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WILDER RANCH STATE PARK
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
AND GENERAL PLAN

This Addendum should be attached to the Prelimanary General Plan

and Draft Environmental Impact Report of March 1980, (SCH 80012914).
This attachment and the Plan and Draft Environ-
mental Impact Report constitues the Final Environmental Impact Re-

port and General Plan for Wilder Ranch State Park.

Praliminarv Gensaral
Preliminary Genieral
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TATE OF CAUFORNIA—RESOURCES AGENCY Edmund G. Brown JIr., Gesam::

JEPARTIENT OF PARKS AND RECKEATION

“TATE PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION -

3, 0. 3GX 2390, SACRAMENTO #5811

Resolution 2080
Resolution adopied by the
CALTFORNIA PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSIGN
at its regular meering in Saunta Cruz, California
May 9, 1980

' Resolution 20-80

WHEREAS, the Director of the Department of Parks and
Recreation has presented to this Commission for approval
the proposed General Plan for Wilder Ranch State Park; and

WHEREAS, this reflects the long-range development plan
.as to provide for the optimum use and enjoyment of the umit
as well as the protection of its quality;

NOW, THEREFCRE, BE IT RESOLVED that the State Park and
Recreation Commissicn approves:the Department of Parks and
Recreaticon's General Plan for Wilder Ranch State Park,
preliminary dated March 1980, with the following amencdments:

1. That no recreational development shall cccur on the
ocean s8ide of State Highway 1, execept for the Natural
and Cultural Preserves and administrative support
facilities for those preserves, until Commission and
departmental pesticide policlies for agricultural use
have been established for state park and recreational
facilities;

2. The Commission endorses the concept of existing
agricultural uses subject to such advances in the
field of pesticide conirol management as will be
conducive to the safe development of the park for
public use; ,

3. The Commisaion adopts the concept of corganic gardens
and directs the Department to seek suitable locaticns
for this purpose;

L, The Department will seek the advice of local and State
Native American advisory groups concerning the
interpretation, protection, and display of recorded

and wunrecorded Native American history sites,
ceremonial sites, religious sites, burial sites, and
any of the other relevant Native American cultural and
historical resources;

5. The Department is eaccuraged to seek private funding
sources to augment the realization of the proposed
dairy museum;



6. The Department shall investigate the demand for
equestrian and pedestrian trail use, and equestirian
use will be extended beyond the nine miles noted in
the plan;

7. The Department shall investigate the possibility of
relocating the proposed hostel at the Lower Baldwin
Canyon area;

and such environmental changes as the Director of Parks and
Recreation shall determine advisable and necessary to
implement carrying out the provisions and objectives of
said plan.

RESOLUTION FOR

gommissioner Gee moved that the following resolution be
ADOPTION OF A

adopted, which was seconded by Commissioner Wnltehead and

carried with Commissioners Araujo, Gee, Gibson, Whitehead, and CULTURAL
perk voting AYE and Comissioner Norris voting NAY. _x PRESERVE AT
. AR o ~ WILDER RANCH
TTTTY— STATE PARK

Resoluticn 21-80

BE IT ERESOLVED that, pursuant to Sections 5019.50 and
5002.3 of the Publiec Resources Code, and after proceedings
had in accordance with the Administrative Procsdure Act
contained in Section 11370 et. seq. of the Government Code,
the State Park and Recreation Commission hereby classifies
the Wilder Dairy Ranch Complex, including the grounds
immediately surrcunding it, the corral complex north of
State Highway 1, and three associated Native American sites
as shown on Map #17457, on Wilder Ranch State Park as a
cultural preserve and names said preserve Wilder Dairy
Cultural Preserve.

Commissicner Gee moved that the following resolution he
adopted, which was seconded by Commissioner Gibson and carried
with Commissioners Araujo, Gee, Gibson, Whitehead, and Berk

RESOLUTION FOR
ADOPTION OF A

voting AYE and Commissioner Norris voting NAY. NATURAL
g g PRESERVE AT
Resolution 22-80 WILDER RANCH
STATE PARK

BE IT RESOLVED that, pursuant to Sections 5019.50 and
5002.3 of the Public Resources Code, and after proceedings
had in accordance with the Administration Procedure Act
contained in Section 11370 et. seq. of the Government Code,
the State Park and Recreation Commission hereby classifies
approximately 80.3 acres of wetland and coastal strand at
the mouth of Wilder Creek on Wilder Ranch State Park as a
natural preserve and names said preserve Wilder Beach
Natural Preserve. .



- ERRATA SHEET

WILDER RANCH STATE PARK

The terms "garbage dump" and "chemical ponds" are used in the
General Plan. The term “"sanitary landfill" should replace any
reference to “"garbage dump" and the term "leachate control ponds®
should be used in place of-“chemical ponds®.

Please change these terms as used in the following references:
Page 19, paragréaph 4 - "..Residential development, mining, and
a garbage.dump." Replace "garbage dump" with "sanitary landfill.®

Page 35, paragraph 6 -~ "Chemical waste ponds, developed on a
ridge...." Replace "chemical waste ponds" with "leachate control
ponds." S :

Page 38, paragraph 1.- "Chemical ponds appéar'to'be'the primary
SOUrC€eeasaa " Replace. “"Chemical ponds" with "leachate control
ponds." ‘

Also in regard to the chapter on Approprlate Future Land
Acquisition, please .change the following: -

Page 73, paragraph l1."  ....department's best interest to acquire
these inholdings." Replace "acquire these inholdings" with
"consider acquisition of these inheoldings."




COMMENTS AND RESPONSES
WILDER RANCH STATE PARK
PRELTMINARY GENERAL PLAN

The Preliminary General Plan for Wilder Ranch State Park, includ-
ing Draft Environmental Impact Report was circulated through the
State Clearinghouse {(10) copies, California Coastal Commission,
Association of Bay Area Governments, Santa Cruz County Planning

Commission, and the Sierra Club. Comments were received from
the following:

State. of California,; Department of Transportation
State of California, Department of Fish and Game
City of Santa Crusz, Planniﬁgband Community Development

City of Santa Cruz, Director of Publiec Works




The numbered responses correspond te numbers zdjacent to the
comments following these responses.

1.

The Department of Parks and Recreation has on file quantita-
tive information on traffic conditions on Highway 1 and the
Mission Street Corridor of Highway 1 in the Clty of Santa
Cruz. The data was supplled to us by the City of Santa

Cruz and the Californla Department of Transportation. This
data is used as a basis for the discussion on traffic in

the g@escription of the Envlronmental setting.

The design capacity for the number of vehicles is listed
in the Preliminary General Plan. This is based on the
Allowable Use Intensity Chapter in the Resource Element i1n
the General Plan,

The number of vehlcles expected to travel teo Wilder Ranch
State Park via Highway 1 has been divided between arrivals
from the northwest and southeast (through Santa Cruz and
the Mission Street Corridor).

Estimates are that 25% will arrive from the northwest and

75% from the southeast. The preferred design capaclity for
parking facilitles for standard vehicles and busses 1is set

at 336. 75% of this total is approximately 250, If each

of these vehlcles made one trip to and from the park dally
and there was a turn-over factor of 2, then the park would
generate approximately 1,000 vehlicles along the Misslon
Street Corridor on one day. This would be a capaclity day

and would probably occur on weekends during the summer months,
and would not occur for many years. 1,000 vehleles 1s a small
percentage of the total daily traffic projected along Mission
Street. The Mission Street traffic problems will probably

be solved by the time the park is developed to Llts design
capaclty.

Department of Parks and Recreation wlll coordinate with Cal
Trans and the City during the preparation of specific phases
of Wilder Ranch State Park General Plan. We plan to work
wlth these two agencies in encouraglng alternate types of
transportation and on the entire transportation problem.

We agree wlth the Department of Fish and Game's suggestion
that the Interpretive Program be expanded to include wild-
1ife observations in all the different types of habltat
wilthin the Wilder Ranch.




10.

11.

Department of Parks and Recreation will submit notification of
proposed channel medifications to the Department of Fish and
Game and execute streambed agreements. Department of Parks
and Recreation will coordinate with Department of Fish and

Game during the preparatlon of different plan phases of the
project.

Placncsa
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Please see Response #1

The General Plan 1s a gulde to future development at Wilder
Ranch State Park. The project will not exceed the design
capaclity. If in the future, a development were proposed
that is not discussed in the General Plan, then a new
environmental document would be prepared and the California
Environmental Quality Act would be followed.

No change is expected in the 10% agricultural reduction
proposal stated in the General Plan. The California

Environmental Quality Act would be followed 1f any substan-
tizl change were proposed. =

We concur with the concept of a coastal traill system. One
is now proposed along most of the bluff. A trall linking
the east end of the park to the Wilder Ranch Complex on the
north silde of the railroad tracks should be studled. A
trall cannot cross the proposed natural preserve or cross
the agricultural row-crops lands. Toxic pesticides used on
the row crops, will cause c¢losure to trails along the bluffs
for much of the time. Tralls in the upland area could be
connec¢ted to existing and proposed countywide trail systems.

We agree that the rural and undeveloped appearance of the
landscape should be retalned. Mitigatlon measures U4 and

9 specifically discuss measures that will reduce the

visual impact of the proposed facilities, The General Plan
proposes low denisity use through out most of the unit and
very few buildings are proposed.

We agree; The term "sanitary landfill" should be used rather
than the term "dump" and the fact that it is a Santa Cruz
City sanitary landfill should be noted.




12,

13.

14,

15.

The term "chemical waste ponds" should be "leachabte control
ponds'". :

Department of Parks and Recreation recognizes the solild
waste problem facing citles such as Santa Cruz. We
recognize the neccessary service the sanltary landfill
provides, but we are concerned with long term problems
such as drainage and water quality resulting from a large
sanitary landfill inholding in the middle of Wilder Ranch
State Park.

See Response #12.for the term leachate control ponds.
However, we stlll contend that there are objectionable odors
eminating from the sanitary landfill. There ls emplrical
evidence supporting this contention.

The Department of Parks and Recreation has reviewed the report
by Raymond Vail and Assoc., July 1979. Department of Parks

and Recreation wlll not have a General Plan on land that is not
in the State Park System or on land that will probably not be
acquired in the near future. It is not the purpose of the
General Plan to plan on land which we have no control and
which are not compatible with State Park purposes.
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FIATE 02 CAUFORNIA-—DBUBINESS AND TRANSPORTATION AGENCY

N

DEPARTMENT OF TRAMSPORTATION

P, Q. 30X 3345 RINCON ANNEX
SAN FRANCISCO 94119

{413) 557.1840

EDMUND Q. REOWN 8., Govarnae

Fehruary 29, 1980

04-SCR-1 PM 22+
SCH #80012914

James M. Doyle

State Department of Parks and Recreatlon
P.0. Box 2390
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Caltrans District 4 comments on the Draft of
Preliminary Wilder Ranch State Park General Plan

The document does not supply any quantitative trafflc
data that may assist in evaluating traffic operational
impacts that may be associated with the Park. Wwhen
specific development plans are proposed, we should o
be consuited for our concerns during the preparation 52
process of the appropriate environmental document.

Sincerely yours,

T. R. LAMMERS
District Director

T W Diakyor

R. W. SIEKER
District CEQA Coordlnator

cc: State Clearinghouse



ke of ‘California Tho Resources Agency

Mamorandum

"
> i 1ls Jim Burns, Projects Cocrdinator Date:  February 28, 1980
Qesources Agency

2. James M. Toyle .

State Department Parks and Recreation . Telephcne: ATSS ( ) 485-3531
P. 0. Box 2390 - : Public (916 ) 4L5-3531
Sacramenta, CA 95814

“~om : Dapartment of Fish and Game

“ubject: Draft Preliminary EIR, Wilder Ranch State Park General Plan, Santa Cruz County;
SCH 800129144

Department of Fish and Game personnel have reviewed the subject report and find
it adequately describes project impacts on fish and wildlife resources.
However, we have some comments and recommendationse

We concur wlth many of your policies for the preservation and protection of
wildlife and its habitat, especially your policy for the establishment of the
Natural Preserve and the management of the wetlands, including the feasibility
study to determine the potential for returning the four hectare (12 acre)
cultivated field, adjacent to the proposed natural area, to wetland nabibat.

We commend your policy on ecological burning designed to restore and perpetirate
natural habitats.

We recommend the Interpretive Program be expanded t0 include wildlife observations 23
in all the different types of habitat within the Wilder Rarch.

As you may be aware, the Department of Fish and Game has direct Jurisdiction

pursuant to Fish and Game Code Section 1601 in regard to any proposed activities

that would substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow or substantially

change the bed, channel or bank of any stream. Therefore, for the removal of 4%Lq
the remaining portions.of the man-made dike, the operator will be required to

submit notification of proposed channel medifications to the Department. Work

camnot be initiated until streambed agreements are executed.

Department of Fish and Game personnel are available to discuss any phase of the
plan in more detail. If you desire a meeting or require more informatlon, please
contact Mr. John M. Parrish, Wildlife Management Supervisor, Region 3, Department
of Fish and Game, P. O. Box 47, Yountville, CA 94599, telephone (707) S44~2443.

Director




Gity of Santa Cruz

CITY HALL @809 CENTER STREET
SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORN]A 95060

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
TELEPHONE (408} 429 - 3555

March 24, 1980

Mike Doyle _

Environmintal Review Section
Department of Parks and Recresation
P.0. Box 2930 o

Sacramento, Ca.95811

Dear Mr. Doyle:

Baised on a review of the draft Wilder Ranch State Park General Plan
and a discussion of the Plan with Roger Calloway, the following
comments are offered. The comments are based on policies in the

recently adopted (January 1980) General Plan and Sanitary lLand Fill
Master Plan. ' '

The development of Wilder Ranch State Park will result in additional ff;ﬁ
traffic on Mission Street, an already heaviiy congested state highway.

The Plan and the environmental impact report briefly recognize the
impact, page 95, but propose no solutions.

The City has been working with Cal-Trans to come up with solutions to

this problem as it exists today, and state park development would only

add to the problem. State park developments could be phased with éE;
Mission Street improvements so that, once the park is developed,users

will be able to get to it without major congestion or danger to their
lives. - )

To accommodate park visitors and promote travel modes other than the

auto, it is planned that 75% of the park visitors would reach the park

by auto and 25% by other modes, page 81. Accordingly, park spaces are
provided, 334 for day use and 183 for camping overnight use. These

plans are in agreement with City emphasis on reducing reliance on the

automobile and, more particularly, the.impact of park traffic on Mission
Street. ‘

In order to provide some assurances that this policy will be carried
out, a new policy should be added to the Plan stating that, in no case T;r
will more than the number of parking spaces. in the Plan be provided

|




Department of Parks & Recreation
March 24, 1980. Page Two

‘without an amendment to the Wilder Ranch Park Plan, including a

Tocal public hearing. This would ensure that the original intent
of the Plan is followed.

Thic same type of policy should be adopted to make sure agricultural

uses are maintained. The Plan states, Page 52, that 90% of the

existing agricultural row-crop acreage will remain in agricultural EEB
production. The City strongly supports this policy and suggests

that the policy be strengthened to make sure that the 90% agricul-

tural policy is followed by adding a policy: “No more than the 10%

of the existing agricultural row-crop acreage will be put to non-

row-crop uses without an amendment to the Wilder Ranch Plan includ-

ing a local public hearing on the amendment."

City and other state coastal attractions, Municipal Wharf and beach,
Lighthouse Field, West Cl1iff Drive and Natural Bridges State Park
and Wilder Ranch State Park. The coastal trail system is a sound
planning concept and should be included in the Park Plan.

A pedestrian 1ink is needed, other than along Highway One between (?

With development on the North Coast bench lands and marine terrace,

special measures will have to be taken to minimize the visual impact

of such development. Currently, the North Coast area presents 3 =

rural undeveloped image as contrasted by development along Mission ‘(:)
Street in Santa Cruz. It is important to the City that the rural
character of the North Coast be maintained even though it is in park

use. The siting of facilities and buffering and landscaping in pro-

ject development can provide for this if done sensitively.

The Plan needs to consider further the implications of completion of
the sanitary land fil1l and its ultimate use. The attached memorandum
from W. Fieberling, Public Works Director, comments on the Plan and
raises questions that need further consideration.

Singerely, . ,

p; g
E%ﬂ/—‘\J//(( g}f("-(‘.(___“ ‘

STEPHEN S. RUSSELL
Senior P]anngr

cc: Bill Fieberling
Roger Calloway

SR/ fp
1.7.18

Encl.




CiTY OF SANTA CRUZ o

CALIFORNIA ' ‘ ] l\.l

Date  March 20, 1980
TC Director of Plarning

FROM Director of Public Works

SUBJECT GENERAL PLAN FOR THE WILDER RANCH STATE PARK

wg have reviewed the preliminary draft of the Gengral Plan for the
w11dgr Ranch State Park dated January 1980, The foliewing aro iy
specific comments and.recommendations page by pago.

1. Page 19, next to last paragraph. The landfill area 15 describad as
a Santa Cruz County sanitation landfill. It dis, in fact, & Santa
Cruz City sanitary landfill. Li

2. Page 22; paragraph 2. The words garbage dump should be changed
to sanitary Tandfill. This will be in keeping with other sections
of the General Plan.

3. Page 38, paragraph 4. I concur that the sanitary landfill is a _
detraction, however, the words chemical waste ponds should be [ ;1_
eliminated from the plan. No chemical wastes are deposited in
these ponds. = The liquid in the ponds is vunoff water from the
Tandfill area which cannot be allowed te travel down” the stream as
it has had some Tontact with the waste material in the landfill. -
Theze are certainly not chemical wastes

4. Paga 38, paragraph 4. 1t is stated thal the City and Ceunty, as
well as the State, Shouid atterpt to relocate the landfill site to
a less conspicuous area. We are not awavre of a less conspicuous area'l-fs .
anywhere in Santa {ruz County. The landfill is a very necessary
public service. -1 feel that emphasis should be given to determining
the configuration of the landfill when it has been fully filled.
The area could be an asset to the park.

(%2}

Page 97, paragraph 2. We are not aware of odors in the Dimeo Road

-area. Therﬂ are no chpm1c31 ponds located on_the landfill site. :
Chemical ponds did exist several years agp but are no.longer in L%
existence and should not be mentioned as a source of objectional ’
odors. The landfill area i3 about one-half mile north of the end

of Dimeo Lane and it would he quite unlikely for any odors of any -
kind td reach this area. Reports of adors are from past years when

the landfill area was at the southerly end of the site. The City

has no intention of filling at the southerly end of the site and

there is.no possibility of odors reaching that arca from the existing
landfill area.

. IA.:;‘-I“. .- .
PN '
v




Director of Planning
March 20, 1980
Page 2 -

cc:

The General Plan in its preliminary fowg is wericuily deficieni in
that it has not considered the ultimate deveippment ¢f the Cigy af
Santa Cruz sanitary landfill area. No General Plan four a pgrk
could possibly be considered complete witheut discussing thg
ultimate configuration and use for a 100-acre parcel that s right
in the middle of it. The City has recently compleied 2 long-ranje
development plan for the site. This was prepared by Raymond Vail
and Associates in July 1979, This plan has been approved by the
staff of the State Solid Waste Board and other Tacal and State
agencies. Upon completion of the landfi1l, twc of the streams will
be effectively blocked and large trenches will remain which are the
upper reaches of the two drainage areas contributing to these
streams. These canyons could be filled with refuse in order to
provide a level area for recreational uses. On the other hand,
these two canyons could be made into lakes or water reservoirs to
supply water during dry periods to the Santa Cruz area or to the
park. The lakes could be vrecreational facilities also. It is not
within the province of the ity of Santa Cruz to plan this facility,
however, 1o virtually ignore the existence of the Tandfill and not
include it as a part of the Wilder Ranch State Park in its General
Plan is foolish. The purpose of a General Plan is to consider and
pravide for such features. ¢

4

* - __7 - "j"
o (e Dac b

WILSON H. FIEBERLING >

City Manager
Water Director

/’
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i Resolution 6-86
i adopted by the
CALIFORNIA STATE DPARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
at its regular meeting in Sacramento on
January 16, 1986 .

WHEREAS, at its meeting on May 9, 1980, the Commission approved
the General Plan for Wilder Ranch State Park subject to certaln amend -
ments including Amendments 1 and 2; and .

WHEREAS, Amendments 1 and 2 included strict limitations on recrea- -
tional development allowed on the ocean side of State Highway 1 wikhin
the park until the establishment of Commission and departmental pesticide
policies for agricultural uses within State Park System units, and an
endorsement of the concept of existing agricultural uses subject Lo
advances iii’ the {ield of pesticide. control management which will allow
the public to use the park in safety; and

WHEREAS, the Department subsequently contracted for studies which
have. verified that residual toxic materials within Wilder Ranch State
Park are not a hazard, and for development of a pest control program
which has reduced the use of toxic chemicals on the agricultural lands;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California State Park and
Recreation. Commission finds. that the criteria of the Wilder Ranch State
Fark General Plan fmendments 1 and 2 have been completed.
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Summary

Wilder Ranch State Park is located about one mile west of the City of Santa Cruz and
stretches along five miles of scenic coastline. The anticipated final boundaries of the
park will contain 1,834 hectares (4,528 acres) and will include extensive uplands, coastal
benchlands, several year-round streams, five beaches, and significant portions of the
offshore submerged lands. Besides a wide variety of natural resources, there are a
number of Native American sites and two historic ranch complexes. This region was an
important dairy ranching area historically and agriculture still plays a significant role.
Currently approximately 900 acres in the unit are under brussels sprouts cultivation and
some of the uplands are used for grazing.

