
You are invited to attend
 a

 Public Open House
to preview proposals in the

Año Nuevo State Reserve and State Park
and Butano State Park General Plans 

Saturday, December 8, 2007
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

at the

Russell Community Room 
Pescadero School District Offi ce

620 North St 
Pescadero, CA

California State Parks’ Mission

To provide for the health, inspiration and education of the people of California 
by helping to preserve the state’s extraordinary biological diversity, protecting 
its most valued natural and cultural resources, and creating opportunities for 
high-quality outdoor recreation. 

California State Parks 
General Plan Section

Dave Keck, Section Manager

California State Parks
General Plan Section
Planning Division
P.O. Box 942896 
Sacramento, CA 94296

generalplan@parks.ca.gov

Año Nuevo State Reserve and State Park and Butano State Park General Plans
Fall 2007 Newsletter and Public Open House Invitation
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Public Open House Preview for the
Año Nuevo State Reserve and State Park and 

Butano State Park Draft General Plans
PPPlease join us on December 8, from 10-2, for a public open house at the 
RRRussell Community Room, Pescadero School District Offi ce.  

CCCCalifornia State Parks has been working on a regional planning effort for
ffffour Santa Cruz Mountains area state parks: Butano State Park (SP), Año
NNNuevo State Park and State Reserve (SP & SR), and Big Basin Redwoods SP.P. 
TTTThe general plans for Butano SP and Año Nuevo SP & SR are now on the 
hhhome stretch, and the Big Basin Redwoods SP plan is not far behind.

TTTThis open house is your chance to preview the plan proposals for Año 
NNNuevo and Butano, and our chance to get your input on these proposals. 
TTTThe input we collect will be used to further refi ne these plans before theyyyyyy 
aaaare released for their fi nal public review.

If you were involved in the 2003 public workshop for these plans, you mayyyy 
bbbe wondering what’s been happening for the last four years. The process 
wwwwas put on hold for two of those years, due to systemwide staffi ng and 
bbbudget challenges. When State Parks planning team members were back 
oooon the job, they gathered and analyzed extensive resource data on the 
ppparks, assessed visitor and area recreation needs, and identifi ed park 
aaaand regional issues and the parks’ relationship with adjacent public 
aaaand private lands. Plan proposals were then developed to address the 
iiidentifi ed issues and opportunities.

TTTThe input received at that fi rst public workshop was very useful in this 
ppprocess. As you review the draft plan proposals, you will see that the 
ppplanning team incorporated many of the suggestions and issues identifi ed 
aaaat that workshop. We gave serious consideration to all of the public inputt..

TTTThe general plan team looks forward to sharing the results of this processs,, 
aaaand receiving more valuable feedback from the people who know, care 
aaaabout, and use the parks. 

WWWe hope to see you at the open house.
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Here’s What You Can Expect at the 
Public Open House on December 8

A relaxed format• —drop in anytime beween 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

I• nformation on the parks’ cultural, natural, and recreation resources

A look at issues, constraints, and opportunities identifi ed during the • 
planning process

Opportunities for you to comment on draft proposals• 

A chance to ask questions and get more information from California • 
State Parks Santa Cruz District and General Plan Section staff 
members.
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About California State Park General Plans

The general plan is the primary management document for each California State Park, establishing 
the park’s primary purpose and a vision for its future. A general plan is expected to have a lifespan of 
at least 20 years. Long-term goals and guidelines in the general plan provide a framework for more 
detailed planning and implementation of the park’s development, ongoing management, and public 
use. The general plan takes into account state-wide park system planning and policies, and input 
received from the public and other agencies.

All California State Park general plans and general plan amendments must be approved by the State 
Parks and Recreation Commission. A California State Park is required by law to have an approved 
general plan before any signifi cant development can take place. The general plan, which includes 
environmental analysis, also serves as a programmatic Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the park 
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Año Nuevo State Reserve and State Park Key Plan Proposals

Consolidate Año Nuevo SR and Año Nuevo SP into one single • 
State Park unit for visitor benefi ts and more integrated and 
effi cient park operations and management. 

Establish a coastal Natural Preserve by replacing and expanding • 
the existing Wildlife Protection Area to assure continued 
protection of coastal wildlife and habitats.

Improve and expand park visitor facilities, experiences, • 
access, and trails.

Establish visitor access to inland park and regional open • 
space areas.

Provide greater cultural resource protection and • 
interpretation. Establish a cultural preserve around an 
important Native California Indian area.

Improve park services and operations effi ciency • 

Consider overnight visitor opportunities where appropriate• 

Key Issues and Opportunities for All Three Parks

Plan and manage the parks in a regional context, including other area state parks and other • 
public lands

Meet increasing recreation demand and provide more diversifi ed and accessible recreation • 
opportunities

Improve public access and circulation • 

Protect wildlife and habitat, especially species of special concern• 

Key Plan Proposal for All Three Parks

Coordinate with area state parks and other public agencies and nonprofi ts on regional open space 
management, sensitive resource protection and habitat linkages, recreation, trail networks, and 
education and interpretation.

Butano State Park Key Plan Proposals

Protect and maintain the park’s current characteristics,• 
  for continued visitor enjoyment

Where possible, provide group picnic and camping   • 
 facilities, trail camps, and other alternative camping  
 facilities

Improve park circulation and access for vehicles,   • 
 pedestrians, equestrians, and bicycles

Continue to survey for sensitive plant and animal• 
  species, and implement appropriate management
  techniques to protect those species, especially the
 marbled murrelet


