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STATE OF CALIFORNIA-THE RESOURCES AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor 

GEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
?X 2390 
ACNTO 9581 1 

September 20, 1979 

On June 8,  1979, the S t a t e  Park and Recreation Commission approved the 
Preliminary General Plan for  the  San Mateo Coast Area. In the in t e r e s t  of 
economy-, w e  a r e  not repr in t ing  the document; therefore, the prelm,?ary plan 
can now be considered the  f i n a l  plan. 

Enclosed a r e  addenda containing ?ark a d  Recreation Commission 
Resolution 32-79 approving the  plan, comments and responses on the plan's  
Environmental Impact Element, and a list of minor changes made 'cy the 
Commission. If you have a copy of the plan, please a t tach  these adaendz, and 
replace the word nprel ininaryn on the cover with the word wfinaln. 

Sincerely yours, 

1 
$ Senior ~ b d s c a ~ e  Arc i i tec t  

Enc 1 os ure 



STATE OF CALIFORNI A-RESOURCES AGENCY E d m u n d  G. B r o w n  J r . .  Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RK2EATION 

ST-ATE PARK AND RECREATION COMMlSSlON . 
P. 0. BOX 235'0, S I C M E N T O  9581 1 
r -  @ ,- 

Resolution 32, - 79 
Resolution adopted by t h e  

CALIFORNIA STATE PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
a t  its regu la r  meeting i n  Menlo Pack 

June 8 ,  1979 

WHEREILS, t h e  Director  of t h e  D e p a r e e n t  of Parks and Recreation has 
presented to  t h i s  Commission f o r  approval the  proposed General Plan f o r  t h e  
San Mateo Coast Area; and 

WHEREAS, this r e f l e c t s  the  long-range d e v e l o p m ~ t  p lan  as t o  provide f o r  
t h e  opt- use and enjoyment of  t h e  u n i t  a s  well a s  t h e  p ro tec t ion  of its 
qua1.i t y ;  

NOW, TIIEREFORE, BE I T  RESOL-VED t h a t  the  S t a t e  Park and Recreation 
Commission approves t h e  Department of Parks and Recreation 's General Plan 
f o r  the  San Mateo Coast Area, preliminary dated Apri l  1979, sub jec t  t o  the  
following nine  amendments and such environmental changes as t h e  Director  of 
Parks and Recreation shall determine advisable  and necessary t o  implement 
carrying out  t h e  provisions and ob jec t ives  of s a i d  p lan-  

1. Thornton - Group and ind iv idua l  overnight  camping f a c i l i t i e s  and 
picnic  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  b e  on lower b l u f f s  with upper b l u f f s  f o r  day use 
only. 

2.  Pomponio - Leave parking on the  west s i d e  of t h e  highway. 

3. San Grogorio - Some adequate and a t t r a c t i v e  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  macadam 
.shall be found a s  a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  use of macadam on roads and 
parking areas, if f i n a n c i a l l y  poss ib le -  

4. Pescadero - Management of the marsh and t h e  opening of the  d ikes  t o  
b e  reviewed and authorized by t h e  Director .  

5. On Page 37 add nImprove access out  t o  the  beach p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  s t e e p  
bluff  areas." 

6 .  ~ e c o ~ n & z e  r o l e  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in providing l imi ted  access and 
parking f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  self-contained r e c r e a t i o n  veh ic les  of a l l  
s i zes .  

7 .  Do not phase out  parking l o t s  on west s i d e  of highways u n t i l  e a s t  
s i d e  l o t s  prove f e a s i b l e  and sa fe .  

8. This Commission shall roview and, where poss ib le ,  e l iminate  s p e c i f i c  
c o n f l i c t s  between t h i s  General Plan and Local Coasta l  Plans,  when the  
l a t t e r  are f i n a l l y  adopted. 

9., No eucalyptus trses of h i s t o r i c ,  scen ic ,  e s t h e t i c ,  o r  b io log ica l  
importance s h a l l  b e  removed with the  understanding t h a t  eucalyptus 
t r e e s  s h a l l  b e  managed t o  achieve the  purposes of the  ind iv idua l  
u n i t s  of the  S t a t e  Park System. 



THE sau\N Y ~ T E C  C O ~ ~ T A L  CENEF.aL PrJN Y d S  SENT TO T%P ?OLLGULUG A C E N C I S ,  
O?tGANIZXTIONS, AND PEXSQNS : 

The S t ace  Cle=rin&.ouse 
Bonorxble Mar= Garcia 
9onora b l e  John Toran 
Honorable Louis J. Papan 
Honorable Robert Naylcr 
The C i t y  of  Daly City 
The C i t y  o f  Half Xoon Bay 
The Sar. Pateo County P lan ing  Cammission 
Sierra Club Representa t ive  
A s s o c ~ a t i o n  of Eay Arez Governments 
nor the.^ San Patea County S a n i t a t i o n  District 
San Mateo County Departmaqt of Parks and Recres t ion  
Ci ty  sf Oaly City Municipal Water U t i l i t i e s  Divis ion  
Ci t i zeaa  U t i l i t y  Company of  C a l i f o r n i a  
Half koon aay Ci ty  S a n i t a t i o n  D i s t r i c t  
C a s t s i d e  Count1 Ya t e r  D i s t r i c t  
S a t  ~ ~ C C ~ ~ C O  C i ty  and County Giater Departsc.?t 
Cent ra l  Ca l i fo rn ia  CouacU of Dis ing  Clubs, I n c o r ~ o r a t e d  
South Coast United Councils  
3alf Eoon Eay Ci-mber of Commerce 
? e s a d e r o  Cornmi t y  Council 
Arthur L i t t l e  Planning Consul tants  
? escadero *ah Csmmi tt ee  
C a l i f o r n i a  Sea G r a n t  
Universi ty of  k l i f  ornia, S a t a  C r 9 . z  

3 e p  Pac i f i ca  a e z u t i f u l  
Ci ty  of  Pac i f i ca  iJlannlng Departsen t 
P?. 8 i l l  Tztoaer 
M r .  J i m  GiheeLer 
Mr. and Hrs. aob ?ayne 
Z r .  Oick Cochran 
Mr. Craia Por te r  
~ r .  Fran  Pol lard  
M r .  Edvard A .  Flym 
,- 
~ h e  S&? ~%tea Country L ib ra ry ,  Cent ra l  Library  9rznch 

COE1I?E!lTS hE35 SECZIYiD FROM TIE  WLLGYLYG AGENCIES,  G , AND 
PE3SGCIS : 

T3e Pezcadero Cec;un~:y Council  
T3e C i ~ y  o f  3 a i y  C i t y  
The Calif a r n i a  D e p = t a e q ~  of T ~ z n s p m t a t l o n  - 3 

13e Califsrnia Air 2esources Bcard 
... . 
-2" Cal~fornia 3eszrrzect o f  C z h  z , d  Cane 



Pescadem Community Coun 

P, 0. Eox 249 
Pesczaero, CA 9406 0 

James M, Doyle, Supervisor  
En-~konmenta l  Review Section 
Department  of Parks and Recreation 

T.O. Box 2390 
Sacramento ,  CA 958 11 

D e a r  Mr. Doyle: 

m  he C'nairman of the Pescaderc Community Council asked a e ,  a s  ChaLrman 
cf the Local Coastal Program Committee, to respond to the Dzz,ft of the 
Prelimigaly Genera l  Plan for the S a n  3bteo Coast Area, hjl] review is 
attached. It addresses mainly local ccnceras. 

T &he  Pltn is now available for  additional revrieT.v in Pescadero, and f c r t k e r  
comments  may be forthcoming. 

V e q ~  truly yours, 



c o C k e n t s :  San Mate0 C o l s t  Area G e c e r a l  ?l.an. Depart.;?.snt of ? a r k s  and Recreation 

-age 30, 2nd Par .  The h i s t o r i c a l  sequence  i s n 1 t  r igh t .  T h e  land br idge  xras gone 
l o ~ g  b e f o r e  the  l ighthouse was  abandoned. 50 y e a r s  ago, when ! 0 w a s  z child,  it w a s  s&'d that  you could wzlk a c r o s s ,  but we went 
by boat,  and  so did the Coast Guard. -4 U. S. G. S. map dated 1852 
s h o w s  no land brdge.  

- 
?age  23. 2nd Par.@ i h e  S a t e  h a s  not acqu i r ed  Finney Creek, nor  any lznd south of 

t he  cen te r l i ne  of Ano Nuevo Creek .  

Page 33, l a s t  *-r R i s t o r i c  r e m a i n s  at  Ano Yuevo conta in  a s inal l  p ~ r t i o n  of the  
' a- '@ &ole Ranch. 

Page 34, 1st Par .  The Steele  Ranch is generally thought of a s  the Steele b r o t h e r s t  
3rd Par. Ranch. The port ion a c q u i r e d  by t h e  State  contained l a n d s  belongir 

t o  the second generation,  Jay Stze le  and then rc, h i s  wife Flora. 
@ The &ele  Ranch contained tho l sands  of acres ,  1 be l i eve  ~ h e c g  

with Catherine Seele, P a l o m a r  Botei, Santa Cruz. 

Page 40 Ano N u e v ~  An0 Nuevo Island. .Also prevent  vanda l i sm and the!?, which can -  
SR t i m e s .  

?zge 42, 1st Par. @ Beach  s t r awbe r r i e s  canl t  be p ro t ec t ed  in the  elephant sen: are-. 

- ~ t ' n  Pzr.  Add: P r o t e c t  r e  s e a r c h  fac i l i t i es .  

Add new P a r ,  Zecons t ruc t  the h i s t o r i c  l ighthouse t o w e r  and r e s t o r e  coast g u a r d  
bui ldings f o r  u s e  by U C X  sc i en t i s t s .  This i s  2 h i  s t o r i c  and 

@ visual groupicg which shculd  be prese rved .  It couid be dooo ihroc;  
public subsc r ip t  lcn. The neat, whi te  b u i l d i ~ g s  and tower  c r e a t e i  
a f o c a l  poict f o r  the whole w e e p  of the  peninsula. 

?age 47, Par. 3 Again, the coas t  zuard fac i l i t i es  a r e  just  a s  h i s tor ic  a s  the  See12  
buildings,  and should b e  p r e s e r v e d  a n d / o r  reconstructed.  

?age 49, P e s c ;  S'i3 Sand f r o m  d i s tu rbed  dunes  wnich blows a c r o s s  the highway r,bs:rtlc 

0 t r a f f i c  should be r e t u r n e d  to the beacn s o  a s  not to de?!ete the l i t -  
t o  . A t  presen t  it is r e m o v e d  by CalTrans  and ilissosed of 
e l sewhere .  

D7.vg. No. 15844, P e s c s d e r o  State Beach. R e s o u r c e  E l e m e n t ,  Allowable 3 s e  Inrensity:  

i t  h u r t s  e v e r y  f a r m e r  in the a r e a  if prime !and ~s used for o t h e r  
p u r p o s e s  - each  d i s t r i bu to r  c e ~ e n d s  on a c3rtair ,  acreacre kc 220) - 

@ going, and any a c r e a g e  los t  t h r e z t e n s  h i s  L u s i ~ e s s .  2nd the reby  
the  r e s t  o i  us.  You show cariping, picnicking, etc . .  c2r.trzrjr to  
ccuntj. zoning, the Coas ta l  Act,  ar,d :he needs of the  c~mrr .z r , i t :~ .  



Dwg. N o  16844, Ano Nuevo S a t e  & s e r v e  - Plant  C o m n u n i t i e s .  

L a n d s  ou t s ide  the R e s e r v e  per imcker  should have 2 10 p e r c e n t  
s c r e e n  applied. Failing to d i d  inguishz% visua11y i r o n  pa rk  i z n d  
c r e a t e s  added p r o b l e m s  [or p r i v a t e  o w n e r s  w t o  i l r e a d y  hrve '  
cons t an t  d i f f icu l t ies  with trespass. theG,  2nd vandalism. 30 
p a r t  o i  the  =ea south of  4 n o  NueTro C r e e k  has  been  ncouired,  an  
the  S t a t e  h a s  to ld  the o w n e r s  t ha t  a l e t t e r  d i sc la iming  in t ? r e s i  ir 
a cqu i s i t i on  i s  for thcoming.  T h e  R e s e r v e  boundzry i s  not c l e a r l y  

-4. de l inea t ed  on a l i  the 4flo XU~TJ-O maps; s c r e e n i n g  wculd do 1.. 

The S a t e  has comple ted  p u r c k a s e  of  the Char l tnds nor th  of the  
c.. @ Reserve. Lhe p r o p e r t y  l ine  should be r ev i sed  and plnnt comrnEn 

, identified,  

NG a g r i c u l t u r a l  land south cf Ano Nuevo C r e e k  h23 b e e n  acacdsne  @ in fact ,  m o r e  is being brought  u n d e r  i r r igat ion.  

Dwg. No 16844. i\no Nuevo SR - Allowable Use Intensi ty ,  2 of 2 1 

Dele te  ha tch ing  and heavy l ine  and S of highway which could b e  
@ i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a proper ty  line. C l e a r l y  show the proper ty  Line 

down -4no Nuevo Creek.  ~!pply  4G p e r c e ~ t  screer?  to  l s z d s  outs id  
3 e  s e r v e .  

Dwg. No. 16644, Ano Xuevo S a t e  R e s e r v e ,  C u l t u r a l  6 
B 

@ S a m e  c o m m e n t .  

Pg. 136, 1st P a r .  T h e r e  w e r e  15 fa ta l i t i es  ir. a $ - m i l e  s i r e t c h  of Cabr i l l o  Highwsy 
(Eighway 1) just  nor th  0.1 P 5 s c a d e r o  in 19'73. 

I 1  3 r d  Par. f r o m  R e c r e a t i o n  n e e d s  and uncont ro l led  v i s i t c r  a i t end ince  . . . " We 
bottom ha7fe seen the  t r a f f i c  congest ion v z n i s h  a[ :4no Xuevo SR when the 

r e s c ~ ~ a t i a n  s y s t e m  began. The b u s  s e r v i c e  h a s  e a s e d  it f u r the r .  @ s y s t e m  s y s t e m  should be ifisti'cteci at 211 ?z.-is ace 

b e a c h e s  in San Mateo County. 

I I Pg. 140, 1st Par. Add: Discourage  highway p2r~rr .g  by c o o p e r z : i n ~  :.rich ut i le?  
I 1  

3 

@ agencies  and p o s t i ~ p  e m e r g e n c y  g a r k i n g  only" s igns ,  pzr t icu lz r l :  
I I 

a d j acen t  to a g r i c u i t u r a l  lands.  

-7;. 143, 2nd S z r .  @ A n g  Nuevo a ,creage should  include C h a r  l a d s  r i c e n t i y  s c c u i r e d .  
from bottom and  not include any lands  scu th  o i  "no Xueva C r ~ e k .  

---.-4 

-E. - XQ 168 43  - T r a f f i c  and Farking Investigation 

The ?;la3 s h o w s  beach sauth of Ano Sus~ . -o  Creak: as z z r ~  0 :  i h e  
@ R E ~ ~ ~ V E .  C o r r e c t  th i s  o r  1 1 y  !he Lesch. 



F i g u r e  3 2  C o r r e c t  the --jno Yuevo State Rese-rve b o u n d a r y  !iiic to -4no Xcevo 
@ Creek. 

-;gure 3 3  @ Same correc t ion .  

Dwg. No. 16843, Scil Type Plot Plan, 3 of 3 

Same correc t ion .  Deletc heavy p roper ty  line south of  Ano Nuevo @ Creek. 

Dwg. No 16843, General  Rur, P e s c a d e r o  S a t e  Beach. 

It i s  e s s e n t i a l  that the agr icu l tu ra l  land be utilized to i t s  bes t  
advantage, A i l  m e a n s  of  preventing c r o p  theft and vendalisrn 

@ 
should be employed. With the e n e r g y  s h o r k g e ,  coosiderat ion 
should be given to decreas ing  a u b  parking and increas ing  b u s  
parking. 

Dwg. Xo. 16343, Genera l  R a n .  Ano Nuevo s a t e  R e s e r ~ e ,  1 of 1 d 

Delete acquisit ion line south of Ano Xuevo Creek. p n e  S a t e  has 
@ told t i e  o m e r s  t b t  they a r e  dropping the acquisit ion proposal.  

Including "Ano N ~ r v o  Creek"  a s  part of the % s e r v e  i s  damaging 
to pr iva te  owners.  who own to the  cen te r l i ae  w e s t  of Highway l 

@ and a n  of  it e a s t  of the highway. This s t r t ement  encourages  
trespass on private laads. Delete th i s  reference .  

Dwg 16843, -411 Generzl  Flan Maps. 

-Add symbol  denoting agr icu l tu ra l  use,  and apply ~t wherever  there 
@ is p r ime  land. 

Dwg. 16843, General  Plan, Pescadero  State Bezch. 1 or' ! 

The  Pescadero  Cornmonity Council  i s  on r e c o r d  a s  opposing - 
park use of any agr icul tura l  land. Lhis a r e a  has  some  of the 

@ best soils. The t ex t  proposes  conversior,  ci zgricul turz? lands 
to scenic open sgaze,  c o n t i a ~ f  to Resource  ?;lzr,agernent Zoning 
and the Coas ta l  Act. 

Provide public t e l e p h o c ~ s  2nd r e s t r o o m s  at all a c c e s s  ?oiqts, 
including t h ~  e weit  of the  highway. 

- 1 ,  Proposed Addit ion 

-, I fie s ta te  i s  d roap izg  plzns for acquisitioi! sout'z ci :;ro :<uevo 
@ Creek. Delete. 



Dwg. 16843, General ?!an, Ano Nrievo State %serve  

Include Char property. 'vhich was purchased. 2nd exclude 
/, @ Coastways Beach, which i s  being dra3pe.i. At  ie+st s c r een  it! 

Noting the drop-off in highway cong+stion zicce t h e  gas ihor!age, 
the ra t io  o i  c a r  parking to bus parking should be re-examined. 

@ Perhaps  regular  bus service  along the coast ~ c u l d  el iminate 
much or' the bus ?=king. 

Pg. 182, Pescadero' S a t e  Beach 

;4 second s e c o ~ d z r y  theme should be added, relating to t h e  irn- @ poriance of reser7ring the best  prime k n d  isr ag~ icu l tu r e .  

Visi tor  orientation should include in fomat ion  about local crops. 
@ and the contribution this a r e a  makes  in ?roviding speci2l:y item. 

fo r  the nationf s table. 4 

Pg. 18 3, Interpretive Programs,  3rd Par. 

@ The success  of the Sam T r a n s  b u s  service should be nored. 

Pg. 198, 2nd Par. a We don't consider this a r e so r t  area. I i  i s  a i t r m i n g ! r ~ c r e a  
a r e a  ilere on the south coast. 

Pg. 235, 2nd & 3 r d  Lrrigaiion decreases  erosion by rockfalls, a s  the s a c d s t ~ n e  is no 
n-?- @ longer is e:qosed to seasonal  ..vet and dry periods 2nd consepuer.t 

expansion and shrinicing which lezd to crzcks  2n2 rockfalls. 

0 I  
Pg. 206. 1st Par.  36 Please. "the town of Pesczdero , cot Pesca2ero Ci ty .  

- L P. 203,  i i h  Par  a JVa-je zction and subsidence have also increzse i  erosion of sea- 
c l i f f s  and Sluffs. 

Pg. 210. 2nd Par.@ Significant Environxental  Effects:  Highway 92 h a s  a grez t e r  
problem than Devils Slide. 

Pg. 210, 3 r d  Par .  @ " ~ e r n a ~ d "  needs to Se gezred to availabi!ity of  beach  s?ace, a d  
7 Sig. ~ n v .  Zffects can b e  controlled by  reservations. 

I  I 2ild P2r.O ". . . p a ~ t i c u l a r l y  over Cevi l ls  Slide 2r.d A i q h ~ v a ; ~  S?, is . . . 
I 1  - - 4 t h  Par. @ I f  i t r e a m  and of i - s t ream rz se rvo i r s  

~ ' g .  :!I. ETfects on  In f rzgi le .a reas ,  consideration cr' u s i n g  permea5le  r o z d  a::c pc .! 

So iis @ 10: surfaces  should i.,e c ~ c j i d e r e d  t o  mitigate  erz;icr.. 



0 Pg. c13. Add F a r .  E f f e c t s  on  Agricul:ure 

If land is left in  production,  a s  t h i s  community  f2els it should Se, 
@ t h e r e  wi l l  be benef ic ia l  i n p a c t s  f o r  the  f a r m e r s  *,,vno make t h e i r  

l iv ing  here. If t he  State  plan t a k e s  land out of production,  the  
impac t  o n  t h i s  communi ty  i s  subs tan t ia l .  

Pg. 2:3. 1st Pa r .  The soc io -economic  i m j a c t  o f  r e m o v i n g  some of the bes t  p r i m e  
land f r o m  product ion inc ludes  d i sp l acemen t  of f a m i l i e s  who work 
t h e  land,  l o s s  of A D A  fo o u r  pove r ty - s t r i cken  School Dis t r ic t ,  @ c r o p  l o s s ,  income l o s s  t o  the  cornrncnity,  income t a x  l o s s  to the  
S ta te ,  and  m o r e  impor tan t ,  a t h r e a t  to  the viability o f  ag r i cu l tu re  
in t h i s  a r e a ,  and i t s  consequent  affect  on the -,acker. 

Pg. 213, 3 r d  Par. R e m o v a l  o r  occupancy  by Park p e r s o n z e i  of exis t ing farm labor  

@ 
housing i s  d e t r i m e n t a l  to the cont inuance or" ag r i cu l tu re  in t h i s  
a r e a .  Farm L a b o r  housing i s  i n  v e q  sno r t  supply. It should not 
be r e m o v e d  unt i l  l oca l  r e p l a c e m e n t  housing i s  available.  

4 

Tg. 2 13, Effects  o n  H m a n  s t r u c t u r e s  can  enhance  a v i s t a ,  i. z . ,  a c l u s t e r  of  farm 
Aes the t i c s  bui ldings,  the c o a s t g l a r d  c o m p l e x e s  at P t g s r ,  Point and Ano Nuev 

@ These are  the v i s t a s  which a r e  m o s s  photogrzpned. 

i3g. 215, P e s c a d e r  ' BPD~S, - not sweet peas. p lease .  
SB. 1st P a r  

'age 216,  11 Stab i l ized  dunes  grow on  the windward s ide,  catching sand. Dune 
Qs iab i l i za t ion  wil l  need to  b e  mi t ipz ted  by proyiiding e quivalent s a n i  

t o  the l i t t o r a l  d r i f t .  

Tg. 217, No Development Add: I: . . . and will  per=it  agricul:urc to e:c?and, r a t h e r  
@ t han  con t r ac t .  " 

?g. 2 19, The  Relat ionship Between Loca l  s n o r t - T e r m  Use, ecs .  

T h i s  s p e a k s  of ?oss ib le  s h o r t - t e r m  use of p z r k  l ands  f o r  a g r i c ~ I t ~ :  - 
";vere it not q i th in  the S a t e  P a r k  System".  -h.e S z t e  :vzj  fl .1;~ 
a w a r e .  when it purchased  th i s  land o f  C c z s t a l  ..Act pol ic ies  at'iec'ir 

@ a g r i c u l t u r a l  land. The State should svcid buying 5 3 c i  lznds,  but 
hav ing  bought them. should l e a s e  them inde fizatc iy for ?gr i cu i tu  ra. - 
purposes .  Lhis farming communi ty  canfiot a f io rd  to have s o c e  o; 
i t s  be s t  lands t a k e n  oct  of product ion.  

Growth Inducing Impacts ,  2nd Par. 

@ 7 ,  . . . r e s iden t i a l .  2gricu!tural and c o m ~ e r c i a l  d e ~ e l o r n e n t .  " 

0 3 2 i ,  2nd .Fror= fi T h e  R e s o u r c e  Xlar.=ger.ene D i s t r i c t  w a s  a c ' o ~ t e c i  In !972. 
b o ~ t o r n  



OEPARTMEflT O F  COMMUNITY OE~/ELO?ME?iT 

Sullivan Avenue and 90th Street 
Oaly Ci:y, California 34015 

( 4 1 s )  392-ago.  EXT. 277 

J ~ i m s  M. Doyle, Supervisor  
Environmental Review Seccion 
Cepartment o f  Parks and Recreat ion 
P . O .  Box 2330 
Sacramento, CA 95811 

Cear Mr. Doyle: 

The fo l  lowing a r e  o u r  comments an your San Hateo Coast Area Generz~l Plan and 
Draf t  EIR - P r e t i m i n a r j  O r a f i ,  Hatch, 1979, s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e l a t i n g  cc Thcrnccn 
S t a t e  Seach: 

I .  There I s  no information on e x i s t i n g  cond i t ions  o r  the  impact of 
proposed development f o r  any of  t h e  a reas  proposed f c r  acqui s  i c ion 
and park expansion. a r ief  mention of  the geology, only general 

@) d i scuss ion  a i  dra inage  and e ros ion  problems, and n a  d iscuss ion of  
e x i s t i n g  b i o t a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  b1uff:sp p r o p e r t i e s  o n  e i t h e r  
s i d e  of  t h e  access road, seem to l i m i t  any decis ions  on poss ib le  
impacts and necessary  m i  t i g a t  ion measures. ipases I5 - 16, 
f i s u r e s  Z - 3 ,  and pages  198 - 199) 

2 .  Recom.mndac ion o f  encouraging b u s  use (middle o i  page 139) , we recommend 
t h a t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  Westiake Shopping Cente; be conducted to  provide (3 an a r e a  For beach u s e r  parking.  (We have i n i t i a t z d  t h i s  idea and wouid 
aopreci  ace your s u p p o r t ) .  

3.  Recrimnendation and planned use of abandoned highw~y 1 right-of-way f o r  
pub1 i c  c ra i  l usz (page 139 and figure 35) should be de le ted .  We have 
made the  comment in the pas t  i n  review of Z o r n t o n  Beach develoonent 
p lans .  I t  i s  a  pol i c y  i n  o u r  d r a f t  Coastal Plan to d isa l low any access (9 an t n i s  t e r r a c e  and to  r e s t r i c :  l a t e r a l  access  :O rne beach. C u r  = r i c e r i a  
and reasoning follow your p o l i c i e s  cn page 37  (:he j r d ,  j t h ,  8 t h ,  ana 
Zist). B a i i c a l i y ,  we feel t h e  t e r r a c e  i s  tco unstable  and u n s a f e  f o r  
h i k e r s  a n d  oeac2 users  be!ow as  w e 1  1 a s  :o the b lu f f  f ace  i t s e l f .  

c-- - 1;. T h e  information on the  proper ty  nor th  o f  che accsss  road cn the b l u f f c z ~  
i s  i n c g r ~ e c t .  The 5 . 3  a c r e  i s  c r i v a t e i y  cwced, o n e  s e t  c f  3 parce!s 

@) cocaiinr; 4 . 3  a c r e s  an= rhe s o u t h e r n - m s t  c r i ana la  o f  1 . 5  2cr.s. T h e  
otflnershiss a r e  1 is;ed fo r  San Haceo C ~ i ? n t ' /  A s i e s s a r ' s  b o o k  2 ,  $ ! o c k  13: i , 

o a r c + l s  2 ,  1 1 .  12, and 13.  



A p r i  1 1 9 ,  1 3 7 3  
,'- Page Two 

5 .  The C a i c r s n s  a n d  Daly  C i t y  owned p r o p e r t i e s  d e s i g n a c e d  Fs; a c q u i s i t i s n  
b e ~ i a n i n a  a b o u t  2500 i t .  s o u c n  of  che e x i s t i n g  b o u n d a r y  a i  t h e  n o r t h z r 2  
ease o f  Da i s a ~ u  l k z d a  Canyon ( o  t h e m  i sc known a s  'cod ' s 2 u l  c h )  s n o u i  4 
be cadified t o  c n e  o f  t h e  f o l  l o w i n g :  

h. 

@ a )  i n c l u d e  a l l  pub1 i c l y  owned  p r o p e r t y  w e s t  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  d e v e l o p  them f o r  s a f e  pub1  i c  access ar;d use 
:o t h e i r  F u l l  e n v i r o n m n t a i l y  safe p o t e n t i a l ,  o r  

b )  de1e:e these a r e a s  and a l l o w  Daly C i t y  t o  c s n c i n u e  w i t h  i t ;  
d o v e  i o p m e n t  plans  f o r  t h e s e  a r e a s .  

6 .  Add s e p a r a t e  p e d e s t r i a n  and b i c y c l e  acczas t r a i l s  f r o m  S k y i  i n e  a o u l e v a r d  
( h i g h w a y  35)  t o  t h e  park ing  l o t  o n  t h e  l o w e r  t e r r a c a .  T h i s  w o u l d  h e I p  

@) i m ? I e r e n t  y c u r  r e c o r n r r m d a t i o n  i o  "encourage b i c y c l  ing a n d  h i k i n g  re . 
the  beach" (page 133). 

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

Don F l e m i n g  
0 i rector o i Commun i t y  Deve i 



04-SM-I, a c ,  9 2  

Comments from C a l t r a n s ,  D i s t r i c t  4 c ~ i ? c t r n i ~ c  t h e  CraCt of 
P r e l i a i n a r y  Sari Mate0 Coas t  A r e a  Geners? ??an i n  S a n  Hztec County,  
S t a t e  C lea r inahouse  No. 79032610. 

Page 135 - 32commendations: Concent ra t inq  the  izprovements in 
t h e  n o r t h e r n  20  iniies where t n e  t r a f f i c  conges t ior ,  proSLens zow 
z x i s t  does no t  seem t o  be a r e d i s t r i j u t i o n .  This would appear  @ io a g q r a v a t e  a  prsblen which now e x i s t s .  The d.~cuneri t  does n o t  
a d e q u a t e l y  a d C r e s s  t h e  impacts  and s2ec i f  ic  ni t i g a  t i c n  s e a s u r e s  
f o r  t h e  q e n e r a t e d  i n c r s a s e d  t r a f f i c  . 
Pzcje 136-138 - Route 1. There is no c u r r z n t  commitqent of  
funds  by C a l t r t n s  f o r  t h e  placned iaprovemenc from Shzr? ?ark  

@ Ropd t o  San Pedro Road. I t  is noi i n  c u r  c u r r - n t  S k a t e  T r a n s -  
~ c r t a t i o n  Improvement Irosram b u t  i s  l i s t e d  a s  a c z n d i d a c e  fsr 
f u t u r e  i n c l u s i o n .  

T h e  D e v i l ' s  Slide Bypass - ZIS p r c c e s s  i s  ~ n d e r ~ a y .  Ccmgisticn 
@ of t h e  environinental  document s s y  t z k e  two y e a r s ;  hovevar,  

l o c a t i o n s  of  the  a l t e r n z t i v e  a l i s n n e n t s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  known. 

The adopted  Route 380 betweerr a c t 2  2 3 0  and iiouze I  as r e s c i n d e d  
t h e  Cal i fo=nj ,a  : r ansoor ta t ion  Commission on  ?!arch 2 3 ,  1 9 7 9 .  

8 P a q ~  139 - It is not  c l e a r  how b i c y c l e  t r a i l s  w i l l  ~lleviate t h e  
t r a f f i c  c o n g e s t i o n .  

Recommendations f o r  s p e c i a l  p r i o r i t y  f o r  Sus t r z n s ? o r c a t i o n  Is 
@ n o t  a  true m i t i g a t i o n  measure i f  t h e r e  a r e  no p l a n s  f o r  inplamen- - 

t a t i o n .  T h e r o  z r s  no c u r r l n t  bcs r31;tss s e r v i 3 q  tke beach a r 2 a s .  

Fag2 1 4 7 ,  f i g u r e  3 0 .  Much of t h o  dasa ? r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  T r a f f i c  e) Smmmary  i s  n o t  c c r - i s t .  T h e  2ur;osa of t h i s  suamary is n a t  c ? e a r  
to us. 

7 - ? . - .  'zge 2 1 3  (Lznd Uszi, 2 1 5 ( $ i : ) ,  1 6 2 ,  Genera, = I l n c  ( : ? e c  i r l t a l l ?  .@ D r a w i n g s  1 5 8 4 3 ,  S h e e t s  1 6 2 ) .  