This Qeneral Plan recognizes the potential of Wilder Ranch State Park to help meet
California's ecritical recreation demands. At the same time, it provides for the
preservation of those natdral and cultural resources that are of special significance and
for the proper protection of all resources. The wetlands and coastal strand of Wilder
Beach are proposed as a Natural Preserve, the offshore submerged lands are proposed as
an extension of the state park, and the Wilder Ranch complex is proposed as a Cultural
Preserve where dairy ranching of the past century will be interpreted.




It is recommended that most of the cultivated lands be retained under agriculture. This
use of the land preserves historically accurate activities and maintains open space and
visual qualities in the region.

The public has been involved,in‘ each step of the planning process and every effort has
been made to make Wilder Ranch State Park a unit that will complement local facilities
that offer Californians recreational and educational opportunities.

The lands of Wilder Ranch State Park will serve the public in a wide variety of ways --
natural and cultural preserves, agricultural lands, and diverse recreational activities. The
facilities needed to implement these numerous uses have been carefully designed to be in
barmony with the environments in which they are located and to serve their purposes
efficiently.

The retention of Wilder Ranch's natural and scenic qualities was one of the department's
underlying plamning concepts. This has been accomplished by clustering intensive
developments together, leaving most of the site in its natural state or minimally
developed. S

The following cutlime summarizes the land uses and facilities proposed in this General
Plan.

Summary of Proposed Land Uses and Facilities

Natural Preserve
Wilder Beach and wetlands - 32.5 ha {80.3 ac.)

Cultural Preserve
Wilder Ranch Complex including house museums, demonstrations,
environmental living programs, and California Dairy Museum

Underwater Area
Portions of Four Mile Beach, Three Mile Beach, and
Strawberry Beach have been designated as access points to
underwater areas.

The marine environment along the entire coastal border of Wilder
Ranch State Park is recommended as an underwater addition to
Lhe unit.

Agricultural Lands
This plan proposes that more than 90% of the existing cultivated lands be
retained for agricultural purposes.

vi
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PURPQOSE OF PLAN

Wilder Ranch State Park is a new addition to the State Park System with unique
opportunities and problemns. This general plan is the first step in defining the special
needs and restrictions of the property and the degree of development and use that will be
allowed. Specific designs will be further refined when specific 1tems are funded for
development.

The Resource Element is a summar:y of the natural and cultural resources of the area and
sets management policies for the protection and use of these resources.

The Land Use and Facilities Element describes the current and proposed land Uses,
discusses relevant planning issues, and describes the proposed facilities.

The Operations Element describes specific operational requirements unique to this park
unit.

The Environmental Impact Element combined with the rest of this report serves as the
Draft Environmental Impact Repart. Detailed environmental documents will be filed
when specific construction funding is proposed.

PROZECT DESCRIPTION

Wilder Ranch State Park is located on the northern coast of Santa Cruz County, about one

-mile west of the City of Santa Cruz. The study area is comprised of 1,834 hectares (4,528

acres) in three sections. The westernmoest portion (see figure 2 ) consists of 384 hectares
(950 acres) of State Schooi Lands that will come under Department of Parks and
Recreation management in the future. The 1,300 hectares (3,210 acres) of the central
portion are also state owned and currently managed by General Services. This central
portion contains two inholdings -- the 40-acre hectare {100-acre) City of Santa Cruz
sanitary landfill and a privately owned granite rock sand quarry that occupies 120 hectares
{300 acres). The third portion is ta the east, on the nocth side of Highway 1, and consists
of two parcels totalling 149 hectares (368 acres) that are in process of being acquired by
the state.

Access to the park is by Highway 1, which traverses the park. The Bicentennial Bike Trail
is along the highway, and Southern Pacific Railroad parellels it, providing freight service
to the granite sand plant and to the Davenport Cement Plant further upcoast.

Almost all the state-owned land south of Highway 1 and several fields in the uplands are
under cultivation in brussels sprouts. This area accounts for more than lépercent of state
acreage under cultivation to that vegetable and 1Z percent of the nation's production of
brussels sprouts. Some of the uplands are currently used for cattle grazing, and in the
past commercial logging and hay growing took place here.
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The property can be described as a series of steps or marine terraces deeply cut by three
major watercourses: Wilder Creek, Baldwin Creek, and Majors Creek. Small beaches have
developed where these creeks empty into the ocean -- Wilder Beach, Four Mile Beach, and
Red White and Blue Beach. Additionally, smaller beaches have developed in lesser
drainages: Three Mile Beach, Strawberry Beach, and Old Landing Beach. During periods
of low tide, there are also a small number of pocket beaches at the base of the

,,,,,,,

No rare or endangered plants or animals inkabit the site. However, the snowy plover,
whose resting habitat has been greatly reduced along the central coast, nests on the open
sand at Wilder Beach. Two ather wildlife concerns were brought to our attention during
the public involvement program. The cliffs along Majors Creek were identified as good
patential sites for raptor nests; however, none have been observed in this area. Secondly,
a small herd of seals is frequently seen resting on a shelf of rock near the Old Coast
L anding. ,

The visual qualities of the site are outstanding. The rugged Pacific coastline offers hikers
many dramatic vantage points. Travelers are aware of the peaceful agricultural fields in
contrast to the hustle and bustle of Santa Cruz just one mile downcoast. Hikers report
beautiful panoramas of Manterey Bay in addition to the laovely delicate detajl of small
rivulets tumbling through redwood-covered canyons. Artists are frequently found on the
property painting the picturesque farm buildings.

A number of structures have been constructed on the park property. Wilder Ranch Dairy
was built in a topographic depression sheltered from the prevailing winds. The Bolcoff
Adnbe gccupied the site prior tg the dairy and evidence also exists that Native Americans
occupied the site prior to the adobe. Early dairies also existed at the mouths of Baldwin
and Majors creeks. However, brussels sprouts farming changed the settlement pattern of
the coast in this area. Farmers leasing the brussels sprout fields placed structures in the
less desirable windswept terraces and smaller depressions.

Historical Background

The area of Wilder Ranch State Park lies in the territory of the Coastanoans. These .
Native Americans had both temporary and permanent viillages in the region.

The first European contact was a brief visit by Captain Gaspar de Portola in 1769, The
Spanish returned in 1791 to establish a mission at Santa Cruz. Associated with the
mission was an Estancia (station) for the Rancho Arrayo de Matadero, located on Baldwin
Creek. It appears that the rancho served as the slaughtering grounds for the mission's
annual fall kill of cattle.

The history of ownership of these lands is complex. Among the early agriculturists were
Jose Boleoff, who built several adobes; Pic Scaroni, who had a dairy farm on what is now
the State School Lands section; and, of course, Levi Baldwin and Deloss D. Wilder, bath
dairy ranchers.

While the Wilder Dairy is the focus of historic dairy farming in the area, it must be
remembered that the entire coastal region south of San Francisco was a dairy region, with
numberous successful operations producing quality milk, butter, cheese, and other farm
products. : '
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PLANNING PROCESS

Study Area

Thne study area, as delineated in this report, includes state lands and the immediate
viewshed which includes adjacent private property. This area makes a logical planning
unit for resource evaluation purposes. No inference of a recommendation to acquire these
surrounding lands should be made; they are included for planning purposes only,

Public Involvement

Public involvement played an important role in formulating this plan. The planning
process consisted of six basic steps.

1. Initizl Phase

Since this project was relatively unknown to the general public, the major emphasis
of the initial phase was to generate public awareness of the park's potential, the
planning process, and schedule. To start this phase, an open house was held on May &
and 7, 1978, at the Wilder Ranch compound. More than 1,400 persons visited the open
house with many visitors filling out our questionnairss and discussing planning
concepts with the interpreters and planners. In addition to the open house, special
tours were conducted for television crews, radio and newspaper reporters, and public
officials to publicize the park's planning program.
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Data Collection

Two public meetings were held to obtain pertinent data from interested citizens. In
addition, three special resource-gathering projects were conducted with students
from the University of California at Santa Cruz. Archeological investigations were
undertaken by department specialists and also by student archeologists under the
direction of Cabrillo College. A historical narrative was developed, and special
research on soils, wildlife, plants, and geology was done by department staff. The
Advisory Board on Underwater Parks and Reserves conducted an investigation of the
project's underwater resources and has recommended that the submerged lands off
this unit be added to the park.

Analz sis

One of the data-gathering student groups from the University of California at Santa
Cruz went on to analyze the problems and develop alternative land use plans. Seven
students and department staff worked closely on this project over a three-month
period.

Development of Alternatives

The student project developed five alternative plans that were further evaluated and
refined by an interdivisional team of department staff members.

Review of Alternatives

During intensive public workshop sessions department staff, county and state Coastal
Commission staff, as well as the public, evaluated the alternatives. The components
that were most favorably received were at this point incorporated into the plan.

Preliminary Plan

A plan was then prepared to refiect the department's preferred concepts and
presented at a public meeting for review. Further refinement produced this
preiiminary plan, which will be submitted to the California State Park and Recreation
Commission. .

Conformance to Coastal Act of 1976

A number of local and state plans that discussed issues relating to Wilder Ranch State
Park were reviewed in the course of preparing this plan. For example, a local coastal
study now being made by Santa Cruz County was consulted to ensure that the
department's plans for Wilder Ranch do not confliet with county plans. Of prime
importance in formulating this General Plan was conformance to the Coastal Act of
1976. The chief relevant policies of this legislation are paraphrased here. (See also
Technical Appendix, Excerpts from Coastal Act of 1976.)
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Same of the things the Coastal Act of 1976 provides far ares

1

7
8)

)

Maximum coastal access and recreational opportunities be offered, consistent
with safety, public and private property rights, and protection of natural
resources.

Public facilities, including parking, shall be distributed to avoid overcrowding or
overuse of any single aresa.

LLower cost recreational facilities and housing is to be encouraged.

Coastal water-oriented facilities that can't be provided at inland areas shall be
protected.

Oceanfront land suitable for recreational use shall be protected for that use
unless demand is already met by existing development.

Private coastal recreational facilities have priarity, but not over agricultural
use or coastal-dependent industries.

Suppportive uplands areas shall be preserved, where feasible.
Environmentally sensitive natural areas shall be preserved

a) Habitats preserved

b)  Areas adjacent to habitats set aside as buffer zones
¢}  Marine environment protected

d}  Quality of all waters shall be maint ained

Prime agricultural lands shall be preserved and any conflicts in use minimized
by:

a) Establishing buffer areas, where necessary

b) Limiting conversion to other uses to something Ieadmg to natural urban
limits

c) Developing nonagricultural lands first

d) Not permitting development to impair agricuitural productivity through
such impacts as increased assessment costs, poor air or water quality, and
the like

e) Mot converting lands suitable for agricultural use to nonagricultural use
unlesst (1) continued or remewed agricultural use is not feasible; or {2)
such conversion would preserve prime agricultural land or concentrate
development consistent with Section 30250, Any such permitted
conversion shall be compatible with continued agricultural use on
surrounding lands. (Section 30250 states that visitor-serving facilities
that cannot feasibly be located in existing developed areas shall be
located in existing isclated developments or at selected points of
attraction for visitors.)

f) Maintaining long-term productivity of soils and timberlands.

-8~
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RESCURCE ELEMENT

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of the Resource Element is to establish the specific long-range resource
management objectives and palicies necessary to protect and perpetuate the resource
values of the park. This element identifies specific resource sensitivities and physical
constraints, and establishes the department's guideiines for acceptable levels of
development and use with respect to these values. The major programs that need to be
ceveloped to protect and perpetuate the natural and cultural resources of the park are
icentified; however, specific means of implementing these programs are to be formulated
after further, maore in-depth study.

This Resource Element has been prepared for lands in Wilder Ranch State Park as of
July 1, 1979, and proposed.acquisition lands identified as State School! Lands between
Baldwin and Majors creeks. .

Any proposed acquisition must be properly evaluated, selected, negotiated, and funded
before its actual purchase. If any such lands are acquired, no development shall be
permitted until Inventory of Features and General Plan amendments have been prepared
for those lands by staff members, and the General Plan changes adopted by the State Park
and Recreation Commission. :

CLASSIFICATION

The initial acquisition of land in the unit was in 1974 from Moroto Investment Company,
which had purchased most. of the property from the Wilder family in 196%. The Maoroto
Company initially proposed a large development of commercial, industrial, and residential
land use; however, local opposition and Coastal Commission restrictions reportedly led to
the abandonment of the project.

The unit was classified as a state park in 1976, while under the administration of the State
Department of General Services. Currently the lands are still being administered by this
department pending approval of this General Plan by the State Park and Recreation
Commission. ' -

Portions of the Public Resources Code's definition of a state park, cultural preserve, and
natural preserve which are pertinent to general planning efforts are as follows:

State Park

...Each state park shall be managed as a composite whole in order to restore, protect,
and maintain its native environmental complexes to the extent compatible with the
primary purpose for which the park was established.

Improvements undertaken within state parks shall be for the purpose of making the
areas available for public enjoyment and education in a manner consistent with the
preservation of natural, scenie, cultural, and ecological values for present and future
generations. Improvements may be undertaken to provide for recreational activities
including, but not limited to, camping, picnicking, sightseeing, nature study, hiking,
and horseback riding, so long as such improvements involve no major

This element has been prepared pursuant to the requirements set forth in Section 5002.2
of the Public Resources Code and Section 4332 of the Administrative Code.
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modification of lands, forests, or waters. Improvements which do not directly
enhance the public's enjoyment of the natural, scenic, cultural, or ecological values
of the resource, which are attractions in themselves, or which are otherwise
available to the public in a reasonable distance outside the park, shall not be
undertaken within state parks.

State parks may be established in either the terrestrial or underwater environments
of the state.

Cultural Preserves

Culturai preserves ... {are) established ... for the purpose of protecting such features
as sites, buildings, or zones which represent significant places or events in the flow
of human experience in California. Areas set aside as cultural preserves shall be
large ermough to provide for the effective protection of the prime cultural resources
from potentially damaging influences, and to permit the effective management and
interpretation of the resources. Within cultural preserves, complete inteqrity of the
cultural resources shall be sought, and no structures or improvements which conflict
with such integrity shall be permitted. The recommendsd name for this unit is
Arroyn De Matadero Cultural Preserve.

Natural Preserves

Areas set aside as natural preserves shail be of sufficient size to allow, where
possible, the natural dynamics of ecological interaction to continue without
interference, and to provide, in all cases, a practicable management unit. Habitat
manipulation shall be permitted only in those areas found by scientific analysis to
require manipulation to preserve the species or associations which constitute the
basis for the establishment of the natural preserve. Wilder Ranch Natural Preserve
is the recommended name far this unit.

Proposed Cultural Preserve

The Wilder Ranch complex, including two associated MNative American sites, is
recommended for sub-unit classification as a cultural preserve. This area is !ocated -
adjacent to Highway l and Wilder Creek near the western corner of the park (see Project
Description Map.) The recommendation is based on the statewide historic significance of
the area and its association with dairy farming, a primary agricultural occupation in this
region, as well as on the variety of architectural styles represented by structures in the
complex {the Bolcoff adobe, the first frame ranch house, the Victorian ranch house, the
dairy barn, and the mansard-roofed horse barn, among others).

Proposed Natural Preser ve

A portion of the recently acquired parce!l at the mouth of Wilder Creek is recommended
for sub-unit classification as a natural preserve (see Project Description Map). This
recommendation is based on the site's value as a representative example of a type of
ecosystem that has been subject to severe impacts by general development and heavy
recreation use elsewhere along the coast. The wetlands of the creek's mouth and the
coastal strand and dunes have not been significantly disturbed; the sandy area is still used .
as nesting habitat by the snowy plover. Classification as a natural preserve is needed to
protect natural values and ensure that recreation use of the area will be restricted to
nature observation.
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DECLARATION OF PURPOSE

The purpese of Wilder Ranch State Park is to protect, preserve, and make available to
visitors the cultural and natural resources, including historic features, natural biotic
communities, gedlogic and sdaphic rescurces, and related recreational values of this
portion of the coastline and coastal mountain region of central California. FPublic use and
enjoyment of the park is to be encouraged in the limits established by the state park
classification and resource sensitivities.

Cultivated agricultural lands in the unit represent an important aspsct of the area's
history and are recognized as significant to the community and the state in terms of their
present productivity. However, retention of this land in cultivated agriculture is
considered of secondary importance to that of providing appropriate recreational
opportunities and of protecting any outstanding cultural or natural resources.

The purpose of the proposed Cultural Preserve at Wilder Ranch State Park is to preserve
the cultural resources of the Wilder Ranch complex area. The Native American resources
in the preserve are the most intact occupation site areas in the park. The historic
resources are of statewide significance.

The purpose of the proposed Natural Preserve at the mouth of Wilder Creek is to protect
the wetlands and coastal strand and one of only two nesting sites in Santa Cruz County
still used by the snowy plover.

RESQURCE SUMMARY, EVALUATIONS, AND DECLARATICON OF RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT POLICIES

Zone of Primary Interest

The department has a concern for all lands adjacent to the unit upon which any new
developrment or land use change could jeopardize or degrade the resources of the park.

Natural Resources

The managemert of the Natural resources within the State Park System is governed by
statutes, policies, and directives. The following sections of the Public Resources Code .
are particularly applicable tp the management of natural resources: Section 5019.71 (if ‘a
natural preserve is designated); Section 5019.53.

The specific directives from the Department's Resource Management Directives that
pertain particularly to the natural resources of Wilder Ranch State Park are: 33, 34, 36,
38-41, 43, 45-47, and 49. :

Natural Preserve

Although the wetlands and coastal strand communities of Wiider Beach are not now totally
pristine, they do reflect the efforts of earlier landowners to manage the area as a wildlife
preserve.
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Historicaily the snowy plover, a small shorebird, nested on many of the beaches in this
region. However, due to increasing human use, only one other coastal site in the county is
used by nesting plovers. Nesting colonies do occur in other coastal regions and inland
valleys in California. . ‘

Policy:

The primary objective in the management of the Natural Preserve shall be to
protect and perpetuste its natural resource values. General beach recreation
activities, such as sunbathing, picnicking, surfing, and the like, shall be prohibited in
the preserve in order to protect fragile coastal strand vegetation and other habitat
values. Visitor use of the preserve shall be restricted to authorized conducted
tours. Appropriate measures, such as complete closure, shall be taken if adverse
impacts due to visitor use become apparent.

That portion of the preserve used by snowy plovers for nesting shall be closed to the
general public during the breeding season, mid-March through June. Operationally,
it may be more practical to close the entire preserve during this peried.

Within the Wilder Creek floodplain and just west of the propeosed natural preserve lies a
4-hectare (10-acre) field now under cultivation for brussels sprouts production. It is
believed that much of this land was reclaimed from the adjacent wetland marsh many
years aga.

Policy:

A feasibility study shall be made to determine the potential far returning all or a
portion of the 4-hectare (10-acre) cultivated field adjacent to the proposed natural
preserve to’ natural wetlands habitat. If restoration is deemed feasible, the
. department shall endeavor to rehabilitate the area to its original wetiands state and
maintain it as part of the proposed Natural Preserve when funds become availsbie.

Topography’

The terrain of Wilder Ranch State Park includes several marine terraces which have
undergone varying levels of erosion and uplift. These terraces are dissected by three
major and four minor drainages. The lowest terrace appears as a flat benchiand between
the ocean bluff and State Highway 1, 20 meters (70 faet) above mean sea level. The
coastline and lower portions of the major drainages are typically well defined by
steep-sided bluffs. The upland region of the unit is composed of several terraces at
varying elevations. Major drainages, and same of the minor ones, are deeply incised with
extremely steep canyon walls, with slopes of more than 459. The canyon wall on the
southwest side of Majors Creek, 600 meters (2,000 feet) upstream from Highway 1, drops
vertically for more than 25 meters (80 feet) from the flat marine terrace to the lower
canyon forest.The canyon walls at the upper reaches of the dreinages are generally of
more moderate slope.

The highest poirt in-‘the park, near the headwaters of Peasley Gulch, is 260 meters
(860 feet) above mean sea level.
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Climate

The climate in this region is mild and is controlled by a series of high and low pressure
areas over the Pacific Ocean that follow typical seasonal patterns. The mean July
maximum temperature in the Santa Cruz area is 219C (709F), while the January mesn
minimum is 39C (389F). In the summer, fog is frequently present during the marnings
and evenings. The prevailing winds throughout the yeer are from the west and northwest.
Qecasionally in summer, but more frequently in the fall, a very dry east wind of high
velocity called the Santa Ana occurs which aggravates the wildland fire danger. Annual
precipitation near the coastal portion of the park is about 75 centimeters (30 inches) and
100 centimeters (40 inches) in the higher, upland area.

