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California State Parks Mission: 

To provide for the health, inspiration and education of the people of California by helping  
to preserve the state’s extraordinary biological diversity, protecting its most valued natural  

and cultural resources, and creating opportunities for high-quality outdoor recreation.
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RESPONSE TO LETTER 6 
 
Robert Garcia and Erica Flores Baltodano, Center for Law in the Public 
Interest 
Raul Macias, Anahuak Youth Soccer Association 
April 29, 2005 
 
6.1 The PRC (5019.50) provides several classifications for State Park System 

units.  The two most appropriate options that were considered include 
State Recreation Area and State Park.  At this time the park is not 
considered spacious, nor does it contain significant or outstanding 
resource values or represent a significant example of one of California's 
ecological regions. In addition, the limited acreage and the disconnection 
between the two parcels, which are severed by an active railway line and 
multiple private properties, the State Park classification is not appropriate.  
However, in the future if additional property is acquired and the restoration 
of the Los Angeles River progresses, a General Plan Amendment and EIR 
update may be appropriate, at which time, the Department could revisit 
the classification.  The Department is requesting RLASP be classified as a 
State Recreation Area.  The Public Resources Code describes the 
classifications as follows: 

 
5019.56(a) State Recreation Areas (SRA) units are areas 
selected, developed, and operated to provide outdoor recreational 
opportunities. SRA’s provide multiple recreational opportunities to 
meet other than purely local needs.  The areas shall be selected for 
having terrain capable of withstanding extensive human impact and 
for their proximity to large population centers, major routes of travel, 
or proven recreational resources such as manmade or natural 
bodies of water.  Areas containing ecological, geological, scenic, or 
cultural resources of significant value shall be preserved within the 
recreation area.  Improvements may be undertaken to provide for 
recreational activities, including, but not limited to, camping, etc.  
Improvement to provide for urban or indoor-formalized recreational 
activities shall not be undertaken within state recreation areas. 

 
5019.53(a) State Parks (SP) units consist of relatively spacious 
areas of outstanding scenic or natural character, oftentimes also 
containing significant historical, archaeological, ecological, 
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geological, or other similar values.  The purpose of state parks shall 
be to preserve outstanding natural, scenic, and cultural values, 
indigenous aquatic and terrestrial fauna and flora, and the most 
significant examples of ecological regions of California.  Each state 
park shall be managed as a composite whole in order to restore, 
protect, and maintain its native environmental complexes to the 
extent compatible with the primary purpose for which the park was 
established. 

 
6.2 The Department has amended text on pages 4-1 and 4-2 of the General 

Plan/EIR in response to comment 6.2.  Refer to Chapter 4 for changes to 
the text. 

 
6.3 The Interpretive Themes in Section 4.4.3 provide general direction for the 

park while avoiding specific details in each thematic category.  The 
“Conflict and Transportation Themes” will be further developed when 
funding is secured to proceed with an Interpretive Prospectus and 
Natural/Cultural Surveys which will allow the Department to explore and 
gather data to strengthen future interpretive programming. 

 
6.4 The Department has amended text on page 4-20 of the General Plan/EIR 

to reflect comment 6.4.  Refer to Chapter 4 for changes to the text. 
 
6.5 With regard to awarding construction contracts to small business 

enterprises and providing local jobs for local workers, the Department is 
mandated to grant preference to proposers properly certified as small 
businesses as defined in Title 2, Section 1896, et seq., California Code of 
Regulations by the Office of Small Business Certification and Resources.  
The Department is held accountable for the same guidelines when bidding 
and awarding concession contracts (Title 14, California Code of 
Regulations, Chapter 3, Section 4400). 

 
6.6 The Department has amended text on pages 2-50 and 2-51 of the General 

Plan/EIR in response to comment 6.6.  Refer to Chapter 4 for changes to 
the text. 

 
6.7 The Department has amended text on pages 2-52 of the General Plan/EIR 

in response to comment 6.7.  Refer to Chapter 4 for changes to the text. 
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6.8 The Department has amended text on page 2-53 of the General Plan/EIR 
in response to comment 6.8.  Refer to Chapter 4 for changes to the text. 