There  appears  t o  c e  an  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  i2 t h e  S2a ? l a t ? ~  Coas t  A r o a  
Gsnerz l  ? l a n  an2 ix ? a r t i = u l = r  t h e  z ~ ~ i : 3 ~ n e n t ~ l  Inpzc i Z?tment. 
The s t s c e n e n t  is 1r12de s e v e r a l  t imes ( s e e  page 2 1 6 ,  4 1 4 )  t k z c  t h i s  
Cocclment dces  not  grcpose  acquisLt,ioAn.s o f  a n y  lands y e t  = h e  C-ereral 
31an ma?s show -Jel ineat ,od a r z a s  a s  n F i ~ c ~ i ~ i ? i ~ n  ?ropos?1 ."  I t  
seems i n c o n s i s t e E t  :a p r n p a r s  a Zocument 3f "?reposed Develccrnents" 
and t h e i r  impacts i n  an a r e a  shown f o r  f u t u r ?  a c q u i s i t i o n  azC 
r s f r a i n  from a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  i n u a c t s  o f  a c a u i s l k i o n  needed f o r  t h e  
prososed  develc2ments .  

Also,  page 213, 1st paragraph s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  General  Plan is i n  
c o n f l i c t .  w i t h  C a l t r a n s '  prcposzd D e v i l ' s  S l i d e  r o j e c t .  This 
vould appear & be t r u e  c n l y  i f  " a c c u i s i t i o n  is proposed" f r o m  

r i ~ h t  of  way p r e s e n t l y  ownsd Sp C a l t r a n s  i n  the  proposed 
Route I a l ignment .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Genera l  ? l a n  map does no t  
show t h e  p r o g e r t y  owned by C a l t r a n s  i n  this a c q u i s i t i o n  z r e a .  

?age  2 1 6 ,  $1 - E x i s t i n g  y e h i c l e  codes  a l r e a d y  pemi t  c i t a t i o n s  
@ f o r  i l l s g a l l y  parked v e h i c l e s  i n  S t a t e  h i g h w a y  right of  yay. It 

1 

i s  no t  clear "o t h e  p resence  of  a d Z i t i o n a l  parking w i l l  g e n e r a t e  
i n c r e a s e d  enforcement  o r  make e n f o r c m e n t  any  more e f f e c t i v e .  

C a i t r z n s  c a n n o t  be comni t t e d  t o  f i n a n c i n g  improvements RG t l d  a s  
71 m i t i g a t i o n  measures,  however, ve will c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  :he C a s a r z -  0 ment c f  Parks  and 2 e c r e 3 t i o z  on m a t t e r s  of mutual concerz .  

We r e q u e s t  a copy of t h e  F i n a l  519. - General  Plan and a n y  ocher  a s u b b s e q m t  a c t i o n s  o r  documents b e f o r e  t h e  ? lo t i ce  of D e t e r x i n a t i o n  u .  
1s c i l s d .  The a d d r e s s e ~  shoc ld  be - 

C a l t r a n s  D i s t r i c t  C E Q A  Coord ina to r  
E n s i n e e r i n c  S ? r v i c z s  3rznch 
?.  C .  3 0 x  3 3 6 6 ,  Rincon Annex 
Szn F r s n c i s c o ,  CX 9 4 l l 5  



T3: I ) L. Frank Gucdson 
?roj e c i s  Coordinator 
?esourc=s Agency 

2) Mr. James M. Doyle 
P . O .  acx 2390 
Sacramento , CA 

j u 9 j x t :  P r ~ l  i n i n a r y  Draft - San Mateo Coast General P l a n ,  S C H  blo. j90j24iO 

AOEQUACY OF AIR QUALITY ANALYSES 

Analysis o f :  

Exisiing Air Quality in Area 

Exiscing Enissigns in Area 

P r o j e c t  Enissions 

?rz, jecz impact on Air Qua1 icy 

2i:igacion Heasurcs to Min imize Impac: 
o f  P r o j e c t  

A 1  :e rna t  ives to Project 

Growth  Induc ing i Cumulative Impacts  
o f  Pro j ec t  

POTENTIAL EFFECT ON AI?  QUALITY 

Csmmen t 
inadequate Number 

czme7 t 
Number 

E e n e f i c i a l :  will ?robably tend t c  improve ; i r  qvaiicy. 

No subs tan: i a1 adverse e i f r c : .  

, -7 

.Adverse: x i  1 1  1 ikely degrade air qua;  i z y .  

X Unknown. 
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COM."ITS 'HERE RECEIVED FROM TI% FOLLOWDiG AGENCi3, O3CdNIZATIONS , .tVD 
?SRSONS : 

?he ?escade ro  Community Counci l  
The C i t y  of '  Daly C i t y  
The C a l i f o r n i a  Departmeqt of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
The Cal i i -orn ia  h r  Resources Board 
The C a l i f o r n i a  D e p a r t m a t  o f  F i s h  a d  Game 

RESPONSE TO COMMEliTS n.@M T'XE PESCADE3O COMMUNITY COUNCIL: 

1 .  Z i s t o r i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s  state that soxe o f  t h e  s a t e r i a l s  f o r  the l i g h t h o u s e  
we,- brought  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  by w o n .  If t h i s  staterne2c is t r x e ,  then  t h e  
wagons were probably  pulled a c r o s s  a t  low t i d e .  The ;iaSons nay Pave gone 
th rough  low t ide  waten  as they  v e r e  pu l l ed  a c r o s s  Land. Tais concegc is 
what was meant by the words "land bridge1'. Perhaps the  use of t hose  words 
h a s  m i s l  e2ding. 

2. Last y e a r  when t U  reporc h a s  be ing  d r a f t e d ,  t h e  S t a t a  or' C a l l f c r z l a  a s  
n e g o t i a t i c g  t h e  purchase of land  which inc luded  Ficney Crook. At p r e s e z t ,  
t h a t  a c q u i s i t i o n  b a s  been dropped. 

3. The S t e e l s  Ranch complex r e f e r s  t o  t he  c l u s t e r  of  b u l l c i , ~ s  a t  Ano iluevo, 
and coes  n o t  refer to a l l  S t e e l a  Ranch p rope r ty .  

# 

4 .  ZID; the f i n a l  -era1 Plan (pzqe 3 4 ,  paraqrzph c ~ e )  w i l l  be zd t e red  to  g 

yead: "The S t g e l e  Ranch, l o c a t e d  a t  Bno Nuevo, C O ~ S ~ Z ~ S . . . . . "  

5 .  F r e v e n t i c n  of a l l  c r d e  in m y  unit of t h e  S t a t e  Pwk Syscte is s t a ~ d 2 r d  
o p e r a t i n g  procedure.  

6 .  aeach  s t r a u b c - r i e s  are not  cons idered  rars c r  endangered a d ,  therei 'oro, 
w i l l  n o t  be p r o t e c t e d  fAwm t h e  e l ephan t  s e a l s .  

7 .  This Department decided not  t o  s p a d  hundreds of thcusatids or' tarpl : jersf  
d o l l a r s  t o  r e f u r b i s h  t h e  i s l a n d  s t r c c t u r e s  Secatlse t he  ish.!!d is c l o s e d  t o  
t h e  p u b l i c ,  because the  Coast Guard f a c i l i t i e s  =e a i t o g e t h e r  de lz? id=sed ,  
and because  t k e  f a c i l i t i e s  can only be see.? from one-halZ mile auay. Tk i s  
Departmat,  w i t h  t he  concurrence of the Uni l?ers i ty  of C a l l f o r n i t ,  S m t a  
Cruz,  dec ided  t o  a l l ow t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  uea the r  away a d  t h e 2  be romoved 
before  they  become a hazzrd to mn o r  a n i ~ a l .  

8. IBID. 

9 .  It  is t h e  unders tanding  of t h i s  Depar t seq t  t h a t  t h e  C z l i f o r n i z  Depzrraezt  
o f  T r ~ ~ s p o r t a t i o n  is d e p o s i t i c g  t h e  s v l d  cn the  belch.  



i O .  i t  is t h e  g e n e r a l  p o U c y  cf t h i s  i l e p a r a e n c  not  t o  a c q u i r e  g r 3 e  
r .  q r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  u i t h o u t  g r a n t i n g  a  c c n s e r v a t i o n  e a s e m a t  which aLlows 

c c n t i n a e d  a g r i c u l t u , q l  u se  c f  t h e  g r u g e r t y  and p r o h i b i t s  any f u t u r s  
r e s i d e n t i a l ,  commercial, o r  i r . dus t r i a l  u se  of t he  l and .  Caa~irq a d  
7 i c n i c k i n q  f a c i l i t i e s  d e p i c t d  on 3 rav ing  No. 1 6 a u  a r e  c o t  c o n t r s r y  t o  
e i t h e r  county zonlng ordi,n=nces o r  t he  Ccastzl Act. S e c t i a c  5315 ,  1hm. 2 
and q o f  t h e  Cocncy of Sar: Yateo Open Space a d  Conservz t i=n  E l m e n t ,  
spec.,iYlcal;y s t i p u l a t e s  that pub l i c  r e c r e a t i c n  a d  c a m g g r o ~ ~ d s  we 
p = n i t ~ e d  u s e s  of t h e  area. Please  s e e  pzge 135, paragr2ph f i ? e ,  and 
A p p e d i x  A ,  page 225 o f  t h e  t e x t .  

1 1 . B h e a v i e r  S t a t e  Reserve boundary l i n e  m y  be a e a s i e r  and ecoconica l ly  
rnoE f e a z i t l e  way of d e u n e s t i c g  a r % s  w i t k i ~  sach  =Lt than screening 
a d j a c e n t  lanes.' P rope r ty  l i n e s  are shoTm c o r r e c t l y ,  a d  p l a t  c m z x m i t i t s  
are i d e a t i f i d  c o r r e c t l y  a t h e  s u b j e c t  mz?. 

13. The word "abandonedn ~ 3 s  a zis lesding term. DrawL~g No. 16a44, 2n t iZ led  
Plant C o m u n i t i e s ,  u i l l  be a l t e r e d  L". t h e  fLnal  C-ener-l Plan 50: "Land 1 

n o t  p r e s e q t l y  Fn q r i c u l t u r a l  use  a t  t h e  t i n e  o f  tuappicg". 

14. The properr,? X n e  symbol is c o r r e c t l y  shewn. The h e a w  dzshed l i z e  . .. C o r r e c t l y  d e l i n e a t e s  t he  a r e=  o f  proposed a c q u i s i t i o n .  n n i l e  a 40 g e r c e n t  
s c r e e n  a p p i i e d  t o  che U n e s  o u t s i d e  she  S t a t e  Reserve m g h t  hel?  d e p i c t  
ths p r o p e r t y  ownership in fo rma t ion ,  s c r e e n i n g  would not  k p r o v ?  the  
d e L n e a t i c n  or' t h e  a c o k a b l e  u se  i ~ t e n s i t y ,  un ich  is t h e  ?ur?os l  of that 
map. 

r r 
l o .  Ysur c o m e q t  s u b s t a n t i a t e s  the t ~ a f f i c  k!!zar?s Or, C52sc Sigkdz'j 1 

mentioned Fn t h e  Gene-ral ? l a .  

The c u m e n t  r e s e r v a t i c n  systein f c r  grcuys =.a i n d i v i d u s l  c a p s i x s  
c r g z i ~ i z e  v i s i t o r  use .  This c g n p u t e r ~ z e d  syscsm i.3 2 cccv?nisncs :he . - S t a t e  Park System v i a i t o r  by a s s u r i n g  h W ' r , e r  a  c a a g s i s c  upcr, t r l - r x  2: 

t h e  S t a t e  Park S y s t e a  uit. The reser7rat i r ;n  s: rs tem at- Aco ~ U Y V O  S t z t e  
?ark l i r n i t a  v i s i t o r  use  of an e c o l o g i c a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  x o a .  A r e s e r T r z s i m  - 
s y s t a  which o r g a n i z e s  and llmits use rnzy flat be apprc ; r i= te  Tar a ; I c L i  
c l a s s i z i &  a 3  3 S t a t 2  3each,  is not nocssszrg  o r  a c c a c s l c a l l y  f l a s i b i e  :,3r 
t h e  10-15 days per  yea r  of o v s r c r ~ w c i n q  and enhwced t r z f f i c  zszges:;cc. 
There h c o n s i z e r a b l e  p u b l i c  vaLue i n  c z s u z l  =ad spcntzzeous  usa ~i 2ccLic 
beaches which xculd 32 l o s t  u i t h c u t  a  . reserva t i sn  sp t22 .  

1s. 'This D e p ~ r t s e n , :  cooge ra t e s  u i t h  o the r  s e c c i t s  to d iscgurzg?  ctr4 lcg cn 
hi&way s h o u l d e r s .  More ; f fec t i v e  methods f 2r pa rk izq  c s n t r 5 l ,  x i ? k  L?ss 

. . v l s u l  ihcac t t 3 - n  s i g n s ,  w i l l  he designed m d  w i l l  b e  r=;~eser,ioc. -- --. 
19.  The . h o  ikievo ac r sage  inc ludes  all t2e 1 ~ r a s  ~ h c m  ul:h:n t z o  ''~xlscrq 

-. S t a t 2  ?ark b c u ~ d z r y "  symooi cn :l,-r;rs cf tke c t x t .  The z e p l c z ~ c  
Sounda-y is c o r r e c t .  



20. As of May 4 ,  1979, t he  R e a l  2 s t a t e  Serv ices  Division of the Department of' 
F-- General Services  baa dFrscted by t h i s  Department to  prepare a second 

app ra i s a l  Par the  subject prcper tg .  A decis ion a s  to whether or not to  
drop t h b  acqu i s i  ticn p r o j e c t  w i l l  b e  made after the second appra i sa l  is 
comple tz . 

24.  The p r h e  z g r i c u l t u r a l  land is r e t a h e d  fo r  a g r i c u l t m l  use. Control of 
v a ~ d a l i s m  is d'iscussed an pages 187 and 188. The plan proposes to 
inc rease  bus s e r v i c s  and e s t a b l i s h  organized p w k b q  f s c i l i  t i e s ,  r e s u l  t i c g  
in a decrease of automobile parking .  

25. See resporse to comment No. 20. 

26. The Lmlusion of  .bo  Nuevo Creek a s  part of the S t a t e  Reserve for  
educat ional  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  purposes does not =courage t respass  and I s  
no more damaging ta contiguous p r iva t e  owners L? t h i s  loczt ion tbm ia any 
c the r  loca t ion .  

27. A L L  of Drzwing No, 16843, e n t i t l e d  General Plan, dep ic t s  public use a n d  
access f a c i l i t i e s ,  not land managemeat p rac t ices .  The aaageinent of ttie 
lands  within S t a t e  Park System j u r i s d i c t i o n  is discussed in the Zesource g 
Zleaent of t he  plzn. P l s s e  see pages 7 throuqfi 97. S p b o l s  des ignat ing 
laad management, such as a g r i c u l f u r e ,  wetland preserve,  t idepool arez ,  
e t c . ,  u i U  confuse t he  publ ic  use and access  f a c i l i t i e s  por t icn of t he  
repor t .  

29.  The Pescadero C o m i t y  Council 's  opposit ion t c  t h i s  Departzne3t1s u s e  cf  
any a g r i c u l t u r z l  l r n d  Fs noted and wiU. be included as a p ~ r t i c n  or' th is 
General Plan's formal record. m e  t e x t  arcposes conversion or' 
a p p m x ~ t a l y  th ree  a c m s  of p r i ae  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l t ?d  f o r  p z r k h q ,  
o r i en t a t i on  m d  i n t e r p r e t i v e  f a c i l i t i e s .  This proposal is not concrary to 
e i t h e r  c o u ~  z o n b g  or t he  Ccasral Act. Please r e f e r  to response t a  
comment No. 70 a d  paqe 215, parzgraph f l ? e ,  of the tex t .  - 

29.  The pmvi s ion  fo r  .-st~coms f o r  each S t a t e  ?ark Systea un i t  is 
s ~ e c i P i z a l l y  d b c u s s &  under "Proposed Developm=tt'. Access to  teler,nonos 
iz discussed cn p a g e  783 under " U t i l i t i e s " .  If a d  whe-cl specific 
developmmt; is budgeted and proposed- f o r  implemezItation, de ta i l ed  restrocin 
and telephone F a c i X t i e s  w i l l  b e  planned. 

30. Please r e f e r  to rezpcnse to commert Nc. 20. 

31. The boundary 9 c o r r e c t l y  depicted.  
/-- - 

2 . 2 .  A dep le t i ng  @sol ine  supply and r o g u l u  kus ser-rice varn a t i c i ? z t e d  
ca l cu i a t&  :nta t h e  p l m i n q  of parkicg facilities. The prcvlsicns f o r  
7 a r ~ i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  ;;ill be r s eva l . s t ed  i" &?d xcen s p e c i f i c  develccmen: I s  
bucqeted. 



-7 - 
3 2 .  S t a t ?  Park Syztea I n t z r p r e t l v e  Spec i a i i z t z  ccns ider  the in te rpre ta tLon  of 

a g r i c u l  turo more appropr ia te  a t  the S  t e e l c  Ranch ( Ano I\iueyro S ta ts  Bzserve) 
uld  a t  the  Cauqhey A a c h  (Pomponio S t a t a  aeacn) .  The s p e c i a l i s t s  consider  
the sub jec t  area more suitable fo r  b t e r p r e t a t i o n  of a  W s h  ~ez!wet i rnC 
i n b i t a t ,  e spec ia l ly  with raspect  to the  S t a t e  ?ark S y s t a  c i 2 s s i f l c a t i o n  
or' a Eiatunl Preserve. 

_I. :+ . BID; the Poscadero C o m i t y  Council ' s suggestion to  include i n r ' o r ~ t i o n  
about lo& crops will be included 2s a por t ion of t h i s  Gsnerzl ? l a n l s  
c'crmal record and ava i l ab l e  to the S t t t e  ?ark and i iecreation Ccmmission. 

35. The fi?al General Plm, on pzge  183, parag-raph t h r ee ,  w i l l  be azecded t o  
i zc lcde :  ". . . . .and a docent l i a i s o n  with cons iderz t ion  of publ ic  
t=ansportacion 'schedules. * 

36. 'i'ne kmrd " r e so r tn  on page 198, paragraph txo, w i l l  be c k a g e d  i n  the f i n a l  
General ?la to the  word * rec rea t ionn .  

37. b r i g a t i o n  may decr tase  e ras icn  which causes rock f a l l i n g ,  but 
earthquaking is t h e  major cause of mck f a x 3  in t h i s  area .  Ci i i t ivat ion,  
0verg.-zicg and other  huaan a c t i v i t y  a r e  the major cause of s o i t  eroai.cn, 
which causes r i l U g ,  g u l x e s ,  and Wpso i l  dep le t f  on. 

38. The f i ~ a l  G a e r z l  Plan srill be amended on paqe  206, pa r agnph  one, to  
read: "The t a m  o f  Peacade-run. 

39. Xave a c t i m  and subaidenca cons tan t ly  t r ade  the sea c l i f f 3  and Sluffs .  

40. The ~ Y r a l  Gene-ral P l r n  w i l l  b e  amended cn page  210, pzrzgraph s i x ,  $3 

i cc luae  i i ighuay 92, a s  7 - 1 1  23 Highk-ay 1 .  T r a f f i c  on 3ightiay 92 w i l l  b e  
cccsidered a  S ign i f i czn t  bv i r cnmen ta l  2 f f  ec t . 

41 . Access ib i l i ty  of the beach area is the W t i c g  fac-tcr ,--not- avzi1abillt:r 
of beach space. Theo re t i c s l l y ,  over 120,000 people c z ~  3e ~ccommodaczd cn 
the 282 ac r e s  of beaches along taiz San Yateo Ccas ta l  Arp2. The m a a w a y  
system cannot accomodate the  tp - f f i c  generated b y  chs avai lzbl ;  bezch 
space. Please see ,response to  commert 17. 

q2. ? lease  r e f e r  to response to comm~qt )lo. 40. 

43. R e  r'i;lal Gefieral ? l a .  .xill be amerrded on page 2 10 ,  pzragrzgh ?i&h t , t o  
Lnciude *off-strg=m ~ s ~ r o i r 3 " .  

44. P 1 ~ a e  refer to ~ t i g a t i c n  m-aurs XO. 5 on cage 2 i 6  of the ;ex:. 



49. The final General P l v l  w i l l  be amended ta d e l e t e  tke xord "sweet". 
/C 

50. Your sugges t i cn  of providing equivalent  sand to  t h e  l i t t o r a l  d r i f t  f o r  t h e  
purposes of m i t i g a t i n g  dune s t a b i l i z a t i o n  on the ?dindwzrd s ide  w i l l  b e  
f oruarded b t h e  staff of t h i s  Departsent  ' 3  Natural  Eer i  taqe Sect ion.  
This  staff is respans ib le  f o r  the a c t u a l  p lannlag a d  minten tnce  or' 
s p e c i f i c  dune a t a b i l i z a t i c n  p r a c t i c s s .  

51. Aliowing f o r  the cont inuat ion of the c x r r e n t  uses  a d  exiscing i ' a c i l i t i e s  
w i l l  not permi t  a g r i c v l t u d  to e-upand or  c o n t r a c t ,  but to continue a s  
p r e s a t  . 

52. It is the  g m e r a l  pol icy  of this Departmeat t o  not acquire  prize 
a g ~ i c u l t u r a l  l'and without grzlltL:lg a c ~ n s e r v a t i ~  e a s a e n t  iihich a l l o u s  
cont inued a g r i c u l t u r z l  use of the Lacd and p r o h i b i t s  any filrthe? 
r e s i d e n t i a l ,  comnercial, or  i n d u s l i a l  use of t h e  land. Please r e f e r  co 
raspcnse  to  ccmment No. 10. 

54. Resource management d i r r t r i c t ~  were pmbablg  adopted in 1973. Bouever, t n e  
county resource management zoning ordioanco was gassed in 1964. 

RESPONSE TO COMMELJTS FROM TEE CITY OF DALY CIT'Z: 

55. This plan does not propose a c q u i s i t i a z  of m y  l a d  a s  ul addl t ion  to  t h e  
S t a t e  Park System. Land not c u r r e n t l y  ckned by this Departaert and 
depic ted  on' any d m h g  is f o r  lo r ig - rags  p l a n n L q  purpcses oaly ,  a d  does 
not  i n d i c a t e  the p r o b a b i l i t y  or  cclmmitsent by t3.s 3epzrtsezlt to purchase 
m y  land. S i n e  t h i s  Departnent dces nct own t h e  sub jec t  property,  
resource  Fnventor ies ,  rezource amagesen t  pians & ~ d  b ~ a c t  w l y s e s  wero 
co t  done. Decisions on poss ib le  similar i n p a c t s  a r a  not pmposed f o r  Lznd 
not c u r r a a t l y  owned by the  Ca l i fo rn ia  Departnezt of ?rrks a d  Recreation. 
H i t i g a t i o n  m a s u n s  a m  a l s o  not iccluded. Please  r e f s r  to page 2 7 2 ,  
paragraph four ,  and page 216, No. 14, of the  t e x t .  

56. Tniz Deparment will Uelqr coordinate  with t h e  C i t y  of Daly City 
concerning t h e i r  nego t ia t ions  with Vestlake Shocphg  Centzr, to provide 
beacii u s e r  parlking , should s p e c i f i c  development Se proposed. This 
Depzwtmeqt c ~ m p l e t e l y  supports  Daly C l t y l s  e f f o r t s  to ~ r ~ o u ~ g c l  bus use. 

The r o l e r m c e  t o  CALTRLVS r i g h t  or' kay on page 139, p a n g ~ p h  e i ~ h t ,  dces 
not  inc lude nor hopefully i q l g  2 a g e c i f i c  bike t ~ a i l  fc l lou icg  the 
abandon& ri&t of hay south of Thorzton S t a t e  Beach. As Ll gor t ions  or' 
S a t a  Barbara County, bL<e, n ik ing,  a d  e q u e z t r i a  trails follow t k e  
highhay a E g m e n t  with r e c r e z t i c n a l  t,rails spurs  :hrou&i qaits of t k e  
s L , &  ~ a ~ e  Pask System. No s p e c i f i c  c ~ a i L 8  f a c i l i t i a z  P!ve Seen gi t r .ed .  If 
and u h z  s p e i f i c  t rai l  aligxuen'a are pmposed,  tke resource aaageLnexC 
p o h c y  s t a t e d  on pages 37 38 will be adhered to dcrizg the 
plznninqf d n f  t i z q  prazes. 



F 
Sa . Th5 f i n a l  Gecefil Plan w i l l  be mended on page i 60 t o  read: I' . . . . . cr?e 

parce i  on the upper t e r r ace  nc r t h  of the  = t rance  n e d  is pr ivz te ly  omed 
acd one p w c e l  south of the  ac t ru l ce  road t o  Muusel 3ock is aa3bandcned 
higikay cor r idor  c u r e n t l y  cknea by CALTBAVS" . 

59. Tke i n t e n t  of t h i s  po r t i cn  of the  C-enenl  ?lm is to encaurr-ge Fa17 C i ~ y  
t c  continue its deveiopment plans u i t k i n  the  3ub . jS~t  a rea .  Th2 hypothesis 
of  t h i s  gmposai  ia to possibly  provide a pedestriul-cnl;r linkage Detxeen 
the S t a t e  Seach a d  the proposed City-omed park ac E!s se i  acck. 

63. Separate  pedest r ian  and b icyc lz  access  trails f-mm Skyline aoulsv=i t c  
the p-king l o t  m the lower t e r r a c e  iz appropr ia te  a d  b d l i  be k c i u d e d  
i n  the s a e c i f i c  u n i t  development plana,  if and uher, specific development 
Fs  budgeted or propcaed f o r  hg l emea t a t i cn .  

2 E P O N S Z  TO C G W N T S  FiiOM TEE C A L I F O R N I A  DcMTENT OF TSAMSPCBYATION: 

61. The enphaais of beach accesa a r e a s  wi thin  the northern 29 e l s s  my he12 
to conta in  t h e  congestion in t he  area in which i t  o r i g i m t ~ z  a d  cur ro3 t ly  
e x i s t s .  R e o r w i z i n g  a d  Limiting f a c i l i t i e s  within this =oa a d  
emphs iz ing  =d planning f o r  public t rasi t  w i th i1  t h i s  are2 z y  a l l ; v i a t e  
some of the e e s t i n q  congestion.  The m r d  "reCis t r ibucingn zay be a 
m i z l  eading tern. 

m. r n i s  docurnett adequately d i scusses  the gezera l  h p a c t s  2nd g ~ t e r z l  
n i t i g a t i o n  me3sures f o r  t h e  pcss ib le  t r a f f i c  Increzse .  P l ~ s e  r e l t r  t o  
page 210, garzgraph seven, and page 191, pzrzgrapns 2 r s e  2-nd four ,  of t ze  
text .  

62. The f i n a l  Geceral ?la,? w i l l  be mended on page 136 t o  s t a t e  :>at 
ispmvements cn Hie-uay 1 nay become pa r t  of t h e  Scat2  Trv l spcr ta t l cn  
hpmveaea t  Proqram. 

63. Tte fi~sl C2neral Plan w i l l  be a e t d e d  on page 138, puzgrsgh  one, ts 
i ~ c c r p o r a t e  t h i s  bfcmtzatiod. 

6*. Tne f i n a l  General Plzn w i l l  be a l t e r e d  cn page 1 3 d ,  pzrzgm?n cxc, -a 
i cc lude  the  decis ion by C A L T Z U S  to rescind t h i s  mu te .  

65. Bicycle trails w i l l  ctcourage people to use bicycles .  Izsreased 3 i k e  
a e r e ~ s e z  c x  Cze and, ccnsequently , decreases ccngestion.  

66. A s  s t z t e d  repeatedly i n  the r epo r t ,  this C s z e r ~ l  P k . 1  i~ a Locg-rznge 
pc l icg  plan; L.e., a guide to the s p e c i f i c  c e v e l o c a ~ z t  of un i t2  of th2 
S t a t e  Pavk Systen during the next 20 years.  if a d  WnEn s;?cl:lz 
Oevelopmer,t b b t i a e t d  o r  proposed Tor b ? l e n e n t a t i c n ,  then spec i f l z  

. . 
P-  

- .  
9 rov i s i cn s  u i l i  b e  planned. Zxampl?: a c t i ~ a l  ~ 3 0 r < i n a i i c n  .;:z.? t k  ~ 1 7 . ~  - .' 
cf Daly Cify coccern-g negot ia t ions  w i t h  ' .ieztlzke Shcp?igq Ceccer for 
bezch user ~ a r k l n g  a d  sncc t l e  sar-r lce La T:?orr?tcn St2:c Zezc.". ~7 te 
i z l t L s c i c n .  ? e~o rnecda r ioc s  f o r  s p e c ~ 2 i  3 r ic rL ty  f sr sus tr&isccr:z;:zc 



h a t rue  mi t i ga t i cn  meazurz v i t h  respec t  to the  degree or' s pec i f i c i t y  or' 
t h i s  General Plan and vhlc:? d i r e c t s  t h i s  Depart=lentls  s p e c i f i c  f t c i l l t i e s  
p la rn ing  throughout t h e  cex t  2C years .  

67. The data prssented in the T r a f f i c  Sllmmary has obtzined f rcm CALTRANS i-.1 
Sacramento; 1977 Tra f f i c  Volumes on Ca l i fo rn ia  S tat2 Si@way sn ( please 
note  f cotno t e  1 ) . The purpose or' the  summary is t a  cccluect  the roadway 
a c z $ s s i S i l i t y  acd use fmm the  na jo r ,  p m x a a t e  met ropo i l tu l  areas.  

68. T h i s  plan does not  propose acqu i s i t i on  of any land a s  ;r, zddit ion to the 
S t a t e  Park System. Land not cu r r en t l y  owed  by t h i s  Departzent and 
depic ted i n  m y  drzwing b f o r  lcng-range planning pur?oses cnly 2nd does 
not i n d i c a t e  t h e  pmbabi lL ty  of o r  cofnmitsenc by t h i s  3eptrtment co 
purchase sny lknd. Since t h i s  Department does nc t  ckn the subject  
p roper ty ,  r e s o u r c ~  Fnventor ies ,  resource  marzagerneat p l a s ,  a:! k p z c  t 
ana lyses  were not done. 

69. Last  year  k+&en this report bas b e i n g  d r a f t ed ,  the  Ca i i fo rn ia  Eeparzaeat of . 
Parks and Recreation i d e n t i f i e d  t he  sub j ec t  propert-j a s  an zrea of 
i n t e r e s t ,  a pc s s iS l e  proposed acqu i s i t i on  p ro j ec t  . To da te ,  no decis ion d 

has been made by this Departzient to i n i t i a t e  nego t ia t ions  f o r  pu rc :~ze .  
The final General Plan will Se amended cn paqe 213, paragraph one, t o  
read,  "but m y  conf'lict with.....". 

70. Page 216, paragraph one, does not s t a t e  that e-uistinq Vo-hiclz CcCe 
p r o h i b i t s  the  issuance of c i t a t i o n s  f o r  i l l e g a l l y  parked vehicles in  S t a t e  
Highway r i g h t  of  m y  or  that rv lge r s  do not  cu r r en t l y  c i t e  iL15gzlly d 

f 
parked veh ic les .  

If and when s p e c i f i c  deve lopmat  is proposed f o r  impleaentzt ion,  then 
p m v i s i o n s  f o r  increased ope ra t i cnz l  staff are a l s o  plzced 'nta the 
Sudget . iln iccreased opera t i c n s  3taf f , rangers  ' e n ~ h a s i z i c g  t h e i r  
a u t h o r i t y  to t i c k e t  i l l e g a l l y  pwked veh i c l e sn ,  and the pr$se.",co of weii 
designed,  marked, and legal,  parking a r ea s  h i l l  s e s e r a  t 2  i ~ c r e a s e d  
mi'orcenent azci make enf o r c a e n t  a o e  e f f ec t i ve .  