Geology

Wilder Ranch State Park is located on the southwestern flank of the Santa Cruz
Mountains, in the Coast Range Geomorphic Province. The region is part of a large,
distinctive, structural block, bounded on the west by the San Gregorio fault and on the
east by the San Andreas fault. Termed the Salinian Block, it is characterized by
metamorphosed Paleozoic {greater than 225million years old) sediments and Cretaceous
(approximately 80-90 million years old) granitic igneous rocks, which are not found west ar
east of this fault-bounded black.

The igneous and metamorphic rocks of the Salinian Block are exposed in the northeastern
portion of the park. Overlying these, in a gently to moderately seaward dipping sequence,
are sedimentary rocks of mid- to late-Tertiary age (25to about 7million years old). Of
these, the Santa Margarita Sandstone and overlying Santa Cruz Mudstone are the most
extensive, the mudstone comprising all of the coastal bluffs in the park. These sediments
were, in many cases, derived from Ben L_omond Mountain to the northeast and deposited
as a shallow mearine sequence which thickens to the southwest.

Quaternary units (2 million years ago to present) in this area include silt, sand, and gravel
deposited an a series of four wave-cut terraces. These terraces, or benches, are
particularly well displayed "at this site and record previous levels of the sea. Alluvial
sand, silt, and clay have bsen deposited in thicknesses of a few feet to a few tens of feet
in many stream valleys.

Ongoing processes include downcutting in stream valleys and sedimentation in the lower
reaches. Of greater importance to planning is the continued modification of the
landscape by landslides and rockfalls in oversteepened andfor saturated hill slopes. Rapid
up-valley migration of qullies in some drainages seems to be instigated by disturbances
such as road cuts and cattle grazing. Wave erosion plays an important role in coastal
marphology, accounting for as much as 14 centimeters (5.5 inches) of seacliff retreat per
year.

A large landslide is very evident on Baldwin Creek, 2 7kilometers (1.75 miles) upstream
from the creek mouth. Major movement of this slide, which reportedly occurred in 1955,
formed a low earthen dam across Baldwin Creek, creating a long, narrow, shallow
TEeSEervoir.

Although the geologic units are highly deformed farther to the north, in the Wilder Ranch
area they are only mildly deformed, with minar open, small folds in some areas superposed
on the regionally seaward dipping strata. No major faults lie in the study area; however,
both the San Gregorio fault Bkilometers (5 miles) offshore, and the San Andreas fault
24 kilometers (15 miles) to the northeast, are capable of causing severe ground shaking,
associated landsliding, ligquefaction, and tsunamis (seismic sea waves) during an
earthquake. No evidence of recent faulting was found on the site.
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a) Geoleogic Hazards Mitigatien

Geologic hazards in Wilder Ranch State Park include landslides, rockfalls from steep
canyon walls, and earthquake-triggered phenomena that could damage or destroy the
works of man or be a threat to human safety.

Policy:

Geologically hazardous areas shall be posted, or the hazard reduced to the extent
required to enable the public to use the areas in safety. Decisions reqarding the
reduction of geologic hazards will be made by employees of the department whose
professional competence in the field has been recognized by the director.

Structures shall be designed to minimize hazards to human health by obtaining
geclogic expertise during the siting and design phase of any development. Al
structures should be designed to withstand a 1906 earthquake-type event generated
either 25 kilometers (15.5 miles) east or 6.5 kilometers (4 miles) offshore.

In addition, these general guidelines shall apply:

o Areas in the 100-year floodplain or in the 100-vear tsunami inundation zone
should be limited to day use, unless mitigated;

o Areas noted as unstable or marginally stable should be evaluated by a geologist
pricr to development;

0 All cuts greater than five feet in height end steeper than 2:1 should be
evaluated by a geologist prior to, during, and after grading (Chapter 70,
Uniform Building Code).

Sails i}

Mare than thirty soil types occur in the unit. Predominant types include Watsonville loam,
Elkhorn sandy loam, and Bormnydoon loam. Soils occurring to a lesser extent include
Bonnydoon-Rack outcrop complex, Ben lLomond-Catelli-Sur complex, Los Osos loams, and
cthers. A detailed analysis of the unit's soils and their various erosion potentials is given
inthe Technical Appendix.

Areas where soil characteristics may act as constraints on development are indicated on
the Detailed Allowable Use Intensity Map (see Technical Appendix). It should be noted .
that the drainages in the upper regions of the unit are subject to rapid runoff with a high
to very high hazard of erosion. These areas are poorly suited to building site development
and onsite sewage disposal because of their steep slopes.

General Erosion Control

Although ercsion is not a major problem at present (with the notable exception of the
coast), it could become a serious threat in certain areas as modifications to the natural
ecosystem are introduced.  The various ecosystems have adjusted to natural levels of
erosion. However, accelerated erosion will cause undue damage. Roads and traiis now in
the park were constructed without adequately considering the erosion-preventive
measures that could have been incarporated. In both the granitic rocks of the
nort heastern portion of the property and in the terrace deposits, unnatural or accelerated
erosion has been precipitated .both by man's activities and by cattle grazing.
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Additionally, the Santa Cruz County sanitation landfill and a private sand quarry in the
boundaries have been stripped of the protective vegetative-soil cover, leading to shedding
of significant quantities of sediment into adjacent streams and catchment basins.

Policy:

Destructive or unnatural erosion shall be controlied and prevented by means that are
in harmony with the purposes of the park. Artificial controls shall be introduced
only under the most extreme circumstances, and then only when conversion to a
natural condition in the future is the objective. The primary objective of erosion
control shall be to prevent, rather than to cure or correct, conditions of accelerated
or unnatural erosion. Where correction is imperative, all measures used shall be as
unobtrusive as possible, fitting naturally into the environment, with the objective of
restoring the natural condition.

The department shall control and regulate the climbing of rocks, peaks, coastal
bluffs, and other eminences, to prevent deterioration of such features.

Steps shall .be taken to correct existing erosion problems and eroded areas in the
park. Areas of severe qully erosion shall be fully protected and the resulting effects
monitored to determine if the problem can be corrected on its own. Revegetation
of problem areas with native grasses may be warranted in some areas, and shall be
undertaken when needed.

Coastal Erosion Control

Human activities along the Wilder Ranch
coastline have done much to increase the
naturally high actual erosion rates. Along
the coastline, waves are undermining slopes
and creating unstable areas, leading to
rockfalls, landslides, and collapse of natural
bridges. The following excerpt from a
memorandum  from  HueyD. Johnson,
Secretary for Resources, on September 14,
1978, states the policy of the Resources
Agency regarding coastal erosion at state
parks and beaches.
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The planning and improvement of parks and beaches should be done in a way
consistent with protection against the potential erosion of the affected segment of
the coastline, and any structures located in areas subject to erosion damage should
be expendable or movable., '

Coastal erosion or seacliff retreat is caused by both surf action and rundff from upland
sources. Recent studies of erosion in Santa Cruz County identified some locations along
Wilder Ranch State Park that eroded at average rates of 14 centimeters (5.5 inches) per
year between the years 1943 and 1963. Much of this erosion was episodic and was the
resuit of undercutting by high surf during major storms. HMowever, runoff from
agricultural uses and other human activities in the unit may also be adding to the
relatively high rate of cliff retreat.

Policy:

Trails shall be designed so as to avoid concentrating runoff and discharging it over
the seacliff. Trails shall not be placed over sea caves, natural bridges, or undercut
seacliffs, Trails shall be constructed no closer than 5> meters (16 feet) to the edge of -
the cliff or a vertical extending upward from the base of the cliff, whichever is
further inland. This latter provision will provide some measure of safety; however,
it should be realized that, based on the average rate of seacliff retreat, 50 percent
of the original trail may be hazardous, or entirely eroded away, by about thirty-five
years after construction. Periodic inspections of such trails shall be made by an
engineering geologist, and the trail shall be relocated when deemed a serious hazard.

S'tructures, major roadwayé, and improvements shall be placed no closer to a
vertical extending upward from the base of the cliff than twice the height of the
seacliff (based on Chapter 70 of the Uniform Building Code).

In no case may unnatural drainage from agricultu}'al lands be allowed to cause
accelerated erosion.

Minerals and Paleontological Resources

The major mineral rescurce of the immediate area is sand quarried from Santa Margarita
Sandstone. Macadam (tar) deposits have been mined for local use, but are not a major
resaurce that could be commercially explaited in the near future.

Paleontological infarmation for the area is very limited. Evidence of a fossilized whale
skeleton has been reported on adjacent lands in the Wilder Creek area.

a) Mineralogical and Paleontological Site Protection

No rare or precious mineral deposits have been described as occurring within the project
boundaries. A diverse fossil fauna has been described in these rocks in other areas;
however, no sites have been located in the park.

Policy:
Mireralogical and paleontological resources in Wilder Ranch State Park shall be
reported when observed by any emplovee of the department and shall be

investigated, evaluated, and recorded by the staff geologist or his designee.
Recommendations shall then be made regarding the necessary protective measures.
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Coastline Recreational/Interoretive Trails

The development of recreational/interpretive trails near the coastal bluff joining the
downecoast portion of the unit. with the upcoast region has high potential in this unit.
Continuance of agricultural uses of the benchland will necessitate the establishment of
certain policies to minimize user conflicts and other impacts assgociated with any
development of recreational/interpretive trails along the coastline.

Palicy:

It shall be the policy of the department to establish a buffer zone of native
vegetation between any recreational/interpretive trail aleng the coastline and
adjoining inland agricultural land use. This buffer zone shall be at least & meters
(20 feet) wide and shall be managed to perpetuate vegetation nmative to the coastline
portion of the benchland in the region. Activities relating to the agricultural use of
state park land shall not adversely impact the established buffer zone.

Hvdrologz

A limited hydrologic study of Wilder Ranch State Park yielded sufficient data for general
planning purposes. However, further investigations may be required for specific siting and
design of facilities.

The study area contains all or parts of six major watersheds plus several minor coastal
watersheds. Major uses in these watersheds include row agriculture, grazing, residential
development, mining, and a garbage dump. Potential exists for further residential
development and timber harvesting. Majors Creek provides some water for the City of
Santa Cruz. Several small reservoirs used for stock watering or irrigation also exist on
site. A landslide on Baldwin Creek has formed a long, narrow shallow pond.

The major groundwater aquifer for the coastal area is the Santa Margarita Sandstone; the
Lompico Sandstone and the ignegus rocks also create aquifers in some localities.
Recharge areas of these aquifers are located in and near the state park.

Constraints on land use include flooding along major streams near the coast, perched
water tables in upland sreas, high water tables in some areas near the coast, limited
quantity of water in some upland areas, the potential for tsunamis (seismic sea waves}
along the coast, and potential water quality problems, especially downstream of the city
sanitation landfill and the gquarry.

Plant Life

The native flora of Wilder Ranch State Park has been greatly modified by human activities
including grazing; clearing of scrub, chaparral, and oak woodland; the logging of redwood
and Douglas-fir; lime quarrying and tanbark oak collecting; row crop farming; and pianting
of exaotic trees and shrubs. Nonetheless, the park contains several natural plant
communities and numerous native and exotic plant species.

Table 1 lists the eight plant communities of the park and their important characteristics.
A thorough botanic inventory has not yet been carried out; therefore, this list may be
~revised at a Iater date.




Table 1 .
PLANT COMMUNITIES AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVE PLANTS AND WILDLIFE
AT WILDER RANCH STATE, PARK

Plant Community/Qccurrencs

Representative Plant

Reprasentative Wildiife

Comments

North Coastai Forest
a. Coastal Aecwood Farest
Upper portians of Paasiey Creek {(canyan
bottoms); Majors Craak (canyon botams
and some on Steep canyon sides); at least
ona location alang Wilcer Creek

b, Mixed Evergreen Forast
Sides of the canyons and ravines that
drain the upland plsteays; on some
portions af gently slgping uptands,
particuiarly near canyan rims

Riparian Forest
Along parennial ar rieariy perannial
streams in iowar reaches of ocean-
factng canyon bortoms

Naorthern Coastal Scrub
Primarily on steepy siopes near
the coxt, particulary on lower
partions of upiands

Califamia Coastal Chaparral
Mainiy along ndgerops in
higher elavations

Coayaal Strand
Mainly at Wilder, Threa Mila,
Faur Mile heaches

Saltwamer Marsh
Major marshland at mouths of
Baldwin and Wildar gresks,
smaliar wetland at Thrae Milg Beach

Frathwater Marsh
Along edges of cresks and resarvoirs
{largest rasarvair is 5-acra pond at
Fuur Milg Sesch)

Annuat Grassland
Primarily on gendy sioping uplands

Coastal redwoad, tanbark oak, Douplas-
fir, Calitorma daural, uncergrowth manty
ferns and ather herbacsous giants

Douglas-fir, California teur, coast live
oak, and madrans; undergrawth includes
numerous shrubs (paison pak, biack-
berry, gaosaberry, caanothus, and
cayate brush)

Willow (predominant), alder, black-
erry, thimblabarry, poison aak,
and poizan hemiock

Coastal arews orimarily coyote
brush and Califpmia sage, iniand
arams contain caangthus, poisgn
ask, toyon

Chamise, ceanathus, ssmab cak,
manzanita

Basch burr, sea rocket, New
Zealand spinach, patentiila,
Hottentat fig, sand verbena,
saltgrass; dune grass occurs at
Threa Mile Beach

Saiicarnia and potentiila

Cattail, wie, ang ather herbaceous
plants

Annual grasses, plantain, filaree, othar
weedy forbs, patehes of coastal scrub
specias {covote brush and coastal sags)

Amphibians {rough-skinned newt, California
nawe, ensating, California siender salaman-
der); birds (ruby-crowned kingler, Myrtia‘s
watblar, dark-eyed junca, Stallar's jay, harmit
thrush, raptors); mammals (coyote, gray fox,
long-tailed wassal, black-tailed denr, Botta
pocket gopher, ringtail, striped skunk, gray
squirral)

Variaty of amphibians and insects

Wide varisty of birds, many of tha smail
passaring types, small mammals {California
potket mouse, dear mouse, Batta pocket
gophar, brush rabbit, long-tailad weasdl,
spotted skunk, and oceasionaliy gray fox}

Many spscies commaon 1o coastal sorub
aiso hare, othar mammals include Merriam
chipmunk, gusky-footed woad rar, coyote,
riegtail, and bobeat

Along sandy heaches — whimbrei, tander-
ling, willat, kill dear, westam guil; on rocky
aress — Dlack turnistane, spotted sandpiger,
hiack oyster carchar

Wading hirds {great blua heron, comman
aqret, snawy agret); small rodents (Califor-
nia meadow mouse, western harvest mouse)

Wida variety of share Dirds and waterfowl

Birds {passerines ars most abundant) in-
ciuding western bluebirg, comman crow,
wastern meadowlark, savanna sparrow,
western Kinghird, and raptors, mammals
{Botta nocket gapher, Cafifornia pocket
mouse, Herrmann’s kangaroo rat, deer
mouse, Califnrnia meadow mouse,
Gatifaraia (Beachayi ground squfrraf,
hlack-taded hare, badges, covote,
biack-tailan deer)

Coastal Redwood Forest

Just qutside park boundary in uppar
portion of Majors Graek Sanyan is
stand of large redwaads spared from
past logging activity. Hera tanhark
oak and regwood from a compiete
canapy, apen forest flaor beneath
cantsing @ number of large tress

Mixed Evargreen Forest
Maost wicesp read forest community
in the park

North Coastaf Farest provides impor-
tant habitat nat afforded within ather
plant communities in park

Genarally danse growth of hydro-
phyic trees, shrubs, and heras

Lush vegetation supoorts large insect
oopulations that in turn provide food
far |arge spacies

Dense shrubs with oceasional gpenings
of gragses and hashs; oecupies arees of
greater moisture than does chaparral,
shrub height varies from 2 feetin
caastai areas to 13 faetin inland areas
and alapg protected slopes

Dense interwaven shrubs fram 6 to 9
fawt in height; often on site with thin,
paor soils an dry, south-facing siopes

Ghaparral hillsides, particulady if
recently burnag, provide goad nabitat
far black-tailed dear which Srowee on
tandsr shiud sprouts and forage on
grasses and herbacacus plants

Beach and dune vegetation
Wilder Baach iz one of few remaining

nesting sitas for snowy plover in Santa
Gruz, Califarnia

Dense mats of vepataticn

Danse upright growth

Supparts important food base for wide
variaty of wildlife, limited information
is availahle on fish populations

About 40% of upland piatesus are
grasstand

Black-tailed deer frequant the grass-
land margins, particulady during
the spring
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General Vegetation Management

The single most conspicuous and dynamic element in natural landscape is usually the
vegetation. Therefore, vegetation is usually the primary object of resource management.

b)

Palicy:

Vegetation management shall foilow established policies and directives for units
classified as state parks. Agricultural lease areas and associated farm residences
and facility areas are recognized as being interpretive in nature. No previously
uncultivated lands now occupied by natural vegetation shall be put into cultivation.
Please see page regarding specific policies or restrictions for agricultural lease
areas. L

The California Department of Transportation right-of-way lands bordering State
Highway 1 are important to the visual continuity of the park from the standpoint of
vegetation. The department shall encourage the California Department of
Transportation to plant and maintain only indigenous natural vegetation, including
grasses and shrubs common to the grassiands and coastal scrub communities.

Rare and Endangered Plants

No rare or endangered plant species have been recorded in the park boundaries according
to records of the California Native Plant Society (1974; 1978). Since there has not been a
systematic botanical survey of the unit, conclusions as to the presence of rare or
endangered plants cannot be made.

c)

Policy:

The department shall conduct or shall have conducted a thorough plant species
inventory. Particular attention shall be given to rare or endangered plants that
occur in the area but have not been systematically searched for in the park. Any
rare or endangered plants that sre found in the park shall be protected and the
supporting lands managed for their perpetuation.

Exotic Species

Exoctic vegetation often competes successfully with natural vegetation, upsetting
ecosystems and altering natural scenes.

Policy:

Aggressive exotic plant species, including but not limited to eucalyptus and pampas
grass, shall be removed (in accordance with policies set forth in the Resource
Management Directives). Exceptions include those trees growing in lands under
cultivation, in the Cultural Preserve, associated with farm residences and facilities
being retained, or along the highway right-of-way. Such exotics, where retained,
shall not be allowed tp spread.

In 1978 a reforestation project was begun on the State School Lands in Majors Creek
canyon. About 214 hectares (53 acres) on the east side of the canyon at elevations of
107-137 meters (350-450 feet) were cleared and planted. A total of 36,000 redwood and .
Douglas-fir seedlings were planted. In addition, about 500 nonindigenous trees from other
western states were planted.
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Policy:

Upon transfer of the State School L.ands to the State Park System, the department
shall remove all nonindigenous trees planted in the Majors Creek reforestation
project ares. ‘

When ormamental (exotic) plants are used as landscaping around park facilities, they often
contrast with the natural vegetation, calling attention to themselves and appearing
unnatural. Some ornamentals are also capable of spreading into native plant communities.

Policy:

No ornamental {exotic) trees or shrubs shall be planted in the park outside the
Cultural Preserve for landscaping or other purposes. Where landscaping or other
plantings are necessary, plants indigenous to the site and soils involved will be used.
Exceptions to this policy may be granted on a case-by-case basis.

d) Plant Succession

Most of the terrestrial plant communities in the upland region of the unit are in a dynamie
or successional state, where species composition is changing over time. These changes
are the result of a complex interaction of biotic and abiotic factors. By far the most
significant modifications to the land have been caused relatively recently by human
activities. '

L.ogging, brush clearing, and livestock grazing are some of the major factors altering the
vegetation of the unit over the past 200 vears. Also, the suppression of wildfires,
particularly during the last 50 years, has created conditions that favor the growth of
nonnative species and are detrimental to native plants, which are well adapted, and in
some cases, completely dependent upon periodic fires for reproductive success.

A preliminary study to determine the potential native vegetation of the area has been
made, but the many factors involved must be studied in depth.

To get some indication as to what the native vegetation of the upland region of the unit
might have been without modern human influence, a comparison was made between the
existing grassland and the potential native vegetation, determined by soil-vegstation
relationships developed by the U.S. Soil Conservation Service. The potential native
vegetation of the area was compared to the acreage of the existing grassland hy map
overlay. Approximately 640 hectares (1,580 acres) in the upland region is at present
considered grassland. Grassland, composed of greater than 70 percent grasses and forbs,
was shown to be the potential native vegetation on about 500 hectares (1,240 acres) or
80 percent of this present grassland community. Shrub or forest land, composed of less
than 70 percent grasses and forbs, was shown to be the potential native vegetation on
about 100 hectares (250 scres) or LS5 percent of the existing grassland. Potential
vegetation on about 30 hectares (80 acres) or 5percent of the present grassland was listed
as undetermined.
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Although this evaluation does give some idea as to the type of vegetation that couid have
been expected on the site if left undisturbed, the information cannot be solely used In
determining future floristic changes in the grassland community when factors, such as
grazing, are terminated and more natural influences are restored, such as periodic burning
through prescribed management. QOther factors, including the alteration of soil
charaeteristics which has occurred under past land uses, must also be considered.

