked, except to permit visitor
access to the multi-use area, or for ranger patrol. This proposed road would be near
the southern boundary of park property, near "Exotic Gardens."

RecommendationRegarding Parking

* Sixty-one additional day-use parking spaces will be provided. Fifteen of these will
be near the boat ramp area south of Leffingwell Creek.

The proposed Santa Rosa Creek area day-use facility will include 26 visitor parking
spaces.

The proposed San Simeon Creek day-use area will include 20 visitor parking spaces. -
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These areas were selected because of their closeness to existing development, their
access to existing utilities, configuration of the land, the pleasing vistas available, and
ease of access. Development in these areas is not felt to be disruptive to any significant
natural or cultural resources. -

RecommendationRegarding CreekCrossing

* A ford-type crossing located on San Simeon Creek downstream from the existing
sewer line bridge should be installed. Appropriate environmental protection
measures should be taken to mitigate potential negative effects. This creek crossing
will provide vehicle access to the proposed visitor use area south of San Simeon
Creek.

The upstream side of the existing sewer line bridge was considered, but rejected, because
of its possible negative visual impact on the steep south bank of San Simeon Creek.
Acquisition of private property on the north side would also be required.

A two-lane bridge for the creek crossing was considered, but rejected, because the
terrain is relatively unsuitable for a bridge. Expensive protection of creek banks and
bridge footings would be required. The north footing of a bridge would be susceptible to
washing out in a 25-year storm. This wash-out would endanger visitors, and would waste
part of the existing downstream campground.

The access road north of San Simeon Creek and west of Van Gordon Creek Road will
cross a known archeological site. This part of the road will be placed on a fill at least 18
inches deep.

UTILITIES

ArchitecturalEvaluation

There are no permanent buildings on the property, other than those at the campground at
San Simeon Creek and at the Leffingwell Landing day-use area. There is evidence of an
old concrete foundation at the terminus of the abandoned road on the south side of

*SanSimeon Creek. At one time, the Department of Forestry had an installation at
Leffingwell Landing. However, this has also been removed, and no evidence remains.

EngineeringEvaluation

Engineering consideration was given to the supply of electricity, water, sewage disposal,
and telephone supply, because they play a major role in serving the park visitor.

RecommendationRegarding Power and TelephoneLines

* Power and telephone lines are available at the beach, and are adequate to meet
present and future visitor demands. These utilities will be extended as appropriate,
and will be placed underground where feasible.
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RecommendationRegarding WaterSupply

* The existing water supply is obtained from a well. This well provides a supplemental
water source, and provides for irrigation needs. Future domestic water supply
requirements should be accommodated by on-site wells or by connecting to the local
water district mains available at the beach. Water supply to the proposed upper
campground would require a separate pump and storage system for both domestic
and irrigation water needs.

RecommendationsRegarding SewageDisposal

* The sewage from the existing campground, day-use, and overflow area should be
collected via a gravity system, and connected to the existing sewage system on
Moonstone Beach Drive.

The department has an agreement December 1, 1977 with the Cambria Community
Services District that allows for this connection. A lift station and a force main would
be required to connect into the CCSD system. The DPR agreement with CCSD for
10,000 gpd of sewage will accommodate the existing level of visitor use. For additional
service, the department should negotiate with the district in conjunction with related
new development.

* The proposed Whittaker Ranch campground is recommended for a standard septic
tank and leach field system. This system would be located as far away from
San Simeon Creek as possible. An engineering report, field test investigations, and
liaison with the Public Health and Water Quality Control Board will be required, to
assure that this can be done with negative environmental impact on the creek, or on
existing flora and fauna. If it is *determined that a septic tank system is not
feasible, it would be possible, although expensive, to connect to the sewer system.

* The proposed upper campground is recommended for a gravity export sewer system,
to be connected to the Cambria Community Services District sewer. Consideration
was given to a septic tank and leach field system. It was felt that this is
impractical, since the soil type in this location is rated poor for construction of
septic tank filter fields.

PROPOSEDFUTURE ADDITIONS

RecommendationsRegarding Possible FutureAcquisition

The following discussion and all previous comments regarding land acquisition are
intended for long-range planning purposes only, and are not a commitment for acquisition.