'7 1.  This Department does ao t  ccnsider  , a d  never '&s considered,  CALTRiGIS ".. c c d t t e d  tx r'LnulcLqq improvements co t& a s  mi t iga t ion  E I ~ ~ Z U ~ ~ S .  L C ~ S  

Department app rec i a t e s  CUTBANS'  o f r s r  to "cooperzte w i t h  the De?arsser?t 
of Parks m C  Recreaticn on mat ters  or' mutual concern1'. 

72. The C a l i f c r n i a  Departsent of Transpcr ta t i cn  rou t i ne ly  recs ives  copies of 
t h i s  Departaent'a a v i r c n m e n t a l  i n p a c t  ileports through the State 
Clearisghouse process. This General Plm, inc luding f i m l  3 3 ,  will be co 
d i f f e r e n t .  CALTZANS will be infamed of " m y  otk- subsequent a c t i sn s  or  
documents before a Notice or' I)eSerz!i-naticn is f i i ladn.  S a  Frzqciscc 
address  Pis bee.1 noted ard included ia t h i s  p r o j e c t ' s  nail is ,-  Llsc "ill. 



SEZPONSE TO COkXENTS rTCM TEE C;rLEGRNIA AD RESOURCES BOARD: 

73. A s  scated i n  response to  comment No. 66, t h i s  General 9lan i3 a long-range 
policy plan xh ich guides t k e  pcss ib ie ,  ~ p e ~ i i ' i c  develocment of u n i t s  a? 
the S t a t e  P a r k  System d u ~ i n g  the next 20-year period.  If t h i s  ? ian  13 
approved, t k i s  Deparcaent - d i l l  f o n a l l y  adoptzd cke poiicy of c r ien t iag  
the v i s i t o r  away from raotqr vehiciea and toward aass trulsit,. Should 
3pec i f i c  deveiooment b e  proposed, ther  t h i s  po l i cy  w i l l  gcFde aLi 
cevelopmestal planning. During tke planninq s t age s  of any s?ecii ' ic 
development, tke n e t m p o i i t a  t r anspor ta t ion  c o a m u ~ l ~ y ,  t h e  E a n  :.!aza~ 
Coucty Transportat ion D i s t r i c t ,  the Westlake Sbopping C a t e r ,  $LC., vill 
Likely be c o n t z c t d  to a sce r t a i n  the  f e a s i b i l i t y  andl  or extenc of t he  
t r anspor ta t ion  service  plans fo r  this area. aackg ro~nd  inforruaticn on che 
e x i s t i n g  t rmspor tac ion  sy s t ea  m y  be Fnciuaed acd desc r i? t ions  of 
s p e c i f i c  a l t s r d a t i v e s  which pmvide access by non -au to~ec i l e  acdes l~ill be 
included h the text of a y  s p e c i f i c  development proposal.  

Since t h i s  coa s t a l  area is almost e x c l u z i v e l ~  affzcted by vehicular  
exhaust emissions, any i n c r s i s e  of traff2.2 w i l l  f ~ r t h e r  degrade e x i s t i ~ g  
a i r  q u a l i t y  and fu r t he r  congest t r a f f i c  flcw. Please  r e f  .rr 5s pagp 27 a ,  
paragraph seven, and page 212, pa,-ag,-aph nine ,  cf th? c2xt. 

Mitigat ion aeaswea to m i n h i z ~  i auac t  of tke prcposed p ro jec t  a i d  
groh%b-inducL~g z.d cumulative h p a c  ts of the  p m p ~ s e d  g r o j ~ c t  are 
a d e q e t e l y  discussed in the General ?'a, relacive to  t k e  aeqree of 
s p e c i f i c i t y  of the  p i = .  

74. A 3  i d e l l t i E d  cf the  Gene=!, ?la, the  San Francisco ga-zer  s r - ! e  i.,zs Seen 
sighted L? t ke  coas t z i  ma r sh l ad  of Cascade C~esk z?d hbi:ehouse C?eek m d  
has every pmoab i l i t y  or' o c c t ~ r r i ~ q  72.  the  ispoundmen@ or' i ~ w e r  Gr5en Ozks 
Creek. 

75. The G a e r a l  ? l a  containz a resource elsment vhich is based upcn a 
rosource i i - res tory  . T'nis resourctt inventory lists the  f l o r i s t i c  a d  
f a u n l a t i c  spec i t s  for  babicac z e a s  x l t ? i n  s c k  u n i t  cf the Stzze Pzrx 
Systsm. TSeae resource Lr~ventories aen t ian  bccb s i l v e r  s a h c n  and 
s tce lhead t r ou t  s p s i e s  u i t h  reference to the P?scrdero/Sutano st?%= 
sys ten ,  San Greqorio Creek, ? i l a r c i  tos Creek, a d  ?resc?~~ens  C ~ e e k .  
? l e a se  ref- ts gage 1 9 i ,  paraqmph seven, of :he te:ct. 

The s t a f f  of t h i s  Departsent 1s aua.= CSAC mouths cf 3c74ax3 l r ~  zLrsery 
areas f o r  fish, -a anadrcmous sal3onids a t z r  the s t r ~ a a s  :c YFawr? ;;;en 
tke s t ? = -  a,- ope? to tke c c e t ~ .  Slcc2 i c  13 coc a i'ucc',lx cf t z ~ s  
C ~ p a r t a e n t  to 5reac.h. sana Sa-s ,  t n l s  3e;t?tze?: cces c o t  t . 2 7 ~  :5e scar'f 3r 
equipment to ~ g u l a r l y  breac? s tcc  bzrz t3 z i l o v  i'cr passz,-2 a f  f l s n .  
Consequently, breachins tke sana 3 a r s  Ls cot  a p o l i c y  or the rsscurce 
ma;.~genent elenofit. 

Thi3  a e p ~ t = e c :  sucocrcs the CaliTcr~i~ Dega~cn2nt cC 'is3 =PC Szzerz  
m.. efEcr t3  and ;oll:i?s conce-=lr,g ;te b?%~chlslg cr' Zkese sand 5 a r a .  ~2:s 

Dtgzr t3etc  ?zs c r%v lous ly  assist tc the C a l l f x c i a  3 e p z r t z e n ~  c ;  ?:sr 2r.s 
Gaze i n  2 f f s~ t s  of c ~ ~ c ~ c a l  c z n c t r c .  



76. The C a l i P o n i a  b r x k i 3 t :  water ma21 a s  not icc iuded with t h e  Sac 
i r anc izco  gartsr snakz or black nil a3 aninalz  needing spec i a l  p r ? k c t i o n  
a t  Pescadero Xarsh because the  snail .  was not  k.rlcvn to exist thero 3r; t h e  
Lime t h i s  repor t  ws w i t t e a .  The f i n a i  Gezeral ?lu. w i l l  be a i t e rod  on 
page 39 ,  parag-qph 8 ,  ix inc lude the Caili'om-ia brzckish water snail. 

7 7 .  This Depar tsmt apprec ia tes  rece iv ing  the  inforrrat ion t?at the  "Calii'gmlr 
Fish and Wi ld l i fe  Plann b being u p c a t e l .  Ye request a copy when che 
documerzt is completed. 

78. The b r e e d k g  u e a  of the yel lowthroat  ic the wetlands area of' Franklia 
Point  is j u s t  north of S t a t e  Park Systeln p&mper*, and no t r a i l s  
al ignmeats have been proposed f o r  t a i s  area. 

The yel lowthroat  is l i s t e d  in the  Ano Nuevo State Ffeservs Resource 
Inventory.  The alignment of any trail3 *Atkin  t h i s  State Reserve viLl t e  
done so a3 to have no Lmpact or the least poaaible h g a c t  upon any spec ies .  

79. This Department apprec ia tes  tbe CCaLifornia Departaent of F i s h  and Game's 
o f f e r  to meet and discuss i s sue s  crf n u t 4  concern. 



ADDENDA: San b t e o  Coast Area General Plan 
r- 

Page v i :  r ep lace  'lSummary Chart" with a t t ached  c h a r t .  

Page 3: add l a s t  paragraph--"The S t a t e  Park and Recreat ion Commission s h a l l  
review and, where p o s s i b l e ,  e l imina te  s p e c i f i c  c o n f l i c t s  between 
t h i s  General Plan and l o c a l  c o a s t a l  p lans ,  when the  l a t t e r  a r e  
f i n a l l y  adopted. " 

Page 37: add, a f t e r  e igh th  policy-"Improve access  out  t o  the  beach, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  s t eep  b lu f f  areas."  

Page 38: add, a f t e r  f o u r t h  policy--"Not remove eucalyptus  t r e e s  of h i s t o r i c ,  
scen ic ,  e s t h e t i c ,  o r  b io log ica l  importance, wi th  the  understanding 
t h a t  eucalyptus t r e e s  s h a l l  be managed t o  achieve the  purposes of 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  units of t h e  S t a t e  Park Syatea.ll 

Page 46: under Pescadero S t a t e  Beach, add t o  f i r s t  paragraph--"The Direc tor  
w i l l  determine and au thor ize  t h e  b e s t  way t o  manage t h e  marsh so  a s  
t o  enhance and preserve  the  p lan t  and animal popula t ions  and, a t  
t h e  same time,  to a l low f o r  compatible v i s i t o r  use t h a t  w i l l  not be  
de t r imen ta l  t o  the  marsh e c o s y s t a . "  

Page 136: r ep lace  c h a r t  with a t tached char t .  

Page 139: add a f t e r  f i f t h  paragraph-"Recommendation: It is recommended t h a t  
t h e  D e p a r a e n t  recognize its r o l e  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  providing 
l i m i t e d  access  and parking f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  s e l f  -contained 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  v e h i c l e s  of a l l  sizes." 

Page 140: add t o  first paragraph-"Do not  phase out  parking l o t s  on the  west 
s i d e  of the-highway until. t h e  e a s t  side l o t s  prove f e a s i b l e  and 
s a f e  . 

Page 160 : r ep lace  page with a t tached page. 

- Page 161: r ep lace  with a-ched General Plan f o r  T'nornton S t a t e  Beach. 

Page 170: under San Gregorio Beach Area West of Highway 1 ,  add secand 
sentence  t o  1) Parkiq--"An adequate and a t t r a c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  
macadam shall be  found f o r  use on roads and parking a r e a s ,  i f  
E3Smcially poss ib le ."  

Page 177: e l imina te  nCONTACT STATIONn from Green Oaks Creek parking area. 
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- These large t raff ic  volumes have contributed to much frustration for  both local residents 
and visitors to the area. For the past three years, accident ra tes  on S ta te  Highway 1 
north of Half Moon 8ay  and S ta te  Highways 84 and 92 west of Interstate 280 have 
exceeded expected ra tes  (as es t imated by CALTRANS), for  similar roads elsewhere in 
the state.  

Park and Recreation Information System (PARIS) data  developed by the S t a t e  
Department  of Parks and Recreation indicates recreation deficiencies in camping and 
picnicking facilities on the San Mateo coast. The PARIS figures a re  intended to provide 
only a relative indication of recreation needs, and are  not to be used as  absolute numbers 
of facil i t ies needed in San Mateo County. 

The visitor attendance chart, figure 31, shows the popularity of the San Mat20 coast .  

Recreation Facilities N e e d ~ d  
to Meet the Demands of Planning District  4* 

Boat 
Camping Picnic Access Miles 

Units - Units - Sites of Trail 

Total Facilities Needed: 

Year 1970 1,217 1,760 1,808 321 
Year 1970 1,598 2,309 2,370 421 
Year 1990 2,094 3,022 3,105 552 

Existing Facilities: 

Year 1970 207 1,647 1,953 267 
Year 1980 207 1,647 1,953 267 
Year 1990 207 1,647 * 1,953 26 7 

Additional Facilities Needed: 

Year 1970 1,010 113 -145 54 
Year 1980 1,391 662 417 154 
Year 1990 1,887 1,375 1,152 285 

*Planning District  4 includes Sonoma, Napa, Solano, Marin, Contra_ Costa, San Francisco, 
Alameda, Santa Clara, and San Mateo counties. 

Recreation nezds, and visitor attendance are  reasons for  the t ra f f ic  congestion problems. 

The following information is supplied from the CALTRANS District  IV office in San 
Francisco, summarizing planned highway improvements in the next five year plan. It 
should be noted all planned improvements are reviewed by the bietropolitan 

--. Transportation Commission, and priorities are based on needs of the  entire Bay Area. 

Hiahwavl:  Improvements on Highway 1 include minor safety and operation minor 
improvements from Sharp Road to San Pedro Road, including widening existing 4-lane 
undivided roadway to a &-lane divided highway within the next five years. 



THORNTON STATE BEACH 

Existinq Land Use Proposed Land Use 

Sandy beach - 8 ha (20 a.); (3,200 1. ft.) Same 
sunbathing, beach play 

Bluffs; s teep  slopes - 72 ha (180 a.) Same 
hiking, scenic open space 

Thornton Valley - 2 ha ( 5  a.) picnicking, Addition of group camping in 
parking, hiking, open space existing picnic area 

Upper coastal  terrace - 8 ha (20 a*) 12 a. - same; 8 a. - day use only 
open space 

Chief Recreation Needs 

Hike-in and group camping facilities; additional parking 

Proposed Additions 
Two parcels ( -ha ;a - )  on upper coastal  t e r race  and abandoned highway corridor 
between park e n t r a n e  road and Mussel Rock (both areas  a re  currently owned by 
CALTRANS) 

Prooosed Develooment 

Thornton Valley 
1) Parkinq: renovate existing 150-car parking lot to include bus loading zone. 
2) Campin permit up to 20 persons to camp in existing picnic area (by reservation 

,d 

3) ~dmin i s t r a t i on :  add small shop for park maintenance a t  existing restroom, north 
end of parking lot. 

4) Interpretive facility: convert  existing park office to interpretive facility. 
Upper Coastal  Terrace 

1) Administration: construct new park office and entrance station on northern 
parcel. 

2) Recreation development: day use only. 
Bluff Area South of Thornton S t a t e  Beach 
5 - 
Off-Site -. 

1) Sianinq: install signing to direc t t raff ic  to the SB from Highway 280, Highway 1, 
Skyline Boulevard #35, and Daly City Boulevard. 
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SUMMARY 

The San Mateo Coast  s t re tches  from San Francisco to  Santa Cruz County, and includes 
some of California's most scenic and valuable resources. Although relatively remote  and 
isolated, the nine S t a t e  Park System units along the coast  are within reach of millions of 
urban residences. 

This General Plan encompasses the D e ~ ~ t m e n t  of Parks and Recreation's proposals for 
resource protection, management, and development a t  the  units. 

The nine S ta te  Park System units a r e  deal t  with in seven land areas: 

Thornton S ta te  Beach 
Gray Whale Cove and Montara S ta te  Beaches 
Half Moon Bay S ta te  Beach 
San Gregorio and Pomponio S t a t e  Beaches 
Pescadero S t a t e  Beach (including a natural  preserve) 
Bean Hollow Sta te  Beach 
Ano Nuevo S t a t e  Reserve 

The plan emphasizes quality recreation experiences, coupled with preservation of the San 
Mateo Coast's fragile environment. 

The department's planning e f for t  is based on public participation. Existing conditions 
were studies, and the  planners communicated with many interested groups and 
individuals. This approach allowed identification of the problems and recreation issues, 
and provided valuable locally-oriented information. The public involvement process 
included public workshops, newsletters, and individual/group meetings. The resulting 
information allowed development of recreation alternatives for t he  S ta te  Park System 
units and is the essence of this General Plan. 

The summary chart ,  char t  A, provides a broad overview of the San Mateo Coast's natural  
environment, geologic characteristics, recreation facilities, and development proposals. 

Traff ic  congestion is a major problem along the  coast, and the  plan proposes t ha t  visitor 
access be oriented away from motor vehicles, and toward mass transit and bicycleitrail 
use. 

Development of the state-owned units is severely limited by lack of potable water  and 
inadequate sewage disposal facilities. The plan proposes development designed with 
these  constraints in mind. 

Numerous archeological s i tes  are found in the nine units. The plan calls for protection of 
these  cultural resources, a s  well a s  t he  historic resources present. 

Natural resources along the  coast  include several rare  or endangered plant and animal 
species. The plan prohibits development and visitor use t ha t  may damage these species. 

In an overall sense, the plan calls for a realist ic balance between resource preservation 
and visitor access and use. 





PURPOSE OF PLAN • Looking at long-range improvement of the San Mateo Coast Area units is like eating a 
big apple. You have to deal with it one bite at  a time--you cannot put the whole apple in  
your mouth at once. 

This General Plan is the first bite into improvement of public facilities at the San Mateo 
* 

Coast beaches; it provides general direction. The specific improvement designs wi l l  be 
refined in the future, when they are funded for construction. At  that time, further 
details wil l  be analyzed, and more specific decisions wi l l  be made about specific 

'5 environmental aspects. 

The Resource Element summarizes the natural and cultural resources of each unit, and 
sets management policies for their protection. Detailed resource information is found in 
the Inventory of Features for each unit, on f i le with the Resource Preservation and 
Interpretation Division of the Department of Parks and Recreation in  Sacramento. 

The Land Use and Facilities Element describes current issues and problems concerning 
public facilities, and prescribes proposed improvements. 

The Draft  Environmental] Impact Element is the environmental impact report for this 
plan. Each individual development wi l l  have a specific EIR prepared when construction 
funding is proposed. 

This plan for public use of portions of California's coastline assumes that people desire to 
coexist with nature. People do not have to be fenced out, and the flora and fauna do not 

a have to be sacrific.ed. -- 

To ensure the best possible compromise between protection and use of the resources, it is 
assumed that a thomucih study of the sensitive natural environments wil l  be made before 
any public use of these-areas is allowed. 

Since the plan is intended to give general direction, the specific locations of proposed 
facilities are assumed to have a flexibility of +lo0 yards from where they are shown in 
the plan. The intensity of use is also assumed tobe flexible. 

The plan assumes that the behavior of people using State Park System facilities can be 
controlled by visitor education and enforcement of state regulations. The number of 
people using the San Mateo Coast beaches is controlled, to some degree, by highway 
access and parking constraints. 

Another assumption of -the plan is that State Park System managers observe 
environmental changes and public behavior. These observations are documented by 
photographs, maps, and written reports. This monitoring activity serves to guide future 
improvements and interpretive/education programs. 

Acquisition, development, and management proposals in this plan that are located outside 
existing state-owned property are tentative, hypothetical, optional, and not essential to 
development, management, and operation of state-owned property. 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The San Mateo Coast state-owned units are located in seven areas, along a 50-mile 
stretch of State Highway I on the California coast. The units stretch from San Francisco 
on the north, to Santa Cruz County on the south. 

The coastal area provides dramatic and panoramic views of the Pacific Ocean and the - 
rugged coastal landscape~~bordering it. The area is unique for its natural and wildness 
areas close to a major metropolitan area. 

The state-owned coastal units are: C 

Thornton State Beach Pomponio State Beach 
Gray Whale Cove State Beach Pescadero State Beach 
Montara State Beach Bean Hollow State Beach 
Half Moon Bay State Beach Ano Nuevo State Reserve 
San Gregorio State Beach 

There are five major problems affecting the San Mateo Coast units: (1) traff ic 
cmgestion; (2) water availability and sewage disposal; (3) loss of open space; (4) lack of 
control of use; and (5)  maintenance and cleanup. 

Primary access to the units is from Highway 1; Highway 92 also brings much Bay Area 
traf f ic  into the area. 

The resources of the San Mateo state-owned coastal units are numerous, varied, and 
significant. They include the scenic cliffs, the sandy beaches, and the rodky shorkline, 
with an abundance of marine life. a - 
The area has a moderate climate, with some fog present during most of the year. Sunny 
days abound, bringing many visitors to the beaches. Annual rainfall is from 15 to 50 
inches, depending on elevation. 

Two major earthquake faults are located in the area: the San Andreas Fault and the San 
Gregorio Fault. 

Planned development of the state beaches has been minimal to date, with the only real 
efforts at Thornton and Half Moon Bay state beaches. Much unplanned alteration has 
taken place, detracting significantly from the resources. 

The San Francisco garter snake, a rare and endangered species, is located in the area, 
and Ano Nuevo State Reserve features a significant living area for the harbor seal, the 
California sea lion, the Steller sea lion, and the elephant seal. 

Plant l i fe includes a dynamic progression from seaweed forests to pine forests, with 
many species present. No rare or endangered plant species are known to exist on 
state-owned lands, although records indicate one may be present at Ano Nuevo State 
Reserve. Others may be present on proposed acquisitions. 

Recreation activities at the San Mateo Coast state-owned units are numerous and varied, 
ranging from sunbathing, photography, and painting to picnicking, fishing, and surfing. 
This wide range of recreation attracts millions of people every year. a 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The San Mateo Coast  lies'in the terri tory of the Costanoan Indians. The Costanoans were 
linguistically and culturally related to t h e  Coas t  Miwak. The Costanoans were  a hunting, 
gathering, and fishing people. In 1769, a t  the t ime  of the Spanish contact ,  the  Costanoan 
population was es t imated at 7,000 t o  10,000 persons. Changes in lifestyle, European 
diseases, starvation, and lower birthrates caused a dramat ic  decrease in the  population. - Today, few individuals can claim Costanoan ancestry. 

The San Mateo Coast  is an area  Captain Gaspar de Portola traversed in 1769. Permanent 
e Spanish set t lement  occurred a few years later,  when t he  missions were established. 

Livestock grazing and farming became a way of l ife in the  San Mateo area. Eventually, 
eight Mexican ranchos were granted along t he  San Mateo Coast, and t rade routes were 
established. 

Beans, strawberries, potatoes, brussels sprouts, barley, oats, and dairy products were 
traded to t h e  rapidly developing c i ty  of San Francisco during t h e  American period. 
Shipping by sea and rail increased the profitability of this trade. 



RESOURCE 
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RESOURCE ELEMENT 

The Resource Element defines the prime resources in the  nine park system units under 
consideration. It establishes guidelines for public use of t he  resources, and se t s  resource 
management policies for their  perpetuation. 

Some sections in thig,element are divided into two parts: the  general  subsections deal 
with i tems common tq&e entire project; the  specific subsections deal with i tems related 
t o  the  individual ~taEis-"~g+rk System units. .'! 

;j Detailed resour& information is found in the  Inventory of Features  for each unit, on file 
with t he  department. 

STATUTORY PURPOSE OF UNIT IN RELATION TO CLASSIFICATION 

General 

Section 5019.56 of the Public Resources Code lists a s t a t e  beach a s  a type of s t a t e  
recreation unit. The definition of a state recreation unit and s t a t e  beach are  given in t he  
code as follows: 

S t a t e  recreation units consist of areas  selected, developed, and operated to  
pmvide outdoor recreational opportunities. 

In the  planning of improvements to  be undertaken within s t a t e  recreation 
units, consideration shall be  given to  compatibility of design with the  
surrounding scenic and environmental characteristics. 

S ta te  beaches consist of areas with frontage on the  ocean or bays designed t o  
provide swimming, boating, fishing, and other  beach-oriented recreational 
activities. Coastal  areas  containing ecological, geological, scenic, or cultural 
resources of significant vslue shall be preserved within s t a t e  wildernesses, 
s t a t e  reserves, s t a te  parks, or natural  or cultural preserves. 

Section 5019.65 of the Public Resources Code defines a state reserve a s  follows: 

S t a t e  reserves consist of areas embracing outstanding natural or scenic 
character is t ics  of statewide significance. The purpose of a s t a t e  reserve is to  
preserve i ts  native ecological associations, unique faunal or floral 
characterist ics,  geological features,  and scenic qualities in a condition of - undisturbed integrity. Resource manipulation shall be restricted to t he  
minimum required ta negate t he  deleterious influence of man. 

" . Improvements undertaken shall be for the  purpose of making t he  areas  
available, on a day-use basis, for pubIic enjoyment and education in a manner 
consistent with t he  preservation of their  natural  features. Living and nonliving 
resources contained within s t a t e  reserves shall not be disturbed or removed for  
other than scientif ic or management purposes. 

S t a t e  reserves mav be established in the terrestrial  or underwater 
environments of the  state. 

0 



Section 5019.71 of the  Public Resources Code defines a natural  preserve a s  follows: 

Natural preserves consist of distinct areas  of outstanding natural  or scientific 
significance established within the boundaries of other state park system 
units. The purpose of natural  preserves shall be t o  preserve such features  a s  
rare  or endangered plant and animal species and their  supporting ecosystems, 
representative examples of plant or animal communities existing in California 
prior to t he  impact of civilization, geological features  illustrative of 
geological processes, significant fossil occurrences or geological features  of 
cultural or economic interest, or topographic features  illustrative of 
representative or unique biogeographical patterns. Areas s e t  aside a s  natural  
preserves shall be of sufficient size to  allow, where possible, the  natural  
dynamics of ecological interaction to  continue without interference, and t o  
provide, in all cases, a practicable management unit. Habitat  manipulation 
shall be permitted only in those areas  found by scientif ic analysis Lo require 
manipulation to preserve t he  species or associations which consti tute t he  basis 
for the establishment of the natural  preserve. 

Specifics 

Original Original Acqui- 
Acquisition sition From 

Thornton SB 1955 San Mateo County 

Gray Whale Cove S B ~  1966 Private owner 
Montara SB 1957 San Mateo County 

Half Moon Bay 5 ~ 2 -  1955 San Mateo County 

San Gregorio S B ~  1958 San Mateo County 

Pomponio SB 1960 Pr ivate  owners 
Pescadero 584  1958 San Mateo County 

Bean Hollow SB 1958 San Mateo County 
Ano Nuevo S R ~  1958 U.S. Government & 

private owners 

Original 
Classification 

Thornton Beach 
S ta te  Park 

Montara Beach 
S ta te  Park 

Half Moon Bay 
Beach S ta te  Park 

San Gregorio 
Beach S ta te  Park 

Pescadero Beach 
S t a t e  Park 

Present  Classi- 
f icationiDate 

S ta te  Beach11962 

S ta te  Beach11969 
S ta te  Beach11962 

S ta te  Beach11962 

S ta te  Beach11962 

S ta te  Beach11969 
S t a t e  Beachi1962 

S ta te  Beachi1969- 
S ta te  Reserve11962 

10n ly  116 meters  ocean frontage. When acquired, i t  was separated from Montara. New 
acquisitions make it one continuous beach with Montara. 
2 ~ a n y  additional private acquisitions. 
j s an  Gregorio and Pomponio beaches are  now continuous. Uplands are  separated by 
private property. 
4 ~ e s c a d e r o  Natural Preserve established in 1974. 
5 ~ e c e n t  additions have greatly enlarged reserve. 



RESOURCE SUMMARY AND EVALUATION 

0 Natural  Values 
, , . 

Geology: 

= The geologic history of the coast  involves a series of geologic movements and 
considerable erosion. The result is a complex system of mountains, canyons, and coastal  
terraces, with varying degrees of marine sedimentation, depending on a given area's 

3 position in relation to the  s ea  during different geologic t ime periods. 

During and since the  middle Pliocene epoch, there  has been major uplifting, faulting, and 
folding, due to compressive forces. This was when t he  Santa Cruz Mountains were 
formed. 

The San Mateo Coast  is considered seismically active. It lies within the San Andreas 
Faul t  Zone and t h e  Seal Cove-San Gregorio-Palo Colorado Fault  Zone, which runs along 
the coast  from Stinson Beach to the  south end of Monterey Bay, a distance of about 
160  km (100 mi.). The San Gregorio Faul t  parallels t h e  San Andreas Fault, which lies 
about 9 km (6 mi.) to  the east; i t  may join the San Andreas Faul t  north of Bolinas. 

The California Division of Mines and Geology considers the  San Gregorio Fault to  be  
active. Recent work indicates t ha t  some faulting has occurred within the  las t  11,000 
years (Weber and Lajoie, 1974), although this is not certain. 

The San Andreas Faul t  and its secondary faulting, including the  Seal Cove-San 
Gregorio-Palo Colorado Fault ,  have had profound e f fec t s  on the  geology of the  area. The 
effects  are  manifested in folds and faults, some still active. The San Mateo Coast  has its 
own active fault, t h e  San Gregorio, which is approximately parallel to  t he  San Andreas, 
and may be closely related. 

The San Andreas Fau l t  is accepted by geologists a s  an actual separation between 
continental  land masses. Land west of t he  faul t  is moving north, relative to  land east  of 
the  fault. The fault  has had a displacement of 560 km (350 mi.) since t he  Cretaceous 
period; this has brought to t he  area geologic features  formerly located in southern 
California. 

Beach and windblown sands deposited in the  last  6,000 years a r e  a major factor  of the  
San Mateo Coast  beaches. Inland sand dunes may reach a depth of 60 m (200 ft.), while 
beach sands generally do not exceed a depth of 6 m (20 ft.). The amount of sand changes 

- seasonally, with less sand present in t he  winter, when storms tend to carry i t  ou t  to  sea. 
In the summer, the  sand is brought back by the milder wave action. The area is a 
sand-deficient zone. 

4 
The primary source of new beach sands along the northern San Mateo Coast is sediment 
carried by the  Sacramento and San Joaquin river systems to the  north, and brought to  t he  
coast  by l i t toral  drift. From Montara S t a t e  Beach south, the  primary sand source is local 
bluff erosion and sediment from local streams. Dune formations result from wind 
blowing the sand a f te r  i t  is deposited on the beaches. 

I 



The Purisima Formation c a n  be found in many areas  along the  coast. It is composed of 
fine-grained sandstone, siltstone, and mudstone, and was deposited as the  s ea  encroached 
on the  land, five to  ten' million years ago. In places, these  deposits a r e  capped by 
younger marine terrace  deposits. The Purisma Formation can be observed on the  steep, 
wave-cut bluffs. I t  is a major source of Tertiary fossils, including a variety of marine 
clams, snails, and foraminifera. 

Semiprecious gems have been found in the area. The Purisima Formation is a relatively 
good source of chert. Chalcedony, the  cryptocrystalline form of quartz,  is the  major 
siliceous material  present. Varieties of chalcedony include agate,  chert ,  jasper, 
hydrolite, and onyx. These local rocks a r e  the  primary sources of t he  beach pebbles. 

Holocene alluvium has been created by the erosive forces of water. I t  includes sand, silt, 
and gravel. This alluvium is found along s t reams and their  outlets. 

Marine terrace  sediments are  also common along the  coast. These were deposited by the  
encroaching sea, about 500,000 to  1,000,000 years ago. These sediments are  primarily 
composed of sand and gravel, up to  14 m (45 ft.) thick. The bluffs along the  coast  reveal 
t he  relationship between these slightly t i l ted Pleistocene deposits and the  underlying 
material. Marine clams and snails have been found in the lowest par ts  of these 
f ormations. 

As on all beaches along the California coast, winter s torms tend to  erode the sands, and 
t he  beaches become narrow. As the  storms subside, much of t he  sand is replaced, and 
the beaches become wider during the summer. At  times, g rea t  quantities of sand may be 
removed by the waves, exposing t he  s ea  cliffs to  storm waves and rapid erosion. 

Soils throughout the area  a r e  subject to  erosion especially if they a r e  not covered with 
proper vegetation. In places where erosion has taken place, the  topsoils have completely 
eroded away, and l i t t le  if any vegetation can ge t  s tar ted on the  subsoils. Water directed 
over nonvegetated areas results in gully erosion t h a t  quickly becomes a severe problem. 

Runoff from Sta te  Highway 1 has caused some definite soil erosion problems where 
precipitation has been concentrated. 

Along much of the San Mateo Coast, roads and trails  (mostly volunteer) have been 
located so  a s  to intensify the  erosion problems. The s ea  cliffs are  being slowly 
undermined, and in places, sea caves are forming. These are  the forerunners of cliff 
failure. The s ea  cliffs can collapse, primarily during heavy storms or earthquakes. 
Landslides along the  cliffs can also be expected. Landslide failure is a function of the 
height and steepness of t he  s ea  cliffs, moisture, and the  lithology and s t ructure  of the  
underlying material. 

The soil limitations for various uses are indicated on various maps accompanying the 
Inventory of Features  (on file with the  department). 

Due to  the very limited t ime allotted for geologic and soils studies a t  the San Mateo 
Coast  units, detailed geologic and edaphic investigations could not be made. I t  is highly 
recommended t ha t  these investigations be completed before actual  siting of roads, 
structures, trails, campgrounds, picnic areas, restrooms, etc. 