Policy:

A program shall be developed to identify the distribution of plant communities in
the park prior to the impact of European man. This program shall identify specific
management methods to be used to restore and maintain, as completely as possible,
a native flora on lands north of State Highway 1. Maintenance of some of the open
grassland views now afforded in the uplands shail be considered in the management
objectives.

Forests which have been logged of redwood and have revegetated with various
evergreen forest species shall be managed toward their climax communities
proceeding from present conditions. Replanting of redwood is a possibility, but this
shall occur only after a study of soils and the existing vegetative complexes is
made. Findings shall direct the department in accurately reestablishing redwood if
this becomes desirable.

e;  Ecological Burning

Natural fire in certain habitats, especially in chaparral, is recognized as one of ‘the
ecological factors contributing to the perpetuation of plants and animals in those
habitats. In recent times, man has had an influence on the vegetation in the area through
the suppression of fire. Likewise, the suppression of fire has created a greater wildfire
risk with the buildup of vegetation and plant litter. Controlled ecological burning of small
parcels on a periodic rotational basis reduces the risk of destructive, uncontrolled
wildfires, and also maintains vegetative ecosystems and wildlife diversity.

Policy:

An ecolegical burning program designed to restore and perpetuate natural habitats
shall be deveioped and implemented.

f) Fire History Records

Fire history records, including precise locations and dates of all burns, are important to
the understanding and management of park vegetation. Burned areas can be manitared to
daocument recovery rates and succession patterns guiding future vegetation management
and ecological burning programs.

Policy:
A program for recording fire history in the park shall be developed and

implemented. This program shall apply to all burned areas of 0.5 hectare (I acre) or
mare in size. Coordination will be made with local fire departments.
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Wildfire Protection

A fire protection plan is required for 'protection of park resources and for visitor safety.
This also applies to park emplioyee residences.

Policy:

A fire protection plan shall be maintained and shall include prevention measures,
fuel management, visitor evacuation and safety, maintenance of fire access, and
acceptable firefighting procedures. The faet that prescribed burning may be used
for fuel reduction or vegetation management purposes does not reduce the necessity
for prevention and control of wildfires.

Animal Life and Habitats

Wilder Ranch State Park is in the Pacific Coastal Wildlife Region. The region extends
along the coastal mountains from Manterey Caounty, California, northward to the southern
part of British Celumbia.

Animal life is quite diverse in the park because of the unit's large size and variety of
habitats. Table 1, page 30, indicates the pertinent information on the eight major
terrestrial habitat types in the park.

a)  Wildlife Management

The protection and perpetustion of natural wildlife populations is one of the major
elements in the management cbjectives for the unit.

Feeding often causes an imbalance in the natural diet of wildlife and may also result in
cther behavioral changes that reduce the animal's ability to survive under natural
conditions. Feeding of wildlife, particularly larger species, may also pose a health and
safety hazard to the park visitor. Animals such as deer and raccoon, which have a
tendency to become tame around campgrounds and day-use areas, can suddenly bite or
kick when frightened, resulting in injury to the visitor.

Policy:

Wherever possible the department shall restore altered wildlife habitats as nearly as
possible to conditions they would be in today had natural ecoclogical processes not
been disturbed. Whether or not restoration of natural conditions is possible, it shall
be the policy of the department to avoid significant imbalances in the natural
wildlife populations caused by man's influences. If it is necessary to regulate the
populations by something other than natural means, the methods used shall be based
upon sound principles of wildlife management and shall avoid disturbance to other
natural values of the park.

Deliberate feeding of wildlife shall be strongly discouraged to protect both the .
animals and park visitors.
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b)  Wetland and Riparian Habitat Protection

Coastal wetlands are associated with most of the major drainages in the unit. The most
extensive wetland areas lie at the mouths of Wilder Creek and Baldwin Creek. Policies for
the protection and enhancement of the Wilder Creek wetland are given in the policy
section for the proposed natural preserve. The wetland at the mouth of Baldwin Creek
(Four Mile Beach) is not as extensive as the Wilder Creek wetland, but does provide
important wetland habitat.

Policy:

Coastal wetlands shall be managed in complisnce with the Resources Agency's
Policy for Preservation of Wetlands in Perpetuity (Sept. 1977). This policy states
that the "Agency and its Departments, Boards and Commissions will not authorize or
approve projects that fill or otherwise harm or destroy coastal, estuarine, or inland
wetlands,"

Natural tidal exchange to the Salicornia-Potentilla vegetation at the mouth of
Baldwin Creek shall be enhanced by the removal of a low dike across one of the
main rivulets feeding the marsh. The interior of the wetland shall be protected
from visitor intrusion by excavation of a small channel along the inland and
downecoast border of the wetland. This channel shall also be designed to increase
circulation and tidal flushing of the area.

Riparian corridors along watercourses also provide outstanding habitat values.
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Policy:

Riparian corridors along perennial creeks in the unit shall be protected against
significant alteration of vegetation and loss of other important habitat values. The
borders of the protected riparian zone corridor shall extend at least 15 meters
(50 feet) from both sides of the creeks. Any exception to this standard setback, such
as along that portion of Wilder Creek that flows through the proposed Cultural
Preserve, must be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.

The existing zone of riparian or natural growth along Wilder Creek below the Wilder
Ranch complex shall be widened to at least 15 meters (50 feet) on each side of the
creek by realignment of the existing agricultural access road. This will require the
loss of some agricultural production but will increase important wildlife values.

¢) Rare snd Endangered Wildlife Speci es

Wilder Ranch State Park is not known to provide important habitat for any rare or
endangered wildlife species listed by the Califarnia Department of Fish and Game.
However, 'the endangered brown pelican can be seen flying over and feeding offshore.
Also, the endengered peregrine falcon can be expected to be observed infrequently along
the ecoastline in this area.

d) Marine Life

The topography of the sea floor off Wilder Ranch State Park varies considerably. The area
inside the kelp beds is generally more diverse than areas outside the kelp beds. Inside the
kelp beds the substrata vary from low relief rock with sand channels and large boulders to
high rocks with deeply cut, sand-filled canyons with numerous crevieces and overhangs that
in sume arsas gradually slope into flat rock terraces. Immediately seaward of the kelp
the relief is wusuaily less pronounced; it varies from relatively flat rocks with shallow
. ledges and low relief in most areas to some localized areas with a more variabie
topography of large rock outcrops, boulders, and wide sand channels.

The subtidal flora is dominated by beds of pea kelp. In some areas the seaward edges of
these beds are fringed with bull kelp. The understory consists mainly of foliose red algae
and variable amounts of three types of brown algae. More than 80 other species of algae
are present in the area and some may be locally abundant.

Mare than 150 species of "intertidal and subtidal invertebrates have been recorded from
the acean in the vicinity of Wilder Ranch State Park. Subtidally encrusting compound
tunicates, solitery tunicates, sponges, and hydroids form the thickest groundcovers, but
even these are not dense in some areas. Giant red sea drchins and several types of sea
stars are the most numerous macroinvertebrates. Crabs and abalone occur in the region
but in most areas are sparse.

The marine environment off Wilder Ranch is within the Central California Seascape
Province which is a region of characteristic geological, chemical, and biological features
extending south from Sen Francisco Bay to Point Conception.

Based on the number and kinds of species of both marine plants and animals present, the
area is not particularly rich or unidue in species composition when compared to other
areas along this portion of coast. ™However, the site does support an ecosystem
representative of this section of the coast and this particular location is more suitable and
accessible to the underwater recreationists than most others in the area.
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Domestic Animal Control

In order to achieve a more natural wildlife population in the park, adverse influences by
domestic animals must be minimized. Uncontrolled domestic animals, particularly dogs
and cats, in the park may seriously disturb wildlife. Also, a visitor's experience can be
disturbed by the sight or intimidating action of a stray dog.

Policy:

It shall be the policy of the department to strictly enforce department rules and
regulations regarding doge and other domestic animals in units of the State Park
System. Domestic animals kept by residents on agricultural lease lands in the unit
shall be subject to the same rules and requlations, except when in the immediate
residence area. Domestic animals that relate well to the interpretive theme of the
unit may be kept in the Cultural Preserve or in the areas designated for the
interpretation of agriculture. '

Vector Control

Rodents, as well as other animals, may transmit diseases or support parasites capable of
transmitting certain diseases to man. The probability of mast diseases reaching epizootic
levels (disease levels in animals that resemble epidemic levels in man) and becoming a
possible health hazard to man is in many cases related directly to over-population of the
animal host. As animal populations become crowded, the possibility of disease increases.

-

Policy:

The populations of animals that are important vectors of disease, such as ground
squirrels, skunks, and raccoons, shall be visually monitored by field personne! while
pursuing their regular duties. If significant increases in animal observations are
reported in any particular area a public health officer shall be consulted. Should
epizootic levels of disease be found in areas frequented by the public, actions that
lower the vector population shall be investigated and carried out as necessary for
public safety.

Pesticides

The department, by virtue of its responsibilities in preserving, protecting, and managing
substantial portions of the California landscape and the ecosystems therein, must take a
leading role in preventing environmental pollution, whether by harmful pesticides or other
pollut ants.

Policy:

Pesticide use in the unit shall be directed by the policies in the department's
Pesticide Manual. In general, these policies require that chemical pesticides may
not be used until other possible methods are explored and found to be inadequate far
control of the pest(s) involved. These policies emphasize the use of biological
control or integrated pest management approaches.
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l.ands designated for cultivated agricultural use pose special problems and management
challenges. Standard agricultural practices currently employed for brussels sprouts
production in the region includes the use of several different types of pesticides. Use of

some

of these in the unit or on. adjacent lands potentially conflict with recreational land

use and natural resource preservation. Many of the pesticides now used in the area are
highly toxic te humanrs and extremely toxic to fish life.

The following policy is a guide to be used by the department in evaluating pesticide use on

lands
park.

in state ownership designated for cultivated agriculture in or, adjacent to the state

Policy:

In determining the acceptibility of any pesticide on agricultural lands within or
adjacent to the park the department shall give primary consideration te the health
and safety of park visitors. Of secondary concern shall be the protection of
important natural ecosystems within the unit. Agricultural productivity must be
subordinate to these two concerns.

Pesticides that are determined by the department not to be potentially hazardous to
park visitors or the natural environment may be approved for use.

Pesticides that are determined not to be potentially hazardous to park visitors but
which would significantly degrade important naturai ecosystems within the park
shall be prohibited.

Two basic options are available to the department in making a determination on the
use of pesticides that are considered to be hazardous to park visitors but are not a
significant threat to natural ecosystems. The first option to be considered is the
feasibility of using other less hazardous methods, including, but certainly not limited
to, other chemical compounds and integrated pest management. Increased cost shall
not necessarily be a factor in determining the feasibility of these aiternatives. OCn
state-owned landsd it may be. possible to adjust the fee schedule on agricultural
leases to compensate lessees for any impact on operating expense and production.
The second option in order of pricrity to be considered is the temporary closure of
the portion of the park in which the toxic pesticide is to be used and where resultant
health hazards would exist. With some pesticides commonly used in brussels sprouts
production, safe reentry periods may exceed several days. In some areas where
public use facilities are linear in nature, such as coastal hiking trails, closures may
be necessary for several weeks, depending on the timing of chemical applications to
adjoining fields along the entire length of the trail. When evaluating the
appropriateness of the latter option, the loss of recreational opportunity shall be
carefully weighed against the need for use of the pesticide in the context of the
declared purpose of the park (see Dectaration of Purpose).
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Cultural Resources

Both prehistoric and historic cuitural resources are common in the park. Extensive
prehistoric sites have been identified at all elevations; two of the largest of these are
included in the proposed Cultural Preserve. The central portion of the park contains at
least thirteen Native American sites, four historic zones, and several histaric features.
The State School Lands parcel has not been completely surveyed by the department's
Cultural Heritage Planning Section, but investigation has shown one Native American site
and Lhree possible historic zones there.

The management of the cultural resources at Wilder Ranch State Park is governed by
statutes, policies, and directives. The following portions of the Public Resources Code
pertain to the management of cultural resources: Section 5019.74 (if a cultural preserve
is designated); Section 5097.5; and Section 5097.9.

The specific directives from the department's Resource Managerﬁent Directives that
pertain to the cuitural resources of Wilder Ranch State Park are: 11, 24, 25, 32, 50-33,
58-60, and 63-72.

Native American Rasources

The area of Wilder Ranch State Park lies completely in the territory of the Costanoan
Indians, a Penutian-speaking people related both linguistically and culturally to the Coast
Miwok of Marin County. A discussion of aspects of Costanoan ethnography and
et hnohistory may be found in the Technical Appendix.

The Native American sites in the area of Wilder Ranch are of two types: 1) occupational
sites, which are assumed to be areas where people lived for some time, either returning
seasonally or remaining in residence throughout the year; and 2)task sites, areas that
were used only for performing specific tasks. The occupation sites are classed as either .
temporary or permanent. As one might expect, the temporary sites are generally smaller
and show less madification of the surrounding area than do permanent villages. The only
known task site at Wilder Ranch State Park is a bedrock mortar site.

The locations of Native American sites in Wilder Ranch State Park can be divided
topographically. Sites occur on the lowest marine terrace, the upper marine terraces, and
in the upland region. Foar purpeses of this discussion, the lower terrace is defined as the
area to the south and southwest of the existing right-of-way of State Highway 1; the upper
terrace is the area between Highway 1 and the 300-foot elevation level; and the uplands
refers to all other portions of the park. All of these sites are in various states of
preservation because of agricultural activity, hydraulic weathering, aeolean weathering,
and vandalism, among other factors.

a) Lower Marine Terrace Sites

The lower terrace contains six Native American sites. All of these Native American sites
are cccupation areas with much organic debris, a moderate tg high concentration of
shellfish remains, and some chipped and ground stone. These sites include CAISCR:25, 38,
39, 40, 123, and 12& SCR: 25 38, 40, and 124 are currently being affected by agncultural
activities.
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Policy:

It is the department's policy to mitigate further impacts on these sites by
establishing a buffer zone for each site. The width for each of these zones shall be
established on a case-by-case basis.

The least disturbed portions of these sites are along the bluff edges in areas that have not
been seriously used for agricultural purposes.

Policy: -
It is the policy of the department to totally curtail agricultural activities on these
sites. Until such curtailment is accomplished, department policy shall be to identify
buffer zones on a site-by-site basis during the trails planning effort.

SCR:3% and 123 underlie the Wilder Ranch complex. Bath of these sites have been
impacted by a variety of activities. SCR:39 has been significantly moved around during
the comstruction activities on State Highway 1. It has also been moderately damaged by
agricultural activities.

Policy:

It is the department's policy to establish a buffer zone near the bluff edge due west
of the ranch complex to help preserve what remains of SCR:39 and the westernmost
ranch structures.

SCR:123 is of undetermined size and lies under at least a portion of the structural
components of the ranch complex. [t is possible that the development of the ranch
complex as a dairy museum and activities associated with the preservation of the
structures in the complex will have an adverse impact on SCR:123.

Policy:
It is the department's policy that development in the Wilder Ranch complex shall not
be permitted to have any further adverse impacts on SCR:123. If it is deemed that

such impacts cannot be avoided, mitigation must be carried out at this site.

b) Upper Terrace and Uplands Sites

The upper terrace contains four archeological sites in the Wilder acquisition and one that
is just inside the granite sand quarry. Because of the closeness of the granite sand quarry
site to the park property line, it will be considered for management purposes. The upper
terrace sites include three areas of habitation debris containing shell and organic remains,
one rockshelter with associated habitation debris (in the granite sand quarry), and one
bedrock outcropping containing mortars. Site numbers in the upper terrace include
CA:5CR:108, 109, 110, 127, and 128.

Two other sites in the upland region of the park (CA:SCR:26 and 125) are reasonably large
areas containing much organic debris, with a moderate to light shell content and stone
tools on the surface. Several isolated artifacts were also noted in the upland area. These
sites are sensitive to impacts from both weathering and visitor use. The sensitivity zones
shown on the Detailed Allowable Use Intensity Map (Technical Appendix) are much larger
than the actual site dimensions o maintain confidentiality of locations.
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Cnly one Native American site has been notad on the State School Lands property. The
site lies just above the highway to the west of Baldwin Creek and constitutes an
extremely large deposit of cultural debris that is extremely sensitive. This site, recorded
in 1950, is CA:5CR:10.

Poli;y:

The department’s policy is to aveid primary impacts to these sites by careful on-site
evaluation so that no development will encroach on these resources.

At this time, no excavation or similar mitigation of the sites is indicated. The sites
should be examined at a future date to see if natural factors, such as aeoclean and
hydraulic erosion make it necessary for more active mitigative procedures. If any
developments which should threaten any site are planned in the future, a field
review of such developments shall be carried out per Resource Directive 70.

Due to the sensitivity of SCR:10 on the west bank of Baldwin Creek, all
development in that area shall be avoided. Agricultural use of this area will be
eliminated as soon as possible. In the interim, a 100-foot buffer zone around the
area shall be established.

Eurcamerican Resources

Historic resources in the Wilder Ranch acguisition include an old coast landing; an old
dairy site; the Wilder Ranch complex, including the stream improvements in Wilder Creek;
and the Baldwin Dairy Ranch complex, including the site of Estancia Rancho de Arroyo de
Matadero of Mission Santa Cruz; plus old road and railroad routes, and the agricultural
marine terraces. ' ‘

"The State School Lands property contains the remnants of the Scaroni Dairy Ranch, a

water tunnel belonging to the City of Santa Cruz, and an early paved road, locally called
Petroleum Mine Road.

A history of the area appears in the Technical Appendix.

Agricultural/Grazing Lands

Within Wilder Ranch State Park boundaries and along the coast in the park's area,
agriculture and cattle grazing occurred as early as the nineteenth century. Row crop
agriculture is known to have been practiced as early as ca. 1850, while the Santa Cruz
Mission grazed cattle in the area even earlier.

Policy:

It is the policy of the department to perpetuate the visual qualities of the historic
agricultural scene by maintaining and interpreting:

1)  Dairy cattle grazing only on suitable lands within the Cultural Preserve,

2) Row crop agriculture on lands designated for such use (see Land Use and
Facilities Plan Map, page 49). Reductions of acreage in row crop agriculture
may be made to protect cultural and natural resources or to implement the
department's objectives for public use. Np additional lands shall be used for
agricultural purposes without the specific approval of the department.
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Wilder Ranch Compiex

The Wilder Ranch complex is the largest and most historically significant set of structures
in the park. {See figure3.) The sixteen remaining structures are in various states of
praservation.

The Bolcoff Adobe (Building A) is in serious need of stabilization. Possibly the structure
could be restored as a two-room adobe which could then be used as a facility to interpret
the Mexican period of the property's history.

Policy:

Nothing shall be done to the adaobe building until an interpretive program is
formulated and a restoration study to determine preservation needs completed.
These studies shall be carried out and the department shall follow their
recommendations.

All structures in the Wilder Ranch complex, other than the Bolcoff Adobe, are wood frame
buildings and each is in need of a certain amount of repair, restoration, and stabilization.

Policy:

Each structure shall be investigated separately. The department shalil stabilize and
restore each building to the extent deemed appropriate.

Baldwin Dairy Ranch Complex

The same recormmendations, in terms of stabilization and restoration of the Wilder Ranch
complex, are true for the Baldwin Ranch complex. In fact, the milking barn and the
creamery at the Baldwin Ranch may be older than any of the structures at the Wilder
Ranch headquarters. Proposed use of the Baldwin Ranch complex as a staging area will
not impact the cultural resources in the area.

Policy:
It is imperative that the Baldwin structures be seriously examined for restoration
purposes at the earliest possible date. The structures most urgently needing

restoration and stabilization are the Baldwin ranch house, creamery, and dairy barn.

Historic Resources in Upper Terrace

Historic resources in the upper terrace zone of the Wilder Ranch parce!l include the ruins
of one” or more cabins in Peasley Gulch, the old dairy site above Old Dairy Guleh, and
several small outbuildings associated with the corrals due north of the Wiider Ranch
complex.

Policy:

Any primary impacts to these sites shall be avoided.
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- FIGURE 3

BUILDINGS OF THE HISTORIC WILDER RANCH
{Drawn from a ca. 1933 aerial photo)

Legend: (Dates of construction are in parentheses)

A. Adobe (1839) e *_, Storage barn; pig pen in back
B. First frame house (before 1871} {removed ca. 1945}

C. Addition to house (1904) *M. Drav horse barn

D. Caw barn: D1 and D2 {before 1871); N. Shops/bunkhouse

*D3 (added in 1875-removed late 1930s) O. Equipment and carriage shed (1891)
*£, Creamery (ca. mid-1860s-burned 1957); P. Horse barn (1891)

shown here with numerous additions .= Q. Victorian house (1896); additions in
F. Granary (1880) 1930s and 1940s
G. Dairy heifer training shed R. Garage (1903}
H. Dairy heifer feed shed S. Cernerib
I. Bull sted for breed bulls *T. Old wooden tank
J. Springhouse . *J, Slaughterhouse
K. Manure storage shed V. Site of existing house built in 1947

W. Wilder Creek (often called Meder Creek)

~ *No longer in existence
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Old Landing Site

The so-called Bolcoff or Cowell landing site is not sensitive to visitor impacts and need
not be considered in terms of a long-term management effort.