There are several areas which should be considered for acquisition by the department.

The first is the site of a very attractive forest of Monterey pine. This area is the
southernmost of three populations of this species that inhabit the coastal mainland of
California. This particular population is about five miles in extent from north to south,
and extends inland about one mile from the ocean. It covers both sides and all slopes of
the hill country. The general appearance of the trees is much like those on the Monterey
peninsula, several hundred miles north of here. There are subtle botanical differences,
recognized by experts, that make this forest of considerable botanical and ecological
interest.
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The northernmost edge of this particular forest of Monterey pine is near San Simeon
Creek. This places it about one-fourth mile inside the south boundary of San Simeon

State Beach. The pine forest on the beach unit side appears to be about forty acres in
extent. It occupies the top of the ridge, immediately south of San Simeon Creek. It
extends, on the north-facing slope to the vicinity of San Simeon Creek. It is an irregular
area, with trees of all ages.

It would be extremely desirable for the department to acquire additional Monterey pine
forest, to provide a better ecological sample of the Cambria population of the species.

* The department should consider acquisition of more land contiguous to its present
holdings, particularly to the east. Acquisition of a separate tract of land in the
region, but not necessarily contiguous to the present State Park System unit, should
also be considered.

Another piece of property is federally owned, and is being or has already been declared
surplus. The Piedras Blancas Light Station is ten miles up the coast from San Simeon
Creek. This station occupies a coastal terrace extending out into the ocean, about
one-half mile west of Highway 1. This area is treeless, but with a spectacular, rocky
coastline, encompassing only a few small pocket beaches. There is no development along
any of this coastline on the outer or ocean side of Highway 1, except at the village of
San Simeon including William Randolph Hearst Memorial State Beach. About two miles
south of the Hearst San Simeon SHM staging area, there are several motels, located close
to one another. Unless acquired by the department, this area may become dotted with
houses, recreational vehicle installations, or other private and comparatively unregulated
developments. The department should consider acquisition of this entire coastal strip, to
provide public access.

Another acquisition consideration involves land east of Van Gordon Creek Road and north
of San Simeon Creek. This land, owned by the Cambria Community Services District, has
been considered as a site for service and administrative facilities for the park unit. This
site has advantage in that development there would not crowd the public use areas of the
park, whereas the expansion of existing state facilities, which is depicted in the General
Plan, would have this undesirable impact. Development at either site would potentially
impact an archeological site. The extent of the archeological site is not known. Steps to
mitigate these impacts are possible, so either site should be feasible for the proposed
development.

Because of uncertainty as to the availability of district lands for state use, the General
Plan depicts the expansion of the existing service yard for future service and
administrative needs. Because of advantage as stated above in using district lands for
state purposes, and because of uncertainty as to which site better lends itself to
mitigation of impact on archeological resources, the General Plan recommends that the
department retain the option of working with the Service District to acquire
approximately two acres of district land for park purposes.

The department also has concern with district lands along San Simeon Creek. The state
beach property line extends north to the center of the creek in the area east of Van
Gordon Creek Road. The district land is north of the creek. The state should encourage
the district to follow land use practices that will protect the natural values along the
creek.
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OPERATIONS ELEMENT

Operation of San Simeon State Beach has been, and will continue to be, the responsibility
of the Department of Parks and Recreation’s Operations Division, headquartered in
Sacramento. District field operations resource management, administration,
maintenance, and interpretation will be administered through the district office, located
in Monterey, and the area office, located at Hearst San Simeon State Historical
Monument, with the unit office at San Simeon State Beach handling routine on-site
responsibilities. The scope of operations activity will be tailored to visitor activities,
related facilities, and management responsibilities identified in the General Plan.

An operations plan identifying the existing level of service is now in use. This plan will
be augmented with additional detail, as development and programming is expanded
and/or implemented.

FACILITIESAND MAINTENANCE

These are the operations facilities now in the unit:

* Service yard
* Employee residences two mobile homes
* Small combination storage and office building
* Entrance kiosk

The provision of adequate park operation and maintenance facilities to support the
proposed visitor facilities is an important objective of this General Plan. However, funds
for complete facilities and services are not expected to be available all at one time.
Therefore, a phased program of development is projected. These are the operations
facilities recommended for the first phase of development:

* A park office
* A four-vehicle storage building
* A paved compound with a fence
* Paved vehicular access

CONCESSIONS

There are no concession services or facilities at San Simeon State Beach; no concession
activities are planned.