The geotechnical problems indicated do not necessarily preclude development, but they 
indicate that it is important to  include these factors i n  development design. Mit igat ion 
o f  these factors may be expensive; i n  some cases, the expense may preclude 
development. In  a few instances, such as active or stable sand dunes, use may have t o  be 
l imited or precluded. 

Drainage: 

There are numerous drainages located throughout the project area; specific data for each 
uni t  are provided under "Specifics," page 15. 

Climate: 1 
The year-round climate along the coast is mild. The summer is  characterized by 
frequent morning fogs and cool weather. The best conditions occur i n  the f a l l  and spring, 
and in the winter, between storms. During these times, the weather tends to be quite 
sunny and warm, w i th  many clear days. When the weather is good, visitation tends to 
increase dramatically. 

Flora: 

Flora o f  the project area are generally characterized by having l i t t l e  diversity and a 
relatively large number of exotic species. Two exotics, hottentot f ig  (Carpobrotus 
-1 and sea f i g  (Carpobrotus aequilaterus), occur rather extensively. Other 
nonnatives, including New Zealand spinach (Tetraqonia tetraqonioides), sea rocket 
(Cakile rnaritima), sweet alyssum (Lobularia maritima), and cape oxalis (0- 

es-caprae), a r e  also common. Nonnative trees and shrubs have been planted in various rotations, but  are not extensive; they include Monterey cypress (Cu ressus macrocarpa), 
shore pine (Pinus contorts), blackwood acacia (Acacia melanox lon and myoporum 
(Myoporum laetum). 

+%- 
I n  pristine times, the natural ecosystems and species compositions occurring i n  the San 
Mateo Coast units differe3 considerably f rom what exists today. This variation is not as 
great i n  the natural areas, where no cult ivation has taken place; in  the natural areas, the 
greatest changes have come from the introduction of exotics. These changes have been 
pr imari ly associated w i th  attempts to stabilize the sand dunes. 

Two plant communities are common i n  the project area; they are coastal strand and 
northern coastal scrub. Coastal scrub dominates the terraces and bluffs; beach 
vegetation occurs above the supralittoral zone. Growing on the beaches and dunes are 
several very abundant exotics. The fallow agricultural areas contain a preponderance of 
exotic weeds and annual grasses; these areas are gradually being invaded by coyote bush 
(Baccharis pilularis vary consanquinaa) and bush lupine (Lupinus arboreus and 
L. - polyphyllus), and w i l l  return, if l e f t  undisturbed, to coastal scrub. 

Except for Gairdner's yampah (Perideridia qairdneri ssp. gairdneri), an endangered plant 
tha t  may be a t  Ano Nuevo State Reserve, no rare or endangered plant species have been 
identif ied in the San Mateo Coast State Park System units. However, the beach 
strawberry (Fraqaria chiroensis), a unique species from a scientif ic and interpretive 
standpoint, occurs i n  l imi ted amounts a t  al l  the units. In  addition, a native grass (w 
pulchra) colony associated w i th  *he beach strawber;~ occurs a t  Bean Hollow State Beach. 



Vegetational entities present in the San Mateo Coast State Park System units are shown 
on the vegetation maps, figures 2 through 24. 

Fauna: 

Bird l i fe  on the beaches is characteristic of the types found here in  pristine times, with 
migratory water-associated birds the most abundant, followed by resident 
water-associated birds. 

Small land mammals and several ocean mammals, including the gray whale (Eschrichtius 
ibbosus), California sea lion (Zalophus californianus), and harbor seal (e vitulina), 

:re evident in  theproject area. 

A population of intertidal invertebrates exists in  places where a rocky shoreline extends 
into the ocean. Due to the exposure to the open ocean and the lack of protected rocky 
intertidal areas (except at Pescadero and Bean Hollow state beaches and Ano Nuevo 
State Reserve), the numbers of both species and individuals are somewhat limited. 

The endangered San Francisco garter snake occurs along the coast, and has been sighted 
at  Pescadero State Beach and Ano Nuevo State Reserve. 

Cultural Values 

No major archeological excavations have been conducted on the San Mateo Coast. 
However, numerous prehistoric and historic archeological sites, including the remains of 
Costanoan habitation sites, have been identified. These occur in Gray Whale Cove, 
Montara, Half Moon Bay, San Gregorio, Pomponio, and Bean Hollow state beaches, and in 
Ano Nuevo State Reserve. 

Resource Use and Recreation Potential 

There is a great demand for use of the beaches in  the area, but suitable nearby parking 
facilities are lacking. There is a great deal of parking along both sides of Highway 1; it is 
quite dangerous due to the heavy traffic. 

The San Mateo Coast State Park System units are used for a wide variety of activities, 
including (but not limited to) sunbathing, picnicking, walking, jogging, beachcombing, 
nature study, photography, wading, and fishing. 

Numerous nude sunbathers have been noted on state-owned beaches along the coast. This 
type of use on State Park System lands is prohibited by the California Administrative 
Code, Section 4322, except where specifically authorized. Some locations are being 
considered as clothing-optional beaches. 

The scenically beautiful sandy beaches, backed with the stabilized dunes and eroded 
bluffs, are principal attractions of the units. The ocean is not safe for swimming due.to 
the low water temperatures, undertow, and r ip currents. These are not swimming 
beaches, and no lifeguards are provided. Some surfing takes place in  the area, but the 
waves are not outstanding, since there is no offshore reef to create the best wave 
conditions. Boating is done offshore, with boats coming primarily from th6 San Francisco 
Bay and Pillar Point Harbor areas. 



Specifics 

Thornton State Beach - 

Geology: 

Thornton State Beach is within one mi le o f  the San Andreas Fault, which has caused a 
great deal of instabil i ty i n  the coastal bluffs. There has been major slumping i n  the 
recent past; the bluffs have moved toward'the ocean, resulting i n  formation of a valley. 

The southern par t  of the unit  is s t i l l  slipping. The ocean is encroaching on, and is 
undermining, the land mass. It is expected that additional slumping w i l l  occur in the 
future, and tha t  the ocean w i l l  continue to erode the shoreline. 

The Merced Formation is the most abundant consolidated surface material found i n  the 
bluffs and landslide deposits a t  Thornton State Beach. The major constituents include 
sandstone, siltstone, and claystone, w i t h  some conglomerate and scattered beds of 
volcanic ash. 

The formation has been divided into lower and upper members. Marine invertebrates and 
vertebrate fossils are commonly associated w i th  the lower member, and brackish marine 
and continental fossils are found i n  the upper. This would indicate that  the area was 
uplifted during the early Pleistocene. The c l i f f s  south o f  the beach access path are 
largely composed o f  the lower member, while to  the north, the upper member 
predominates. 

The Colma Formation consists of a fr iable sand, gravel, silt, and clay. A t  Thornton State 

a Beach, this formation is  -mostly confined to the bluffs and c l i f fs  east of the parking lot. 
The Colma Formation is highly erodible once the vegetation on its surface has been 
disturbed. This is very evident where the drainage system was developed on the slope 
east o f  the parking lot; erosion is evident here, and corrective action is being taken. 

In  pristine times, it is believed that  there were sand dunes above the high tide line on the 
beach, backed by a coastal sage scrub vegetative type occupying the bluffs and terraces. 
Almost a l l  suitable land on the terraces has now been developed into residential property 
and streets. 

Flora: 

The coastal strand occurs as a very small, narrow community, near the base o f  the bluffs, 
i n  several locations. Plant species composition is entirely o f  low-growing annuals and . perennials. Most plants are either sea rocket, beach bur (Ambrosia chamissonis), or New 
Zealand spinach. 

The northern masta l  scrub is the predominant plant community in the unit. It includes . 
sea fig, hottentot fig, and several low-growing shrubs and subshrubs. Community height 
ranges f rom 1 t o  12dm (4in. to  4ft.) i n  height, bu t  more commonly, it is less than 6 d m  
(2 ft.) in height. 

Common species i n  addition to the two figs include coyote brush, l izardtai l  (Eriophyllum 
staechadifolium), seaside, daisy (Eriqeronglaucus), and New Zealand spinach. 



The slumped bluff  below the main bluff  is well stabilized, primarily with exotic sea f ig  
and hottentot fig. These plants wi l l  do a satisfactory job on dune stabilization, as long as 
there is not too much fook traff ic across the plants and the vegetation is maintained. 

The beach strawberry, a unique species from a scientific and interpretive standpoint, 
occurs occasionally along the ridge portion of the George R. Stewart nature trail. 

Fauna: - 
The numerous exotic plantings along the bluffs have created some habitat niches that 
probably did not originally exist here. Native animal species that can use these habitat b. 

types have become well established, and wi l l  remain here as long as the existing habitat 
is present. 

Cultural Resources: 

There are no known cultural resources at Thornton State Beach. 

Gray Whale Cove and Montara State Beaches 

Geology: 

The granitic rocks of Montara Mountain are largely quartz-diorite, wi th some granite. 
These rocks are not layered, but are weakly foliated by the orientation of the mica 
crystals. Where this rock is exposed to the open ocean, it does not provide a diversity of 
habitats for marine invertebrates, since it tends to lack the macro and micro-habitats 
that layered and t i l ted rock formations contain. 

This granitic material is the main source of sand for the beaches. Since the sand travels 
such a short distance, the grains tend to be quite coarse, because they have not had a 
chance to weather or abrade into finer particles. 

From the state beach access opposite Fourth Street southward to Montara Point, the 
shoreline is rocky. Due to the encroaching sea, there is l i t t l e  space for visitors to 
investigate the tidepools. Access is also difficult, due to the steep c l i f fs  and the private 
homes there. These intertidal areas do not get as much visitor use as some of the 
beaches to the south; as a result, more invertebrates are present. 

On the proposed inland acquisition (the McNee Ranch property, which includes most of 
the western half of Montara Mountain), there is a great deal of soil erosion. Some of it 
has resulted from poor -drainage practices along roads, off-highway vehicle use, and 
natural landslide processes (an indication of the natural instability of the soils). - 
There are several drainages on the proposed acquisition that cross the state beach. They 
are small, and tend to support intermittent streams. Green Valley and Martini creeks are 
the main drainages. Due to the rather high mountains next to the coast, considerable 
rainfall occurs, increasing rapidly with elevation. The present ownership includes lands 
west o f  State Highway 1 that are primarily beach sands, bluffs and cliffs, and uplands. 
The McNee property i n  the acquisition program includes the higher coastal mountains. 



Flora: 

Exotic species occur primarily i n  two locations. One is around the old parking area to 
the west of Highway1 near Gray Whale Cove State Beach; Monterey cypress and a 
number of weedy annuals can be found in  this area. The second is the fallow agricultural 
fields, that have been invaded by numerous weedy grasses and forbs. 

The beach strawberry occurs along the terraces and rims of bluffs between Gray Whale 
Cove and Montara state beaches. Occurrences in  the Montara Beach area are extensive. 

The McNee Ranch property is an important area for flora. It is the site of one rare 
plant, Montara manzanita (Arctostaphylos rnontaraensis). Another, Davy's lupine 
(Lupinus arboreus var.--eximius), which is being considered for rare status by the 
California Native Plant Society (1974; 1978), is also found here. S t i l l  other manzanitas 
are found on the mountain, making this an important area for preservation and study of 
the genus Arctostaphylos. 

Coastal scrub and chaparral dominate most of the McNee Ranch property. Coastal scrub 
occurs primarily below 335 m (1,100 ft.), with chaparral above. In the low elevations near 
the town of Montara, there are cultivated lands and annual grasslands. The grasslands 
are reverting to coastal scrub, and wi l l  continue to do so with the removal of grazing. 
Riparian vegetation occurs in many of the gulches and ravines that drain water from the 
mountain. The lower, flatter gradient reaches of these drainage courses are dominated 
by willows up to 5 m (16 ft.) in  height. 

A grove of mature trees is growing around and near the farm structures on Martini 
Creek, and along the private road from there to the town of Montara. More mature trees 
are growing along a private road on the north side of Martini Creek, and next to the 
access road on Montara Mountain. Many of these trees are eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.), 
along with a number of exotic Monterey cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa) and Monterey 
pine ( P a r a d i a t a ) .  

Due to the general inaccessibility of the intertidal area, observations of marine l i fe  are 
definitely limited to distance viewing, except during very low minus tides with calm sea 
conditions. 

Cultural Values: 

A number of archeological sites exist at Gray Whale Cove and Montara state beaches, as 
well as on the pmposed acquisition (McNee property). These include SMa:115, 129-132, 
and 148. They appear to be closer to San Francisco than any other known Costanoan 
village sites. 

Scenic Values: 

The scenery at the unit is quite spectacular, due to the closeness of the mountains to the 
ocean. At the north end of the beach, the cliffs are the highest, with sheer drops to the 
sea below. ExF&sive views of the San Francisco Bay and the coast can be had from the 
upper parts of the proposed acquisition, where one can get a fu l l  360-degree panorama. 



The town o f  Montara encroaches on the southern part  of the area. Although some 
residences overlook the rocky intert idal  portions, most of the scenic views are not  
available to the general public. The c l i f fs  are not as high here, but some very fine views 
are s t i l l  available. 

Recreation: - 
Hang gliding takes place here. People often start  f rom the top o f  the adjacent 
mountains, and glide down to the agriculture fields or beaches. An alternate take-off 
area is the marine terrace, now leased as a pumpkin field, between State Highway 1 and d 

the strand. Landing of a i rcraf t  on State Park System lands is prohibited by the 
Cal i fornia Administrative Code 4304, unless the lands are specifically designated as 
landing sites. The code definit ion o f  a i rcraf t  includes hang gliders. 

I n  the proposed acquisition, there has been a great deal of off-highway vehicle use that  
has resulted i n  severe erosion problems. The soils w i l l  not be able to support this type of 
use on a sustained basis. There are also some botanically unique plant species i n  the 
area, including one rare manzanita species; these can be damaged by improper use. 

The northern portion o f  Gray Whale Cove is privately owned, and is used by nude 
sunbathers. The adjacent state-owned beach gets the same type o f  use. A private 
parking l o t  is available for people using Gray Whale Cove. During peak use, there is a 
considerable overflow from this parking area and private beach. 

Ha l f  Moon Bay State Beach 

Geology: 

The only geologic units-exposed a t  Ha l f  Moon Bay State Beach are alluvial deposits o f  
various ages and the beach sands. 

The sands of the uni t  are largely derived f rom local b luf fs  and sediment f rom Pilarcitos 
and Frenchmans creeks and other nearby streams. The development of Pi l lar Point 
Harbor and breakwater has had some e f fec t  on sand transport and the ocean attack on 
the coastal bluffs. This is most noticeable a t  the northern end o f  Ha l f  Moon Bay State 
Beach, and the beaches between the state beach and the breakwater. The sand removed 
by storm waves is not replaced naturally, since the breakwater has changed the 
movement of sand. The ocean waves are making a direct attack on the bluffs, which are 
eroding rapidly (at an average rate of 0.6 m (2 ft.) per year). The Department o f  Parks 
and Recreation would be very much concerned w i th  any future breakwater modifications, 
except those tha t  would protect the coastal bluffs and beaches. 

Ha l f  Moon Bay State Beach slopes gently seaward. The dominant topographic features 
are the alluvial terrace and the beach itself. These are separated by a low escarpment. 
On the county-owned beach, south of the present state ownership, the bluffs become 
higher. 

Fossils found at Ha l f  Moon Bay State Beach are few, and are l ikely t o  be broken because 
of the nature o f  the depositional environment. 



Drainage: 

There are several drainages that cross Half Moon Bay State Beach. The largest is 
Pilarcitos Creek. This creek is larue enouqh to have a r i ~ a r i a n  and wetland area at  i ts  
mouth that quite often is in  the f i r m  of a freshwater pond. A sandbar builds up at  the 
mouth, and the creek flows into the ocean during the winter, when the sandbar i s  
breached. Frenchmans Creek to the north has a smaller drainage, and supports a dense .: 
riparian growth. A t  the northern boundary of state property, Arroyo Media reaches the 
ocean. It has the smallest drainage, and has water only in  the wet times of the year. 

- 
Flora: 

Several characteristics of the vegetation distinguish the unit from other state beaches 
almg the San Mateo Coast. 

The coastal strand community is better represented here than in any other unit between 
Pescadero State Beach and San Francisco. 

The coastal scrub community is not well represented, due to past agricultural clearing of 
terraces, a lack of substantial bluffs, and the narrowness of the unit (with no substantial 
inland or upland portions). 

It is believed that a coastal sage scrub vegetative type occupied most of the coastal shelf 
in pristine times. This was converted to agriculture on all the soils that were suitable. 
More recently, with population pressures, much of the agricultural lands have been or are 
being developed for residential uses. Some residential buildinqs have been removed from - .  
the state property; this property and the vacant agricultural lands are slowly reverting to 
a coastal sage scrub type. 

Riparian plants consisting mainly of willow shrubs (w sp.) occur along Frenchmans 
Creek, and to a lesser extent along Pilarcitos creek. Some coastal scrub shrubs grow 
along the edge of the riparian area. 

Creeks crossing through the unit, such as Pilarcitos and Frenchmans, are bordered by 
native plant species, as well as many introduced and invader species. These areas 
provide a diversified habitat, and are attractive to many birds and other animals. The 
creeks pmvide an interesting environment that has great interpretive values, and greatly 
increases the enjoyment of many visitors using the area. 

Fauna: 

- 
The creeks of Half Moon Bay State Beach may harbor the endangered San Francisco 
garter snake. Although the species has not been recorded in  the unit to date, it is found 
in  the upper watershed of Pilarcitos Creek. 

< 

Surf smelt (Hypomesus pretiosus) and night smelt (Spirinchus starksi) are both caught at 
Half Moon Bay, with the use of A-frame nets. Striped bass(Morcne saxatillis), white 
croakers (Genyonemus lineatus), and several species of surf perch are taken by surf 
casters. 



Scenic Values: 

The open ocean and its sandv beaches, backed by the low bluffs and divided bv the  two • - 
creeks, a r e  t he  main scenic features  i f  t he  areal Sailboats and other c r a f t  f&m Pillar 
Point Harbor add interest  and color to  the  background. Water-associated birds a t t rac ted  
to the pond a t  t h e  mouth of Pilarcitos Creek add to  t he  interest  of tha t  area, and are  
also watched along the shoreline. Gray whales and pinnipeds can be seen in the  ocean. 

Overhead wiring is not present along much of the  s t a t e  property; th is  allows scenic vistas. 

- Because Pillar Point juts out in the ocean to  the  north of the unit, t h e  northern migration 
of whales is sometimes more frequently seen here than in most areas on the  coast, since 
the  migration tends to  be far ther  out to  sea. 

Cultural Values: 

Dietz  and Jackson recorded two prehistoric sites--CA-SMa:138 and CA-SMa:139--at Half 
Moon Bay S t a t e  Beach. S i te  CA-SMa:lSB is a cultural deposit 50 by 1 5 0 m  (165 by 
500ft.) located on the north side of Frenchrnans Creek. CA-SMa:139 s i t e  is 
approximately 90 by 30 m (295 by 98ft .)  on t he  south side of the creek directly opposite. 
Both s i tes  have been plowed in the past. 

The Native American inhabitants used the beaches for clam digging and fishing in 
pristine times. The s t reams  furnished fresh water ,  and also added to  the  habitat  where 
additional food i tems could be gathered. This seaside environment was a good source of 
food material. The zone near t he  mouth of Frenchmans Creek containing SMa:138 and 
139  has ex t reme cultural sensitivity. 

San Greqorio S ta te  Beach - 
Geology: 

San Gregorio S t a t e  Beach has some ra ther  s teep and very high (60m; 190 ft.) coastal  
bluffs and cliffs bordering t h e  ocean. Except for t he  wide a rea  a t  t h e  mouth of San 
Gregorio Creek, the  beach tends to be quite narrow; in some places during the  winter, i t  
is entirely inundated at high tide. In t he  summer, a sandybeach is present from San 
Gregorio to Pomponio. The uplands a r e  moderately steep; in places, severe  erosion is 
occurring. This is especially noticeable just north of the  beach parking lot a t  San 
Gregorio Creek. Gullies here are up t o  several meters deep. 

Drainage: - 
The only significant drainage in the a rea  is San Gregorio Creek. A sandbar builds up a t  
t he  mouth of this creek, and remains until fall and winter rains a r e  sufficient to break 
through. A snail freshwater marsh is located at the  creek's mouth. F 

Flora: 

Flora  diversity is slightly greater than in many of the other San Mateo Coast  units, due 
to the  diverse topography and t he  riparian corridor along San Gregorio Creek. Five 
native plant communities a r e  represented; they include riparian, coastal  strand, northern 
coastal  scrub, annual grassland, and freshwater marsh (see figure 13). 



A riparian forest community occurs along San Gregorio Creek inland, at the easternmost 
portion of the unit. It consists of a dense growth of willow trees (w spp.) and red 
alder (Alnus oreqona), with underlying stories of hydrophytic shrubs and herbs. The 
riparian shrub formation downstream is an open formation of willow shrubs (w sp.), 
blackberry brambles (R* sp.), and hydmphytic herbs, including horsetail (Equisetum 
sp.), hemlock (Conium maculatum), and sedges (C- spp.) 

The coastal strand community, consisting of beach and dune vegetation, is limited to a 
few small areas near the mouth of San Gregorio Creek, the upper portions of the beach, 
where spring high tides wash up against coastal bluffs. Vegetation consists almost 
entirely of annual and perennial herbaceous plants. Sea rocket, beach bur, mustard 
(Brassica sp.), and several annual grasses are common. 

Coastal scrub is the predominant vegetation in  the unit. It occupies the terrace between 
Highway 1 and the bluffs, and is also found on all upland ridges of the inland portion east 
of the highway. Common shrubs include coyote brush, bush lupine, coastal cagebrush 
(Artemisia californica), and . . lizardtail. 

Annual grasslands occur on slopes to the north of the parking area, inland along the 
agricultural1y:used river terraces, and on the flatter ridgetop portions, where clearing of 
shrub vegetation has taken place. These areas consist mainly of annual grasses and 
numerous weedy forbs. In several areas, scrub species are invading. 

A small freshwater marsh, less than 114 ha (.6a.) in  size, is located just east of State 
Highway 1, near San GGgorio Creek. Marsh species including rush (Scirpus spp.) and 
cattail (Typha spp.) are present. 

a Fauna: 

Where the bluffs extend to the high tide line, there is a population of intertidal 
invertebrates. Due to ocean exposure and the lack of a rocky intertidal area extend in^ 
into the ocean, the numbers of bbth species and individuals are iimited. 

- 

Since the area has high bluffs that provide good vantage points, numerous marine 
mammal species can be seen. The gray whale is one of the more common mammals seen 
offshore from this beach, during i t s  migration from i ts arctic feeding areas to i ts 
breeding and calving lagoons in Baja California. 

The endangered San Francisco garter snake is found in  the upper watershed of San 
Gregorio Creek, and in the adjacent Pomponio Creek drainage. This species could very 
possibly be found at or near the mouth of San Gregorio Creek. 

Cultural Values: 

When Native Americans lived in  this area, they used the shellfish found at the beaches, 
along with other edible ocean life. An encampment existed near the mouth of San 
Gregorio Creek. 

One site, CA-SMa:116, is recorded at Sar Gregorio State Beach. The site is east of State 
Highway 1, and south of San Gregorio Road. The site area consibts entirely of 



agricultural land; as a result, it has been intensively cultivated. Due to cultivation, the 
site area is undefined. In  January 1974, a six-member crew f rom the Cultural  Heritage 
Section made a surface survey of the site, recovering art i facts consisting mostly o f  
scraping and cutt ing tools. 

Scenic Values: 

San Gregorio State Beach is very scenic, w i th  a wide beach at the mouth of the creek; 
the smal l  but interesting inland freshwater marsh and riparian area; the high bluffs and 
c l i f f s  that front the ocean; and the interior uplands that rise to the eastern edge of the 
property. State Highway 1 drops down to cross San Gregorio Creek f rom the north and G 

goes up equally steeply on the downcoast side. The view f rom the highway, other than 
when one is close to the creek, is not too spectacular, since the road is wel l  up the bluff. 
The immediate beaches cannot be seen, and only a distant view o f  the ocean is evident. 

Recreational Values: 

The upland portion o f  the uni t  includes the marsh and riparian areas, o f  interest to  nature 
students. Away f rom the creek, the hills are steep and covered w i th  dense brush, and 
have l imitations for recreational uses other than trails. 

Pomponio State Beach 

Geology: 

Pomponio State Beach has some rather steep coastal bluffs, and c l i f f s  up t o  60 m (190 ft.) 
high, bordering the ocean. The sand beaches tend to be wider than those a t  San Gregorio, 
but are for the most part quite narrow, and in  some places, are inundated a t  high tide. 
The largest beaches occur a t  the mouth o f  Pomponio Creek, Long Gulch, and Dairy  
Gulch. The uplands are moderately steep; i n  places, severe erosion is  occurring. This is 
especially noticeable along the highway, where runoff  is allowed to flow over 
unprotected soils. It is also noticeable on the property east o f  the highway, where 
over-grazing and cult ivation have made the soils very vulnerable. 

Drainage: 

The only significant drainage i n  the area is Pomponio Creek. Long Gulch and Dairy 
Gulch are both small drainages, and normally carry water only in the winter. 

- 

Flora: 
- 

The coastal strand community is l imi ted to a small dune area (0.1 ha; 1/4a.) west o f  the 
parking area, near the mouth o f  Pomponio Creek. Strand vegetation is noticeably absent 
elsewhere on the beach. 

* 
The major riparian community a t  Pornponio State Beach occurs along Pornponio Creek, 
east o f  Highway 1. The most inland portion features a-riparian forest of willows (Salix 
lasiolepis and S. saliandra). Shrubs border the forest, and herbaceous growth is found i n  
the understory. Other occurrences of r iparian growth, in  the form of low wil low shrubs, 
are found i n  a small swale north of the parking area and near the mouth c f  the creek, and 
occasionally along two small drainages near the south end o f  3-te unit. 



Pescadero S t a t e  Beach 

Geology: 

A small marsh community of less than 0.1 ha (114 a.) occurs near the  mouth of Pomponio 
Creek, west  of S ta te  Highway 1. 

Most of the inland portion of Pomponio S t a t e  Beach eas t  of S t a t e  Highway 1 is grassland, 
currently under grazing use. I t  is comprised mostly of annual grasses, plantain (Plantaqo 
sp.), f i laree (Erodium spp.), and several o ther  weedy forbs. Most of this a rea  was coastal  
scrub a t  one t ime, but was cleared to provide for grazing. If l e f t  undisturbed, i t  will 
rever t  to this original community. In several areas,  coastal  scrub species such a s  coyote 
brush and bush lupine. 

Exotic species do not comprise a major percentage of the flora, except  for the annual 
grassland. Several small groves of eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.) a r e  located near t he  farm 
structures,  about 0.8 km (10 mi.) east of S t a t e  Highway 1, near Pomponio Creek. 

Cultural Values: 

One prehistoric site, CA-SMC:3 (temporary designation), was recorded by the 
Department of Parks and Recreation during i t s  1978 survey. CA-SMC:3 is a small shell 
deposit, 5 by 9 m (16 by 30 ft.) in area,  with a depth of 6 to  1 0  cm (3  to  6 in.). The s i te  is 
located on t he  north side of Pomponio Creek, eas t  of the  highway. The deposit has been 
moderately damaged by runoff and grazing catt le.  

In the  upland property of Pomponio S ta te  Beach, there  is an old barn tha t  dates  from the  
1870s, a carriage house-built in the 1880s, and several other l a te  nineteenth and early 
twentieth century ranch structures. These buildings are  the  remains of an old dairy 
complex of tha t  period, south of San Francisco. 

The oldest rocks at Pescadero S t a t e  Beach are found in the Pigeon Point Formation. The 
rocks are  approximately 65 to 80 million years old and consist of interbedded sandstone, 
siltstone, and conglomerate. Fossils are few in this formation, but a few clams, snails, 
and an ammonite have been reported. Only a very small section of the  Pigeon Point 
Formation is exposed in this s t a t e  beach. 

There is a volcanic unit. tentatively identified as Mindego Basalt located along the  coast 
immediately south of Pescadero Creek. These volcanic rocks are  probably submarine in 
origin, and may contain some intrusive rocks. 

South of Pescadero Creek, t he  sea  cliffs are being slowly undermined by the  surf, and are 
subject to landslides. The susceptibility for  landsliding varies, depending partly on the  
lithology and s t ructure  of the bedrock. 

The soils a t  the unit are subject to  erosion forces. Evidence of soil abuse is present in 
many areas. When vegetation is removed through overgrazing or excessive trampling and 



use, the soils tend to erode down to subsoils and bedrock. Evidence o f  soil erosion 
brought on by heavy grazing and cult ivation is readily apparent i n  the area above the 
north pond east o f  State Highway 1. Erosion accelerated by human t ra f f i c  f rom terrace 
parking to the beach areas is quite common throughout the unit. 

Flora: 

Flora of Pescadero State Beach and Pescadero Marsh Natural  Preserve is diverse and 
significant. The uni t  contains the most extensive freshwater marsh on the San Francisco 
peninsula. It also has the most extensive dune system and coastal strand plant 
community north o f  Ano Nuevo Point, and below the Golden Gate. In  addition, this uni t  
contains coastal scrub and riparian communities. The proposed additions include several 
significant riparian corridors and additional marshland. Together, these varied and 
well-developed communities provide great species diversity. 

Pescadero State Beach and Natural  Preserve contains plants commonly associated w i th  
four plant communities o f  the California f lor ist ic province: coastal strand; northern 
coastal scrub; riparian; and freshwater marsh. 

The coastal strand plant community a t  Pescadero State Beach is extensive. Both beach 
and dune vegetation are wel l  represented. 

From the mouth o f  Pescadero Creek t o  the north boundary is an area o f  wel l  developed 
dunes and dune vegetation, about 8.9 ha (22 a.) i n  size. A l l  but a small portion near the 
southern end l ies to the west o f  State Highway 1. Dunes reach 10 m (33 ft.) i n  height, and 
are covered by vegetation over about one-third of their  area. Common species on the 
dunes include low-growing annuals and perennials such as yellow sand verbena (Abroma 
latifolia), beach bur, sea rocket, and beachgrass (Ammophila arenaria). 

Dunes east of State Highway 1 are more stable, and have a greater plant cover. Mats of 
sea f ig  (Carpobrotus aequilaterus) are more extensive there. 

Beach vegetation is scattered i n  a number of locations near the base o f  bluffs. Most 
occurrences are not extensive, and extend only a few meters (6-10 ft.) out from the base 
o f  bluffs onto the beach. One exception is on the beach, about 800 m south o f  the mouth 
o f  Butano Creek, where a 0.4 to 0.8 ha (1-2 a.) area of beach vegetation exists. Healthy 
stands o f  native dunegrass (Elymus mollis) occur there. Other species include many of 
the found on the dunes, including sea rocket, beach bur, and New Zealand spinach. 

Coastal scrub is located along the small ridges surrounding the north pond, and to a 
l imi ted extent along the north and east sides of the south pond, between the marsh and 
eucalyptus grove. Dominant vegetation is coyote brush, which is commonly associated 
w i th  coastal sage brush, bush monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), and coast eriogonum 
(Erioqonum latifolium), to-name a few. On steeper slopes, the vegetation often appears 
wind pruned and is only 4 d m  (16in.) i n  height. On f lat ter areas closer to the marsh, 
vegetation reaches 2 m (7 ft.) in height. 

The Pescadero Marsh, surrounding the confluence of Butano and Pescadero creeks, is the 
only extensive wetland along the coast of the San Francisco peninsula (Elliot, 1975). It 
includes about 190 ha (465 a.), o f  which about 75 ha (186 a.) are i n  the natural preserve. 
Agricultural lands border the marsh to ihe  east and south. The north side is defined by a 
low ridge. A series of small levees has been bui l t  to  confine the marsh along i t s  sides, 
and to extend i ts  area i n  the upper portions. These la t ter  areas are within the proposed 
acquisitions. 