 
6.9 The General Plan/EIR describes a transition plan on page 4-6, 4.3.3 

Transitional Open Space Element, to eliminate the physical or figurative 
barriers between the components of Parcel D. 

 
The Department has amended text on page 3-2 of the General Plan/EIR in 
response to comment 6.9.  Refer to Chapter 4 for changes to the text. 

 
6.10 The plan addresses limiting the use of parking on page 3-4 in the Issues 

and Analysis Section: “The limited amount of Park area and the intent of 
Park planners and other stakeholders to maximize recreation open space 
indicate that the land area for parking is at a premium.  Land set aside for 
onsite parking will be competing with potential recreation uses.”  In 
addition, Access Guideline 4 on page 4-46 proposes to minimize onsite 
parking and vehicular circulation within the Park to allow for maximum 
open space and visitor-serving activity areas. 

 
6.11 The Department has amended text on page 3-6 of the General Plan/EIR in 

response to comment 6.11. Refer to Chapter 4 for changes to the text. 
 
6.12 The plan addresses the need for signage in multiple languages in Section 

4.4.3 Education and Interpretation, Interpretation Guidelines 14 and 
28 and in Section 4.4.10 Facilities section.  Chapter 4 also includes 
guidelines that involve coordinating with the surrounding community 
(Section, 4.3.4 Interpretive Element, 4.4.3 Education Interpretation, 
and 4.4.4 Cohesiveness/Connectivity). 

 
6.13 Access Guideline 9 in Section 4.4.11 of the General Plan/EIR 

recommends coordination with appropriate local, regional, state and other 
applicable authorities regarding any future impacts on the Park from 
potential future development of high speed use in rail rights-of-way 
adjacent to the Park.  The Department has amended text on page 2-49 of 
the General Plan/EIR in response to comment 6.13.  Refer to Chapter 4 
for changes to the text. 

 
6.14 The Department has amended text on page 2-50 of the General Plan/EIR 

in response to comment 6.14. Refer to Chapter 4 for changes to the text. 
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6.15 Comment noted.  The Department adheres to all laws and regulations 

pertaining to state and federal mandates.  
 

6.16 The Department has amended text on page 2-49 of the General Plan/EIR 
in response to comment 6.16.  Refer to Chapter 4 for changes to the text. 

 
6.17 Thank you for your comments regarding future inclusive planning with 

community participation.  The Department has encouraged public 
participation in the planning process and will continue to do so as the park 
development proceeds.  The Department has outlined several guidelines 
to implement processes to include partners in the development of the 
Park.  Please see Section 4.5.1 Partnerships and Outreach (page 4-
47), Section 4.4.10.4 Safety/Security, Safety 4 (page 4-38), Section 
4.4.10 Park Operations, Staffing-Support 2 (page 4-36), and Section 
4.4.5 Recreation Opportunities, (page 4-26). 

 
6.18 The Department concurs that El Pueblo de Los Angeles and Five Views: 

An Ethnic Historic Site Survey for California provides a framework and 
valuable information regarding the history of California and the region and 
will be a significant and valuable interpretive tool.  When funding becomes 
available for an in-depth cultural survey and Interpretive Prospectus of 
Parcel D and G-1, a more detailed analysis will be the framework for 
future programming for the Park.  The Department will represent the 
ethnic diversity that shaped the land over the centuries as outlined in 
Chapter 4 in the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR for RLASP. 

 
6.19 Refer to response to comment 6.17, and Section 2.2.6 Public Concerns 

and Comments, and Section 5.9 Public Comments in the General 
Plan/EIR regarding the public outreach process that was undertaken for 
this project.  As indicated, an advisory committee was not established for 
this project. 

 
6.20 The proposed Annenberg Project is not associated with this General 

Plan/EIR.   Please see response to comment 6.19 above regarding the 
need for continued public participation in the decision making process to 
determine the Park’s future. 

 
6.21 Comment noted. 
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