39



40







ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTELEMENT

ProjectDescription

The department intends to provide facilities at San Simeon State Beach for coastal
recreation activities. Increasing recreational demand and deterioration of existing
facilities have made the existing facilities inadequate. The General Plan proposes to
increase the number of camping units from 134 permanent campsites and 180 overflow
campsites to 359 permanent campsites, the number of picnic units from 25 to 35, and to
add an additional 61 parking spaces. More specific information on development and
operation is available in the Land Use and Facilities Element, the Operations Element,
and the Resource Element.

This Environmental Impact Element presents a general assessment of environmental
impacts. When specific development plans are drawn up and budgeted, the department
will undertake a more intensive review of the environmental impacts, and will prepare
any necessary environmental documents.

Descriptionof the Environmental Setting

Please refer to the Resource Element of this General Plan and the Inventory of Features,
on file with the department.

Additional environmental description follows.

Traffic

The San Luis Obispo Transportation Plan proposes no major development for State
Highway 1 north of Cambria. Much of the traffic using this highway is recreational in
nature.

Traffic levels on Highway 1 around San Simeon State Beach are: 1,050 vehicles per peak
hour, 9,100 vehicles average daily traffic during the peak month, and 6,000 vehicles
average daily traffic for the entire year for State Highway 1 north of the intersection
with State Highway 46. -

PublicFacilities andUtilities -

The department will study the feasibility of expanding the existing water supply system,
or of purchasing additional water from the local water district, to supply future increases
in demand.

Sewage is now hauled off-site by contract to a public disposal facility. The Cambria
Improvement District No. 1 has agreed to permit the department to connect to its sewer
system, in exchange for certain easements across state beach property.

Solid waste is collected by a private contractor. Picnic areas generate approximately
0.07 cubic feet, or about two liters, of solid waste per person per day. Campgrounds
generate about 0.18 cubic feet, or five liters, per person per day. About 1,300 cubic
yards, or 1,000 cubic meters, were collected from the unit last year.
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Power is provided by the Pacific Gas and Electric Company, through high-voltage lines
that run through the unit inland of Highway 1. Estimated power consumption is about
25,000 kilowatt-hours per year.

Significant Environmental Effects of the ProposedProject

The following significant effects could occur if the preferred plan, or its recommended
alternatives, is implemented. Mitigation measures may reduce or eliminate these effects.

1. Demolition of the existing operation and maintenance building and
construction of new facilities will cause fuel consumption, air pollution,
consumption of building materials, a temporary increase in noise levels, and
temporary interruptions of recreational activities.

2. Increases in recreational use will increase sewage production and water and
electric consumption. Full implementation of the General Plan would increase
sewage production of - the unit from 10,000 gallons per day approximate
current production to about 27,000 gallons per day.

3. The county would lose property tax revenues from any lands the state acquired.

4. A prescribed burning program would temporarily increase particulate matter
concentrations in the vicinity. The fire hazard would also increase; however,
burning could reduce fire hazard by reducing combustible vegetation.

5. Fuel consumption and air pollution will increase as a result of increased
visitation.

6. Cultural resources may be subjected to increased vandalism or damage as a
result of increased visitation.

7. Soil erosion may be accelerated as a result of additional use of existing and
new trails, and creation of poorly located informal trails.

8. Some vegetation will be removed as a result of construction of new facilities.
Some vegetation will be damaged or removed by visitors.

SignificantEnvironmental Effects That Cannot Be Avoided if the
ProposalisImplemented

1. The consumption of fuel and production of air pollutants will increase as a
result of construction and demolition of facilities and an increase in visitation.

2. Sewage production, solid waste, and water consumption will increase.

3. The county will lose property tax revenues from any lands the state might
- acquire.

4. Fire hazard and particulate matter concentration would increase during
prescribed burns.

5. Construction of facilities would require a commitment of building materials.
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MitigationMeasures Proposed to Minimize SignificantEffects

1. Patrol activities, education of the public, and the location of public facilities
and use areas away from culturally sensitive areas will minimize impact to
cultural resources.