Marsh vegetation consists almost entirely of herbaceous species, to 2 m (7 ft.) in height, 
although many areas along the margins of deeper ponds such as the north pond are 
surrounded by vegetation that  is much shorter, only about 5 dm (20 in.) in height. North 
Pond, which is separated from the direct flushing waters of Pescadero and Butano creeks, 
is more saline. Halophytes such as pickleweed (Salicornia virqinica) are more common 
there. Species common to the marsh include sedgesm sp.), cyperus (Cyperus sp.), 
rushes, cattails, and pondweeds (Potamogeton sp.). 

Riparian vegetation is located around the edges of the marsh in  many areas. Willow, 
coyote brush, and blackberry (Rubus ursinus) are common. Along many of the dry levees - are abundant growths of poison hemlock. 

Creeks such as Pescadero and Butano are transporters of exotic species and many 
nonnative species are found near Pescadero Marsh. Some plants, such as European 
beachgrass and sea fig, are helpful in stabilizing the dunes near the mouth of the creek. 
It would be more desirable i f  native species could accomplish the same purpose. In and 
next to the agricultural lands, there are many exotics--primarily weeds. 

In pristine times, the natural ecosystems and species composition occurring in and 
surrounding Pescadero Marsh were considerably different from what occurs here today. 
The reclamati66 of land for agriculture has changed this portion of the marsh. Levees 
and dikes constructed to prevent fresh and salt water encroachments on the agricultural 
land have caused dramatic changes in  the vegetation. Before these developments, the 
vegetation changed gradually from wetland species to drier upland species, with many 
more and diverse species being present. Quite frequently now, there are wetland species 
on one side of a levee and agriculture on the other side, with l i t t le  or no gradation 
between the two. Many upland species are not present. Where thev are, they are mostlv 
exotic weeds that have.replaced the natives. 

Looaino. land clearino. and develooments on both the Pescadero and Butano watersheds -- -, >. ~~~ 

have resulted in a great deal of siitation of the Pescadero Marsh area, greatly reducing 
the wetland area at the mouth of Pescadero Creek. On the other hand, the levees and 
dikes in the upper marsh area, especially those created for waterfowl hunting, have had 
the effect o f  keeping these areas wetter for a longer period of time than would naturally 
occur. This results in a greater wetland areas in the upper portions of the marsh which 
would probably have been only ephemeral wetland areas in pristine times. 

The appropriation of water for agriculture and domestic purposes has reduced the amount 
coming down the streams year-long, which in turn, has affected the vegetation in the 
marsh area. It has also had a detrimental effect on anadromous fish that use the creeks 
for spawning purposes. Their populations have been greatly diminished. 

i With all the changes brought on by human use, there is probably more land maintained as 
a wetland for a longer period of the year now than existed before agriculture. This 
favors many more wildlife species than existed in  the pristine wetland area, which was 
much more seasonal in nature. The ponding of parts of the marsh area has increased the 
year-long habitat of the San Francisco garter snake. It has also improved conditions for 
many water birds. Part of this improvement has been cancelled by greeter human use, 
which tends to frighten the birds away. 



Visitors w i th  dogs are quite disturbing t o  wi ldl i fe o f  the marsh; although dogs are 
prohibited, enforcement is diff icult. 

Just south o f  the mouth o f  Pescadero Creek, there are some offshore rocky outcrops. 
These are used by harbor seals, which are of great interest to visitors. These animals are 
quite t im id  and cannot be approached too closely without being frightened into the sea. 

The rocky intert idal  area a t  Pescadem has the potential for a great diversity o f  
* 

invertebrates. The geology and rock formations offer many micro and macro habitats. 
However, due to the great number of people that  visit the area, many of the more 
interesting invertebrates are either stepped on, removed, or disturbed i n  some manner - 
that  eliminates them from the population. Many species removed or destroyed are 
actually i l legal to take, according t o  f ish and game regulations. 

A sandbar forms a t  the mouth o f  Pescadero Creek. Water sometimes backs upstream 
f rom the sandbar, when the streams begin to increase in f low i n  the fa l l  and winter. I n  
the past, farmers have breached the bar to keep their agricultural fields f rom flooding. 
Agriculture and wetlands management are not really compatible, since farmers require 
good drainage and a lowered water table, while a wetland requires as much moisture as 
possible, as frequently as possible. 

Bean Hollow State Beach 

Geology: 

Exposed geologic mater ial  a t  Bean Hollow ranges i n  age f rom the upper Cretaceous 
period, 80 mil l ion years ago, to recent times. Quaternary marine deposits along the b lu f f  
are the most abundant surface formation i n  the unit. While the c l i f f s  present along the 
coast are mostly sandstone, the beach deposits d i f fer  f rom place to place, ranging f rom 
fine sands a t  Arroyo de Los Fri joles Beach (Bean Hollow) t o  a much more pebbly 
character a t  Pebble Beach. 

The Pigeon Point Formation, composed pr imari ly o f  sandstone, siltstone, and 
conglomerate, is the oldest geologic formation a t  Bean Hollow. It is exposed along the 
seacliffs and intert idal  zone, and underlies the marine terrace deposits that exist directly 
inland. 

The relat ively resistant Pigeon Point deposits within the intert idal  zone have numerous 
cracks and crannies, and a general broken and rugged appearance. This explains why 
Bean Hollow is potential ly an excellent area to f ind intert idal  invertebrates. 

The marine terrace deposits, about 9 m  (30 ft.) thick, cover much of the bluffs a t  Bean - 
Hollow, and date f rom about 500,000 years ago. The major constituents include weakly 
consolidated sand and gravel, w i th  some clay. These deposits originated on the bottom o f  
a shallow sea. Subsequent upl i f t ing and changes i n  sea level have formed various terrace 
levels. The younger terraces, such as those a t  Bean Hollow, contain some invertebrate 
fossils. These terraces are highly erodible. 

The beach deposits are o f  the most recent times (Holocene), dating back t o  6,000 years. 
The fine sand is derived mostly f rom upcoast sources, and has reached i t s  present 



location thmuoh l i t toral drift. The ~ebbles found at Pebble Beach include such materials 
as agate, chert, hydrolyte, jasper, and onyx. 

1 Most of the soils in the area belona to the Watsonville series. These soils were formed on 
~~ ~ - - - - ~  ~ 

low, relatively flat marine terraces containing material eroded from surrounding 
sedimentary bedrock areas. There is only one phase of the Watsonville soil at Bean 
Hollow, namely Watsonville sandy loam. It is very erodible, and appears on the terraces. 

The soils at  Bean Hollow State Beach area are severely eroded in many localities, 
particularly near the parking lots and along volunteer trails leading down to the beaches 
and intertidal areas. 

Drainage: 

The only significant drainage of the area is from the Arroyo de Los Frijoles, which 
culminates at  Lake Lucerne: water from the lake then drains to the ocean at Bean 
Hollow State Beach. There is no riparian community on the creek at  Bean Hollow, since 
the runoff from Lake Lucerne goes into a culvert at  State Highway 1, then directly onto 
the sandy beach. 

Flora: 

Plant species diversity is not great due to the unit's l imited size and limited topographic 
variety. Those plants represented are mostly common to the coastal scrub community, 
including the dominants, coyote brush, and lizardtail. Terrace vegetation is dense and 
low-growing, to about 6 dm (2 ft.). Bluff vegetation is more sparse, although it includes 
of many of the same species found on the terrace. The coastal strand community, which 

a includes beach and bluff vegetation, is poorly represented, due to the unit's extremely 
rocky shoreline. Some typical strand plants occur at the upper portions of Bean Hollow 
Beach, but not at Pebble Beach. These are primarily the naturalized annual, sea rocket. 

No rare plants are believed to be in  the unit, and none were located during short winter 
and summer field checks. One small native grass colony (Stipa pulchra) associating with 
California beach strawberry is growing on the terrace near State Highway 1, about 400 m 
(1,3W ft.) south of the parking area at Pebble Beach. 

Fauna: 

As at Pescadero State Beach, the rocky intertidal area here provides an excellent habitat 
for many ocean plants and intertidal invertebrates. However, due to the lack of 
personnel to adequately protect the area, there is a decided lack of some of the more 
interesting animals. There is very heavy use by school groups that arrive by bus 
throughout the year. There are also large numbers of unsupervised visitors who, through 
lack of knowledge of existing rules, regulations, and laws, and lack of environmental 

e awareness, tend to strip the area of its invertebrate fauna. 

There is a large harbor seal rookery that hauls out on the rocks just south ofaPebble 
Beach. Numerous other sea mammals can be seen on occasion from the bluffs along the 
shoreline. The gray whale is one of the more common mammals seen offshore from this 
beach during the migrating period of December through April. 



Scenic Values: 

Bean Hollow State Beach is one of the most scenic of the San Mateo beaches as seen 
from State Highway 1, since the highway is so close to the ocean at the unit. Good views 
of the sandy beaches and extremely interesting rocky shoreline are available along the 
entire length of the unit. The valuable scenic integrity of this resource should be 
maintained for future generations to enjoy. 

Cultural Values: 
" 

Three archeological sites, CA-SMC:2 (temporary designation), CA-SMa:118, and 
CA-SMa:117, are located at  Bean Hollow State Beach. CA-SMC:2 is a cultural deposit, 
approximately 76 by 10 m (250 by 33 ft.) i n  area, with a depth of 20 cm (9 in.). The site is 
located on the coastal bluff north of Bean Hollow Beach area, and west of State 
Highway 1. The midden has been eroded by weather and foot traff ic from a trai l  that 
crosses the site. CA-SMa:118 is a small cultural deposit, located on the bluff above the 
beach area. The site area is approximately 12 by 8 m (40 by 26 ft.) by 20 cm (9 in.) in  
depth. A heavily traveled footpath crosses the site, and has resulted in  some 
destruction. CA-SMa:117 is located on a bluff at the southern corner of Bean Hollow 
Beach. The actual area of the site is undetermined, due to overgrowth of iceplant and 
destruction caused by foot traffic. 

Recreation Values: 

The scenic rocky shoreline, interspersed with the two small but inviting sandy beaches, 
make this unit a very attractive place for visitors to stop. Prime activities include 
sightseeing, nature study, photography, beachcombing, picnicking, sunbathing, 
underwater diving, and fishing. Some wading and limited swimming take place here, but 
with the cold water, undertow, and rocky shoreline, these activities are generally unsafe, 
and are not recommended. 

The greatest potential for this area would be for nature study of the intertidal 
invertebrate life. A t  present, the numbers and varieties of species found at  the area are 
somewhat limited, primarily due to past illegal removal and lack of personnel to patrol 
the area and enforce fish and game laws. I f  greater protection could be achieved, many 
of the more interesting species of invertebrates would eventually return. 

Ano Nuevo State. Reserve 

Geology: - 
There are four main geologic categories at Ano Nuevo State Reserve. These are: the 
rock outcrops along the coastline and at  Ano Nuevo Island; sand beaches and sand dunes 
that extend inland from Ano Nuevo and Franklin points; marine terraces inland from the 
shoreline, near the points, and underlying the sand dunes; and the Santa Cruz Mountains, 
rising abruptly to the east of the marine terraces. The Inventory of Features (on file 
with the department) deals specifically with each of these main geologic categories. 

The oldest rocks in the area are the Figeon Point Formation, exposed along the coast 
from Cascade Creek to near Pescadero. These are between 65 and 80 million years old, 
and are interbedded sandstone, siltstone, and conglomerate. Fossils are few in  this 



formation, but  a few clams, snails, and an ammonite have been reported. Only a small 
section of the Pigeon Point Formation is exposed in the area north of Cascade Creek. 

The second oldest rocks appear i n  the Monterey Formation. This is 13 t o  20 mil l ion years 
old, and consists of consolidated siliceous and porcelaneous sandstone, mudstone, shale, 
and impure diadomite. The Monterey Formation is exposed on Ano Nuevo Island, and 
along a short distance on either side o f  Ano Nuevo Point. Large fossils are rare, but 
foraminifera, fish scales, and diatoms are common. 

The th i rd  oldest formation is the Purisima, which was deposited as the sea encroached on - the land, 5 t o  10 mil l ion years ago. This Formation is found along the sea c l i f f  south of 
Cascade Creek, and on the c l i f f s  near South Beach, just west of the San Gregorio fault. 

- 

The Purisima is a major source o f  Tert iary fossils, including a variety o f  marine clams, 
snails, and foraminifera. Most fossils found a t  the reserve are from this formation. 

Marine terrace deposits are the next t o  youngest geologic feature i n  the reserve. This is 
the most ~ r e d ~ m i n a n t  outcropping i n  the vicini ty o f  Ano Nuevo Point. A few marine 
fossils arefound i n  the lowest part of these deposits. 

Younger deposits present i n  the reserve, a l l  Holocene in age, include the alluvium tha t  
has been deposited along the streams, the marine beaches, and the aeolian (wind-blown) 
sands. 

Ano Nuevo State Reserve l ies  i n  an area that  is seismically active. One small branch o f  
an ac t i ve fau l t  can be seen in the c l i f f s  south o f  the present staging point for the seal 
tours, and other branches pass through the reserve. 

The soils a t  Ano Nuevo Reserve are in  a much better condition than those of many other I 
units i n  San Mateo County. This is due t o  the relat ively f l a t  terrain of most of the unit. 
The only place where the soils are subject to excessive erosion is where they occur close - 

t o  the b luf fs  overlooking the ocean. In many places, where people have climbed down the 
bluffs, severe erosion is taking place. 

A t  both Ano Nuevo Point and Frankl in Point, sand dunes cover most of the area. I n  some 
o f  the older areas where-the dunes are well stabilized, soils are beginning to develop as 
the vegetative matter is deposited and mixes w i th  the sand. 

Inland from the sand dunes are soils suitable for agriculture. 

Four creeks cross the lands now owned by the department. These are Ano Nuevo Creek 
on the south boundary, Green Oaks Creek to the north, Cascade Creek, and Whitehouse - Creek. 

Flora: . 
European beach grass is a dominant plant in much o f  the dune area, especially i n  the 
newer acquisitions. Other exotics include sea fig, pampus grass, and many grasses and 
weeds. On the lands previously cultivated, the original vegetation was completely 
removed. A f te r  agricultural use was d~scontinued, a profusion of exotic grasses and 
weeds (primary annuals) took over. A few native species are getting btarted, but the 
process is very slow, due to the competition of aggressive exotics. 

a Gairdner's yampah, an endangered plant, may exist i n  the wet heavy soils. 



Fauna: 

The rockv intertidal areah around Ano Nuevo Point and Ano Nuevo Island are particularly 
rich in invertebrates of many species. The many exposed and protected si tes 'make for a 
variety of habitats. Due t o  the turbidity of the water  during much of the year, the  
dangerous water conditions, t he  presence of white sharks, and the  conflict with the  
pinnipeds, this a rea  is not suitable for an underwater park for skin and scuba divers. 
However, i t  should have underwater preserve status. 

In the recent  past, the re  was an extension of the land out to  the point which is now Ano 
Nuevo Island. At  very low tide, i t  is still possible t o  wade t o  t he  island. The occurrence 
of large numbers of pinnipeds on the  island is probably recent. When Native Americans 
were first present in the area,  the re  were probably just a few animals occasionally 
present on the outermost rocks. Elephant seals  would not have been present since they 
would have been too vulnerable and therefore killed. When t he  lighthouse was first 
established, pinniped numbers probably decreased, because of increased human activity. 
As the  animals ad jus ted  to the presence of humans, their numbers probably increased. 
With abandonment of the lighthouse, the  a rea  became more isolated, and the  pinniped 
populations increased and spread to  areas t ha t  were formerly occupied by people. When 
the  land b r i d g e ~ t o  the  island eroded away, the newly formed Ano Nuevo Island became 
even more isolated, which made i t  even more favorable for the pinnipeds. The 
administrative restriction preventing visitors on the  island and limiting human use t o  
authorized research projects has also made t he  island more a t t rac t ive  t o  t he  mammals. 

The first  known use of the island by elephant seals occurred in 1955, and the  first  use of 
t he  mainland was noted in 1967. The population increase of elephant seals has been 
spectacular,  and they have largely filled up the  island's c a p a c i t y , t h e  main reason the  
rookery has extended to t h e  mainland. 

In 1977, when only 16 elephant seal  births were recorded on the  mainland, i t  was 
estimated by LeBoeuf and Panken, in their art icle,  "Elephant Seals Breeding on t he  
Mainland in California," t ha t  in the  next t en  years more than 1,000 seals  would be born 
on t he  mainland (see table  1 below). In 1978, 86 pups were born on t he  mainland, which 
would indicate t ha t  the 1,000 number will probably be reached in less than ten years. If 
this r a t e  of increase continues, t he  mainland population will exceed t he  island population 
in a very short time. The number of bulls on the mainland f i rs t  exceeded the  number of 
bulls on t he  island in 1977. There are  nine or t en  t imes t he  number of female elephant 
sea l s  on the island a s  on the mainland, but i t  is expected t ha t  this ra t io  will change 
considerably in t he  next few years. The island's capacity for  elephant seals has nearly 
been reached, and most of the additional females coming t o  the  a rea  t o  have their  young 
will be restricted to  t he  mainland, where competition for available space is not critical, - 
as i t  is on the island. I t  is expected t h a t  the female population on the mainland will 
exceed t he  female population on t he  island in about five or six years, if the  present r a t e  
of increase continues. Moulting is expected on the mainland in the  near future. This 
indicates t h a t  t he  mainland will become the  major portion of t he  rookery area, and t h e  
animals will be easily observed, a major fea tu re  of the reserve. 



Number of Elephant Seals on Ano Nuevo Mainland (ML) 
and Ano Nuevo Island (AN11 During a Ten-Year Period 

Breeding Season 1968 1- 1970 -1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 

Highest daily 
census of 
males on ML 7 6 3 10 6 18 26 45 64 151 

- Number of 
different males 
on ML per season 7 11 7 15 16 38 44 94 148 320 

Number of 
different males 
onANIperseason 103 120 125 136 146 180 146 143 227 266 

Number of 
females on ML 
at peak season 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 0  1 7 16 

Number of - -- 

females on ANI  
at  peak season 178 219 291 296 341 360 426 556 687 740 

e The increase in elephant seals on the mainland wil l  undoubtedly have an effect on the 
vegetative cover. These large mammals hauling out on the sands will have the effect of 
opening up the vegetative cover, which wil l  keep portions of the sand dunes active and 
moving. In most cases, this wil l  be limited to the peripheral areas, where the seals are 
able to come ashore and haul up on the beaches beyond the high tide line. Some 
vegetation composition changes may occur due to increased growth from fertilizer 
deposits. Bluffs and rocky areas wil l  restrict the animals' access to the dunes. 

Up to the 1977-78 season, the mainland beaches near Ano Nuevo Point were the ones 
most used by the elephant seals. Low sand dunes in back of the beaches permit the 
female seals to haul out and have their young. The male seals are not concerned with 
beaches that. do not allow them to get beyond the high tide line. If the tide traps them, 
they simply go back out to sea. The main breeding area on the mainland has been 
centered amund,.Ano Nuevo Point. When this area fi l ls to capacity, there is a greater - possibility o f  the breeding-area being extended to the north than to the south, since there 
are more suitable areas closer to the north than to the south, especially on the reserve or 
in  the latest additions. 

The trend in  sand dune formation in the past has been movement of the dunes from the 
north to the south and off the point, moving with prevailing winds. Stabilization has been 
occurring in  the northern portion, as the dunes move to the south. This trend wi l l  
continue, until the elephant seal population builds up to where the animals wil l  open or 
keep open some of the dune areas. The amount of this vegetation destruction wil l  be 



dependent on the population buildup, the ease of access, and the amount of time the seals 
are present on the mainland each year. 

Although the elephant seals are a major attraction at Ano Nuevo State Reserve, it must 
not be overlooked that the Steller sea lion rookery is one of the largest south of Alaska. 
These animals are less tolerant of human activities than the elephant seals, and have 
done well only on the remote portions and outlying rocks of Ano Nuevo Island. As early - 
as 1927, when the Department of Fish and Game first initiated pinniped counts, the 
Steller sea lim count at  Ano Nuevo was 1;500 animals. Although many small colonies are 
found to the north of San Mateo County, and a large colony occurs on the Farallon Islands 
on outlying rocks, Ano Nuevo Island provides the Steller sea lions with the type of habitat 
they desire for a breeding area. 

California sea lions are the most abundant species among animals visiting the island, 
although they do not breed here. The animals are nearly all males; about 80 percent are 
adults. The f irst California sea lions were recorded on Ano Nuevo Island in  1936, when 
200 were seen (Orr and Poulter); the largest total count of 13,367 was reported on the 
island in  August 1963 (Orr and Poulter). Since that time, the peak population has seemed 
to be closer to eight or nine thousand animals. 

Harbor seals are the other principal pinniped species using the island for breeding 
purposes, although their numbers are the lowest of the breeding populations. They are 
relatively intolerant of humans, and leave their resting places, which are close to the 
water, if approached too closely. 

Ano Nuevo State Reserve is particularly rich in  natural resources. The reserve has been 
recognized as an Area of Special Biological Significance by the California State Water 
Resources Control Board. The area extends from the junction of Cascade Creek and the 
ocean south to the junction of the Santa Cruz-San Mateo County line and the ocean. 

The California Natural Areas Coordinating Council has also designated this area as one 
of California's natural areas needing additional protection. 

The southern shoreline of Ano Nuevo Point has both beaches and rocky shoreline, backed 
by dunes, cliffs, and terraces. A number of bird species use the cl i f fs for nesting and 
roosting. This shoreline also forms the edge of a bay that is protected from northwest 
winds prevailing through much of the year. Except for the beach near the point, the 
highest tides reach to the base of the cl i f fs and bluffs, which leaves virtually no usable 
space for pinnipeds or visitors when these tides occur. For this reason, the most eastern 
beaches on the south shore are not used by the elephant seals for parturition. There are 
some good surfing waves along the south beach, and surfers use this area, in spite of the 
danger of white sharks. Offshore, a large kelp bed is attached to a rocky bottom that 
contains many marine fossils. Rocks and cobbles containing fossil invertebrates are 
frequently found on this beach. 

Scenic Values: 

The sand dune area of the reserve is very scenic. The northern portion of the dune area 
is quite stable, while the southern portion is largely active and moving. Winds blowing 
across the open dunes leave a never-ending progression, of sand sculpturing. Sand was 



mined from this area in  the late 1950s. A t  one time, there was a pole line extending all 
the way to the island; only remnants st i l l  exist in the channel, and those poles that were 
on the land have disappeared. The lack of development makes the dune area very much 
like a wilderness. 

A t  Ano Nuevo State Reserve and including the recent acquisitions, there are a number of 
creeks with wetland areas. From south to north, these include Finney, Ano Nuevo, Green 
Oaks, Cascade, and Whitehause creeks. The San Francisco garter snake has been found in  
the wetland habitat, and needs protection for i ts survival. Ano Nuevo State Reserve is 
one of only two known localities where the habitat of this species is not endangered by 
human encroachment at the present time. 

The interest that attracts most visitors to the reserve has been the pinniped populations. 
This wil l  increase, as the animal populations increase, and the knowledge of their 
presence becomes more widespread. The ability to take care of more people on the tours 
is limited, due to time, space, and personnel required to conduct such a program. 

Cultural Values: 

The dune systems at Ano Nuevo Point and Franklin Point must each be considered a 
single prehistoric site, with numerous areas used by the Costanoans. Ano Nuevo Point 
was surveyed for archeological sites in  December 1925, by two engineering students from 
Stanford University, under the direction o f  Theodore Hoover. They recorded 33 sites, 
ranging in  size from 6by 6 m  (20 by 20 ft.) to  70 by 120m (230by 400 ft.). A survey 
carried out by Stanford archeology students in 1976 recorded 39 sites at the Ano Nuevo 
dunes. Site location sizes differ considerably from those recorded by the Hoover party in  
1925. Specific sites at  Franklin Point are not known; although the area is rich in 
archeological resources; a study has not been completed. 

Use areas established for the two dune systems included chert processing stations, 
shellfish processing stations, and combination areas. Both the Ano Nuevo and Franklin 
areas have silicate deposits in  the intertidal zone. Local natives traded these cherts, 
which are highly suited to the manufacture of knives, scrapers, projectile points, and 
numerous other chipped-stone tools. 

The principal reason for considering the entire dune area as a site is based on the 
continuous movement of the dunes that cover some sites and expose others. Remnants of 
prehistoric cultures can be expected throughout the dunes. 

The importance and significance o f  Native American resources at Ano Nuevo State 
Reserve cannot be overstressed. No excavations have been carried out on this part of 
the California Coast. In  fact, there is no record of any coastal excavation between San 
Francisco and Santa Cruz. These chert processing areas in the dune systems are of a 
larger magnitude than any others now known on the California coast. These are delicate 
non-renewable resources, about which very l i t t l e  is known. Further research could reveal 
a hitherto unknown Costanoan economic resource, based on chert trading. 

Historic remains at Ano Nuevo include the Steele Ranch complex, the Ano Nuevo Island 
lighthouse complex, the remains of Waddell's wharf, and the public works bridge on old 
State Highway 1. ~ ~ 



The Steele Ranch consists of the creamery, which is thought to have been the earliest 
residence on the property; it was constructed elsewhere in  1869 or 1870, and moved to i ts 
present site in about 1880.' Also included are the main ranch house and two barns, which 
date from about the year 1880; the bunkhouse, dating from the 1920s or 1930s; the 
garage attached to the main house, at least part of which dates from 1951, although 
some of i t s  timbers are much older; a water tower (of unknown date) overgrown with 
vegetation, probably contemporary with the main house and barns; a small, poorly 
preserved wood-frame generator house; and a new ground-level wood water tank. 

The lighthouse complex on Ano Nuevo Island contains structures dating from 1872 to 
1916. These structures are in  rough condition, and the weather is rapidly destroying 
these buildings. 

The remains of Waddell's wharf consist of a single piling on the beach to the northwest of 
the Steele Ranch, and the salvaged timbers used in construction of the two barns, garage, 
and water tower. The old Highway 1 bridge is a low-railed, concrete public works bridge, 
dating from the mid-1930s. 

The founding of Mission Santa Cruz in  1791 brought the area under the influence of a 
permanent Spanish settlement, as the mission's cattle grazed on the verdant coastal 
pastures. After secularization, the Mexican government granted 17,753 acres of "Rancho 
Punta de Ano Nuevo" to Don Simeon Castro. Castro's heirs sold the rancho to an 
American, and the land's ownership changed several times before i t was sold to the 
Steele Brothers, who owned a chain of dairies that produced butter and cheese for the 
San Francisco market. 

It was primarily the Steele family's activities that le f t  visible remains. The existing 
buildings on the property are part of a dairy ranch complex, in operation until the 1930s. 
The agricultural effort then switched to field crops, with use of a sprinkler irrigation 
system that was one of the earliest on the coast. 

Point Ano Nuevo was a shipping station for locally produced lumber products in  the 1860s 
and 1870s. There are few material relics of Waddell's 700-foot wharf, wooden railway, 
and accompanying structures. 

The low, rocky projections of coastline, combined with occasionally heavy fogs, have 
been particularly hazardous to coastal shipping in this area. Several costly and tragic 
shipwrecks in  the vicinity prompted the federal government to install a fog signal (1872) 
and a light (189a) on Ano Nuevo Island, one-half mile of f  the point. Electronic 
navigational aids made the old sound and light signals obsolete, and the island facilities 
were abandoned to the seals and sea lions in 1948. 

Dramas less tragic than shipwrecks were staged in  the hidden coves of San Mateo County 
during the prohibition era; Point Ano Nuevo was just one of the many San Mateo beaches 
used to unload seaborne illegal liquor. 

Recreation Values: 

i Ano Nuevo State Reserve has many features that make it extremely valuable for visitor 
enjoyment. 



I n  the past, it has been used fo r  many activities, which include sightseeing, observation 

a of pinnipeds, scientif ic research, nature study, photography, beachcombing, picnicking, 
sunbathing, underwater diving for abalone, clamming,- fishing, walking, jogging, art ist ic 
pursuits, surfing, wading, swimming, and cultural interests. 

The use of the mainland shore by the elephant seals allows visitors t o  see these large 
mammals firsthand. This is the only known location i n  the world, a t  the present time, 
where the northern elephant seal can be consistently seen on the mainland during the 
breeding season. 

With elephant seals breeding and having their young on the mainland, some o f  the former 
recreational uses that  took place here are being regulated or phased out, to  favor the 
pinnipeds. 

The greatest potential for this reserve is to  manage and preserve the natural ecological 
associations, and to regulate uses so they do not conf l ict  w i th  the basic purposes of the 
reserve. 

DECLARATIONS OF PURPOSE 

Thornton State Beach 

Thornton State Beach is established t o  provide opportunities for the public t o  see, use, 
and enjoy for recreation purposes the ocean beach and related uplands near Daly C i t y  in  
San Mateo County. Public outdoor recreation faci l i t ies may be developed on the state 
beach, providing there is no impairment of the primary scenic and recreational resources. 

a Gray Whale-Cove and Montara State Beaches 

The purpose of Gray Whale Cove State Beach and Montara State Beach is to  make 
available to the public as a recreational resource the sandy beaches, intert idal  rocky 
shorelines, and associated uplands near the town of Montara on the San Mateo County 
coastline. A l l  beach recreational activit ies consistent w i th  perpetuation of the beaches 
and related natural and cultural  values are appropriate for these state beaches. 
Developments shall not impair the scenic quality of these state beaches. 

Ha l f  Moon Bay State Beaci i  

The purpose o f  Ha l f  Moon Bay State Beach is to  make available for public outdoor 
recreational use the sandy beach along the ocean shore, i n  the vicinity of the town of 
Ha l f  Moon Bay i n  San Mateo County. A further purpose o f  this state beach is to make 
preservation of the riparian wetlands o f  Pilarcitos and Frenchmans creeks possible, for 
public observation and passive enjoyment. Beach-oriented recreational activit ies may be 
provided a t  Ha l f  Moon Bay State Beach, but facil i t ies constructed t o  support such 
act iv i t ies may not impair the scenic and natural integrity o f  the beach, or interfere w i th  
preservation o f  the riparian wetlands. 

San Greqorio State Beach 

San Gregorio State Beach i s  established t o  make available for public recreational use and 
enjoyment the sandy ocean beach and adjoining upland at and near the mouth o f  San 



Gregorio Creek, together with t he  cultural and natural  values of t he  lagoon and 
surrounding hills, which contribute t o  enhancement of the ocean environment. 

Pomponio S t a t e  Beach 
0 

The purpose of Pomponio S ta te  Beach is to  make available for public outdoor 
recreational use t he  sandy ocean beach and related recreational, natural, and scenic 
values on the San Mateo County coastline, a t  and near the mouth of Pomponio Creek. 
Public outdoor recreational activities t ha t  re la te  well to the  ocean beach, and t h a t  can 
be  accommodated without affecting the  scenic or natural  integrity of the si te,  may be 
provided. 

- 
Pescadero S t a t e  Beach .~. 

The purpose of Pescadero S ta te  Beach is to  make available for public outdoor 
recreational use t he  sandy beach along the  ocean shore near t he  mouth of Pescadero 
Creek in San Mateo County, and to  preserve for public observation and passive enjoyment 
the  coastal  scenery, t he  rocky intertidal a rea  south of Pescadero Creek, t he  sand dunes, 
and the marshlands at and near the mouth of Pescadero Creek. These marshlands shall 
be preserved in an essentially natural condition. Beach-oriented recreational activit ies 
may be provided a t  Pescadero S ta te  Beach, but facil i t ies constructed t o  support such 
activit ies may not impair t h e  scenic and natural  integrity of t he  beach, or in terfere  with 
preservation of the Pescadero Creek marshlands or the  invertebrates in the rocky 
intert idal  areas. The endangered San Francisco gar ter  snake and t he  rare  black rail shall 
receive full protection. Native American values in the  unit shall be protected,  
preserved, and interpreted. 

Bean Hollow Sta te  Beach 

The purpose of Bean Hollow S t a t e  Beach is to  make available for public outdoor 
recreational use t he  sandy ocean beaches interspersed among t he  intert idal  areas, in t he  
vicinity of Arroyo de Los Frijoles in San Mateo County. A further purpose of this s t a t e  
beach is to preserve for public observation and passive enjoyment the  coastal  scenery, 
the  rocky intertidal areas,  and the plant and animal species the a r ea  supports. 
Beach-oriented recreational activities may be provided in the  unit, but facilities to 
support such activit ies shall be constructed so the  scenic and natural  integrity of the 
a rea  is not impaired. Native American values t ha t  exist  in t he  unit shall be protected,  
preserved, and interpreted. 