Historic Resources on the State Schoel Lands Property

This property contains the site of the dairy ranch of Pio Scaroni.

Regardiess of the historic significance of the Pio Scaronis as a dairying family in the
Santa Cruz area, very little remains of their dairy complex. The Scaroni Dairy is
moderately sensitive to visitor impacts. The remaining structures are probably best used
for agricultural implement staorage.

Policy:

Prior to any major development on the site, a testing program shall be carried out to
try to establish the location of the ranch house and other outlying structures., As
long as no development takes place in the area, the structures may retain their
present use,

The other historic sites on the Scaroni property are not particularly susceptible to visitor
impacts. The Petroleum Mine Road should be researched, and at least a small portion of
it should be maintained as an interpretive exhibit. The City of Santa Cruz water tunnel
should be maintained by the City of Santa Cruz, and if they intend to abandon the use of
the reservoir and the associated trestle and tunnel, consideration should be given to
maintenance of these features by the Department of Parks and Recreation.

Poliey:

The department ghail research and maintain, as appropriate, the Petroleum Mine
Road and also the water tunnel if it is abandoned by the City of Santa Cruz.

It must be remembered that only 20 percent of the area of the Scaroni property has been
adequately inventoried by Cultural Heritage Planning staff.

Palicy:

A complete survey of this property shall occur if any development is planned for the
area.

In summary, the principal cultural resource policies for Wilder Ranch State Park are

preservation, with no development af the existing Native American sites in the park. The
Wilder Ranch headquarters complex should be classified as a cultural preserve.
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FIGURE 3

BUILDINGS OF THE HISTORIC WILDER RANCH

(Drawn from a ca. 1933 aerial photo)

Legend: (Dates of construction are in parentheses)

A. Adobe (1839)... oo

B. First frame house {before 1871)

C. Addition to house (1904)

D. Cow barn: D1 and D2 (before 1871);
¥D3 (added in 1875-removed late 1930s)

*E, Creamery (ca. mid-1860s-burned 1957);

shown here with numerous additions

F. Granary (1880)

G. Dairy heifer training shed

H. Dairy heifer feed shed

I. Bull shed for breed bulls

J. Springhouse

K. Manure storage shed

~ *No longer in existence

*L. Storage barn; pig pen in back
{removed ca. 1945)

*M, Dray harse barn

N. Shops/bunkhouse

0. Eguipment and carriage shed (1891)

P. Horse barn (1891) .

Q. Victorian house (1896); additions in
1930s and 1940s

R. Garage (1903)

S. Corncrib

*#T. Old wooden tank

*#_J. Slaughterhouse

V. Site of existing house built in 1947

W. Wilder Creek (often called Meder Creek)
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Aesthetic Resources

Wilder Ranch State Park encompasses a variety of landscape and scenic features including
rolling surf, coastal beaches and lagoons, ponds, flat to gently rolling marine terraces
rising in step-like levels, dramatic cliffs, and deep wooded canyons which break the
terraces at intervals from esast to west. The lines, forms, colors, textures, and contrasts
of these features present to the viewer a pleasing and sometimes exciting visual
experience.

From the middle and upper terraces, there are outstanding panoramic views overlooking
the grassiand terraces, canyons, agriculture operations, and the beaches and coastline
along Monterey Bay. An exceptional view of the lower Majors Creek drainage is afforded
from an overlook atop the third marine terrace on the southeast edge of the canyon at an
elevation of 120 meters (400 feet). Another outstanding view is that of the massive slide
in Baldwin Canyon from the top of the slide area on the fourth marine terrace at an
elevation of 170 meters (560 feet).

Closer views are afforded in the individual terraces which are framed to the east and west
by the fringes of forest and brush of the canyons. Enclosed views are provided beneath
the forest canopy, and especially beneath the riparian growth in the canyon bottoms. The
scenic interests beneath the riparian forest are complemented by the sights and sounds of
birds and by flowing water during the winter and spring seasons. Hanging ferns and
flowers at the fern grotto near the historic landing site present an especially rare
enclosed view.

Aside from the ocean, several smaller water bodies are, at close range, strong scenic
eiements here. These include Wildlife Lake at Four Mile Beach and several ponds along

. Baldwin Creek, and also in the grassland terraces. Visual interest here is heightened by

the sights and sounds of birds, frogs, and other wild animals.

The Wilder Ranch complex, with its various buildings and facilities set amidst the pastoral
scene, provides -an interesting picture whether viewed close at hand or from a somewhat
greater distance, such as an elevated vantage point in the uplands.

The visual qualities associated with the park do have some negative aspects. The major
detraction is the sanitary landfill located near the center of the park. This inholding is
owned and operated by the City of Santa Cruz. Chemical waste ponds, developed on a
ridge east of the fill area, are visible from the middie to uppermost regions of the park.
Offensive odors from these ponds and the landfill area itself occur in the area. The
sights, sounds, and smells created by the operation present an atmosphere that extends
beyond the boundaries of the site and which is perceived as incompatible with most park
uses. [t must be noted, however, that the landfill operation was begun long before the
park was envisioned. Nevertheless, efforts should be made by the state and the city and
county of Santa Cruz to relocate the landfill site to a less conspicuous location.

Ancther operation that lowers the scenic quality of the area is the sand quarry site north
of and immediately adjacent to State Highway 1. The quarry is readily visible from some
upland regions of the park. Landscaping measures taken along the highway have reduced
the visibility of the site from passing motorists.
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Recreation Resources

The varied topographic features of the unit offer a variety of possible recreational
opportunities. : '

Beach and Coastline

Four Mile Beach is the longest high beach area in the unit. This area has been used far
general beach activities for several years and good surfing is available off the upcoast
portion. Other smaller beaches along the coast provide more isolated recreation
opportunities. The coastline between major beaches is for the maost part impassable
during high and moderate tides due to the steep shoreline bluffs.

Notable spots in the area for nature observation include intertidal, table-like outcrops
that provide some tidepoal habitat. One of these table formations, just downcoast from
the mouth of Old Dairy Gulch, is used extensively by harbor seals as a haul out area. The
fern grotto, just downcoast of the haul out area, also has important value for nature
observation. Visitor use in these areas must be controlled to minimize adverse impact to
the resources.

Other activities possible in the coastal portion of the unit include surfing, swimming,
picnicking, sunbathing, fishing, skin diving, photography, painting, and hiking. Use in
certain areas may be restricted where dangerous conditions exist.

Coastal Terrace Between the Ocean and State Highway 1

The principal recreational use of the extensive agricultural lands in this area is to provide
access corridor to and along the shoreline. Interpretation of the history of the Wilder
Ranch complex can provide impartant recreational opportunities.

Uplands

The uplands provide an excellent opportunity for passive recreation and appreciation of
the natural features in the park. The variation in land form and biotic communities in the
area provide good opportunities for nature study and observation. The opportunities for
hiking and horseback riding are fairly good, especially on the upper terraces. However,
travel through the deep, heavily vegetated drainages that divide the terrace lands requires
the use of established and maintained trails. Opportunities for destination-type activities,
such as camping and picnicking, do exist on some of the the more gentle upland slopes.

ALLOWABLE USE INTENSITY

Califarnia state law (Section 5019.5, Public Resources Code) requires that a land carrying
capacity survey be made before any park or recreational area development plan is
prepared. As a step in determining carrying capacity, the department first determines
allowable usge intensities for the various parts of the unit. This evaluation serves as a
general guide, indicating areas in which natural or cultural resource sensitivity will affect
development planmning.
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Allowable use intensity is determined by analysis of three companents: 1)management
objectives; 2) visitor perceptions and attitudes; and 3) impact of any development and use
on natural and cultural resources.

The management ocbjective for Wilder Ranch State Park is set forth in the statutes
defining a state park (see Classification section, page 11).

The second component, visitor perceptions and attitudes, involves assessing the social
objectives of the department, what the recreationist perceives as an acceptable
recreational environment, what degree of isolation or crowding is acceptable, and other
perceptions and attitudes pertaining to the quality of the visitor's recreation experience.
Although these factors are very difficult to quantify, this component's influence is
extremely important. State park planners must take a leading role in increasing the
public's awareness and appreciation of a high quality recreation experience.

The third, and most important, component in determining allowable use intensity involves
an analysis of the natural and cultural resources to determine the area's physical
limitations for development of facilities, and the ability of the ecosystem to withstand
human impact (ecoclogical sensitivity), This analysis is based on a number of
considerations including:s cultural resources sensitivity; scils and their erodability and
compaction potential; geologic factors, such as slope stability and relief; hydrologic
considerations, including potential for poilution of surface waters, flooding, and for
depleting surface and groundwater through water use; vegetation characteristics, such as
durability, fragility, and regeneration rates; occurrence of paleontological strata; and
wildlife considerations, such as tolerance to human activity, wildlife population levels,
and stability. Additional considerations in determining ecological sensitivity are: rare
and/or endangered plants and animals, unique botanic features or ecosystems, or examples
of ecosystems of regional or statewide significance (marshes, riparian areas, and vernal
pools).

Based on the preceding factors, allowable use intensity for lands in Wilder Ranch State
Park were determined as shown in the allowable use intensity map, figure 4. Five ciasses,
ranging from very low to very high, are shown. Also included is a general description of
the types of activities or uses which may be appropriate in each catagory. Acceptable
intensity of use, which is often regulated by the density of facilities, is also given for
some uses.

During the planning process, congiderations other than those used in developing the
allowable use intensity map, such as aesthetic, visual, socioeconomic, and design factors,
indicated a need for use intensities in certain areas to be different from that shown on the
use intensity map. Specific site investigations eof these areas were made and it was
determined that with appropriate precautions and mitigation measures, higher use
intensity may be acceptable.

Criteria used in developing allowable use categories and the major supportive data on

resource censtraints and sensitivity area are summarized in the Technial Appendix.
Additional data are on file with the department.
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LAND USE AND FACILITIES ELLEMEMT

EXISTING LAND USE

Regional I_and Use

Wilder Ranch State Park is located on the north coast of Santa Cruz County. This area is
a mixture of industrial, residential, agricultural, park, and institutional lands.

Industrial activity is located near Natural Bridges State Beach and the community of
Davenport. The City of Santa Cruz has intensive residential development while many of
the lands near the park are developed as rural residences. Most of the north coast
benchlands are under intensive agricultural uses in contrast with the steep, wooded
canyons which are sources of commercial redwood timber. The University of California
campus at Santa Cruz is located near the eastern boundary of Wilder Ranch State Park.

Project Area Land Use

State Highwayl divides Wilder Ranch State Park into a coastal benchlands area and an
uplands area. The benchlands south of the highway include the bluffs, terraces, estuaries,
and beaches. The uplands to the north include gently sloping terraces, small creeks, and
steep-walled, forested canyons.

High bluffs protect the coastal benches from the mighty Pacific along maost of the unit's
waterfront, Above the bluffs on the terraces are the open fields used for the cultivation
of brussels sprouts. Clustered in several areas on the terraces are associated farm
structures.

The bluffs are interrupted by a number of small beaches with estuaries that are important
wildlife areas. Traditionally Wilder Beach and many of the smaller beaches have been
protected from intensive human use and have developed into wildlife havens, particularly
for birds. The larger beach areas are very popular recreation areas where surfing,
sunbathing, and beach walking have been allowed. However, without supervision these
areas have developed litter problems and some experience enough crime and questionable
activities to make families hesitant to use these isolated beaches.

Portions of the uplands are also used for agriculture and grazing. There is some row crop
production on the lower marine terraces; many of these fields are in seed production,
supplying the needs of brussels sprouts growers on the benchlands. The open grassiands
have been grazed by cattle since mission days. Currently certain areas are ieased for
grazing part of the year.

The steep canyons are perhaps the most scenic area of the uplands despite the evidence of
early logging. These watercourses are still heavily wooded with second growth redwoods,
oaks, California bay, and Douglas-fir.

At present two major inholdings in the unit can potentially conflict with visitors' sensory
perceptions and enjoyment of Wilder Ranch State Park. The sand quarry and sanitary
landfill are both visually unattractive and detract from the unit's scenic qualities.
Additionally, the landfill can produce offensive odors and extensive noise paollution
affecting various portions of the state park.

The inholdings should have a minimum effect on the park users. This can be accomplished

by limiting public use near the affected areas or by mitigating or eliminating the
undesirable activities.
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REGIONAL RECREATIONAL NEEDS ANALYSIS

Santa Cruz County is a major recreation destination for many northern Californians. The
mild termperature of the coast contrasts with the extreme temperatures of the interior
valleys, and the beaches and towering redwoods appeal to the nearby urban populations. It
is estimated that more than five million people live in the San Francisco Bay Metropolitan
complex while nearly one million persons reside in the Sacramente Valley Metropolitan
area. Approximately four and one-half million people live in 1-1/2 hours' travel time of
Wilder Ranch. Table 2 shows the day-use visitor origin for the state units in this area;
table 3 shows the typical origin pattern of overnight visitors.

Table 2

DAY-USE VISITOR ORIGINS FOR STATE BEACHES IN SANTA CRUZ AREA

Qrigin . %
San Francisco Bay Area
& Central Valley 58
Santa Cruz County 1s
Southern California 13
Qut-of-state 10
Tabie 3

OVERNIGHT VISITOR CRIGINS FOR SELECTED STATE PARK SYSTEM
UNITS IN SANTA CRUZ AREA*

Henry Cowell New Brighton Seacliff
Origin _ Redwoods SP 5B SB
San Francisco Bay Area 58% 47% 44%
" Central Valley and 14% 35% 33%
Northern California
Southern California 15% 7% 2%
Santa Cruz County 5% . 7% 16%
Qut-of-State 4% 4% 5%

*Data based on 1977 Ticketron reservations

Existing F acilities

A number of recreation opportunities exist in Santa Cruz County. Table 4, compiled fram
data supplied by Santa Cruz County, shows federal, state, county, and city recreational
- facilities in the county.

Demand for recreation opportunities is far greater than the available supply in Santa Cruz
County. Coastal camping demand is extremely high. The facilities at New Brighton and
Sunset state beaches are usually full throughout the summer camping season, Statistics
reveal that Seacliff State Beach is full 100 percent of the time, with a turn-away factor
of 92 percent (as measured by the Ticketron reservation system through TICKETRON).
That is, only 8 percent of the peopie requesting space at Seacliff can be accommodated. -
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Table 4
RECREATION FACILITIES IN SANTA CRUZ AREA

Existing State Pack Units
in Santa Cruz County

WATER
TRAILS CAMPING FACILITIES RECREATION COMMENTS

az0nNa=2x23c08880

ACRES

8ig Masin Redwoods 5P
Highway 9, Big Basin

41 15 | 6 36 [t8g | § 175

Cur very first state park
14,5760 mi. | mi | mi’ | unite {units | unis] @ [unic| @ [ @ | @

unit

Castle Rock 5P
Intersactian Mwy. 9 & 35

%5 5

1372 umity units

Henry Cowell Radwoods
Highway 9, Fulton

ap9zs 10 1 18] 13 * 267 2 main entrances and
’ mi. mi. § mi. units uais units, Fail Creek suburb

Farest of MNiserte Marks
Aptos Cresk Rd, Apros

In permanent “wildernass”
2,781 state

Manresa State Beach
Watsonviile

Plans for davelopment with
= L4 G5 watk-in sites

Matural Sricges SB
Santa Cruz

. uhits

New Brighton 58
Capitola

.2 8 121118 37 5,000 LF of ccean
93 m. mi. | units| units ® Jiain L . frontage

Seactiff 53
Agras

i Class “T'* campsi
85( . mi. G ® @ psites

only

Sunser 58
‘Waronviile

298 . units | units | unic units

Twin Lakes S8
Sanza Cruz

86| ® ® 9,500 LF af ocaan
frontage

Wilder Aanch 5P

Sanza Cruz (incl. school lands)

4,800,

In piarming stages

Sanza Cruz Mission SHP
Santa Cruz

Not vet opan

LEGEND

EXPLANATION

Hiking
Only
Harsahack
Riding
Inturpretiva
Trail
Davetoped
Class A
Graup
Traiter
Sanitation
Picnic
Exhibit
Foad
Serwice
Supplies
Swimming
Fishing
Boating

Existing Sarmtas Cruz
LCoumy Parks

WATER ADDITIONAL FAGILITIES
CAMPING FACILITIES RECREATIOM AND

QNBE0%ESS0 CoNMENTS

Aptos Village Park
Soquel Dr., Aptas

Commumity building has a
8 i * b kirchen

Ahbort Square
Caaper St., Sanza Cruz

0357 Benches only

Ben Lomond Park
Mill St., Ben Lamond

Comrmunity busiding has 3 kitchan,
5 bl L Library with annex.

Freedam Lake
Freegom Blvd., Ben Lomond

Fishing lake and picme
o 0 (9 e

Highlands Park
Hwy. 9, Ben Lomond

Estare house, seniors cottage, bathhouse,
swimming pool

Maza Villags
Grean Valley, Watsonville

Maran Laiks
€. Cliff, Santa Cruz

Mo facilities, natura exgioranon and
g beach access

Place de Mar

Ne facilinies
2.6

Schwan Lake
17th Ave., Santa Cruz

15 No Faeitites

Pinto Lake County Park
Watsanville

® Caretakars houses, boathouse and
Bbarns

Saats Cruz Gardens
Katnerine Lane, Sarta Cruz

Seotz Park
Fraedam Bivd,, Watsanviils

Soquet Aoadside Park
Maun 5t., Sequel

-

LEGEMD

Interprenive
Tratk
Developed
Graup
Community
Building
BBO/Picnic
Playground
Equipment
Aestrooms
Swinming
Fislung
Baating

Hikiny
Equestnan




Table 4 (con',) , —

Ewsting Santa Cruz City Parks . TRAILS ' FACILITIES HZO REC ADDITIONAL FACILITIES
ud — AND
[+ P 3 r s -
A T S ome
4 blocks of grean bet veith drain
Bethany Curve 25( @ stresm e
Group Picnic to 700. 2 basketball
Da Lavegs Park 585 hl g e il courts with lights
¢ e Just opened; skateboard court, rest-
Darby Park 4 room proposed
Skaweboard court and | wrf
¥radrick Street Park 4 LA arsa aree
Garfield Park 1.8 ® L B Tree swing is a main fasture
Grant Park 2 [} L e
Senall snack stand with train concess.,
Harvey Waest Park 25| @ L4 LI L L i summer. Clubhouge, 6 basebalt
Jahn Franks Park b1 LR
Farmai park with fsuntaing andg
Kaiser Maza 1 benches anly
tighthouss museum with
Lighthouss Paint b L telescops
4 IENANIS COUTTS With
Mike P. Fax 1.5 . tights
Park and wildtife sanctuary.
Naary’s Lageon 40 . L L Carwalk propased
Devalopment to be axpected summar
Qcezn View Park 2.5 1979
Duck gand, bowiing green, outdoor
San Lorenzo Park 8 | ® % & 0O stage with lighting
Group picnic 1o 75 and large opan
Star of the Saa Park 1.2 * . o * fawn
Lake, fishing for 16 and younger
West Lake Park 7| ® ® large turf
D
g Z | 2 = | =
LEGEND AEARE 5 Sy 3 g < 3cize|B é £
s 13| 5|2 5|58 5! 35 38333/85(33|53 3
I ] =18 T |Ud | & = |lagl> 5 238238 | &

Egquestrian and Hiking Trails

Santa Cruz county has one of the highest horse/person ratios in the state. The majority of
the horses are located in the suburban fringes around the cities and in the rural areas.
The department has developed equestrian and hiking trails in most state parks of Santa
Cruz county. Additionally, a 200-mile trail system has been planned to innerconnect the
park trails. Wilder Ranch State Park has the potential of providing an important link in
this trail network.

Hostel

In 1978 the department published the California State Parks System Coast Hostel
Facilities Plan, proposing the establishment of hostel facilities at public park and
recreation areas on or near the coast and readily accessible to low and middle income
populations of major urban areas, The department has proposed the establishment of a
pilot system of hostels — one serving the San Francisco Metropolitan complex and one .
serving the Los Angeles/San Diego complex.
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The proposed northern chain of pilot hostel projects would stretch from Marin County to
Santa Cruz. In the Santa Cruz area, the pian recommended that a hostel be located at
MNatural Bridges State Beach, with Wilder Ranch as a recommended alternative site, Since
the completion of the hostel pian, department staff has further evaluated the sites at
Natural Bridges and Wilder Ranch and now recommends that the hostel be located at
Wilder Ranch State Park.