2. Proper trail design, siting, and maintenance, and discouragement of informal
trails, will reduce soil erosion.

3. Vegetation loss can be kept minimal by proper siting of facilities and education
of the public.

4. Prescribed burnings will be scheduled only during periods when conditions
humidity, wind direction and velocity, temperature, fuel moisture content are
acceptable to minimize fire hazard, and to provide proper combustion of
certain vegetation.

5. Low-flow faucets and toilets will reduce sewage production and water
consumption.

6. Construction and other ground-disturbing activities in culturally sensitive
areas will be monitored by an archeologist/historian.

7. Facilities have been located away from environmentally sensitive areas, where
possible.

The Resource Element lists other mitigation measures to be carried out in the
operation of this state beach.

Alternativesto the ProposedProject

1. NoProject

This would continue unit operation at the present level. During periods of peak
recreational use, campers would continue to use the overflow campground.
Overflow area use periods should extend as recreational demands increase.
Some recreational demands would not be met.

Further deterioration of existing facilities would continue. High concentration
of use at day use areas would lead to damage to vegetation and accelerated
soil erosion.

2. Alternate Location forFacilities

The park entrance road for the campground areas could be located on
Highway 1 south of the proposed day use area. An entrance road at this
location would require turning lanes, to ensure traffic safety and to maintain
traffic flow. Facilities could also be located west of Highway 1. Any
expansion of facilities in this area would create severe soil erosion problems,
reduce slope stability, encroach into culturally sensitive areas, and interfere
with scenic coastal views from the highway.
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3. Less IntensiveDevelopment

The additional visitor use areas could be reduced in size - or number of
facilities. Public use and its attendant impacts would be reduced. Water,
electric, and sewage requirements would be reduced. Less development would
meet less recreation demand.

4. More IntensiveDevelopment

Additional facilities could be constructed west of the highway. The impacts of
development west of the highway were outlined above. Any increase in
development in other areas would result in significant soil erosion and slope
instability. Cuts and fills would be required for access roads.

5. Alternative Acquisition

The state could acquire only conservation easements i.e., development
rights. The county would still receive property tax revenue. Adverse or
inappropriate development would be controlled.

The Relationship Between Local Short-Term Uses of Man’s Environment and
theMaintenance and Enhancement of Long-TermProductivity

The short-term and long-term uses are of the same type as the present use, and are
non-consumptive i.e., they do not use up resources. In the future, if a more
beneficial use of the unit is discovered, the potential for resource productivity will
not be affected.

The long-term impacts of the project are increases in recreational use, traffic,
electric and water consumption, sewage, and solid waste. Agricultural production
on any lands acquired by the state would be reduced or eliminated. The productive
value or potential would remain.

SignificantIrreversible Environmental Changes That Would BeInvolved
inthe Proposed Action Should It BeImplemented

1. The demolition of nonhistoric structures and the irreversible loss of all or part
of the building materials. Fuel would be consumed in construction, demolition,
and operation activities.

2. The commitment of nonrenewable resources, such as oil, gasoline, and gravel,
to construct roads, parking areas, and other park facilities.

3. The use of energy sources, such as water, electricity, and propane, to serve
newly constructed park facilities.
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GrowthInducing Impact of the Proposed Action

1. Acquisition of property may create a demand for new property to replace that
acquired by the state. -

2. Additional visitor-use facilities will attract more visitors, which will create a
demand for more recreation or tourist support services i.e., restaurants,
service stations, stores.

3. Expansion of park facilities and more visitation may require employment of
additional park personnel, with attendant community services requirements.

4. Increased water and power consumption and sewage production could create a
demand for construction of new water, power, and sewage treatment facilities.

EffectsFound Not to beSignificant

1. A minor effect would be the alteration of runoff and peak flow patterns as a
result of the more impervious surface. The increase in impervious surface is
relatively small in comparison to the entire watershed.

2. While peak noise levels during construction and demolition could reach as high
as 115 decibels, these levels would be short-lived.

3. There should be no impact on any rare and/or endangered species. None are
known to inhabit the area, although the California brown pelican and the
American peregrine falcon may visit the area. -

4. The demand for county services would not increase significantly. Park staff
should be able to provide some emergency services.
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