Ano Nuevo S t a t e  Reserve 

The purpose of Ano Nuevo S t a t e  Reserve is to  make available for public enjoyment, in an 
essentially natural condition, t he  scenic, biological, ecological, and cultural values of t he  
California coastline, in the vicinity of Ano Nuevo Point, including Ano Nuevo Island. The 
pinniped rookery on Ano Nuevo Island and t he  mainland is a prime resource, and shall 
receive full protection. The endangered San Francisco gar ter  snake shall also receive 
full protection. Day-use recreational activit ies necessary to  permit  people to enjoy t he  
natural  values of this location, and t h a t  will not conflict with these  values, a r e  
appropriate. Every e f for t  shall be made to provide full protection for unrestricted use of 
the  rookery by the  pinniped population. Archeological and historical values tha t  exist in 
the  unit shall be protected and  interpreted. 



DECLARATION OF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT POLICY 

General 

It w i l l  be the resource management policy o f  the department to: 

* Preserve the scenic integri ty o f  the narro N strip o f  land between Highway 1 and the 
ocean by restricting new development to areas where views of the ocean and 
shoreline w i l l  be least affected; 

* Protect  the scenic values of the area by placing developments only where they can 
be readily screened, are mostly out of sight o f  nearby residential areas, or are not 
readily visible f rom Highway 1; 

* Protect  the fragile ocean bluffs from excessive erosion. Any new development w i l l  
be designed so collected runof f  w i l l  not cause erosion on unprotected soil or 
vegetated areas. Access down and across b luf fs  to  the beach w i l l  be located away 
from, or w i l l  be designed to protect, ecologically fragile areas; 

* Protect  a l l  areas that have been disturbed by past development or human use, so 
erosion w i l l  not deteriorate the resources; 

* Refrain f rom developing eroded areas, or areas upslope f rom eroded areas, unt i l  
detailed studies by competent geotechnical personnel have been completed and 
recommendations have been formulated; 

* Design and manage any trails, roads, or other development so human-caused erosion 
w i l l  be minimized; 

* Correct erosion damage caused or accelerated by past human use, including damage 
f rom past grazing; 

* Protect the public f rom hazardous geologic features, such as landslides and active 
faults; 

* Exclude from major development an area on the top o f  the bluffs extending back for 
a distance equal to twice the height o f  the seacliff. In  other words, if a c l i f f  is 50 
feet high, an area 100 feet back f rom the forward base o f  the c l i f f  would remain 
undeveloped. Such areas should not be used as turnouts for heavy vehicles. If it 
becomes necessary or desirable to use these setback areas, competent geological and 
engineering expertise shall be obtained; 

? 

* Maintain native and exotic plant species for landscaping and erosion control, 
compatible w i th  existing vegetation; 

* Restr ict  new upland development o f  trails, roads, and public use areas to the f lat test 
grades possible, to mit igate erosion and landslide problems; 

* Keep horses o f f  the state park units when they conf l ict  w i th  other uses; 

* Protect  Nat ive American and other prehistoric and historic resources. A l l  
archeological sites i n  the project area are sensitive, and must be preserved f rom any 



immediate development. Secondary impacts should be avoided. Until funds a r e  
allocated for consultation with local Native Americans, the department must 
maintain a preservation ethic, pursuant to  the Public Resources Code, Division 5, 
Chapter 1.75, Section 5097.94, par t  f; 

* Pro tec t  the scenic values of the project area by locating overnight developments 
where they will not be readily visible from Highway 1, or where they can be 
adequately screened by vegetation; 

* Plant native species for landscaping and screening, if needed around development 
areas. In already developed areas t ha t  have nonnative species, additional plantings 

- 
or  replacements will be with native plants; 

* Pro tec t  any rare, endangered, or unique plant or animal species or their  habitat  
found in the project  area; 

* Eliminate agressive exotic plant species in the project  area; 

* Control leasebacks of agricultural lands so they will not be detrimental  to  t he  soils, 
vegetation, or cultural values, and so  they will not be incompatible with other 
department purposes; 

* Exclude wildfires from the s t a t e  park units. Prescribed burning may be used a s  a 
management tool, to perpetuate the  natural terres t r ia l  ecosystems; 

* Keep livestock off the s t a t e  park units, to  l e t  the areas  come back to  t he  type of 
vegetation they will support naturally; 

* Manage unstable land, such a s  sea  cliffs and land subject  to  landslides, s o  the  
stability of t he  land is not-reduced by human actions; 

* If possible, spread all collected water  in ditches, culverts, or other collecting 
devices, before i t  is allowed to  reach a volume t ha t  will erode t he  soils; 

* Allow no development in wetland areas,  except  for wetland enhancement and 
interpretive trails; 

* Provide interpretive services for enrichment of visitor experiences; 

* Carry ou t  all planning, operational, and resource management activities a t  the  s t a t e  
park units in acordance with the department's Resource Management Directives. 

Specifics 

Half Moon Bay S t a t e  Beach 

It  will be the resource management policy of the department to: 

* Maintain t he  stabilized dune area  with plant cover. If i t  is not feasible or practical  
to  replace the  existing exotic beach grass and s ea  fig with suitable native 
replacements, continue use of these species; 



* Restore  and reestablish a natural ecosystem in t h e  formerly cult ivated lands 
immediately adjacent.  t o  the  natural  lands of the  state beach. This will provide some 
screening from t h e  nearby residential areas; 

* Preserve and protect  Native American s i t e s  CA-SMA:138 and 139. 

San Greqorio S t a t e  Beach 

I t  will b e  the resource management policy of the  depar tment  to: 

7 * P r o t e c t  t h e  riparian and wetland areas  adjacent t o  San Gregorio Creek,  in 
conformance with the  policy of the  S t a t e  Resources Agency t o  protect  the  wetlands 
of the  state.  A minimum buffer str ip of 30.5m (100 ft.) must separate  any 
development from a wetland area. A study of the  San Francisco gar ter  snake will be 
needed to determine if t h e  snake is present,  and t h e  requirements necessary fo r  i t s  
survival, before any development in or near the  marsh or riparian area. If the  snake 
is present,  t h e  minimum buffer s t r ip  may not b e  sufficient  t o  adequately p ro tec t  it;  

* Preserve what remains of Native American s i t e  CA-SMa:116. Agricultural activit ies 
on and near t h e  s i t e  should be discontinued immediately, until funds are allocated 
for consultation with local Native Americans. 

Pomponio S t a t e  Beach 

I t  will be  the resource management policy of the  depar tment  to: 

* Pro tec t  the  riparian and wetland areas  a t  and next  t o  Pomponio Creek,  in 
conformance with the  policy of the  S t a t e  Resources Agency t o  protect  the  wetlands 
of t h e  state.  A minimum buffer str ip of 30.5 m (100 ft.) must separa te  any 
development f rom a wetland area. Before any development in or near the  riparian 
area,  a study of t h e  San Francisco gar ter  snake will be  needed, t o  determine if t h e  
snake is present, and the  requirements necessary fo r  i ts  survival. If the  snake is 
present, t h e  minimum buffer s t r ip  may not be sufficient  to adequately protect  i t ;  

* Preserve the  ranch s t ructures  on Pomponio Creek; 

* P r e s e r v e  what remains of Native American s i t e  CA-SMa:3, or others t h a t  may be 
discovered. 

Pescadero S t a t e  Beach 

I t  will be the  resource management policy of the department to: 

* P r o t e c t  the  wetland and riparian areas  a t  and next t o  Pescadero and Butano creeks, 
in conformance with the  policy of the  S t a t e  Resources Agency t o  protect  the  
wetlands of t h e  state. Developments in and near  these  wetlands will not be 
permitted until a detailed study of the  endangered San Francisco gar ter  snake is 
made, and i t  has been determined t h a t  such developments and t h e  people they  
a t t r a c t  will not  a f f e c t  the  welfare of this endangered snake, or of the  r a r e  black 
rail, known to exist  in t h e  marsh area. Use of the  marsh by visitors will be  limited 



to specific areas  for instructional and interpretive purposes t ha t  will not conflict  
with the basic purposes of the wetland area; 

* Pro tec t  t he  marsh from sedimentation by other than natural  processes; 

* Restore and establish the  natural  ecosystems in the  formerly cult ivated lands 
immediately adjacent to  the  wetlands of t he  marsh. This will allow for a natural  
gradation of marsh to  upland vegetation communities; 

* Stabilize t he  dune areas using only native vegetation, and res t r ic t  visitor use so t h a t  
this can be accomplished. 

Bean Hollow Sta te  Beach 

I t  will b e  the resource management policy of the department to: 

* Pro tec t  and preserve t he  intertidal area; 

* Preserve Native American archeological si tes CA-SMC::! ( temporary designation), 
CA-SMa:118, CA-SMa:117, and others t ha t  may be  located in t he  future. These 
cultural resources must not be disturbed by development. 

Ano Nuevo S t a t e  Reserve 

I t  will b e  the resource management policy of the department to: 

* Develop a management program for Ano Nuevo Island, in cooperation with t he  
University of California a t  Santa  Cruz, t he  district  resource ecologist, and the  
Resource Preservation and Interpretation Division. This management program will 
include such things as: rabbit control, island cleanup, blinds, o ther  development, 
study needs, and scientif ic research; 

* Pro t ec t  the riparian and wetland areas  a t  and next to  the  creeks a t  Ano Nuevo S t a t e  
Reserve, in conformance with t he  policy of t he  S t a t e  Resources Agency to protect  
the  wetlands of the state. Protection may include seasonal or yearly closure of 
prime habitat. No development will be allowed on or within 100 f ee t  of these  
riparian areas  until i t  is determined tha t  such developments, and the people they 
a t t r a c t ,  will not a f fec t  t he  welfare of the  endangered San Francisco gar ter  snake. 
Developments in these areas  will be limited to  wetland enhancement or interpretive 
trails; 

* Restore and establish a natural  ecosystem in the  formerly cultivated lands 
immediately adjacent to the  natural  lands of t he  reserve; 

* Keep all natural  areas  on the reserve not presently under cultivation or development 
in an undeveloped condition, except  t h a t  trails may be developed for  interpretive 
purposes, and seasonal temporary developments t ha t  protect  the resource or enhance 
interpretation of t he  resource may be used. f!o permanent developments other than 
trails  are to  be made in the natural  areas; 



* Maintain and enhance the native beach strawberry plant and i ts  habitat i n  a pure 
genetic state a t  the unit; 

* Preserve and protect the natural stands o f  Monterey pine i n  San Mateo County; no 
facil i t ies other than trails w i l l  be developed in the naturally occurring Monterey pine 
groves, found near Ano Nuevo Creek; 

* Avoid the appropriation o f  water f rom the reservoir or creeks for other uses or 
purposes if it w i l l  diminish these water supplies or dry up the associated riparian 
habitat, since water supplies and the adjacent vegetative habitat are important 
elements o f  the San Francisco garter snake's environment; 

* Assign pr ior i ty to  the elephant seal (except for rare or endangered species) over 
other natural resources if there is a conf l ict  between the seals and these other 
resources; 

* Restr ict  any type o f  human use by law, regulation, or access, if such use is directly 
or indirectly detrimental to the pinnipeds or the San Francisco garter snake; 

* Preserve and maintain the nineteenth-century structures associated w i th  the Steele 
Ranch, that  have both local and statewide significance; 

* Remove human developments and debris from Ano Nuevo Island that  may be a 
hazard or interfere wi th pinniped ecology; 

* Permit, i n  the natural portions of the reserve, only trai ls that  w i l l  not be harmful t o  
animals, plants, or other natural or cultural features present. If they do present a 
threat, they w i l l  be modified or abandoned. If abandoned, and there is need for 
resource rehabilitation, it w i l l  be accomplished; 

* Maintain the public works bridge as a historic resource; 

* Preserve and protect the prehistoric areas a t  Ano Nuevo and Franklin points. 

On October 8, 1971, the California Park and Recreation Commission adopted Policy 
Number 37: 

It is the policy o f  the Commission tha t  no pinnipeds shall be collected within 
Ano Nuevo State Reserve and that  the lands of the Reserve, both mainland and 
insular, shall be protected and managed for the primary purpose of providing a 
natural environment for pinniped l i fe  and related natural systems, w i th  no 
direct disturbance o f  the pinniped population by man. 

A l l  additional land acquisitions contiguous to Ano Nuevo State Reserve w i l l  become a 
par t  o f  the reserve. I f  reclassification o f  the reserve a t  some future date is considered, 
a detailed study of the endangered San Francisco garter snake must be made before any 
proposed change. The growth o f  the mainland elephant seal rookery w i l l  be another very 
important consideration; and it w i l l  be a number o f  years before the extent of the 
expansion can adequately be appraised. 



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
CARRYINGDUT THE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT POLICIES 

General 

New turnouts, parking, and general access  at the  unit should be located only where they 
will not  significantly impair the quality of scenic vistas. Suitable locations would include 
a reas  not generally visible from present residential developments; areas  tha t  are well 
screened; areas t h a t  are generally blocked from upcoast or downcoast viewing; and areas  
of such poor viewing t ha t  only distant ocean skylines can be seen. 

Drainage from roads and parking lots shall be collected and run on or in a s t ructure  to  
s a f e  locations, so  erosion will not occur on the  fragile bluffs, o r  the soils become so  
saturated t h a t  slipping and slumping will be activated. Both trails and roads should be 
constructed on minimum grades. Trails on and down the  bluff areas  should be planned 
and appropriately marked to ge t  people from the  parking a rea  to  vista points, or to the  
ocean, without causing further land instability. The t ra i ls  shall be  graded s o  they do not 
collect  large amounts of runoff. If th is  is not possible, they shall have drainage systems 
similar to those of the roads and parking lots. In some locations, use of a suitable, hard 
surface material  on trails,buch a s  soil cement,  should be encouraged t o  firm the  fragile 
soil t ha t  is subject t o  erosion. Volunteer trails shall be  blocked off or their  use 
discouraged by some other method. 

Even slight changes in water amounts can severely a f fec t  the r a t e  of erosion, so  several  
specific recommendations are made. First, introduction of effluent onto areas ra ted a s  
having a high or very high erosion hazard, or ra ted a s  being an eroded soil, shall be 
avoided. Second, areas  ra ted as having a high to very high erosion potential, or ra ted as 
being eroded soils, require a high degree of engineering t o  prevent the  concentration of 
runoff or added water  to  the  eroded slopes. This second recommendation can be 
achieved in many cases either by avoiding the  placement of trails  and roads on or above 
such areas, or by engineering t he  trails and roads so they are  not in themselves 
collectors. Parking lots a c t  a s  collectors of water. The water  is then drained into lower 
areas  down the  trails. This shall not be done. Efforts shall be made to  drain parking lots 
properly, so  the water does not drain down the trails  to  the  beach, thus causing erosion 
problems and shortening t he  lives of t he  trails themselves. 

Due to  the extremely unsightly e f fec t s  of erosion along the San Mateo Coast ,  the  areas  
noted a s  having eroded soils (this is noted on t he  soil maps in t he  Inventories of Features,  
on fi le with the department,  by symbols ending in 2 o r  3) shall be further investigated, 
and mitigating measures shall be instituted. It is realized t ha t  these measures will be 
extremely expensive. For example, $40,000 to  $80,000 per hectare  may be required t o  
restore t he  land to t he  point where erosion is no longer a serious problem. Development 
shall not  be allowed t o  proceed in areas of eroded soils until a more detailed inventory of 
t he  rilling and other e f fec t s  of erosion can be conducted, and mitigating measures a r e  
implemented. The department's existing expertise in the field of geology should be 
supplemented by t he  expertise of a soil scientist and range reclamationist, to adequately 
address the soil erosion problems in the San Mateo Coast  s t a t e  beaches. 

If fossils are  exposed during construction or other activities, the  district resource 
ecalogist shall be notified, so  he may arrange a proper evaluation of the fossils. 



Significant paleontological s i tes  shall be preserved. In cases where a single fossil is 

a found, it may be more appropriate to  collect t he  fossil, identify i t ,  and e i ther  s tore  i t  o r  
place i t  on display, ra ther  than presere a large area. Where i t  is determined tha t  
construction can proceed, the geologist or other department representative shall 
supervise the removal of all fossils at the site. 

All cultural resources must be protected during any developmsnt. 

Specifics 
~ - - ~ 

Thornton S ta te  Beach zG ~~. . 
Because of the inherent instability of the landslide mass tha t  underlies most of Thornton 
S t a t e  Beach, any grading operations shall be inspected by geotechnical personnel, 
including a geologist, before and a f t e r  such operations. 

The original land a t  Thornton S t a t e  Beach was heavily planted with nonnatives. I t  is not 
considered feasible t o  replace most of these plants with natives. When additional 
plantings a r e  necessary, t he  most suitable native vegetation shall be used. 

Thornton S t a t e  Beach is described in the  Inventory of Features  as almost entirely 
landslide or s teep cliffs, or both. This landslide may, indeed, have been created during 
the 1906 earthquake. I t  is probable tha t  parts of the landslide will be reactivated during 
another major earthquake. In addition, par ts  of t he  landslide are already being 
reactivated,  as indicated by the incipient cracking in the roadway and the approximate 
4-foot-high drop of t h e  entrance road surface in one location. If there  is any 
acceleration of slipping or cracking tha t  requires major road repair, the  expertise of a 

0 
geologist must be obtained. I t  is recommended tha t  all landslide movements be 
monitored closely. It is further recommended t h a t  no major structures be placed on the  
landslide mass, or immediately above the  s teep cliffs. This recommendation is made 
because of the potential for to ta l  loss or destruction of such facilities. I t  may be 
necessary in the  very near future  to  realign the  access road t o  Thornton S t a t e  Beach. 

Should a major earthquake occur, Thornton S t a t e  Beach should be closed until the unit 
can be inspected by a competent geologist, and declared safe. Aftershocks may trigger 
further collapse of the cliffs. 

Because of the impact tha t  the water  has on landslides, i t  is imperative tha t  all 
landslides at Thornton S ta te  Beach be adequately drained. During t h e  early spring of 
1978, the  subdrains west of the contact  s ta t ion were severely damaged. The drains 
themselves rus ted  out, allowing the  water  to  wash out the  entire system. Drains must be  
reinstalled a s  soon a s  they a r e  found to  be worn out and before they become 
nonfunctional. 

Gray Whale Coye and M o n t a x  S t a t e  Beaches . 
Based on the legal requirements of the Alquist-Priolo Special Study Zones Act  of 1972, a 
special geologic study is required before construction of any structures for  human 
occupancy in a zone known to  contain an active fault  (such as the San Gregorio Fault, 
t h a t  is known to pass through Montara S t a t e  Beach). 



The drainage from State Highway 1 south of the Chart House that occurs across the 
existing parking lot, over the cliff, and down the access road to the beach, needs 
immediate attention to correct the erosion problems. 

It is recommended that upon the state's acquiring the McNee property, i t  be immediately 
posted as state park system property, and off-highway vehicle use be prohibited. Several 
off-highway vehicle trails may need immediate attention to prevent further erosion. In 
addition, these trails and the existing old road should be examined closely by 
geotechnical personnel. A comprehensive rehabilitation plan should be completed and 
implemented as soon as possible, and before development of this property. - 

The cut area a few hundred feet east of the highway immediately north of Martini Creek 
shall also be rehabilitated as soon as possible. 

Montara Mountain has been the site of numerous debris avalanches. These high-speed 
mud flows are particularly hazardous to most life-forms. The road design and trail 
design shall not, under any circumstances, act as collectors for water, which then would 
drain into areas prone to debris avalanching. The soils that form on the granite on 
Montara Mountain are particularly susceptible to debris avalanching. The northern 
slopes, a few hundred feet outside the project boundaries, have been the site of major 
debris avalanches. It is important not to site campgrounds and other inlensive-use 
facilities in  the path of a potential debris avalanche; where one has occurred, others can 
be expected to develop during periods of intensive rainfall. It is essential in the design 
and location of fire roads and other access roads, and on the mountain itself, to consider 
the effects of erosion on the roads, and the effects of the roads on erosion. Competent 
geotechnical advice should be obtained during the design phase of the roads. The 
recommendations of the Erosion and Sediment Control Handbook (Amimoto, 1978) shall 
be strictly adhered to. - 

I f  electricity or other utilities are needed, they shall be placed underground so they do 
not blight the skyline and spoil the present uncluttered view which shall be preserved. 

Half Moon Bay State Beach 

The eucalyptus trees near Frenchmans Creek should be thinned out and eventually 
eliminated, to favor the pines in the stand. 

San Greqorio State Beach 

The parking lot  at San Gregorio State Beach is in need of repair. Efforts shall be made 
to pmperly drain the parking lot, so the water does not drain down the trails to the 
beach, thus causing an erosion problem and shortening the l i fe  of the trai l  itself. 

On the hillside immediately upcoast from the parking lot, erosion control efforts in  the 
past have been unsatisfactory, and accelerated erosion is occurring. Erosion control 
must start at the very top of the hi l l  so runoff can be controlled before it accumulates 
and further enlarges the gullies already present. This project needs immediate attention. 

The upland area to the east of State Highway 1 and south of San Gregorio Creek is 
covered with scrub and some grassland. Some ril l ing is apparent on the grassy slopes, and 



a major rill is forming beneath the scrub canopy. Due t o  the extremely steep nature o f  
the slopes and the erodibility o f  the soils, it is recommended that  use of these slopes fo r  
foot t ra f f i c  and/or roads be careful ly planned and regulated. Any trai ls or roads bui l t  on 
such slopes shall be bui l t  a t  the lowest grade possible, to  reduce surface erosion. 

Next to State Highway 1 on the ocean side just south of San Gregorio Creek, a rill is 
evident where the water drains o f f  the highway and ontc the side slopes. This rill, 
although somewhat vegetated, is s t i l l  apparent f rom a distance of 200m (660 ft.). The 
sea cl i f fs~themselves are fair ly steep south of the parking lot. Some of the material  has 
recently collapsed onto the sandy beach. . 
The area between San GregGrio State Beach and Pomponio State Beach on the ocean side 
o f  the highaay consis ts~of  h i g h  coastal bluffs overlooking the ocean. Because of the 
problems of erosion of coastal b luf fs  it is recommended that  no trai ls be constructed i n  
this area. To do so would be to inv i te  further erosion problems, since it would inv i te  
visitors into this hazardous area, and some might attempt to cl imb down the c l i f f  to  the 
beach below, exposing themselves to danger and damaging t o  the environment. 

A t  the top o f  the grade immediately south o f  San Gregorio State Beach parking area, 
there is a turnout to the right. Immediately south of the turnout there is a highly eroded 
area. The drainage of the turnout is such tha t  the water f rom the turnout drains into this 
eroded area, thus increasing erosion; it may, i n  fact, have created the highly eroded 
area. This area shall be rehabilitated. The public shall not be allowed t o  cl imb over 
these highly eroded slopes because of the precipitous drop (on the order o f  61 m (200 ft.) 
over the sea cliff). Coordination w i th  CALTRANS w i l l  be needed. Across the road f rom 
this turnout is a road cut tha t  is beginning to show the effects of erosion above the road 
cu t  surface itself. Eventually, the soil w i l l  erode back, undermining the fence east of the 
highway. 

A t  road marker 17.00, the fields to the east are eroded i n  a few places, and deep gullies, 
perhaps as deep as 6 m (20 ft.), are obvious. In some places, these gullies have begun to 
erode back into the fields. Immediately south of this area is another turnout to  the right, 
very similar to the one previously described. 

I n  the area east of the highway, some eroded areas are apparent. Although these areas 
may seem relatively minor, the soils are very thin and fragile. Trails and roads shall be  
kept to a minimum; where they are necessary they shall be designed so water does not 
concentrate and cause further erosion. Areas along streams shall not be disturbed, for a 
distance o f  about 30.5 m (100 ft.) f rom the streambank. 

Pomponio State Beach - 
No development other than wetland enhancement or interpretive trai ls shall be allowed 
in the riparian arexalong Pomponio Creek. - 
The area between the Pomponio State Beach parking l o t  and San Gregorio State Beach is 
pr imari ly high coastal bluffs overlooking the ocean. If electr ic i ty or other ut i l i t ies are 
needed, they should be placed underground so they do not blight the skyline and spoil the 
present uncluttered view. 

There are no known major paleontological sites at Pomponio State Beach. 



Pescadero State Beach 

Sand dunes on the beach at Pescadero should be allowed to revegetate, and should be 
marked with signs to keep people off. Trails should be constructed around them, not 
through them. 

Ano Nuevo State Reserve 

If a development is desired in  a Monterey pine setting, the pine forest should be planted 
with native stock. This would be appropriate for this area, since Monterey pine is native 
to the area. 

As a tool required for judicious resource management, a resource monitoring program 
shall be initiated before facil ity development. This program wil l  include (but not be 
limited to): 

a. Establishment of permanent plots to monitor the impact of various use intensities on 
significant ecosystem in the unit. Permanent plots wil l  consist of 10 x 10 meter 
quadrants and transects, in sufficient numbers to provide statistically significant 
monitoring results. Plots wi l l  be monitored for abiotic and biotic environmental 
parameters. 

b. Air and water quality monitoring stations. 

c. Macro-climatic and micro-climatic weather stations. 

d. Other monitoring needs, i f  found necessary after approval of the General Plan of the 
unit. Resource monitoring equipment and permanent plot establishment shall be 
established before development begins. 

The Cascade Ranch addition to Ano Nuevo State Reserve has some problems of its own. 
It is actively eroding away near the coastal bluffs. At  present, natural drainage is 
causing the erosion. The dam on the ranch is partly eroded by the sea. 

Trails constructed in the sand dune area wil l  be located so their direction wi l l  be 
crosswise to the prevailing winds; where this is not possible the trai l  lengths shall be as 
short as practicable, to prevent sand dune blow-outs. Trails must be routed around 
cultural deposits. Where existing trails are causing continuing blow-outs, they shall be 
relocated. Revegetation of the abandoned trails should be done with native species, to 
stabilize the sand. 

Trails in the natural area that are used for vehicles (management purposes) should be 
- 

maintained as naturally as possible, and should be located so they wil l  not cause 
detrimental effects to the environment or the Native American cultural sites. 

The garage next to-the Steele ranch house, though not historically important, shall be 
maintained without exterior alterations. The use of the main house (without structural 
alteration) as a ranger residence is appropriate. The barns shall be repaired and used for 
some interpretive purpose, in  addition to their storage capability. The generator house 



can  be removed or replaced. The creamery is  the original residence on the  property, and 
i t s  decay shall be  arres ted and the  building stabilized. The old water  tower shall be  
cleared of the vines which now cover it,  and the  s t ructure  stabilized. The bunkhouse can 
b e  removed. 

There is  a landsliding mass very near the  reservoir, immediately e a s t  of Ano Nuevo 
Island. The reservoir shall b e  inspected (perhaps by t h e  Division of Dam Safety) for a 
determination of its safety. Since the San Francisco gar ter  snake has been reported at 
th is  reservoir, the  dam shall be  maintained: 

- Some salvage of building mater ia ls  from unneeded s t ructures  on Ano Nuevo Island may be 
feasible. St ructures  not needed and unsalvageable shall be  allowed to deteriorate,  but 
shall be removed before they become a sa fe ty  hazard or conflict  with pinniped use. 

~ a d i e l l ' s  wharf and shipping operation should probably be interpreted in one of t h e  
barns. The piling on the  beach shall be  saved as a historical relic. Although an 
interesting possibility, t h e  wharf probably cannot be  interpreted on the  bluff top, because 
the  bluff is extremely fragile and quite dangerous. 

ALL0 WABLE USE INTENSITY 

Thornton S t a t e  Beach . - 

Use intensity on the beaches can be high. 

Use intensity in the  parking lot  area  and in the  valley can be  moderate  t o  high. 

In areas  where the slumped bluff has been stabilized with vegetation, in the  natural  areas  
along the  bluffs, and in other locations subject  to human-caused or increased erosion, use 
intensity shall be light. Where damage will occur, use shall not be allowed. See f i g u r e 3  
for map of use intensities. 

Gray Whale Cove and Montara S t a t e  Beaches 

Use intensity on the  sandy beaches can be  high. There is  a definite need t o  increase 
present personnel serving these  beaches a t  Montara and Gray Whale Cove. 

Use intensity at parking facil i t ies will be  moderate t o  high. These facil i t ies should be  
placed only where they will be acceptable scenically, and will not conflict  with Native 
American cultural  s i t e s  or prime agriculture. Trails and paths from parking a reas  t o  the  
beach or other points of in teres t  must be  carefully planned so damage t o  the  resources 
does not occur. Fragile areas should be avoided. 

. When uplands are acquired, use intensity of this a rea  may be moderate  to heavy on the  
very f l a t t e s t  areas tha t  are not subject  t o  land slippage or landslides. 

On the  steeper uplands, terraces, bluffs, cliffs, intert idal  areas,  natural  areas, and 
cultural  sites, use shall b e  light or res t r ic ted if i t  appears that  human-caused erosion or 
damage will occur. See  figure 8 fo r  map  of use intensities. 



Half Moon Bay State Beach . . .. 

Use intensity on the sandy beaches can be high, as long as there are adequate provisions 
for cleanup after heavy use. 

Use intensity on the adjacent parking lots can be moderate to high. Use intensity from 
the parking lots to the beach areas must be carefully planned to avoid establishment of 
volunteer trails and use corridors down bluffs and other sensitive areas, where use 
intensity should be light to none. 

Use intensity of camping facilities will be moderate to heavy in  areas that are located 
away from residences. 

Use in  and next to riparian areas shall be light; i f  the San Francisco garter snake is found 
in  the area, use shall be prohibited, for protection of this endangered reptile. See 
figure 11 for map of use intensities. 

San Greqorio State Beach 

Use intensity on the sandy beaches can be high, as long as there are adequate provisions 
fce cleanup after heavy use. The present staffing of the San Mateo Coast Area has been 
insufficient to meet the needs of the heavy use that beaches such as San Gregorio are 
receiving. 

Use intensity at parking facilities is expected to be moderate to high, and new facilities 
should be placed only where they wi l l  be scenically and environmentally acceptable. Use 
intensity from parking areas to the beach or other points of interest must be carefully 
planned so damage to the resources does not occur. Fragile areas should be avoided. 

When or i f  additional uplands are acquired, use intensity of this area should be only 
moderate to heavy on the very flattest areas not subject to land slippage. 

On the steeper uplands, terraces, bluffs, cliffs, intertidal areas, natural areas, or cultural 
sites, use should be light or restricted, i f  it appears that human-caused erosion or damage 
wi l l  occur. 

Use intensity around the small marsh at the mouth of San Gregorio Creek should be kept 
to a minimum, to preserve this small ecosystem for the plants and animals that live 
here. See figure 15 for map of use intensities. 

Pomponio State Beach . - .  

Use intensity on the beaches can be high, as long as they are well maintained after heavy 
use. Beaches that are inundated by high tides need special provisions for keeping l i t ter  
from washing out to sea and littering other areas. 

Use intensity between the parking lots and the beach should be very carefully planned, 
and fragile areas should be avoided. Access to the beaches wil l  probably have light to 
heavy use, depending on the location and ease in getting down to the beach. 



In  the upland area, a buffer strip of 30.5 m (100ft.) should be provided next to riparian 

a areas along Pomponio Creek, so use wi l l  remain light. Moderate to heavy use may be 
allowable in areas that have l i t t le slope. On steeper terrain, the use should be light. 

Native American cultural sites should be protected. The historic buildings wil l  need 
protection, but may warrant light use intensity i f  brought up to public use standards (see 
figure 17). 

Pescadero State Beach - 

I - Use intensity in  the marsh area shall be zero. Light use in  selected peripheral areas can 
be accommodated for instructional and educational purposes, but these areas shall be 
well delineated, so encroachment does not occur in  the marsh. 

A natural preserve was established in  the marsh area i n  November 1974. Parts of the 
natural preserve must be closed seasonally, to protect some of the wildlife species that 
breed in  this area. 