PLAN PROPOSALS

The proposals for land uses and facilities are meant to mest existing and anticipated
resource and recreational needs. They reflect the opmlons of concerned citizens as well
as extens;ve study by department staff.

PROPOSED LAND WUSE

All of the proposed land uses have been carefully formulated to accommodate natural and
cultural resource needs, recreational deficiences and opportunities, and operational
requirements.

Cultural Preserve

The proposed cuitural preserve will consist of the Wilder
Ranch complex and grounds immediately surrounding it
(see Land Use and Facilities, figure 5). This zone will
be set aside for the sole purpose of interpreting and
demonstrating the history of the area, the ranch, and
the dairy industry. Only activities essential to the
implementation of the program outlined in the
interpretive Prospectus will be allowed In this zone.
Support facilities, such as parking lots and maintenance
facilities, will be located outside the cultural preserve.

Natural Preserve

It is proposed that 32.6 hectares (80.3 acres) of wetlands
at the mouth of Wilder Creek be set aside as a natural
preserve {(see figure5). Strict adherence to policies
defined in the Resource Element will be critical in the
protection and enhancement of the Wlder Creek
wetlands and beach area of the preserve.

Public access into the preserve will be restricted to
authorized conducted tours. Only department staff and
individuals authorized by the area manager will be
allowed entry into the site for the purpose of
investigations or habitat improvement. In addition to
these tours, the coastal interpretive trail will. permit
interpretation and description of the preserve at
overlook points along the coastal bluff bordering the
wetlands.
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Agricultural Lands

Because the existing agricultural lands are of such
significance, it Is the department's intent to retain row
crop production on  existing agricultural lands not
required for cultural and natural resource enhancement
or public use. The boundaries of agricultural lands
delineated in figure5 represent a careful balance.
between public use and protection of coastal resources
on the one hand and protection of the agricultural
resources on the other. Additional reductions in
agricultural lands will only be considered for the
purpose of mitigating conflicts in the implementation
of the department's objectives for resource protection
and public use.

The implementation of this plan will result in less than 10 percent reduction of existing
row crop acreage. Such reduction will occur in the following locations:

o Adjacent to the cultural preserve for the purpose of vehicular circulation and
parking.

0 Within the natural preserve and other riparian areas for the purpose of habitat
enhancement. '

! Around the Four Mile Beach area for the E;urpose of vehicular and pedestrian

. cireulation, day-use parking, and avernight camping.

o] Along the coastal bluff and perimeter of the agricultural fields to minimize
coastal erosion and provide a linear path for the trail system and interpretive
tour,

Other less significant reductions of agricultural production may occur as the resuit of -
administrative, management, or operational needs.

Underwater Area

The Advisory Board on Underwater Parks and Reserves
has recommended that the submerged lands off Wilder
Ranch State Park to the 20 fathom depth line be
designated as part of the unit. This action will preserve
underwater  resources and prevent commercial
development of minerals. These areas will be managed
and operated in accordance with the guidelines set
forth in the California State Park System Underwater
Parks Master Plan. To enhance and encourage scuba
diving at Wilder Ranch State Park, access to underwater
areas off Strawberry, Four Mile, and Three Mile
beaches will be provided.
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Park _ands S

The term “park lands" refers to all state park lands not
previously zoned for a specidl purpose (i.e., cultural
preserve, natural preserve, agricultural lands, and
underwater areas), Land uses allowed in this zone are
in accordance with the state park classification and will
include day use, ovemight use, and administrative and
operational use.

PROPQOSED FACILITIES

The lands of Wilder Ranch State Park will serve the public in a wide variety of
ways-- natural and cultural preserves, agricultural lands, and diverse recreational
activities. The facilities needed to implement these numerous uses have been carefully
designed to be in harmony with the environments in which they are located and to serve
their purposes efficiently.

The retention of Wilder Ranch’s natural and scenic qualities was one of the department's
underlying plamning concepts. This has been accomplished by clustering intensive
developments together, leaving most of the site In its natural state or minimally
developed. '

Maost intensive recreational developments are clustered in the Four Mile Beach use area
and the Lower Baldwin Canyon use area. These areas are adjacent to Highway 1;
therefore, vehicle intrusion into the interiors of the park have been reduced. The net
rasult of this land use design is a less intrusive distribution of facilities.

Trails

Since maintaining minimal vehicular circuiation and penetration into the site was a prime
consideration in the development of this plan, trails play an important role in the
enjoyment and interpretation of Wilder Ranch State Park. This "hike and see" design
concept is meant to emphasize the natural and scenic qualities of the park by
deemphasizing the intrusive automobile.

One of the objectives of this trail system is to provide unabtrusive access to the various
resources that make up Wilder Ranch State Park., The trail user will have the opportunity
to experience many diverse environments-- sandy beaches and coves, coastal bluffs, open
marine terraces, oak-covered canyons, grassy meadows, and redweood forest.

Beyond simple sccess, these trails also provide recreational oppeortunities. Not only will
the avid backpacker have miles of challenging, wilderness-like trails, but the less athletic
walker will be able to choose less challenging, short and level loop trails. Interpretive
trails are being provided for those who wish to learn more about the natural and cultural
values of this unit. Appropriate equestrian trails have been designated to open Wilder
Ranch to those who enjoy horseback riding. The variety of trail types and environments
will result in a trail system that satisfies the widest range of needs.
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As indicated on the General Plan map, an eguestrian/hiking trail connection is being
developed between Wilder Ranch State Park and other park lands. This connection will tie
into the Santa Cruz Mountains trail system identified in the California Recreational Trails
Plan, linking Wilder Ranch State Park with Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park and Big
Basin Redwoods State Park.

Three existing underpasses will connect the uplands trails with the coastal trails., These
trail underpasses are located at the Wilder Ranch area, Four Mile Beach/Lower Baldwin
Canyon area, and, at the upper end of the park, below the Marine Terrace Campground.
The Wilder Ranch underpass can be used for state park service vehicles; the others will be
{imited to pedestrian traffic only. For the layout of the Wilder Ranch trail system, see
Land Use and F acilities Map, fig. 5.

The three different types of trails and their total lengths are as follows:

Miking trails 55.40 kilometers (37.1 miles)
Equestrian/hiking trails 14.56 kilameters (9.1 miles)
Interpretive trails/tours 5.28 kilometers (3.3 miles)

Trail Design Criteria

Trail design and construction should be in accordance with the Department of Parks and
Recreation standards and specifications delineated in the California Recreational Trails

Plan. Design criteria particularly applicable to Wilder Ranch State Park are as follows:

o Hiking Trails .
- When paossible, all trails should follow existing logging and skid roads, wagon and jeep
trails, or cattle paths.

Generally, the minimum width of the uplands hiking trail will be 0.6 meter (2 feet).
At the trailneads or other areas-of high concentration, a larger width may be
required.

Vegetation and other obstacles will be sufficiently cleared from a trail to permit
hikers to pass single file, free of hazards, and without touching vegetation. As a rule,
the clearing will be 1.2 meters (4 feet) wide and 2.4 meters (8 feet) high.

The coastal hiking trail will require a buffer zone of native vegetation between itself
and the bluff edge of 5 meters (16.4 feet). A 6-meter (19.7-foot) buffer zone will be
maintained between the trail and agricultural lands. The native vegetation on the
coastal side of the trail will help control biuff erosion and act as a safety measure.
The buffer between the trail and the agricultural lands will segregate and help
protect those two uses from each other. In areas that have a high potential fer
trespassing and crop vandalism, more aggressive buffers may be considered, such as
mass planting of impenetrable vegetation, ditching, or fencing. (Because of
agricultural irrigation practlces, ditching is considered the most desirable by the
farming interests.)

Both coastal and uplands trails will have occasional overlooks at points of interest.

This will allow the department to choose safe viewing areas and will also reduce the
chance of undesired straying off the established trail.
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o  Eguestrian/Hiking Trails

Faor equestrian/hiking trails that are in open spaces and have good sight distance,
minimum trail width will be 1.52 meters (5 feet). In closed-in areas that have poor
sight distance or areas of high concentration of users, 2.44 meters (B feet) will be
mare appropriate.

As with hiking trails, vegetation should be cleared to 0.3 meter (1 foot) on either side
of the trail. Equestrian trails should have a minimum of vertical clearance of
3.1 meters (10 feet).

o Interpretive Trails
The coastal and uplands interpretive trails will be 1,52 meters (5 feet) wide.

To whatever extent possible, all of the interpretive trails should be accessible to the
disabled. These trails should be surfaced with either compacted soil, soil cement, aor
garthtone paving materials.

The trailhead for the uplands interpretive trail starts at and leads through the
historic Wilder Ranch complex. If, in the future, heavy trail traffic detracts from the
historic scene, this trail can be realigned to the west of the ranch. if this happens,
special care should be taken to mitigate any impacts on existing archeological sites in
this area.

The trailhead for the coastal interpretive trail will be at the Wilder Ranch Use Area
parking lot. The trail will provide access to the coastal bluffs and natural preserve
averlooks. There will be an interpretive shelter with panels and other display
materiais at the traiihead. .

MNatural Pre'serve

Though some site improvements to change water flow
and drainage may be made, the natural preserve will
require little or no manrnade facilities. Interpretation
will be provided offsite at the interpretive shelter for
the coastal interpretive trail. In accordance with
resource management policies, the department will
reestablish native plant material to provide appropriate
wiidlife habitat. If deermmed necessary, planting buffers
can also be used to visually and physically separate
adjacent agricultural activities from the natural
preserve. ‘

Wilder Ranch Use Area

Interpretation

The primary interpretation effort of the park will be
focused on the Wilder Ranch complex. Interpretive
facilities will present the following themes:

- Dairy industry in California ‘
- History of the Wilder Ranch and surrounding area
- Natural resources of the area
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To accommodate these interpretive themes, many of the ranch structures will have to be
stabilized, renovated, or even reconstructed. The interpretive program is discussed in
greater detail on page 66; the buildings and administrative facilities needed to implement
the program are discussed here. Buildings are grouped by commaon interpretive themes.

g California Dairy Museum Group

California Dairy Museum Group represents major facility developments because

in
::.Rxm.uu:; structures will not meet uxap;cy space chuucnucuta ar '}JPG‘v’idc adeqdate

artifact security or protection. It is recommended that a reconstruction of the
griginal nineteenth-century creamery be used as the new dairy museum. This
reconstruction will be visually in character with the ranch complex and is ideally
sited for this visitor activity. The new structure's interior will be designed to
accommodate the specialized audiovisual and display requirements.

In conjunction with the reconstructed creamery, the dairy cow barn will be used to
help interpret and present the entire dairy ranching story.

0 Residential House Musesums

Parts of both the 1894 Victorian residence and the Bolcoff Adobe will be used as
house museums. The interiors of these structures will be furnished with period pieces
and the gardens and grounds restored in order to accurately recreate the historic
scene. To adequately present the adobe, major restoration will be required.

o Farm Apnimal Demonstration Group .
The farm animal. demonstration group of buildings inciudes the carriage/horse barn,
granary, and adjacent corrals. These buildings will be used to house farm and ranch
animals, Few facility improvements will be required to implement the animal
demonstration program.

o Environmental Living/Demaonstration Group

The ranch house, shop and bunkhouse, and equipment shed will be used for an
environmental living program. Environmental living programs have been established
in several State Park Systerm units. Such a program allows school or other groups of
young people to visit a unit {usually overnight) and learn about a particular historical
era by participating in a wide range of activities designed to bring that era to life.
At Wilder Ranch the students will live and work as ranch hands or other residents of
the nineteenth century. Interpretive displays and demonstrations will offer visitors
of all ages the experience of living history.

The ranch house's kitchen will be used for group meals and should be restored to its
period. This will include old-fashioned cooking utensils and wood stoves. The
upstairs rooms will be used as ovemight accommaodations for the participants in the
environmental living program.

The upstairs of the machine shop/bunkhouse building will serve its original purpases.
The upstairs will be available as sleeping quarters for the environmental living
program. The downstairs blacksmith and mechanic’s shop will be made operational
with furmishings and equipment of the period. Many of the water-powered tools are
still available and could be made functional.
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The equipment shed will provide storage for buggies, buckwagons, hay balers, or even
vintage automobiles. The ranch equipment will be used during the environmental
living program, and the shed could also be used as a classroom during inclement
weather.

Administrative Offices

Maintaining the integrity of the historic scene is of prime importance at the cuitural
preserve. For this reason, the main administrative office for the park will be located at
the Lower Baldwin Canyon area; however, a-small office is needed at the Wilder Ranch
complex.. The southern portion of the ranch house could serve as an interim visitor
orientation and park office. Environmental Living Program administrative duties and
some dairy ranch interpretation could occur here. The contemporary bungalow, located
on the entrance road, is also well suited for park offices, visitor orientation, storage of
artifacts, interpretive programs, ar certain administrative services.

Vehicular and Pedestrian Circulation

‘The existing entrance road leading into the Wilder Ranch complex was the old coast

highway, and it will require some improvements to provide safe access. A point of entry
from the new Highway 1l will require improved sight distance and some realignment to
provide safer tumning radiuses. The entrance road will be widened to accommodate the
increased traffic.

A parking lot will be located outside the cultural preserve yet as ciose as possible to the
main activity area (see Land Use and Facilities). This site is generally out of view from
most of the cuitural zone, but will require some screen planting to visually buffer it. The
parking lot will accommuodate 74 automobiles and 4 buses. A bus drop-off zone should also
be constructed. The design capacity of this lot will provide parking faor visitors to the
Wilder Ranch complex, as well as users of the interpretive trails and tours.

Access from the parking lot ta the histaric ranch complex will be routed down the old
railroad bed cut through the pasture south of the highway, then directly into the ranch
driveway. This entry path will provide the park visitor with a picturesque view of the
ranch complex. Sg as to make this complex more accessible to the disabled, the path will
not exceed a 12:1 slope.

Access for the uplands interpretive trail will lead through the ranch to the existing
underpass and beyond. Access for the coastal interpretive trail will lead directly from the
parking lot, over the railroad tracks, and on to the coastal bluffs.

Visitor Contro! and Orientation

An entrance station kiosk will be located at the proposed parking lot. This location will
permit staff to monitor carrying capacities and provide visitor control and orientation.
An interpretive shelter at the trailhead for the coastal interpretive tour will provide
orientation and information concerning the natural features of this state park unit.

Picnic Areas
Picnic areas will be designated in the Peasley Gulch and Wilder Creek areas. Both picnic
greas will be a little more than one-half mile from the Wilder Ranch complex.

Improvements will consist of picnic tables only, with no barbecues, Siting of these picnic
tables should not be visually intrusive on the natural scene.
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Four Miie Beach Use Area

The highest inmtensity of beach use will occur at Four
Mile Beach, which, over the years, has proven its
popularity. The beach receives year-round use, and
most of the same activities that make it so popular,
such as surfing, sunbathing, and simple enjoyment of
walking on the beach, will continue.

To complement these activities, the following
additional facilities will be developed to improve the
beach users' enjoyment, health, and safety.
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Buffer Zone

The Four Mile Beach use area facilities will be located on lands that are currently void of
permenent vegetation. Theréfore, this site is exposed to coastal winds and directly
affected by adjacent agricultural activities, Planting and earth grading in a large buffer
zone (200 feet minimum width) will be established to mitigate these problems. Adequate
wind control can be attained through proper use of berms, mounds, and plant material.
These windbreaks can effectively eliminate uncomfortable coastal breezes in the
campground area, ‘

Plants have the potential of helping to sbate gaseous, particulate, and odoriferous air
pollutants. The proposed buffer zone may provide natural atmospheric purification of
agricultural chemicals.

Native plant material will be used in the buffer zone and use areas to create a natural
appearance.

Vehicular Circulation

An entrance road and formalized railroad crossing will be constructed to allow safe access
to and from the use area. An entrance station kiosk with a turnaround and parking spaces
for a few vehicles will be placed along this entrance road.

Currently beach users park their vehicles along Highway l, a hazardous and unsightly
situation. A day-use parking lot accommodating 113 vehicles and 3 buses will be located
south of the railroad tracks and west of the Four Mile Beach wetlands, Not only will this
off-street parking be safer, but with screen planting, it will not be visible from either the
beach or Highway 1.

Access for the Disabled

To make Four Mile Beach accessible to the disabled, a paved path will lead down the bluff
to a comfort statien. A portable path/ramp could lead from the termination of the paved
path to the mean high tide level. All or just portions of this ramp may be installed during
the main use season, then remaoved to prevent winter storm damage.

Sanitation Facilities

Adequate numbers of trash receptacles will be supplied at the parking lot, restrooms, and
on the beach. This will relieve the existing litter problem which has plagued Four Mile
Beach for years. A comfort station/dressing room will be constructed for day users along
the entrance path at the foot of the bluff. Qutdoor showers would also be appropriate at
this location.

A trailer dump station will be installed near the kiask.

Facilities for Scuba Divers

Divers' gear washing facilities should be provided at Four Mile Beach comfort station. To
make access to the downcoast Three Mile Beach and the Strawberry Beach underwater
areas rmore convenient, hand carts for carrying equipment will be allowed on the trails, or
vehicle delivery to a dropoff area will be allowed on a special use permit basis gnly. ‘
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Wetlands Protection

The portions of the Four Mile Beach wetlands now under cultivation will be restored to
their natural condition. ’

Fencing, ditching, signing, and screen planting may all be used to prevent people from
entering the wetlands. These wetlands have been abused in recent years. Although they
are not as significant as the wetlands being set aside as a natural preserve at Wilder
Beach, every effort will be made to manage and protect them In accordance with the
policies of the 1976 Coastal Act and the Resource Element.

Four Mile Beach Campground

A 120-unit campground will be located just west o6f Four Mile Beach and wetlands on the
first marine terrace. This is the only location being considered feasible for coastal
camping along the nearly five miles of ocean frontage. Tao help satisfy some of the
demonstrated need for coastal camping, this campground will be intensely developed at a
rate of Bsites per acre. The campground will be supplied with a comfort
gtation/combination building, and each campsite will include a picnic table, cook stove,
food locker, and tent pad. No utility hookups will be provided, though a trailer dump
station wiil be placed near the exit of the Four Mile Beach use area.

Qther Area Beaches

Though Four Mile Beach is the main beach use area, there are three other beaches being
opened for public use. Upcoast there is a beach which consists of a series of three
fingerlike coves (pocket beaches); downcoast from Four Mile Beach are Three Mile Beach
and the smaller Strawberry Beach. The only access to these beaches is by foot trail. [t is
the department's intent that all three beaches be retained in their natural and primitive
state.

Unlands Staging Area at Lower Baldwin Canyon

The Staging Area at Lower Baldwin Canyon will be the
starting point for Wilder Ranch uplands users, Day-use
hikers, hiking campers, and all equestrian users will
enter the uplands use area at this point, leaving their
vehicles here, and begimning their journey on foot or
horseback. The following facilities and facilities design
criteria are proposed for the uplands staging area.

Vehicular Circulation

The existing entrance road into the site will be improved by developing better sight
distance at the entrance, widening the lanes, and realigning the road to produce safer
turning radiuses. Bus stops for uplands use will be sited on the highway adjacent to the
Lower Baldwin Canyon Uplands staging area entrance road.
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Buffer Zone

The Four Mile Beach use area facilities will be located on lands that are currently void of
permenent vegetation. Therefore, this site is exposed to coastal winds and directly
affected by adjacent agricultural activities. Planting and earth grading in a large buffer
zone (200 feet minimum width) will be established to mitigate these problems. Adequate
wind control can be attained through proper use of berms, mounds, and plant material.
These windbreaks can effectively eiiminate uncomfortable coastal breezes in the
campground area, '

Plants have the potential of helping to abate gaseous, particulate, and odoriferous air
pollutants. The proposed buffer zone may provide natural atmospheric purification of
agricultural chemicals.

Native plant material will be used in the buffer zone and use areas to create a natural
appearance.

Vehicular Circulation

An entrance road and formalized railroad crossing will be constructed to allow safe access
to and irom the use area. An entrance station kiosk with a turnaround and parking spaces
for a few vehicles will be placed along this entrance road.

Currently beach users park their vehicles along Highway l, a hazardous and unsightly
situation. A day-use parking lot accommodating 113 vehicles and 3 buses will be located
south of the railroad tracks and west of the Four Mile Beach wetlands. Not only will this
off-street parking be safer, but with screen planting, it will not be visible from either the
beach or Highway 1.

Access for the Disabled

To make Four Mile Beach accessible to the disabled, a paved path will lead down the bluff
to a comfort station. A portable path/ramp could lead from the termination of the paved
path to the mean high tide level. All or just portions of this ramp may be installed during
the main use season, then removed to prevent winter storm damage.

Sanitation Facilities

Adequate numbers of trash receptacles will be supplied at the parking lot, restrooms, and
on the beach. This will relieve the existing litter problem which has plagued Four Mile
Beach for years. A comfort station/dressing room will be constructed for day users along
the entrance path at the foot of the bluff. Outdoor showers would also be appropriate at
this location.