Use intensity i n  the dune areas on the beach and in  the marsh area must be very light, or 
the dunes wil l  move into areas where they are not desired, and wi l l  require removing at 
great expense. 

In areas that have been cultivated and developed i n  the past, use intensity can be light to 
moderate, depending upon the location and proposed developments. On the edges of 
cultivated lands where natural vegetation wil l  be encouraged to return, the use intensity 
shall be zero to light. In places where agriculture wil l  not be practiced, more moderate 
use intensity might be feasible. Where developments such as parking are planned, the use 
intensity may be moderate to heavy, provided they do not conflict with other objectives 
of the unit. 

Allowable use intensity on the sandy beach may be heavy, but it should be very light on 
the dunes north of Pescadero Creek. A map of the allowable use intensities is shown in  
figure 20. 

Bean Hollow State Beach 

Use intensity on the few sandy beaches found at this unit can be moderate. However, 
archeological sites on both sides of the Arroyo de Los Frijoles make these areas highly 
sensitive, and parking and access to the beach need very careful consideration. Use 
intensity on the existing parking lots wil l  be moderate to heavy. Public access 
improvements from the parking lots to the beach and intertidal areas must be carefully 

- planned, to avoid establishment of volunteer trails down bluffs and other sensitive areas, 
where use intensity should be light to zero. 

Use along the terraces and at other locations where no development has occurred, such 
as i n  the rocky intertidal area, should be limited t o  light intensity to protect the flora 
and fauna. Trails for observation and interpretation should be the l imi t  of develoment in  
these areas. See Figure 22 for use intensities. 

An0 Nuevo State Reserve 1 

Use intensity in all natural areas of the reserve should be light, with certain areas 
completely restricted from visitor use. Natural areas are those areas that have never 



been cultivated and modified by human use, and those with soils that support natural 
vegetation. This includes the sand dune area, even though portions of it have been mined 
in  the past. 

In  areas that have been cultivated and developed in  the past, use intensity can be light to 
heavy, depending on the location and proposed developments. If the area is to revert 
back to the natural ecosystem, the use should be light, and these areas should be next to 
the natural areas. Where developments such as parking and interpretive facilities are 
planned, the use intensity may be moderate to heavy. 

A map of the allowable use intensities is shown in  Figure 25. 



Maps 
Figures 2-29 











I 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

RESOURCE ELEMENT 
lWRDVL0- D A L  CHECKED 

PLANT LIFE 





RESOURCE E L E M E N T  
APPROVED D A T F  

.w..,.. ..1- -- - 





0 500 1000 1500 

S C A L E  IN F E E T  











. I , . I , I I  

.--- 

L E G E N D  

(Allowable Use Inte.(lsity) 

LOW - Hiking and equestrian trails. 

PRINCIPAL LIMITIATIONS AFFECTING SCOPE & DESIGN 

P - Physical (soils, stope, high tides, flooding, etc.) 

./ B - Biotic sensitivity 

* ~ h e s e  uses will promote the indicated intensity but are not  necessarily the 
approved uses for the area. 





(Allowable Use Intensity) 

EXAMPLES OF TYPES OF USE 

staging area for hikers and equestrians, interpretive displays. 

- Hiking and equestrian trails. 

PRINCIPAL LIMITIATIONSAFFECTING SCOPE & DESIGN 

P - Physical (soils, slope, high tides, flooding, etc.) 

B - Biotic sensitivity 

C - Cultural sensitivjty 

S - Scenic (area visible from major vantage points) 

appr,wed uses for the area. 

L" 

F I G U R E  1lc 

















. 
0 250 500 1000 1500 

SCALE IN FEET 





#... I M - r r M i F I  
RESOURCE ELEMENT DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

, a - 1  " PLANT LIFE APPRDVED 
D 1 T F  CHECKED .- 



I 

RESOURCE ELEMENT DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

PLANT LIFE APPROVED D A T E _ _ _  





RESOURCE ELEMENT 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

PLANT LIFE 
D A T L  

- - 













I FIGURE 25a 



_ ..-.------- 

' I l l  

. RESOURCE ELEMENT DEPARTMENT OF 'PARKS AND RECWnON 
ALLOWABLE USE INTENSITY 

DA- 













LAND USE AND 
FACILITIES ELEMENT 



LAND USE AND FACILITIES ELEMENT 
FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Public Concerns 

Findinqs: The public workshops held during the planning process indicated that there 
were four predominant public concerns along the San Mateo coast. They were: 
(1) traff ic congestion; (2) water availability and sewer disposal; (3)loss of open space and 
natural or wildness values; and (4) lack ofcont ro l  of use, maintenance and cleanup. (This 
last i tem is discussed fully in  the Operations Element, page 185.) . 
Conclusions: These public concerns are valid issues that can be established with factual 
data. 

Recommendations: Future improvements should accommodate and redistribute the 
existing public use without increasing it. Such redistribution should encourage expansion 
of beach accommodations on the northern 20 miles of the San Mateo County coastline, 
and should discourage most expansion of beach accommodations on the south coast area. 

In  accordance with encouraging the use of beaches along the northern 20 miles of San 
Mateo County coastline to an appropriate maximum, it is recommended that active 
support be given to provision of all public accesses to beaches, as described in  the Daly 
City, Pacifica, Half Moon Bay, and San Mateo County local coastal plans. 

Traffic Conqestion 

Findinqs: The state planning team began a study of the traff ic and parking situation and 
presented its findings in the July public workshops. Figure30, "Traffic and Parking 
Investigation", summarizes the data gathered. 

The investigation focused on a study area of mid-coast and south coast San Mateo 
County, and identified five major points of access for the area. These are: (1)State 
Highway 1, at the north of the study area at Devil's Slide; (2) State Highway 92, east of 
Half Moon Bay and west of Skyline Boulevard; (3) State Highway 84, east of San Gregorio 
and west of La Honda; (4) Pescadero Road, east of Pescadero and west of San Mateo 
County Memorial Park; and, (5) State Highway 1 at the south of the study area, at the San 
Mateo/Santa Cruz County line. 

A proportional analysis of estimated 1977 CALTRANS traf f ic  volumes places a 
percentage of traff ic flow on each access point in  relation to the total traff ic entering or 
exiting the zone. Thus, as shown in the t raf f ic  summary table, figure 30, State Highway 1 
north carries about 34 percent of the traff ic entering or exiting the zone, State 
Highway 92 carries about 40 percent; State Highway 84, 8 percent; Pescadero Road, 
4 percent; and State Highway 1 south, 14percent. 

Two other points of interest on State Highway 1, north of Highway 92 i n  Half Moon Bay, 
and just south of State Highway 92 and Half Moon Bay, account for 44 percent and 
26percent, respectively, of the t raf f ic  volume entering Highway 1 from Highway 92. 

1 It should be noted that all major access roads and some roads in  the study area 
experience near-maximum traff ic volumes on busy weekends and holidays. 



These large traff ic volumes have contributed to much frustration for both local residents 
and visitors to the area., For the past three years, accident rates on State Highway 1 
north of Half Moon Bay and State Highways 84 and 92 west of Interstate 280 have 
exceeded expected rates (as estimated by CALTRANS), for similar roads elsewhere in 
the state. 

Park and Recreation Information System (PARIS) data developed by the State 
Department of Parks and Recreation indicates recreation deficiencies in camping and 
picnicking facilities on the San Mateo coast. The PARIS figures are intended to provide 
only a relative indication of recreation needs, and are not to be used as absolute numbers 
of facilities needed i n  San Mateo County. 

The visitor attendance chart, figure 31, shows the popularity of the San Mateo Coast. 

Recreation Facilities Needed 
to  Meet the Demands of Planning District 4* 

Total Facilities Needed: 

Year 1970 1,217 1,760 1,808 321 
Year 1970 1,598 2,309 2,370 421 
Year 1990 2,094 3,022 3,105 552 

Existing Facilities: 

Year 1970 207 1,647 1,953 267 
Year 1980 207 1,647 1,953 267 
Year 1990 207 1,647 1,953 267 

Additional Facilities Needed: 

Year 1970 1,010 113 -145 54 
Year 1980 1,391 662 417 154 
Year 1990 1,887 1,375 1,152 285 

XPlanning Distr ict 4 includes Sonorna, Napa, Solano, Marin, Contra Costa, San Francisco, 
Alameda, Santa Clara, and San Mateo counties. 

Recreation needs, and visitor attendance are reasons for the traff ic congestion problems. - I 
The following information is supplied from the CALTRANS District IV office in San 
Francisco, summarizing planned highway improvements in the next five year plan. It 
should be noted a l l  planned improvements are reviewed by the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission, and priorities are based on needs of the entire Bay Area. 

Highway 1: Improvements on Highway 1 include minor safety and operation minor 
improvements from Sharp Road t o  San Pedro Road, including widening existing 4-lane 
undivided roadway to a &-lane divided highway within the next five years. 
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Highway 1 i n  the Devil's Slide area has an EIR process started. It w i l l  be two years 
before a decision is made regarding an alignment fo r  improvements i n  the area. There 
are no dollars appropriated for improvements within the next f ive years. Funding is 
required. The remainder o f  Highway 1 to the south has minor resurfacing and/or erosion 
control developments planned; no other improvements are anticipated. 

Hiqhway 380 f rom 280 t o  Hiqhway 1: A planning route has been tentatively adopted. 
There is controversy over the EIR. The route has been adopted on paDer only; within one 
year a decision wi l l -be made as to whether to drop the planned alignment or to  accept i t s  
proposal. There is no planned development within the next f ive years for Highway 380. 

Hiqhway 92: There are planned truck-climbing lane improvements to be made within the 
next three years and resurfacing between Highway 1 and Highway 280. 

Highway 84 f rom La Honda t o  280: There w i l l  be widening from the existing width to 
approximately a 28-foot wide section, including shoulder improvements, a l l  to  be done 
within the next f ive years. From L a  Honda to Highway 1 there are no planned 
improvements within the next f ive years. 

Parking: The parking situation for state units on the San Mateo County coast, including 
vehicle spaces for camping, is summarized in the following table: 

Existing Total  Park- Proposed Total 
Parking on (Vehicles ing Dayt ime/ Parking on (Vehicles 

Beach Un i t  State Land Overniqht) Overniqht State Land Overniqht) 

Thornton 150 ( 0) 200 175 
Montara '15 ( 0) 500 **330 
Ha l f  Moon Bay 440 (51) 1,200 1,000 (170) 
San Gregorio 

and Pomponio 310 ( 0) 1,100 
Pescadero 2 88 ( 0) 400 
Bean Hollow 49 ( 0) 350 80 ( 0) 
Ano Nuevo 100 (4) 350 305 (0) 

1,300 (51) 4,050 2,785 (310) 

* Does not include 240-~ehicle parking on private land a t  Gray Whale Cove 
** Includes 20 vehicles for hostel a t  Montara Lighthouse 

There are 1,410 day-use vehicle and 51 camping-vehicle parking spaces now provided by 
a l l  state units, f rom Thornton State Beach on the north to Ano Nuevo on the south. On 
peak use days, i t  is estimated tha t  more than 4,000 vehicles are parking, either legally or 
illegally, on public or pr ivately owned land. 

Parking deficiency for the San Mateo Coast area relat ive to nationwide standards for 
recreation capacity of beaches helps to explain this context of beach use intensity. 
Beach capacity standards (100 square feet per person) would require 38,210 parking 
spaces, or 12 times the number proposed by this plan. This plan does not base the parking 
needs on recreation carrying capacity for beaches, but rather, on the existing physical 
and psychological constraints pointed out by concerned citizens. 



It is a mistake to perceive the proposals and recommendations of this plan in  the context 
of standard beach recreation carrying capacity, because these plans propose.al1 facilities 
in a context of far less intensive use. 

The public concerns a b u t  more parking are valid; the recreation capacity for the San 
Mateo Coast area is low density compared with other recreation beaches i n  California, 
but parking is st i l l  deficient. 

Conclusions: Nearly three-quarters of the traff ic on the 50-mile Length of the San Mateo 
coast enters the coastal area within the northern 20 miles of the county, via State . 
Highway 1 through Devil's Slide, and State Highway 92 through Half Moon Bay. 

The existing number of parking spaces on state beach property does not accommodate 
the number of vehicles now entering the San Mateo Coastal Zone. 

Recommendations: I t  is recommended that parking and support facilities be increased to 
an appropriate maximum throughout the northern 20 miles of the San Mateo coast. An 
appropriate maximum implies minimal environmental impact, no change of land form, 
and enhancement of vegetation in  and around the facilities constructed to accommodate 
cars and people. Additional parking in  this region should reduce unnecessary motoring 
through midcoast communities for visitors seeking beach access. 

Conclusion: Traffic congestion can be reduced, and more people can get to the beaches, 
if fewer people come i n  cars. 

Recommendation:. Encourage people to take buses to the beach. Allow free admittance 
to beaches by bus users. Make beach bus stops adjacent and handy to beach access. 
Provide convenient service to al l  state beaches. Provide free and safe parking at  
Thornton State Beach or Daly Ci ty area for bus users. 

Recommendation: Encourage bicycling and hiking to the beach. Allow free admittance 
to beaches by bikers and hikers. Implement the proposed hostel plan, which recommends 
hostels at Pigeon Point and Montara lighthouses. Implement the bicycle trails plan, 
which recommends bicycle trails on the CALTRANS right of way and in  State Park 
System units along the San Mateo Coast. 

Conclusion: A level of frustration occurs with weekend peaks of traff ic congestion. 
Rather than fight traff ic to the San Mateo coast beaches, people may pursue alternative 
kinds of recreation. 

Recommendation: Increase public information about t raf f ic  congestion, to enable people - to make a choice of what they do and where they go, based on accurate t raf f ic  
information and beach accessibility. Radio broadcasts, computer signs, and telephone 
information centers should be provided on the San Mateo Coast. 

~ - -  
Conclusion: Entrances to state-owned beaches cause varying degrees of traff ic 
cmgestion, because of poor entrances and exits of f  Coast Highway 1. These entrance 
and exit areas are hazardous. It is currently diff icult to te l l  the difference between a 
public beach access point and a privately-owned driveway. 



Recommendation:_ Improve al l  proposed entrances and exits, t o  include highway 
markings, signs, t ra f f i c  signal lights, l e f t  turn lanes, acceleration and deceleration lanes, 
sight distances, and speed limits, to meet high-quality safety standards. Restr ict  vehicle 
access i n  unauthorized areas through the use o f  signing, vehicle barriers, gates, fences, 
and enforcement of rules and regulations. 

Future public information should better define: 

(1) Legal public beach access points 
(2) Public and private property boundaries 
(3) Rules and regulations 
(4) Availabil i ty of public parking spaces a t  each uni t  
(5) Road and t ra f f i c  conditions 

Water Availabil i ty and Sewage Disposal 

Findinqs: Figure 32, "Domestic Water Availabil i ty Investigation", shows the existing San 
Mateo County Coastside Water D is t r i c t  boundaries and groundwater basins. 

The Daly C i t y  Municipal Water D is t r i c t  now serves Thornton State Beach facilities. 
About 50 percent of the district's water comes from the San Francisco Water 
Department, and 50 percent from groundwater from wells. 

The Nor th  Coast County Water Dist r ic t  adjoins the proposed McNee Ranch addition to 
Montara State Beach. The distr ict  provides water to  the C i t y  o f  Pacifica, and is 
dependent on the San Francisco Water Department for about 99percent of i ts water. A 
small supply comes f rom creek diversion. Existing wells provide water to  the inland 
properties of the McNee Ranch, while no water is available f rom Gray Whale Cove t o  
about the center o f  Montara State Beach. Groundwater basins i n  the area have an 
unknown amount of sea water intrusion. 

The Citizens U t i l i t y  Company, which serves the community o f  Montara, relies solely on 
groundwater fo r  i ts supplies. The distr ict  boundaries adjoin the McNee Ranch property 
on the south, and a portion o f  Montara State Beach. 

The Coastside County Water Dist r ic t  supplies the C i t y  o f  Ha l f  Moon Bay, E l  Granada, 
and Ha l f  Moon Bay State Beach facilities. About 65 percent of the water is obtained 
from the San Francisco Water Department, 25 percent f rom creek diversion, and 10 
percent f rom wells. There are existing wells on Ha l f  Moon Bay State Beach property 
that have poor water quality. 

Proposed expansion o f  the water distr ict  facil i t ies has been denied by the Regional 
Coastal Commission, pending completion of the local coastal plan. The current system is 
considered to be at capacity use, and no new hookups are allowed. 

There are no domestic water districts on the coast side f rom below Ha l f  Moon Bay to t,he 
south county line. 

There are wells at each state unit  f rom San Gregorio to Ano Nuevo o f  varying quantity 
and quality. Generally, flows are minimal. 



Water had to be hauled by truck to the ranger residence a t  Bean Hollow State Beach for 
a year during the past drought, but flows have since resumed. 

Saline water is used for washing and flushing of toilets a t  the Bean Hollow comfort 
station. No drinking water is available to the public at this unit. 

San Gregorio, Pomponio and Pescadero state beaches have no public water facilities. 
Residents i n  the area are dependent on groundwater and stream diversions. 

The groundwater quality i n  and around the community o f  Pescader0.i~ so poor that the 
county requires al l  schools, restaurants, and other public facilties to import their water. 

A t  Ano Nuevo State Reserve, existing wells support two ranger residences. 

Numerous intermittent springs appear over the entire coastside hills and bluffs. Many of 
these are identified by mapping i n  "Soil Survey, San Mateo Area" (USDA and San Mateo 
County Soil Conservation District, January 1969). 

The San Mateo County coastside sanitation districts are plotted i n  figure 33, following. 

The North San Mateo County Sanitation Distr ict serves Daly Ci ty and Thornton State 
Beach. 

The C i ty  of Pacifica Sanitation Distr ict adjoins the McNee Ranch on the north, but does 
not now provide service to the ranch. 

The Montara Sanitation Distr ict includes all of Montara State Beach and Gray Whale 
Cove, and most of the McNee Ranch property. Currently, no state public beach facilities 
are connected to the district lines. 

The Granada Sanitation Distr ict serves ranger residences on the north end of Half Moon 
Bay State Beach, and the community o f  El Granada. 

The Ci ty  of Half Moon Bay Sewer Distr ict processes the remainder of the Half Moon Bay 
State Beach sewerage. 

There is an attempt underway t o  consolidate the Montara, Granada, and Hal f  Moon Bay 
sewer districts. Problems related to the ocean discharge sites, plant capacities, and 
district boundaries have prolonged the consolidation effort. As with proposed water 
expansion, the Regional Coastal Commission has been reluctant to approve expansion of 
sewage facilties without an approved local coastal plan. 

South o f  Hal f  Moon Bay, there are no sewer districts on the coast side. Community and 
individual wastewater disposal has been accomplished most often with septic tanks and 
leachfields. 



Wastewater pumped from chemical vault toilet  facilities a t  Montara S t a t e  Beach, San 
Gregorio S t a t e  Beach, Pornponio S t a t e  Beach, Pescadero S t a t e  Beach, Bean Hollow Sta te  
Beach, and Ano Nuevo S t a t e  Reserve is hauled t o  Half Moon Bay for disposal. 

Residences for s t a t e  park personnel a t  Bean Hollow and Ano Nuevo have sept ic  tanks and 
leachfields. 

Figure 34, "Soil Type Table and Plot Plan", illustrates types of soils suitable for on-site 
wastewater disposal. 

Soil types not listed or shown on the  plot plans are  deemed undesirable for on-site 
wastewater disposal. The final selection of disposal areas must be substantiated by field 
investigations and detailed soil analysis, including soil borings and percolation testing. 

San Gregorio S ta te  Beach, Pomponio S ta te  Beach, Pescadero S t a t e  Beach, and Ano Nuevo 
S t a t e  Reserve all have soil types with slight to  moderate restriction ratings for on-site 
wastewater disposal. Bean Hollow Sta te  Beach is t he  only unit south of Half Moon Bay 
with soil deemed unsuitable for wastewater disposal. 

The following list of potential on-site wastewater disposal techniques is presented t o  
illustrate the possibilities for units not served by a sewer district. 

List  of Potent ia l  On-site Wastewater Disposal Techniques 

* Septic tank with leachfield 

* Cluster leachfields (central leachfield a rea  for  more than one sept ic  tank) 

* Septic tank with mound system (mound leachfield of sand fill over otherwise 
unsuitable soil) 

* Septic tank with sprayfields 

* Overland flow (sheet flow of wastewater over sloping terraces,  planted with 
water-tolerant grass) 

* Ponds or lagoons (uses evaporation and/or percolation) 

* Cornposting privies 

* Septic tank with seepage pits 

* Aquaculture (uses plant and animal life to  t r e a t  water)  

* Aqueonics (agitated sept ic  tank, followed by chlorination and ozonation) 

* Conventional sewage t reatment  plant (primary, secondary, or ter t iary  t reatment)  

* Incineration 



One additional wastewater disposal alternative not listed as on-site is the vault and haul 
method, mentioned previously as the existing primary means for disposal in the South 
Coast Region. 

The f inal  selection of the wastewater disposal technique for each uni t  is beyond the 
scope of this report, and w i l l  be based on further investigation and information gathered 
in the working drawing stage of each proposed development. 

Conclusion: There are water and sewer districts i n  the northern 20 miles of the San 
Mateo County coastline (specifically, these water and sewer districts serve Ha l f  Moon 
Bay, Montara, and Thornton state beaches). There are no water or sewer districts south 
o f  Ha l f  Moon Bay on the San Mateo coast. Water i n  this area is available i n  small and 
inconsistent quantity and quality through wells and surface collection. On-site sewage 
disposal south o f  Ha l f  Moon Bay on the San Mateo coast is also restricted; increases in 
disposal are dependent on investigation and gathering of additional information. 

Recommendation: Increase parking and support facil i t ies to an appropriate maximum 
throughout the northern 20 miles of the San Mateo coast. An appropriate maximum 
implies minimum environmental impact, no change o f  land form, and enhancement of 
vegetation i n  and around the facil i t ies constructed to accommodate vehicles and people. 

Conclusion: There are economic and environmental advantages to on-site water 
collection and sewage disposal systems. ~ ~ 

Recommendation: Hauling of water or sewage w i l l  not be done unless every feasible 
method o f  on-site water collection and sewage disposal has been explored and proposed 
by the department, and rejected by local control agencies. A l l  development proposals 

a shall conform to State Park System standards for providing public sanitation facilities. 

Loss o f  Open Space and the Feelinq o f  Wildness 

Findinqs: A comparison of the San Mateo Coast State Park System units was made, t o  
evaluate open space, naturalness, and the feeling o f  wildness that the units possess in 
relation to each other. The following cr i ter ia  were used: 

* The amount of open space within each unit. 
* The amount of open s p a c e l G n d i n c  each unit. * The quality o f  naturalness the fee l~ng  of w~ldness within each unit. 
* The quality of naturalnesslthe feeling of wildness surroundinq each unit. 
* The remoteness of each uni t  f rom major population centers. 

A tota l  of 5,085 acres are included i n  State Park System lands on the San Mateo Coast. 
O f  these, 1,230 acres are at Ano Nuevo Reserve, and 635 acres are at Pescadero State 
Beach and Natura l  Preserve. Pescadero and Ano Nuevo are also the most remote of a l l  
San Mateo Coast units, i n  that they require the longest driving times f rom major 
population centers i n  the Bay Area. 

Another major undeveloped land mass is Montara Mountain, which includes 1,640 acres of 
steep, chaparral-covered slopes. While this is a natural and wi ld area, it is within one 
hour's driving t ime f rom downtown San Francisco. Many views f rom Montara Mountain 
include Bay Area cit ies and the coastal towns o f  Montara, Moss Beach, and Ha l f  Moon 
Bav. 
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San Gregorio and Pomponio (850 acres) constitute the only other sizeable land mass o f  
major open space and naturalness or wildness value. They require nearly as much driving 
t ime to reach as Pescadero and Ano Nuevo. 

Conclusion: The units within State Park System lands along the San Mateo County coast 
that are most remote, wild, and unimpacted by civi l ization are San Gregorio, Pomponio, 
Pescadero, Bean Hollow, and Ano Nuevo. - 
Recommendation: Increase parking and support facil i t ies to an appropriate n~ax imum at 
coastal areas that are least remote and most impacted by civi l ization (this applies . specifically i n  this plan to Thornton, Montara, and Ha l f  Moon Bay state beaches). An 
appropriate maximum implies minimal environmental impact, no change o f  land form, 
and enhancement o f  vegetation i n  and around the facil i t ies constructed to accommodate 
vehicles and people. 

Conclusion: Much of the natural and wildness qualities of the San Mateo coast coastline 
units can be retained or improved by getting vehicle parking areas and recreation support 
faci l i t ies out of sight. 

Recommendation: Parking facil i t ies should maintain a low visual profile. Discourage 
overnight parking of recreation vehicles and mobile homes a t  state beach units, and 
encourage private landowners to develop adequate facil i t ies for RV use. The KOA 
campground currently proposed i n  the Pacif ica Local Coastal Plan is a good example o f  
private-sector recreation use. 



Maps 
Figures 30-34 
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LAND USES AND PROPOSED DEVELOPMENTS 

The existing land uses, proposed land uses, chief recreation needs, proposed additions, 
and specific development proposals for each unit are  outlined on the page opposite t he  
general plan map for each unit (see following pages). These proposals are in line with the 
objective of redistributing, ra ther  than increasing, public use of the  units and providing 
be t te r  accommodations for the safety  and general enjoyment of the visitors. - 
Any landscaping done in conjunction with proposed development will use native species, 
if a t  all possible. 



THORNTON STATE BEACH 

. . 

Existinq Land Use Proposed Land Use 
Sandy beach - 8 ha (20a.1; 970 m (3,200 1. ft.) Same 

sunbathing, beach play 
Bluffs; steep slopes - 72 ha (180 a.) Same 

hiking, scenic open space 
' Thornton Valley - 2 ha (5  a.) picnicking, , Addition of group camping in existing picnic area - 

parking, hiking, open space 
Upper coastal terrace - 8 ha (20 a.) opm space 12 a. -same; 8 a. -camping, parking, park office 

- ~ 

Chief Recreation Needs 
hike-tn and groLp camping fac:lities; aodirional parking 

Pro osed Additions 
T t o  parcels ( ha;-a.) onupper coastal terrace and abandoned highway corridor between park entrance road and 
Mussel Rock 5 0 t h  areas $e currentiy owned by CALTRANS) 

Proposed Development . ,~ . .. 
Thornton Valley . .~ 

1 PaFkinq: ren_ovatek~@ing 150-car parking lot to include bus loading zone. 
2) yp ~ a m p ~ f n ~ q  per.@L~groups o f  up ta 20 persons to camp in existing picnic are6 (by reservation only). 
3) drnln~stratlon: add gmall shop for park maintenance at ei ist ing restroom, north end of parking lot. 
4) Interpr.etive facility_: cmvert  existing park office to interpretive facility. 

Upper Coastal Terrace ' 

1) Administration: construct new park office and entrance station on northern parcel. 
2) Parkinq:;de@lop 25-car parking area on northern parcel. 
3) C- develop 30-site campground (for vehicles 18 ft. or less) and restroom. 

0 9 ~  
Slqnlnq: i"s&all signing to direct t raf f ic  to the SB from Highway 280, Highway 1, Skyline Boulevard #35, and 
Daly City Boulevard. 

~ ~ 





GRAY W H A L E _ C O ~ F I ~ . 1 5 D ~ R A  STATE BEACHES 

I ,I a 
Existing Land Use 

Sandy beach - 1 0  ha (25 a.); 1,704 m (5,500 ft.) 
Proposed Land Use 

Same , 
sunbathing, beach play 

Steep cliffs; rocky shoreline - 1.6 ha (4 a.); Same 
2,600 rn (8,500 ft.) scenic open space 

Coastal terrace - 24 ha (60 a.) lighthouse (3 a.), convers ionof  lighthouse to hosts1 
prime agricultura (45 a.), scenic open space Development of 2 a. open space for parking and 
and riparian habitat  (12 a.) walk-in campground 

Steep, chaparral-covered slopes - 656 lla (1,640 a.) Adaptation of Martini Creek structures to park 
mostly gpen space (Montara Mt.); few siructures administration uses, and developed area a t  
in Green Valley and Martini Creek areas, Green Valley to walk-in campground 
240-car parking lot in Gray Whale Cove drainage 

Chief Recreation Need 
Additional parking (currently a s  many as 500 cars park illegally along H~qhway 1) 

P ro  osed Additions 
TPwo areas--McNee Ranch (600 ha, or 1,500 a.) eas t  of Highway 1 and a parcel (2.4 ha or 6 a.) just north of Gray 
Whale Cove 

Proposed Development 
Gra Whale Cove Area 

1; m. improve existing lot (entrance signs, pavement markings); decrease spaces from 240 to  150; coqstruct 
new restrooms snd contact station (lot would sarve both beach and campgrnund). 

2) Beach access: construct under or overcrossing acrnss highway; daveloptrails for safe access to  secluded beach 
sreas. 

3) Hiqhway; provide left-turn lane, acceleration and deceleration lanes; eliminate dangerous highway-shoulder 
osrkino. 

4) ' C A  develop 25 walk-in campsites and restraoms. 
5Y Administration: crnver t  existing structure to ranger residence. 

Montara Mountain 
1) Trails: deveiop trail system to  San Pedro County Park and Crystal Springstrails. 

Martini Creek Area 
1) Parkinq: develop 100-car parking lot with pack office and'restroorn. 
2) Cam in : develop 30 walk-in campsites; 
3) a c c e s s :  construct under or overcrossing acrosshighway and trail to beach from parking lot. 
4) Administration: Convert existing structures to ranger residence and areawide maintenance facility. 

Chart House Restaurant Area 
1) Parkinq: develop 60-car parking lot, bus loading zone, restroom, and contact station on 0.9-acre s i te  just north 

, of Chart House Reistaurant (eventuauy about 50 parking spacqs will b~e prqvided for beach users a t  the " 
restaurant). 

Li hthouse Area 
M d a p t  existing paved areas to ZO-car parking lot (at  no cost) for trail embarkation and operating s taff  

use. 
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HALF MOON BAY STATE BEACH 

Existins Land Use 
Sandy beach .-ha (70 a.);-m (21,500 l.ft.) 

sunbathing, beach play 
Coastal terrace --ha (265 8.) parking and 

picnicking (8 a.); camping (10 a.); park 
administration (2 a.); open space (245 a.) 

Increase total  parking and picnic areas to 22 a. 
Increase total camping area to 42 a. 
Decrease to ta l  administration to 1 a. 
Decrease total  ooen soace to 200 a. . . 
Cnntlnue snloll 9rnt.p camptng and p~cntcktng in 

Sweetwood area (by rescrvatton only) 

Chief Recreation Needs 
Additional parking spaces (only 440 spaces are  available; need 1,200); additional tent campsites (51 available spaces 
receive maximum use); access to this area is from residential streets, causing major circulation problems for local 
residents. 

Proposed Additions 
COntigUOUS county property along shoreline, south of this s ta te  beach-460.7 ha, 150 a.) and 3,100 m (10,300 
1.ft.)--to pmvide a single government operations unit. 