A traijler dump station will be installed near the kiosk,

F acilities for Scuba Divers

Divers' gear washing facilities should be provided at Four Mile Beach comfort station. To
make access to the downcoast Three Mile Beach and the Strawberry Beach underwater
areas more convenient, hand carts for carrying equipment will be aillowed on the trails, or
vehicle delivery to a dropoff area will be aliowed on a special use permit basis oniy. '
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Visitor Contral Point and Orientation

A visitor contact station will be located in the existing equipment barn adjacent to the
entrance road. This barn will be renovated and will also house the park administration
office and restrooms with showers. The faeility will provide visitor orientation for the
various forms of recreational activities to be administered from this point.

Baldwin Dairy Ranch

The Baldwin Dairy Ranch complex dates back to the same era as the Wilder Ranch.
Though the Wilder Ranch compiex will receive the main interpretive emphasis at Wilder
Ranch State Park, some [nterpretation of dairy ranching will take place here., To
whatever extent possible, most of the existing structures will be saved because of their
interesting visual character.

Dav-lse Parking for Hikers

A paved parking lot for the convenience of day-use hikers will be located between Baldwin
Creek and the existing cow barn. There will be space in the lot for 26 vehicles and a bus.
Hikers will follow a foot trail along the east side of the creek to the uplands.

Enroute Camping at Day-lUse Parking Lot

An enroute camping area is needed to help reduce the unautharized vehicle camping along
the highway that is prevalent in this part of the coast. It is possible to use the proposed
day-use parking lot for enroute camping if campers are limited to a single night's stay,
and come in after mormal day-use hours and leave early in the morning, before day-use
activities begin. It Is suggested that each enroute camping vehicle be allowed to occupy
two day-use parking spaces; this would give the camping area a capacity of 13 vehicles.
Several picnic tables will be provided between the parking lot and the creek for these
campers’ convenience. Restrooms with showers will be available in the renovated
eguipment barn,

Equestrian Staging Area

The proposed equestrian staging area i3 a very specialized facility which is best
segregated from cther general public use areas. For this reason, it will be sited at the
northernmost end of the Lower Baldwin Canyon area. Vehicle traffic into the area will
be limited to equestrian users. All day-use pedestrian traffic will be on the opposite side
of Baldwin Creek, thereby eliminating foot traffic through the eguestrian parking area.
Specialized equipment such as hitching racks and watering troughs will be provided.
V ehicle circulation and parking will be designed to accommodate truck and trailer rigs.
Alsg, for the convenience of equestrian users, picnic tables will be placed around the
perimeter of the staging area.

As with day-use parking, the equestrian staging area will be buiit for both day and
overnight use. This gives the eguestrian users the option of using the park for several
days without having to shuttle their rigs back and forth each day.

The equestrian staging area parking lot will provide parking spaces for 20 vehicles with
trailers. .
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Hike-In Camper Parking

An area will be set aside for uplands campers’' vehicles between the equestrian staging
area and day-use parking lot, providing & large buffer between these two use areas. The
campers can leave their vehicles here for the extent of their stay. The parking lot will
have spaces for 48 vehicles as well as a bus drop-off zone. Certain security measures may
need to be taken to protect these unattended vehicles fram vandalism and theft.

At this embarkation point to the uplands area, an interpretive shelter will provide
information on the marine terrace environment, with emphasis on vegetation and animal
types, geology, and hazards.

Administrative Facilities

This location is an important visitor control point for Lower Baldwin Canyon and the
nearby Four Miie Beach use area; therefore, security staff housing will be required.
Though the existing ranch house will be used for security staff housing, there may be a
need for an additonal residence. Any new structures must be architecturally in character
with the Baldwin Ranch complex, or screen fram visitor use areas.

Majors Creek Use Area

Two campgrounds are proposed for development in this
portion of the wuplands. Each have a different
environmental setting and each will .offer a different
type of camping experience. As with many other
elements of this plan, the department is attempting to
meet a wide range of user needs.

Vehicular Circulation

An entrance road will need to be constructed. This will be the only vehicle access into
the uplands (other than service roads). The road will be paved, but should be kept to a
minimum size with limited site grading to maintain a low profile in the environmental
setting. Earthtone paving material would be appropriate for all hard surfaces installed in’
the uplands.

An entrance station kiosk will be located at the 300-foot elevation level just below the

Marine Terrace carmipground. Parking and e vehicle turnaround will also be provided at
this location.

Parking Lot

A 25-vehicle parking lot, including 2 bus spaces, will be located on the northern side of
the Marine Terrace campground for users of the Majors Creek walk-in campground.

Marine Terrace Campground

The Marine Terrace campground will be a 130-unit campground of the loop-and-spur
design. Since this is a 30-acre parcel, the density will be 6.5 campsites per acre, which is
considered average for this type of development.
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Each camp spur will include a parking space, picnic table, cook stove, food locker, and
tent pad. Comfort stations/combination buildings will also be provided.

This site is now grassland and open to the coastal winds; therefore, prior to development,
extensive plantings must be established. Native plant materials will be used to provide a
dense understory and comfortable tree canopy, as well as a natural appearance. It might
be appropriate to first mass plant the area, then come back at the time of construction
and simply clear out what is not desired.

Majors Creek Walk-In Campground

Access.'to the Majors Creek campground will be by foot trail only. The concept behind
this design is to provide a natural resource-coriented camping experience for those people
who cannat use hike-in campgrounds. These people may be physically unable to hike great
distances or simply not equipped to do so. In either case, they are normally confined to a
vehicle-oriented campground.

The distance between the parking lot, located adjacent to the Marine Terrace campground
and to the walk-in campground, will be approximately 670 meters (less than 0.5 mile) with
an elevation change of 24 meters (78.7 feet). The average slope will be 3.5 percent,
making it a relatively comfortable walk. Moreover, through proper design and
maintenance, the campground and trails leading to and from it will be accessible to
orthopedically disabled persons.

An interpretive shelter with information on Majors Creek geology and ecosystems will be
located at the beqginning of the foot trail that leads from the parking areas to the
campground. .

Because parking will be located ocutside the canyon, the natural environment of Majors
Creek will not be interrupted by the sights and sounds of the automaobile or recreational
vehiele.

Majors Creek covers 8 acres and only 30 campsites are being proposed. The result is a
very low density of 3.8sites per acre. The campground will be supplied with a comfort
station/combination building, and each campsite will include a tent pad, cook stove, picnic
table, and food lockers.

Uplands Camp Center Use Area

The Uplands Camp Center is a focal point for all
uplands users. This facility should be considered the
heart of the Wilder Ranch uplands property. The trails
system supplies access from the parking lots to this
camp center; then from the camp center the trails
radiate out to the hike-in campgrounds.

Camp Center

The WUplands Camp Center will consist of the following features and facilities:
o  Existing shed and barn with corral

o A comfort station/combination building, which will be architecturally in character
with the ranch theme
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Connected to the combination building, a cook. structure and covered eating area
which will include:

Sinks with running water

Coockstaves or barbecues

Food preparation counters

Trash receptacles

Sit-down eating space for a minimum of 90 people
Six outdoor picnic tables with barbecues
An outdeoor assembly area and level open space

An existing, one lane, all-weather road (to be used for service/emergency access)

The structures can be used for protection in inclement weather.

The camp center is meant to satisfy the needs of day and overnight users alike. The day
user will find this facility conveniently located for day hikes. Having this rest stop on a
day hike will encourage more families, schoo! classes, and organized groups to walk in the
uplands of Wilder Ranch State Park, seeing sights they might not otherwise have had the
opportunity to enjoy.

Though the camp center will accommodate the needs of day hiker and individual/family
camper, heavy emphasis will be placed on group camper use and its special needs because
this park is located near a large urban area that has few group-oriented campgrounds.
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The Wilder Ranch camp center and accompanying hike-in campgrounds are particularly
suitable to group camping use for the foilowing reasons:

¢  The five surrounding campgrounds are in gasy hiking distance.

o Supplies can be delivered to the area, thereby accommodating ionger stays. (One
service vehicle per group will be ailowed to bring in supplies.)

o The all-weather service road provides emergency access to the camp center. (Each
group will be allowed to retain one vehicie at the site for emergency use.)

o Large cooking facilities and eating areas are ideally suited for group meals.

o The camp center can aiso be used in between meals as an assembly area and outdoor
classroom.

o The open spaces surrounding the camp center structures can be used for organized
activities. =~

o Parking faeilities for hike-in camper buses will be provided adjacent to the
maintenance yard.

Five Hike-in Campgrounds

Each campground location has been chosen to take advantage of the variety of the natural
and scenic qualities of Wilder Ranch's uplands property. These primitive camps will have a
minimum of facilities and be designed to fit into the naturai setting, with little or no site
disturbance, Other than clearing vegetation to delineate campsites, the only proposed
facilities will be portable comfort stations and fire pits or camping stoves. Water will be
supplied where it is feasible.

The number of individual sites per camp and the desigmn capacity are as follows:
(Upper Baldwin Creek) Camp - one family site, or 30.group users.

(Upper Corral) Camp - eight family sites, or 64 group users.

(Hidden Oaks) Camp - four family sites, or 80 group users.

(Horseshoe) Camp - 13 family sites, or 104 group users.

{Big Meadow) Camp - 10 family sites, or 80 group users.

Though each campground can accommodate any kind of overnight user, the first three
camps. listed are particularly well suited for group camping because they are closer to the
camp center than the other sites.

These five campgrounds have been placed in what the staff considers the most appropriate
locations. However, because there are so many good potential campground sites in the
uplands, it may be desirable to relocate some of them, or even rotate their use. For
example, a site 100 meters (328 feet) west of the camp center would be easily accessible
to orthopedically disabled persons, if a demand for such a facility should be
demonstrated. If there should be a need for accommodating very large groups of campers,
one of the many meadows could be used for short periods of time. Any such change must
be approved by the Development, Resource Preservation and Interpretation, and
Operations divisions.
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Hostel

The California State Park System Coast Hostel
Facilities Plan's objectives are to provide basic, safe,
sanitary, and attractive overnight facilities that will
accommodate recreation travelers for a limited time at
reasanable costs.

The system of overnight accommodations will be
designed with special emphasis placed on access by
nonmotorized  iravelers, hikers, bicyclists, and
equestrians, but facilities will also be available to
Individuals who arrive in motorized vehicles. Special
attention will be given to recreation corridors and sites
possessing greatest scenig, histoarie, cultural, and
recreational potentials.

At Wilder Ranch the hostel will be constructed at the Four Mile Beach use area, an the
entrance road between Highway 1 and the railroad. This site offers hostelers good access
to both the wooded uplands and the sandy beach, and is adjacent to a recommended bus
stop. Locating the hostel here will not have an adverse impact on any natural or cultural
resopurces of the park. The site has good scenic qualities, but some planting will be nesded
to screen the facility from the nearby highway. Fortunately, the proposed landscaping of
the campground and day-use area will enhance the esthetics of the hostzsl area and buffer
it from agricultural activities, .

The hostel could be constructed prior to other facilities at Four Mile Beach use area.
Utilities are close at hand and only minimal improvements to the entry road would be
required. Plans now call for an 80-bed structure, but development will probably be phased
with early stages accommodating smaller numbers.

Some aspects of such development that should be considered are:

1. A van-type vehicle would be useful to shuttle hostelers to and from Santa Cruz
when bus service is not available. (Such a service is provided at many other
hostels.)

2. The hostel will need some buffering from the adjacent agricultural fields.

3. Landscaping for wind protection as well as screening from the highway far
visual and noise reasons will be required.

4. Adequate vehicular parking for visitors as well as hostel employees should be
provided.

5. Space for interpretive displays should be provided in a central location.
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OQPERATIONAL 'AND ADMINISTRATIVE FACILITIES

A number of support facilities are required to operate and administer any State Park
System unit. But because of Wilder Ranch State Park's many and varied land uses and
visitors' activities, the required support facilities here are particularly numerous and
specialized. For example, there are at least four different kinds of trails to be
maintained and ten different campground locations to be administered.

The department's operational and administrative facilities at Wilder Ranch will consist of
maintenance shops and yards, staff housing, and park operation offices.

Maintenance Shops and Yards

The maintenance yard wiil be located just off Dimeo
Lane, sandwiched between the City of Santa Cruz's
sanitation landfill and the sand quarry operation. There
are a number of reasons this site is well suited for a
maintenance facility:

0 This area is unsuited for visitor-oriented activities because of its location
between two undesirable land uses, the landfill and sand quarry. Since the
public will not visit this area, the maintenance facilify will not have an adverse
visual impact.

0 This site is centrally located in the state park unit and is easily accessible from
Highway 1.
0 A one-lane road leads from Dimeo Lane into the uplands of Wilder Ranch State

Park., This is the only ail-weather access into the upper reaches of the ranch,
providing maintenance persaonnel quick and easy access.

There exist private lands and structures adjacent to the proposed maintenance yard
location which could be used as a maintenance center. This group of structures, if
acquired, could be put into operation with only minimum improvements. These private
lands and structures should be considered as a viable alternative to the proposed
maintenance center location.

The facility itself would consist of storage of outdoor equipment and supplies, service
.yards, repair shops, covered storage areas, and maintenance staff offices. Almaost all unit
maintenance will either occur at this point or be administered from here,

Because it might be visible from vantage points at higher elevations, this facility should
be appropriately mass planted to screen it from other use areas in the park.

Secondary or specialized maintenance shops and storage could be developed in other
locations in the unit. These satellite shops could supply day-to-day maintenance needs
more conveniently when located adjacent to the facility or activity requiring maintenance
support. The satellite shops shouid be kept to a minimum and not be intrusive on the
visitor use areas or cultural zones.
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A ten-bus parking lot will be located adjacent to the maintenance yard. The main purpose
of this ot will be to provide spaces far group campers' buses, but the area could also serve
as an overflow lot for general day-use visitors' buses.

Staff Housing

Most staff will be housed on site, generally in existing residences located at various points
in the unit.

For security reasons, staff housing should be included at the following loeations: Lower
Baldwin Creek and Four Mile Beach areas, the Wilder Ranch area, and the maintenance
and shop yard.

Adequate consideration must be given to the selection of any staff housing, The
department must be responsible to the park visitors and their perceptions and enjoyment
of the state park unit. A staff residence should not be intrusive on or detract from the
natural and cultural resources being presented.

Most farm lessees have already relocated off the state park property. Those farm lessees
still remaining will be encouraged to relocate. The houses thus vacated could then serve
as residences for department staff,

The Department of Parks and Recreation will also work with the Santa Cruz Housing
Authority to develop new farm labor housing in order to eliminate the existing
substandard labor housing at various locations in the state park.

[f any new houses are required, they will be constructed so as to be architecturally in
character with existing ranch/farm housing, or will be completely screened from all public
use areas including trails, parking lots, and Highway 1.

One location considered appropriate for clustered staff housing is located between the
Wilder Ranch complex parking lot and sand quarry inholdings. This area is presently used
for housing and would require a minimum reduction in the row crop fields. It is also
removed from public use areas and visually buffered.

Park Offices
A total of six park offices are proposed. They are:

Entrance kiosk for Wilder Ranch Complex and trails in that area

Entrance kiosk for Four Mile Beach area

Entrance kiosk far Marine Terrace Campground and Majors Creek Campground
Visitor orientation/park administration office at Lower Baldwin Canyon
Visitor arientation/park administration office at Wilder Ranch complex
Maintenance staff office at maintenance shop/yards off Dimeo Road

The entrance kiosks and maintenance office have been described on pages 53, 55, 58, and
59 respectively.
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The visitor orientation/park administration office at Lower Baldwin Canyon will be
located in the Baldwin Ranch complex. This complex consists of several old buildings - a
house, a creamery, a shed, and twao barns. The park office will be placed in an equipment
barn that is adjacent to the proposed entrance road. This structure will have to be
renovated, but the character of the building will be retained inside and out to keep the
general old ranch atmosphere. The cutside dimensions and architecture will remain the
same and high, expased beam ceilings in the interiar will retain the "barn” feeling.

The lower Baldwin Canyon office will be the chief office of the park and will include:

Q Administrative office space faor Wilder Ranch State Park

0 Lobby and information counter for visitor services
o Restroom facilities (with showers for overnight users)
a Entrance station contact point on east side of the structure, facing the

entrance road

A secondary visitor service office will be located in the Wilder Ranch complex. This
office will provide the administrative and visitor orientation needs for the historic
ranch, interpretive programs, and dairy museum {(see page 67).

INTERPRETIVE PROGRAM

A brief summary of the proposed interpretive program at this state park is given here.
For more detailed information and descriptions of the proposed interpretive development,
see the Wilder Ranch State Park Interpretive Prospectus, dated QOctober 1979, located in
the department's Central Files.

Interpretive Themes

Interpretive efforts will focus on the cultural resources relating to the history of the
region, the Wilder Ranch, and the dairy industry in California. The department intends to
interpret the flow of history at Wilder Ranch State Park. The primary theme of
interpretation will be the history of dairying in California. Because Wilder Ranch is one of
many family dairies on the California coast, it is an appropriate place for the
interpretation of the California dairy industry.

One secondary theme will be interpretation of the history of the Wilder Ranch and
surrounding region. Maost of the ranch complex is still intact, providing the department
with a unique opportunity to present an accurate picture of what it was like on a ranch of
this era. In addition to this, the existing Bolceff Adobe and the MNative American
archeological sites can be used to interpret the flow of history of this area.

Another secondary theme will be interpretation of the various natural resources of the
state park. Many of the unusual natural features at the park could be interpreted along
foot trails leading from the Wilder Ranch area parking lot, including the cliff retreat due
to coastline erosion, the fern grotto, the seal haul-out rock, and the often spectacular
spring wildflower show.
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Methods and Media

Broad, diverse interpretive methods and media will be employed at the historic ranch
complex and elsewhere in the state park. At the Wilder Ranch Complex, interpretive
displays and panels, brochures, and books should be made available to the park visitor, as
well as quided tours, house museumns, demonstrations and hands-on experience,
environmental living programs, and appropriate concessions developments. This would all
be done in an effort to enrich the visitor's enjoyment and understanding of the chosen
interpretive themes.

The rest of the park will be much less intensively interpreted. Self-quided trails will be
the main method of interpretation. Panels and interpretive shelters will be used as low
profile orientation devices at trailheads and points of entry into the park. There may be a
nature interpretive center developed at the trailbead for the nature interpretive trails if
future visitor demand justifies it. At places where facilities permit, there will be
campfire programs and guided nighttime interpretive walks.

Interpretation Programs at Specific Sites

The Wilder Ranch Complex

The Wilder Ranch Complex buildings are divided into groups that will provide interpretive
services centered around particular themes: the California Dairy Museum group, the
Residential House Museum group, the Farm/Ranch Animal Demonstration group, and the
Environmental Living/Demonstration group.
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California Dairy Museum Group

[n the reconstructed 1880 creamery building, audio-visual presentations and artifact
displays will create a clear picture of the history of the California dairy industry.
The interior of the cow barn will be renovated to enable the park visitor to see how
cows were handled and milked. This barn will also house some of the larger dairy
artifacts and displays. Guided tours and demonstrations will be particularly
interssting to school age children by providing them with "hands on" learning
experiences, with both animals and the tools used to produce dairy products.

Residential House Museum Group

The 1896 Victorian residence will be presented as a house museumn. The Victorian, in
contrast to the rough and utilitarian nature of the 1870 ranch house, will be presented
in & manner that depicts its refined and stylish character. Since there are virtually
no original furnishings available, the department will acquire appropriate pieces of
the period, as funding permits, to recreate the interior scenes. Guided tours through
the house will enable the department to present the subtleties of life on the ranch
during the tum of the century.

The Bolcoff Adobe will be restered, though not to its original dimensions since it may
have occupied the same space as the Victorian home. This is the oldest structure on
the property, and as such can serve a dual function: first as a house museum with
furnishings of its period and, secondly, as a point of interpretation for the pre-1848
history of this area.

Farm/Ranch Animal Demonstration Group

The carriage/horse barn, built in 1891 and now the most prominent building at the
ranch, together with the granary and adjacent corrals, provides still another focus of
attention. Typical ranch animals such as cows, horses, chickens and other fowil,
sheep, goats, and possibly hogs should be on display in this area. One demonstration
considered particularly important to the Wilder Ranch would be milking cows. A few
cows of various dairy breeds could be kept, and milked, at the ranch.

Environmental Living/Demonstration Group

The spatial and functional relationships of the 1870 ranch house, machine and
blacksmith shops, upstairs bunkhouse, and the equipment shed are ideally suited for
housing an environmental living program. The buildings could be used for eating and
sleeping functions, as well as activities including cooking, creating period crafts, and
warking in the shops.