Miramar Beach Area 
No changes 

Proposed Development : 

Frenchmsns Creek Area 
1)  develop 100-car lot a t  Naples Beach; 180-car lot and a 200-car lot a t  Dunes Beechi a 200-car lot at 

Venice Beach: and a 200-car lot a t  Elmar Beach. Total oarkino = 880 cans. 
~~~~ 

2) Picnic units: 'develop 40 units a t  Naples B~each; two40-;nit areas a t  Dunes Beach; 40 units a t  Ve.nice,Besch; and 
40 units a t  Elmor Beach. Each picnic area wili have a restroom. Total picnic units= 160. 

3) Administration: Construct park office on the  ocean side of Sweetwood area. 
Francis Beach Area 

1 )  C- retain existing 51 campsites (accommodating ail types of vehicles); develop 80 campsites 
(accommodatins 18-ft. maximum ianoth vehicles), and40  walk-in cammites.  Three new restm,orns will be 
construc' tadtc eerve additional camping. 4 ' 

2) Administration: Relocate existing areawide service fability to two separate locations--ode at Montara to  serve 
north por t im of San Mateo Cmst area, and other a t  Pescadero to serve south portion. Construct  area  
headquarters and maintenance facility for Half Moom Bay area north of camping areas,, a t  the Inland boundary, 
about 500 feet  south of PilarCitos Creek. 

Southernmost Beach Area 
1) m: develop two30-car lots and one 60-cer lot (with restroom a t  each). Parking lots will be  located a t  ' 

n a b r a i  drainages tha t  pmvrdebeachaccess ( accesspo~n t s  are  few because the cliffs a re  70-60 f e a t  high'[? this 
area). , # ,  , , I :  8 ,  

General 
1) Trails: trails withiinterpretive signa, panels, etc.  wili interconnect all facilities along the 4+ miles ofHalf  Moon 

Bay beaches. 
2): Pedestrian traffic:  Ail parking 1ots;wili be  oriented perpendicular, rather,  ihan parallel, to the beach to  help 

channel pedestrim traffic from parking areas directly to beach. This will help prevent erosion and scarring of 
the c l i f fs  and uplands between parking areas on coastal terrace and the  sandy beach. 
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SAN GREGORIO AND POMPON10 STATE BEACHES 

Existinq Land Use Proposed Land Use 
San Greqorio Beach Area West of Hiqhway 1 
Sandy beach - 0.1 ha (20 a.); 1,200 m (4,000 l.ft.) Same 

sunbathing, beach play 
Bluffs; s teep slopes - 4.1 ha (10 a.) scenic Same 

open space 
Coastal ter race  - 4.9 ha (12 a.) parkins. Eliminate illeqal campinu, otherwise the  same - . . 

picnicking, open space (and illegal camping) 
San Greqorio Floodplain Area East of Hiqhway 1 and North of San Greqorio Creek 
Marshlnatural area  - 10.1 ha (25 a.) marsh and Same 

riparian habitat  preservation, scenic open space 
Agricuiturai area - 8.1 ha (20 a.7 prime 

aaricultural land 
uplands between San Greqorio and Pomponio Creeks 
Agricultural area  - 257 ha (635 a.) s teep to  

moderately sloping Class 3 & 4 agricultural 
land used chiefly for grazing, open space 

Residential - 0.8 ha (2 a.) - residences 

Pomponio Beach Area West of Hiqhway 1 
Sandy beach - 12.1 ha (30 a.) 3,600 m (12,000 i.ft.) 

sunbathing, beach play 
Bluffs: s teep slopes - 28.3 ha (70 a.) scenic 

open space 
Coaslal ter race  - 3.2 ha (8 a.) parking, picnicking, 

open space (and illegal camping) 

Same 

249 tin (615 R.) eliminate grilzing, agrictlitura; 
i n c r ~ n s e  sccnlc open spnca 

8 ha (20 a.) aqr ic .dt~ral  land cnnvnrtcd to  
recreation facility development 

Convert residential use to  interpretive andlor 
educational and picnic use 

Same ' ' 

Same 

Eliminate illegal camping, otherwise the  same 

Chief Recreation Needs 
lmpmved accommodations for day-use parking and beach use; overnight camping facilities; and improved 
interpretive program. 

Proposed Addition 
Upland area  - 8 1  ha (200 a.) between San Gregorio and Pomponio creeks and bounded by Highway 1 and Stage Road 

Proposed Oeveiopment 
5an Greqorio Beach Area West of Hi hwa 1 

1)  Parkino: develoo 3 0 0 - c a m n o  oarkina facllitV. i - , < .  

2) Picnic units: &belop 15  units near parking lot (with permanent restroom). 
3) Administration: oonstruct entrance s t a t i m  and singleentrance with signs, pavement markings (left-turn, 

acceleration, and deceleration lanes). Increasedoperatians staff required to prevent the current illegalcamping. 
4) Trsils: develop trails with interpretive paqels, signs, e tc ,  along the beach. Develop pedestrian access tb  beach 

f m m  parking l o t t h a t  permits protection of exiaLing c press trees. 
5) Erosion control: stabilize eroded hillside a t  nortti en[with appropriate plantinis. 

San Greqorio Flood lain Area East of Hi hway 1 
1 )  Trails: devel& trail  system thmu:h agriculturai/natbraI a?ea with apdropriate protective measures to preserve 

riparian and marsh natural areas. 
Uplorlds B~erwnen Son Greqorio and Pomponio Creeks 

I )  Adm~nistration: construct new entrance, contact station, and road ieaoinq to  inajnr carnpgro~nd aroa ( r u ~ d  to 
b r  iocateo betwepn two ridqes to htdc i t  from disranl viows). Appropriate s i q ~ ~ s  ano n i~hway  markinqs . . 
(left-turn, acceleration, and deceleration lanes) would be included. 

2) Cam in : develop a campground complex in a natural bowl off the ridgetop that is not visible from Highway 1. 
e p l e x  would inolude a 40-vehlcle parking lot serving hikers and walk-in campers, a 20-unit walk-in 
Gmpgmund, a 20-unit RV campground (accommodating vehicles of 1 0  f t .  or less), restrooms, and a small park 
office. 

3) Interpretive facilities: use existing ranch house and barnalong north side of Pomponio Creek for  interpretive .. . 
displays. 

4) Picnic units: develoo 10 oicnlc units (with restroom) near ranch house and barn. 
5) Trails: develop t ra i isys tam providing acceas to beach f m m  all recreation areas. 

Pomponio Beach Area West of Hiqhway 1 
1) Parkinq: develop 80-car lot a t  north end and 30-car lot a t  south end. Minor grading a t  the south location would 

take advantaqe of existing lard contours to  screen lot from Highday 1. Both iota would have restmom facilities. - .  
2) Administrati&: construct new entrances and contact stations a t  both north and south locations, with signs and - 

oavement markinas (left-turn. acceleration. deceleration lanas). lncrsassd staff will be reauired to  orevent * 
currant illegal camping in this area. 

3) Picnic units: develop 8 picnic units near parking lot at  north end. 
4) trails; develop trails with appropriate interpretive signs, panels, e t c ,  along the beach. 





PESCADERO STATE BEACH a 
Existinq Land Use , ' Proposed Land Use 

Marsh Area lnland from Hiqhway 1 
Wetlands - 168 ha (65 a.) wetlands~reservat ion Same 
Area Bounded by Butano Creek, ~e 'scadero Road, and Hiqhway 1 
Flat land - 20.2 ha (40 a,) agricultural use Convert 1.2 ha  (3 a.) t o  parking area, remaining 

area to continue in agricultural use 
Area lnland from Marsh between Pescadero and Butano Creeks 
Flat land - 4d.5 ha (110 a.) residential and Convert aqricultural land t o  scenic open m a c e  

agricultural uses (natural state);  use existing struotu&s for 
interoretation anmd administration 

C I Z f i r e a  Vlcst of Hlqhwar 1 and North uf Pcsccldcro Cr& 
Sandy lbencn - 8.1 ha (22 R.) 1,060 m (3,500 1.fL.) Same 

sunbathing and beach play 
Dunes - 2 ha (5 a.) separating parking from beach Same 
Coastal terrace - 2 ha (2 8.1 parking (and illegal Eliminate illegal camping, otherwise tha same 

campinq) 
Coastal Area-west of Hiqhway 1 and South of Pescadero Creek 
Rocky shoreline - 10.1 ha (25 a.) 1,970 m Same 

(6,500 1.ft.) tidepool exploration and scenic 
viewing 

Coastal terrace - 2 ha (5 a.) parking (and illegal 
camping) 

Decrease parking area  t o  0.8 ha (2 a.) and 
eliminate illegal camping 

Chief Recreation Needs 
Improved interpretive programs and accommodations for visitors (school groups, nature groups, and individuals) to  
the  marsh; impmved parking facilities for beach users. 

Proposed Additions 
None 

Proposed Development 
Marsh Area Inland from Hiqhway 1 

1) Trails; develop trails with interpretive signs, panels, etc.  
Area Bounded by Butano Creek, Pescadero Road, and Hiqhway 1 

1 )  -8 develop 30-vehicle and 5-bus parking lot (wlth restroomms) on inland-facing slope, not visible from 
Highway 1. This wi l lbe  the  main access point to t b  marsh. 
Develop,lOO-vehicle lot (with restrooms) near juncture of south side of marsh and Highway 1 and not vislble 
from either the  highway or Pescadero Creek. This lot would be for beach users. 

2) Access: construct undercmssing for sa fe  pedestrian access between beach and marsh (and parkinq areas west of 
highway). 

- 

3) T u .  develop trail  syiitem'with appropriate interpretive stgns, paneis,etc.  ' , 

4 Administration: cms t ruc t  entrance with signs and pavement markings (left-turn, scceieraiion, deceleration) off 
Pescadsro Raod, contact  station, and m a d s  skirting agricultural areas leading t o  both parking areas. 

Area Inland from Marsh between Pescadero and Butano Creeks 
1)  P F '  develop 15-vehicle and 5-bus parking lot (with restrooms). 
2) Administration: convert existing structures for use a s  pank headquarters, area maintenance facility, ranger 

residence, and an i n t e r ~ r e t i v e  facilitv. 
Coastal Area west of ~ i q h w i y  1 and ~ o r t h  of Pescadero Creek 

1)  develop 150-vehicle and 2-bus parking lot immediately adjacent to  the  toe  of the highway fill slope 
and north of existing parking (this location will not be visible f m m  highway). Convert south portion of existing 
parking area to  bus stop area  and contact s ta t im.  

2) Picnic untts: dovclop 30 picnic units (with ~ ? 8 t r o o m ~ )  next to psrking lot on lee  sido of ddneo. 
3) Administration: construct colttact statinn and cntronce improvcmonts including slgrm and pavement markings 

(left-turn. accclcrattoo. end deceleration lones). 
Coastal Area west of ~ i q h w i y  1 and South of Pescadero Creek 

1) m: &velop 150-vehicle parking lot (with restrooms) on existing paved area,  out of view from highway. 
2) Administration: improve entrance staticn by signs and pavement markings ( I~f t - turn ,  acceleration, deceleration 

lanes). Increased staff will be required to prevent illegal camping. 





BEAN HOLLOW STATE BEACH 

Existin Land Use Proposed Land Use 
Rocky shore& - 12.1 he (30 3.) 2,730 m Eliminate illegal activities, otherwise the same 

(9,000 I.ft.1 observation of marine life and 
ocean waves (and illegal collecting of marine 

life and rmks) 
Sandy and/or pebbly beaches - 4.9 ha (I2 a.) 455 m Same 

(1,500 i.ft.1 sunbathing and beach play 
Coastal terrace - 18.2 (45 a.) 0.4 ha (1 a. used Use additional 2.8 ha (7 a.) for picnicking, 

for perking, picnicking, and residences; parkipg, residences, and camping; remaining 
remainder is open space 15.4 ha 0 8  e.) left  in open space 

Chief Recreation Needs 
Improved interpretive programs and accommodations for beach users' parking, and development of overnight 
camping facilities. 

Proposed Additions 
None 

Proposed Development 
Pebble Beach Area 

1 )  =: impmve existing parking for 25 vehicles and a bus loading zone. 
2) Administration: develop signs and pavement markings (left-turn lane, acceleration, deceleration lanes), and an 

entrance statlon. 
Arroyo ios Friiolss Beach Area 

1)  Parkinq: improve immediately the existing parking (safety measures) by including e one-way road system into 
and out of the area and a bus Loadino zone. aarklno for 25 vehicles. an entrance station, and aeprnoriate sions . . . .  . - 
and pavement mankings. 

2) Picnic units: retain existing 10 picnic units (with restroom). 
3) Lons-term proposals: to preserve the scenic bmeeuty of the coast, ail of these facilities ($1 and2 above) will be 

removed and the site will be restored to its natural appearance after 20 years of use or when the southernmost 
ares  of the unit is dsveloped. 

Southernmost Area 
1)  Parkinq: develop a 55-vehiola, 4-bus parking Lot. 
2) C m r  develop 20 walk-in campsites (with restroorn). 
3) Administration: construct a contact station; retaln existing residence for use by operational staff and for 

on-site protection. Increased staff will be required to eliminate illegal activities. To echieve tha safest sight 
distance for entry off Highway 1, the entrance roed should be as far south as possible. There is a potential, due 
to t k  ex- width of the highway right of way in this area, to locate an entry mad intepectlon with Highway 1 
south of tb unit boundary. The entry road would turn within the highway right of way and enter the unit 
thmugh the south boundary. Entrance improvements also include signs and pavement markings (ieft-turn, 
acceleration, and decsleratim lanes). 

Natural preserve 
It is proposed t b t  the shoreline area north of Bean Hollow Beach be classified 
as a natural presswe to protect the sensitive flora and fauna in this area. 





AN0 NUEVO STATE RESERVE 

Extstinq Land Use Proposed Land Use 
Shoreline - 498 ha (1,230 a,) 11,200 m Increase to 2.4 ha (6 a.) the  land used for public 

(37,000 1.ft.) reserve for pinniped protection access, administration, and interpretive 
facilities 

Coastal Terrace - 1.2 ha (3  a.) public acce?, 
administration, and interpretive facilities 

Major Recreation Needs 
Improved accommodations for interpretive guided tours and improved access to coastline. 

Proposed Addition 
The land between Highway 1 and the shoreline f rom Ano Nuevo Creek south to the San Mateo County line. 

Proposed Development 
Old Steele Ranch Area 

1) Parkinq: expand existing 100-car lot to accammodate 200 vehicles, 15 buseq, and bus loading zone. 
2) Administration: construct a contact statton, improve entrance road (including repair to  existing bridge to  

improve safety), add signs, pavement markings (left-turn, acceleration, deceleration lanes). Adapt existing 
Steele Ranch headquarters far adminlstration an interpretive uses. 

3) Trails: develop trail system and restrooms a s  necessary to  support interpretive program. - ~ ~ 

1 
. - 

Green Oaks Creek Area 
Use of this area would be by reservation only. It  would serve organized gmups (school and others) during the peak 
season for elephant seal observation. 1 

1) Parkinq: expand faollities to include parking for 30 vehicles and 5 buses. 
2) Administration: retain existing residence for use by operational staff and for on-site protection. 
3) Trails: develop trail system and restrooms a s  necessary to  support interpretive program. 
4) Roads: special care will be given the creek crossing if mad improvement is required there. 

 asc cad el White house Creeks Area 
1) P m  develop 75-vehicle parking lot in gentle swale area that Is not visible from highway. 
2) Picnic units: k v e l o p  30 picnic units (with restrooms) near parking area. 
3) Administration: construct contact station and improve entrance road with signs and pavement marking8 

(left-turn, acceleration, deceleration lams). 
4) Trails: develop trail system connecting this area  to the shoreline. 
5) Campinq: this part  of the  reserve is physically well separated from the  fragile sand dune areas e t  Franklin and 

Ano Nuevo ooints. and is nearlv two miles' distant from the  breedino areas of the eleohant seals. As oert  of the  
mservc, no camping can now oe permitted; Itowcver, if this separated part  of Ano Nuuvo S t s t e  R e x r v e  is 
reclaasifled in the futLm to permit camping i.se, conversior, u f  a part of thc proposed dny-use parkinrj facilities 
codid acco~nn~oda te  pnrklng fur 30 walk-in uar~lpsitcs to be located ncar t h n  existing grove of trees. 'This 
conversion is the long-range proposal of this plan. 
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Interpretation 

In general, interpretation a t  these beaches will emphasize the  ecology of special areas, 
t h e  continuing evolution of t h e  landscape, and beach and ocean dynamics. Wherever 
possible, self-guided trai ls  and low-profile outdoor exhibits will be employed as the  most 
practical  means of providing interpretive information for such an extensive area. . 
Specific themes and suitable projects for individual units are outlined in the  following 
pages. 

Thornton S g  

Primary Theme: Beach recreation and safe ty  
Secondary Theme: Continuing evolution of t h e  landscape 

Interpretive Facil i t ies 

1. Visitor Orientation Area: A small visitor orientation area  can be located in 
t h e  existing con tac t  station. Graphics, art ifacts,  models, and audio-visual 
programs will introduce visitors t o  the  various natural resources a t  Thornton 
S t a t e  Beach, including the  formation of Thornton Valley, local ter res t r ia l  and 
marine food chains, and the  San Andreas faul t  zone. A variety of f ree  and 
sales publications should be available here t o  provide additional information t o  
interested visitors. 

2. Outdoor Exhibits: Low-profile outdoor exhibits should be located at 
appropriate observation points on the  bluff, and a t  the  con tac t  station. (These 
exhibits can explain the  various ear th  movements visible a t  Thornton, compare 
t h e  seagulls' and radio controlled gliders' use of updraft  winds along the  bluff, 
and provide a series of rotating panels on the  gray whale, fishing and 
wildflowers. 

3. Self-quided Trail: A self-guided t ra i l  exploring the  valley and bluff a r e a  can 
be used to identify various native and introduced species present, and t o  te l l  
how they have adapted t o  the  s a l t  and wind of the coastal  environment. 

Interpretive Proqrams 

Scheduled and impromptu guided walks can focus on seasonal variations along the  coast, 
wildlife identification, and geologic hazards. Special programs for children, such as 
Junior Ranger and Lit ter-Getter ,  should be implemented. Interpretive programs for 
groups can be designed to m e e t  their  part icular needs and interests,  when arrangements 
a r e  made in advance. 

A teacher's guide should be prepared, with pre-trip information for group leaders. 



Gray Whale Cove and Montara SB 

Primary Theme: Beach recreation and safety  
' Secondary Theme: Beach and ocean dynamics 

Interpretive Facilities . 
1. Outdoor Exhibits. Low-profile outdoor exhibits should be located a t  each beach 

access area to  orient v i s i ton  t o  t he  unit and t o  identify ocean hazards. 

2. Selfquided Trail: A self-guided trail  along t he  beach can acquaint visitors with 
ocean and beach dynamics and the  physical pmcesses constantly modifying t h e  
coastline. 

Interpretive Programs 

Guided walks on natural and cultural history should be offered occasionally, a s  visitor 
demand and interpretive staff increases. If camping is developed a t  Montara, campfire 
programs and other types of evening activit ies can be presented. 

Half Moon Bay SB 

Primary Themes: Beach and ocean dynamics; coastl ine evolution 
Secondary Themes: Beach recreation and safety; cultural history 

Interpretive Facilities 

1. Outdoor Exhibits: Low-profile outdoor exhibits should be located at each beach 
access area  to  briefly orient visitors to  the  unit and to  identify ocean hazards. 
Exhibits at the  main entrance t o  Half Moon Bay should provide a general 
introduction to t he  natural  and cultural history of t h e  area, a schedule of activities, 
and seasonal highlights. 

2. Self-guided Trail: A self-guided t ra i l  along t h e  beach and sand dunes can acquaint 
visitors with ocean and beach dynamics and the  physical pmcesses constantly 
modifying the  coastline. 

Interpretive Proqrams 

Scheduled and impromptu guided walks can focus on seasonal variations along the  coast, 
wildlife identification, ocean hazards, beach recreation, and safety. Evening programs 
should be offered in the campground or informally on the  beach, whenever the weather 
permits. Special programs f a  children, such a s  Junior Ranger and Litter-Getter,  should 
be implemented. 



San Greqorio SB and Pomponio SB 

, Primary Theme: Ecology of biotic communities 
Secondary Theme: - ~ u l k u r a l  history of t he  a r ea  

Interpretive Facilities 

I. Outdoor Exhibits: At Pomponio, a low-profile outdoor exhibit should be located at 
t he  main beach access a rea  to orient visitors to  the  unit, t h e  trail  system, and 
scheduled activities. At San Gregorio, a low-profile outdoor exhibit should be 
located near t he  registered landmark, to  discuss the  exploration of California's coast  
and the many different groups of people who have passed through this area. 
Information on t h e  trail  system and scheduled activities should also be available here. 

2. Self-quided Trails: Self-guided t ra i ls  can encourage visitors t o  explore different 
areas. Trails through t he  inland areas can allow the  visitor to compare the  various 
biotic communities and wildlife, and development of coastal  ranching. A trail  on the  
bluffs can explain t he  constant changes along t he  coast  and plants and animals tha t  
have adapted t o  this environment, and from a hilltop vista, the  evolution of the 
coasta l  landscape can be presented. 

3. Cauqhey Ranch: The Caughey Ranch can be used t o  interpret  a typical coastal  
ranch. The exteriors, and possibly t h e  interiors, of t h e  buildings would be  included in 
self-guided and guided tours. Environmental living programs may also be 
appropriate here. 

Interpretive Proqrams 
Guided walks on natural and cultural history should be offered on a planned basis, a s  
visitor demand and interpretive staff  increases. As camping is developed, campfire 
programs and other types of evening activit ies can be presented. 

Pescadero SB 

Primary Theme: E c ~ l o g y ~ o f  a marsh 
Secondary Theme: Beach and ocean dynamics 

Interpretive Facilities 

1. Visitor Orientation Area: An orientation area  a t  the  marsh's main access point, with 
an observation platform and low-profile panels, should provide an introduction to  the  
marsh and explain the purpose of the preserve. A schedule of activit ies and seasonal 
highlights, and publications such as park brochures, self-guided trail  brochures, and 
plant and animal checklists, would be available here. 

2. Outdoor Exhibits: Low-profile outdoor exhibits should be located at key observation 
points along the  main trails  and on the ocean bluff. These exhibits can be ro ta ted  t o  
ref lect  seasonal changes a t  the  marsh and beach. 

3. Selfquided Trails: pl self-guided trail  should be developed tha t  provides visitor 
access to the  bluffs with appropriate panels a t  key observation points. A trail  to  t he  
marsh should be carefully designed t o  permit  visitor access with minimum 
disturbance to this fragile resource. A teacher's guide should be prepared, with 
pre-trip information fcr  group leaders. 



Bean Hollow SB 

Primary Theme: Evoluti~on of thelandscape 
I Secondary Theme: Cultural history 

Interpretive Facilities . - 
1. Outdoor Exhibits: Low-profile exhibits should be located on the bluffs above Pebble 

Beach and Arroyo de Los Frijoles. The exhibits at Pebble Beach should focus on t he  
formation of the pebbly beach and the  history of recreational day-use here, including - 
"Coburn's Folly." A t  Arroyo de Los Frijoles, t he  story of a sandy beach and t ips  for 
surf fishing can be presented. 

2. Se l fqu ided  Trail: A self-guided trail  along the  bluff between Pebble Beach and 
Arroyo de Los Frijoles can explain the  continuing processes of coastal evolution, and 
the plants and animals tha t  have adapted to  this environment. 

Interpretive Programs 

Scheduled and impromptu guided walks can introduce visitors to some of the resources at 
Bean Hollow. Visitor exploration of t he  intert idal  areas  should be by guided tour, t o  
protect  the invertebrate populations. Interpretive programs for groups can be designed 
to  mee t  their particular needs and interests, when arrangements a r e  made in advance. A 
teacher's guide should be prepared for group leaders, with pre-trip information on Bean 
Hollow and other units along t he  San Mateo coast. 

Ano Nuevo SR 

Primary Theme: Life history of seals and s e a  lions 
Secondary Theme: Cultural history; biotic communities; geomorphology 

Interpretive Facilities 

1. Visitor Orientation Area: The visitor center  will orient visitors to Ano Nuevo and 
t he  purpose of a s t a t e  reserve. Graphic ar t i facts  and models will be used t o  
introduce the various cultures tha t  have used Ano Nuevo, the biotic communities 
present, and local geomorphology. In addition, an exhibit will focus on the  problems 
of rare and endangered species, using the northern elephant seal  a s  an example. A 
comprehensive look at t h e  life habitats of seals and s e a  lions will also be provided. 
Aspects of their lives, and those of species not seen by visitors, would be presented - 
in audio-visual programs. A videotape system should be considered for  this program; 
i t  would also be a valuable tool for continuing elephant seal  research. A meeting 
a rea  for  t he  elephant seal  tours will be located in or near the  visitor center. A 
variety of f ree  and sales publications will be available in the  visitor center,  including 

- 
park and trail guides, plant and animal checklists, a teacher's guide, and appropriate 
books. 



2. Outdoor Exhibits: . --- Low-profile outdoor exhibits should be  located a t  the  parking area 
and at the  eastern edge of the dunes area, t o  provide a brief orientation summary of 
rules and regulations, and a schedule of activities. Interpretive panels can be  
changed t o  ref lect  seasonal changes at the reserve. 

3. Steele  Dairy Ranch: The Steele  Dairy ranch buildings will be used t o  interpret  the  
development of agriculture along the coast. The exteriors, and possibly t he  
interiors, of the barns and houses would be included in self-guided and guided tours. 

4. Self-quided Trails: Self-guided interpretive activit ies should be available a t  the  
reserve, except  in the dunes a rea  during elephant seal  breeding season. Self-guided 
t ra i ls  exploring different areas  of the reserve, such a s  Ano Nuevo Creek, marine 
terraces, sand dunes, and t he  beach, should be keyed t o  features  or concepts, and 
should encourage visitor observation and discovery. 

Interpretive Programs 

Personal services will be a major part  of the interpretive program a t  Ano Nuevo. 
Regularly scheduled guided walks will acquaint visitors with various natural and cultural 
features,  and will help reduce visitor impact on vulnerable resources. 

During t he  northern elephant seal  breeding season (December through March), visitor 
observation of the marine mammals, and access to  the  dunes area, will be by guided tour 
only. Because of the constantiy changing conditions, no permanent trails will b e  
established in the  dunes area. Tour schedules and routes should be flexible, t o  
accommodate t he  seals' activities. The seals' security and safety  will have first priority. 

a Since 1974, University of California a t  Santa  Cruz  students have been volunteer guides, 
providing 27 tours per day, with 20 people per tour. Visitor demand for  tours is high, 
with all tours filled by advance reservations. A docent program should be organized t o  
help conduct t he  tours, recruiting from U.C. Santa  Cruz and other interested segments of 
the  community. Coordination of training and tour schedules would be provided jointly by 
park personnel and a docent liaison. 

Utilities 

Solar power and wind power will be used whenever feasible, where a source of energy is 
required. Pacific Gas and Electric Company electrical  service is available in t he  a r ea  t o  
supplement or replace solar and wind power, if necessary. All e lect r ic  lines will be  
placed underground or hidden from view. Telephones will be provided a t  appropriate 
permanent structures,  with underground lines. 

Propane gas containers are available in the area. 

Development of on-site water  collection and sewage disposal, designed for  minimum 
water  use, will be considered a s  an alternative to  hooking up with existing water  and 
sewage districts or hauling wastewater and sewage out (see Water Availability and 
Sewage Disposal, page 140). 



Recommended Priority for Future Improvements 

1. Assure adequate operations staff before any improvements (see Operations Element, 
page 185). 

2. Improvements to protect and aid in  interpretation of the seals and sea lions at Ano . Nuevo State Reserve. 

3. Improvements that would curtail a verified, serious loss of natural resources 
anywhere in the area. 

4. Entrance improvements, including signs, etc., at  all access points to all beach units. 

5. Parking and day-use improvements to units in the northern 20 miles o f  San Mateo 
County. 

6. Camping improvements to units in  the northern 20 miles of San Mateo County. 

7. Parking and day-use improvements to units on the south coast of San Mateo County. 

8. Camping improvements to units on the south coast area of the San Mateo coast. 
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OPERATIONS ELEMENT 

Loss of Control and Lack of Maintenance and Clean-up 

Findinqs: O u t o f  265 returned questionnaires, the response to the question "What can be 
done to make these parks more enjoyable to you?" was: 

67 comments asking for cleaner units. 
43 comments asking for safer units. 
21 comments asking for some sort of program activity. 

100 comments asking for some sort of facility development. 
34 "no comment". 

Comments about operation and maintenance make up more than half (131 of 231) of the 
comments made. They clearly define a key issue: "How can cleaner and safer beaches 
be provided?" 

The walls of the halls of the Sacramento Resources Building could be covered with the 
policies and rules which have been written to prevent the littering and abuse of beaches 
and coastal lands. 

A l l  the policies, rules, and coastal acts have not changed the real-life situation of cars, 
bumper-to-bumper, streaming over Devil's Slide, heading for coastal beaches. And the 
written acts and policies do not change the fact that some of these cars headed for the 
beach are filled with people who just want to raise hell. 

The park rangers, local police, fire and rescue forces, and residents, are l e f t  to handle 
the real-life situation, and they do an incredibly good job. Drunk and disorderly behavior 
is just as much a social problem on our beaches as in our downtown city streets. It is not 
just a problem for the rangers or police force. It is  a problem of the society at large, and 
belongs to all of us. 

The relationship that future physical improvements may have to the l i t ter  and abuse of 
public beaches is  simply that uncontrolled and disorderly public places tend to attract 
uncontrolled and disorderly crowds. Conversely, controlled and orderly places tend to 
attract morecontrolled and orderly crowds. 

The San Mateo Caast State Beaches have very few developed facilities. Justification of 
personnel has in the past been based on taking care of developed facilities. This kind of 
justification overlooks the need for personnel relative to taking care of land, and 
management of environments and ecosystems. It also overlooks the need for personnel 
based on use, and on the numbers of people who use the land. 

In  many instances, public use does not occur in  significant quantity unti l  parking and 
campingfpicnic facilities are provided. This is not the case at the San Mateo Coast State 
Beackes. Millions o f  people use these beaches, with virtually no developed facilities. 
The result is that the maintenance housekeeping and protective Operations staff is not in  
accordance with the numbers of people who visit the San Mateo Coast State Beaches, nor 
with the amount of land and ecosystem to be maintained. 



The terms "maintenance" and "housekeeping" help to define the problem. The term 
"housekeeping" includes clean-up chores such as beach l i t ter  pickup. The term 
"maintenance" includes housekeeping and al l  kinds of maintenance work, but is 
sometimes interpreted within the confines of painting and repair of buildings and 
grounds. Such a misinterpretation of the term "maintenancen may lead to the mistaken 
assumption that if there are no buildings and grounds developments, there is no need for 
maintenance. I f  such a false assumption is made, the "housekeeping" or clean-up chores 
are le f t  undone. 

I n  units with high visitation, it takes more staff time for housekeeping without developed 
facilities than with developed facilities. To establish some semblance of control, 
maintenance workers in  undeveloped high visitation units put up makeshift physical 
controls. The end result is vehicle barriers of all shapes and sizes, and a patchwork of 
soil, gravel, asphalt, sand, e t c  None of this is respected by visitors, and thus encourages 
mistreatment. Such mistreatment includes burning and breaking of barriers, and littering 
because the place looks messy anyway, both of which increase the housekeeping work 
needed. But most importantly, the mistreatment spills over to tidepools, coastal plains, 
wildlife habitat, and all natural resource values. 

To maintain the makeshift facilities and control the use of existing visitation i n  the San 
Mateo Coast area would require 27 permanent people and 39,000 seasonal person-hours. 
The existing staff consists of 17 permanent people and 29,000 seasonal person-hours. 
Any increase in  land or newly developed facilities over and above existing ownership and 
facilities must be evaluated in  terms o f  maintenance and operations staff currently 
required (27 permanent positions and 39,000 seasonal person-hours). 

Conclusion: Maintenance, housekeepinq, and protective operations staff is not in 
accordance with the numbers of people who visit the state-owned beaches, nor with the 
amount of coastline ecosystems to be protected. 

Recommendation: Provide, as soon as possible, some well-defined and well-designed 
facilities and necessary support staff, to better serve the public, and to protect the 
natural and cultural resources. 

Recommendation: Re-vise -the existing justification of the personnel system to require 
maintenance and operation personnel for the purpose of maintaining environmental 
values relative to the amount of visitation, and the threat to natural resources. 

Recommendation: Instigate interpretive programs that wil l  increase operations 
efficiency, i.e., provide free parking, possibly i n  exchange for voluntary clean-up by 
users, or provide pay parking with awareness of l i t ter program and "help keep it clean" 
messages. - 

Recommendation: ,A co-mparison study should be made between state-owned and 
operated and privately owned and operated coastline recreation areas. This comparison 
should evaluate natural resource protection, beach facil ity sanitation and cleanliness, and 
availability for public use The goal of the evaluation would be to determine what 
methods work best in  practice for protecting natural resources, maintaining clean and 
sanitary beaches, and providing access for use by all people. 