An environmental living program should be developed to allow children the
opportunity to live in the ranch buildings for a short time to experience what life was
like on a typical ranch/dairy farm at the snd of the nineteenth century. The machine
and blacksmith shops could be restored, using water power and Pelton wheels now
existing on the ranch. Water was used to provide power in these buildings before the
1880s. Demonstrations in these work areas could illustrate not only how the ranch
was once powered by water, but also how the tools were made at the time. A
restored farm kitchen in the 1870 residence could use the wood-burning stove and old
methods of food preparation for the environmental living program and other ranch
lifestyle dermonstrations.
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As staffing permits, a kitchen garden could be planted and maintained adjacent to the
1870 ranch house, and used for interpretive and demonstration purposes both in the
environmental living and other proegrams, This garden should strive to re-create with
as much authenticity as possible the ambience of the kind of garden which could have
existed between 1880 and 1895 in this location. [t should be no larger in size than any
garden planted within the ranch complex during this period which provided food for
the ranch people. It should contain only those species of plants that were commonly
planted during that period in this region. The methods of gardening and the tools that
were used in the late nineteenth century should be faithfully reproduced, as well as
the dress of the people tending the garden. Furthermore, only as many people should
be involved in caring for the garden as would have been typical during the period in
question. The food produced by the garden should be used only for demonstrations for
interpreting the ranch to the public.

o Other interpretive services provided in the Wilder Ranch area will include walking
tours, one interpreting the coastal natural resocurces and the other the uplands
resources. 1he natural preserve will be presented from an overlook on the adjacent
coastal bluffs. Brochures will aid the visitor in the understanding and appreciation of
this sensitive area. Further along this trail, the fern grotto and seal haul-out rock
will be interpreted. Because of the sensitive nature of the coastal interpretive trail,
it will be either a ranger-guided tour or ranger-patrolled trail to provide necessary
visitor control.

The uplands interpretive trail will be a self-guided ‘tour of many of Wilder Ranch
State Park’s scenic and visual qualities, In addition, the historic water system, which
supplied water to the Pelton wheels on the ranch, can be interpreted.

Natural Preserve

Interpretatjon of the natural preserve will be provided mainly by the interpretive shelter
at the parking area (or a possible future nature interpretive center, if demand warrants
it), though it may be supplemented by brochures and other printed material or guided
tours, as staffing permits. Emphasis should be put on the fragility of the area, its changes
over time, how its different ecosystems relate to one another, and particularly interesting
species to be found there, such as the snowy plovers and the harbor seals. As funding
permits, srnall shelters or blinds for wildlife observation should be constructed on the
bluffs overlooking the preserve and the seal haul-out rock.

Lower Baidwin Canyon

Interpretation of cultural resources at Lower Baldwin Canyon will be secondary to the
area's natural and recreational resources, though park visitors should be given the
opportunity to view and read about the old cow barn and creamery. Interpretive panels
located near these structures could fulfill this function. The interpretive shelter at the
trailhead to the uplands will stress the natural environment with particular attention to
the marine terrace formations, the naturally-occurring macadam on the terraces, the
vegetation mosaic, the role of fire in maintaining vegetation patterns, and common
animal species found in this area. Opne display should deal exclusively with the hazards of
poison oak. Literature supplementing all of these subjects should be available in the
visitor contact station at Lower Baldwin Canyon.
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Four Mile Beach Use Area

The Four Mile Beach use area has many features that require some interpretation,
including the beach and coves, the coastal bluffs and headlands, nearby wetlands, the
underwater resources, the agricultural activities on the coastal terrace, coastal erosion,
and beach formation. Tidal and current movements should be especially stressed for
recreational safety. All of these subjects could be touched upon in panels and other
displays in the interpretive shelters. The campfire programs could provide more detailed
treatment of specific topics for those wishing more information.

Majors Creek LUse Area

interpretive services in this area should be oriemted to the overnight user. The
interpretive shelter should include exhibits treating the geology of the canyon and the
plant and animal associations found within it. The hazards of poison opak should also be
included, Campfire programs and nighttime interpretive walks could supplement the
graphic itreatment of these subjects and provide maore detail, thereby enhancing the
camper's appreciation of the state park.

Hostel

Interpretive exhibits at the hostel at Wilder Ranch State Park should provide thorough
overview of the natural, cultural, and recreational resources of the state park. The
contrast and relation of coastal and upland ecosystems should be explained, as well as
some of the unusual natural features found in the state park. Some interpretive panels
should be devoted to the Wider Ranch complex, showing what educational and
recreational opportunities are available to park visitors there. Brochures for the
interpretive trails should be available. The various recreation areas within the unit shouid
be indicated on a2 map and natural or historic features found there explained to hostel
users. The importance of the agricuitural activities on the coastal terraces and the
methods used should also be included in the hostel interpretive exhibits.

"CARRYING CAPACITY

The allowable use intensity analysis provided in the Resource Element (see page 36) guided
the planners in determining the type, location, and intensity of developments. When
deciding on the types of facilities to be proposed, considerations such as the classification
limitations, user needs and recreational deficiencies, and operational requirements had to
be considered in light of the allowable use and intensity spec:fzed for each area before
final site selection could be determined.

During the process of site selection, field investigations were carried out by a team of
development and resource management staff, in accordance with the procedure indicated
in the Resource Element, page 13. Sensitive areas were avoided as much as possible, but
sometimes design factors indicated an overall suitability of a site despite some problems
that would have to be dealt with. For example, the old coast highway lies in an area
designated for low use, but it offers the best and most appropriate access to the proposed
Wilder Ranch compiex., In any area where the design capacity level of use exceeded the
allowable use intensity, it was determined what mitigations would be required to permit
the higher use intensity. In every case standard measures can be taken to provide
appropriate mitigation. These spemﬂc measures will be an integral part of development
implementation.
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The preferrsed design capacity (actual carrying capacity to be permitted) identifies a
particular level or intensity of use that will satisfy the department's rescurce
management requirements as well as park users' needs and desires. Typically, the design
capacity is well below the allowable use intensity level defined in the Resource Element
in order to offer visitors a recreational experience of the highest quality.

Table 5 shows the preferred design capacities for the chief uses and areas in the park.

Table 5

PREFERRED INSTANTANEOUS DESIGN CAPACITY
(Total Number of Park Users at Any Given Time by Use and Site)

PREFERRED *INSTANTANEOUS
UsSE AREA INTENSITY OESIGN CAPACITY

Historical Interpratation | Wilder Ranch Complex N/A 100
California Dairy Museumn: Ny A 85

Beach Related Activities | Pocket Beaches 1 users4.5 linear meters 46
Fadr Miie Beach ~ 7 users2.9 linear meters 384

Three Mile Beach 1 user/3 linear meters 46

Strawberry Beach 1 user/4.5 linear meters 0

Tralils Cgastal Hiking Trails ?L%:ESS?O meters 135
Upiands Hiking Tras gfu °S:py°1“350 meters 105

Eguestrian/Hiking Trails gﬁ’s:fsf;q_o 40

Coastal Interpretive Trails g,?ﬂ?e?sf/go matars 82

Uplands interpretive Trails g’j’s‘éfsﬂfao 51

Cvernight Activities Four Mile Beach Campground 4.1 users/site 492
Majars Creek “Walk-in" Campground 3.8 usersisite 114

Marine Terrace Campground . 4,7 users;site 533

Egquestrian Overmight Parking 2 usersisite 40

En-Route Ovérnight Parking 3 users/site 3¢

5?11%?;5? Upper Batdwin Creek Camp 3.3 usersisite or | ,?;‘L-,gtg’gs 30

Campgrounds Upper Corral Camp 3.3 userssite or gf;;;i?:rs 64

Hidden Qaks Camp 3.3 users’sitee or hé’f:ﬁgiggs 80

Horseshoe Camp 3.3 usersisite or Egra:u:ixs‘}eor: 104

8ig Meadow Camp 3.3 users.site or gf;ﬁ;issegs , 80

Hoszel 80 Beds {fewer beds in early 80

phase of cevelopment!}

* Note: Because a single park user will most likely participate in more than one activity
during each visit, the sum total of the design capacity figures will be
artificially inflated; therefore, these figures cannot be added to obtain the total
number of park users.
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To determine the size of each parking lot, the following information was used:

Design capacity {total number of users).
Group size {(average number of persons per car).

By dividing the design capacity by the average group size, the total number of parking
spaces was obtained. :

In an effort to encourage alternative modes of transportation, the total number required
parking spaces were reduced by 25 percent and replaced with bus parking and/or bus
staps. We realize that certain park visitors are not likely to use mass transit, such as
equestrian users and some campers, but we hope day users and hike-in campers will
consider alternative means of transportation. See Transportation Section (page 74) for
more details.

Preferred Design Capacity for Parking Facilities

Design capacity of parking iots

Standard Vehicles Buses

Wilder Ranch Use area - 74 : 4
Four Mile Beach use area 113 3.
Lower Baldwin Canyon/uplands 94 1
staging area
Group camper bus parking 10
Majors Creek walk-in camp-
ground parking 23 2
Hostel parking 10 2
Total 314 22

It is imperative that these recormmended desigh capacities be carefully
monitored, studied, and adjusted whenever necessary to maintain the integrity
of the resources and a quality experience for the park users.

APPROPRIATE FUTURE LAND ACQUISITION

All discussions regarding land acquisition are intended for long-range planning purposes
only and are not a commitment for acquisition.

Pricrities should be given to developing a park with manageable property boundaries.
Typical park ownership patterns should include watershed boundaries, Private ownership
often uses stream center lines for boundary purposes; however, experience has shown
watershed boundaries are more suitable for park purposes. Watershed boundaries wouid
include the stream, as well as the steep canyon walls, as part of the watershed.
Additionaily, typical park ownership should include key vantage points overlooking prime
resource areas. A good example of the lack of this ownership pattern now exisis at
Natura!l Bridges State Beach where the adjacent mobile homes overiook the small Natural
Bridges Beach area. Valuabie additions to a state park could include important matural or
cultural resources adjacent to a unit as well as trail connections to other public properties.
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Upon cessation of the sand quarry and sanitary landfill operations, it would be in the
department's best interest to acquire these inholdings. In the case of the landfill,
however, the present operator has primary responsibility for maintaining and monitoring
necessary environmental quahty standards.

If and when a decision is made to acquire lands to add to \Mlder Ranch State Park, the
following priorities should be followed.

1)  First Priority: a) lLands possessing cultural or natural resources that are
threatened with destruction

b) Transfer of State School Lands to Department of
Parks and Recreation ownership

c) Lands required to implement early phase
developments (see Sequence of Plan
Implementation, page 75).

?)  Second Priority a)  Private lands subject to trespass by park users

b) Lands that would provide needed trail connection
* and key vantage points

3}  Third Priority _ a) Inholdings

b)  Lands with seenic, natural, or cultural values that
would be good additions to the park
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TRANSPORTATION

Transportation was a prime factor in developing this General Plan. Both the type and
mix of transportation on-site, as well as the traffic generated off-site, were considered in
the planning of the park unit.

Vehicle use in the park has been restricted; walking and hiking will be the mode of travel
used by most park visitors. However, vehicles will be allowed to reach the parking staging
areas clustered near Highway 1 at Wilder Ranch, Four Mile Beach, and Lower Baldwin
Canyon use areas and at the Marine Terrace campground.

Visitors are expected to use a mix of transportation systems to reach the park, Hikers
and equestrians may use the extensive Santa Cruz Mountains trail system that is being
developed by the department. The proposed equestrian trailhead at Lower Baldwin
Canyon will serve these equestrian visitors. Bicyclists will use the Bicentennial Bike
Route along Highway 1. It is planned that at least 25 percent of the park visitors will
arrive at the site via bus. To encourage this transportation mede, two main bus stops are
designed -- one at the Wilder Ranch use area and one at the Four Mile Beach/Baldwin
Canyon use area. Hostel users will have a van-type vehicle for transportation as well as
bus service. (The proposed hostel is located adjscent to a recommended bus stop.) The
rest of the park visitors will use private vehicles or chartered buses to reach the park.
Bus parking or bus drop-off zones are provided at each use area.

Of particular concern to the local residents in the planning of Wilder Ranch is traffic on
Mission Street (State Highway 1), This frequently congested artery provides the only link
between the City of Santa Cruz and Wilder Ranch. The California Department of
Transportation has been studying traffic on State Highway 1 and has offered a number of
possible solutions to the City of Santa Cruz for consideration.

UTILITIES
Water

A variety of water sources exist at Wilder Ranch State Park. There are numerous springs
that could be tapped for campground use on the upper reaches of the park. Three
year-round streams flow through the property — Wilder, Baldwin, and Majors creeks.
Wilder Creek supplied water for the Wilder Dairy's hydraulic power system as well as water
for irrigation. Baldwin Creek is used for irrigation and Majors Creek supplies some
drinking water for the City of Santa Cruz and irrigation water for the agricultual lands.
A small dam is located on the upper reaches of Majars Creek, in the park boundary. Water
from this dam flows to the City of Santa Cruz via a pipeline located in Majors Canyon and
parallelling Highway 1. This pipeline also supplies drinking water to the farm complexes
adjacent to the pipeline. The streams as well as the pipeline should be considered for park
use when specific projects are planned for the development.

A number of wells are located in the park. The most productive wells, downcoast from
the Wilder Ranch complex, supply water for the hydraulic operations at the sand quarry
and also for irrigation,

Nurmerous reservoirs have been construcied on park lands. The reservoirs near the row
crop fields are integral links in irrigation systems. Reservoirs on the upper reaches of the -
park were constructed for livestock with the exception of the two ponds above the Wilder
Ranch complex which are part of the historic hydraulic power system.
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Sewage

The park is not serviced by a central sewage system. Currently the various farming
complexes use septic leach systems.

Alternative for sewage disposal will be studied at the time of facilities implementations.
Most soils in the unit have poor leaching capabilities; a few have moderate leaching
capabilities. Options other than leaching will be considered, such as tying into the sewage-
system of the City of Santa Cruz or using a low water system or vaulting.

Power

The park has existing electric power sources as well as potential for wind, water, and
solar power development. Overhead electric powerlines now service the park property.
Where feasible, these lines will be placed underground except where needed for historical
interpretation or where such action would adversely affect agricuitural operations.

The coastal benchlands are good locations for wind-powered generators. There are
frequently strong breezes along this jutting coastal area.

As previously noted, hydraulic power, including electricity generatmn, has been used in
the past and the potential for restoring the system is good.

The potential for developing solar power units is good.

SEQUENCE OF PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

This general plan provides development guidelines and resource management policies for
the following twenty-year period. Because of this long-range scope, it is unlikely that the
entire plan will be implemented in one step. It is more likely that the proposals of this
plan will be implemented in a series of steps or phases. These phases are usually defined
by financial constraints, user, health and safety, resource protection, or activity and
facility deficiencies.

Cne way to define the sequence of plan implementation is to assign priorities to each
element of the plan, but it is sometimes difficult to place constantly changing priorities
together in a single phase. For this reason, the phases suggested here should be
considered only as general guidelines; they must be reanalyzed as funding becomes
available. Such a procedure will guarantee that each phase will satisfy the highest set of
prigrities at the time of its implementatlon.

Resource Management F’Norltxes ‘

The implementation of resource rmanagement programs tend to require a constant and
continuing effort on the part of the department. It is extremely difficult to place general
resource management policies in order of priority. More appropriately, each case and
situation should be individually investigated by qualified department staff to determine its
priority.
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Facilities Development Pricrities

Proposed activities and facilities have been grouped by pricrity into phases. The
recommended sequence of plan implementation shown in table 6 takes into account
existing and future user needs and recreaticnal deficiencies.

Interpretive Program Priorities

The pricrities for development of an interpretive program for the Wilder Ranch complex
have been set aside from the rest of the general plan phasing to allow them to be handled
separately and independently. The pricrity phasing is shown in table 7.

Table &

RECOMMENDED SEQUENCE OF FACL.ITY IMPLEMENTATION
{Time Elements of Phases for Facility Development do not
Necessarily Correspond to Time Elements for Interpretive Program

Implementation)
Facilitias Phase 1 Phasa 2 Phase 3 Phasa 4
Trails Develop coastal ant upiands Davalop eguestnan trail system

hiking and intarpretive tours
and trails

with connectians 10 Santa Gruz
Mtns. Trails System

Naturai Presarve

Estanlish ang monage
Naturat Praserve

Wiider Ranch Usa Area

Construct parking | ot and
camfortstation

Segin restoration of cow
barn, Victorian residence,
Bolcoff adohe, carriage/harsa
bam, granary, ranch fiouse,
machine and hlacksmith
shog, bunkhouse ana
quipmant shed

Campleta parking lot and use
arey fagilities (e.q., screen
planting, interprative shelter,
kiosk, and antrance road
improvaments)

8egin reconstruction 1880
creamery

Four Mile Basch Use Area

T onttruct antrance road,
kigsk, raiiroad cressing,

day-use pasking iot, ang
comfoft station

Estahlish buffer zana
planting

Comptete day-use faciity
{parking iot, improved ®LMs
for disabied, and scuba diver
use facilities)

Qeveiap campgraund

Lower Baldwin Canyan
Uptands Staging Ares

Construct entrance road, park
office and contagt statian,
parking ot far gay-use hikars,
hike-in campers, and enroute
Campars

Canstruct equastrian staging
area, including parking lot and
camfort station

Majors Sreek Use Ara

Estabiish mums planting for
Marine Tervace tampground

Construct gntrance road, kiosk,
Marine Tarrace campground, and
Miajors Cree’ parking Jot ang
walk-in campgrouns

Upland Camnp Canter
ise Area

Construct uplands Camp Canter

and bikein CAMpoTIUNGS

Construct graup camper parking

{vans or quses) at maintgnance
yard; imp rova service raad to
Camp Center

Hostsl

Consgryct hastel

Operational and
Admitistrative
Facilitias

Establish apgrop riate
coerational facilitias ang
staff proportional to

ieval of park activities

ang faciiities baing provided

Continue operational facility
and stat! improvemans

Continue operational facility
ant stat? improvements

Continue gperational facility and
staff improvements
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Table 7

RECOMMENDED SEQUENCE OF INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMS
(Time Elements of Phases for Interpretive Implementation do not
Necessarily Correspond to Time Elements of Phases for Facility Development}

Interpretive Facility

Phasa 1

Phasa 2

Phase 3

Califgrnia Gairy Mutsum
Group

Bagin plans for Dairy Museum
ang 1880 craamery reconstruction

Move dairy artifacts to
craamery and gairy bam

Create museum exhibits

Residential House Museum
Grosp

Begin planning house museum
exhibits

Pravide minimum public actess
and interpretation at 1886
Heuse and Bolcgff Adabe

Enlzrge housa musaum
dispiays on a cantinuing
basis

Farm/Ranch Animal
Qemonstration Group

Care for minimum number of
animalg

Pravice minimum harse bam
interpretive displays

Begin planning anima
demonstration program

Provide comprehansive animal
deMmonstration grogram

Use horse barn and granary
far original pumposes

Begin planning horse barn
housa museum

Completa horse zarn
house musaum

Enviranmental Living
Program Group

Bagin pianning ints mretive
demonstrations

Provide temporary dairy
interpratation and visitor
orlentation in south portion
of 1870 ranch house

Provide stinimim shoo exhibits

Provida dem onstrations in
shops and farm kitchen

|mpiemant Environmantal
Living Pragram

Gther Facilities

Implamant campfire intarmprative
programs

Implament self-quided tours

Implemant hasic nature intarprative
programs

Pravide interprative brachuces
for alt interpretive traks

Provide dispiays for the
interprative sheiters at ali
major traiiheads and park
aCCess paints
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OPERATIONS ELEMENT

To ensure the protection of the many natural and cultural resources of the park and to
implement the numerous and diverse programs that are proposed, it is essential that
adequate operational staff be provided. The excellent technical assistance already
carried out will no doubi be continued in the future. Such professional input will be
wasted unless field staff is available to carry out the waork.

Visitor Services

Besides the typical visitor services provided at units having hiking, picnicking, beach use,
and farnily style camping, many specialized services will be required at Wilder Ranch
State Park.

Heavy emphasis on interpretation at Wilder Ranch will require specialized staffing to
implement the proposed interpetive programs there. Guided tours, and talks will be
required to operate the house museums, shop displays, and dairy museum; proposed
demonstrations, including ranch equipment operation, hydropower system, blacksmithing,
and the care and handling of ranch/farm animals, will require trained personnel.

Administering the environmental living program and possible concessions developments in
the ranch complex will be_ an ongoing effort by department staff. The environmental
‘living program will be particularly time-consuming to develop and sustain.

To accommodate these Interpretive services the department shouid encourage
development of internships, volunteerism, and docent programs. Interpretive tours, talks,
displays, and museums can greatly, benefit from volunteer efforts, but the environmental
living program and demonstrations must be supported by active docent-type programs to
ensure success, Irained staff will be needed to accomplish this.

A second visitor service to be provided at Wilder Ranch State Park that is particularly
noteworthy is the administration and operation of the camp center and group camper
gctivities. The uplands hike-in camp facilities have been designed to accommodate
organized groups that would not normally be able to enjoy "backpacking” type camping.
For this reason the department's field staff will need to provide an extra helping hand for
these inexperienced hike-in campers.

Visitor Control

The department’s field staff is indeed responsible for the protection of all of its state
parks resources. Of special note at Wilder Ranch State Park are certain natural and
cultural resources. These sensitive features are generally in the downcoast portions of
the park and include the historic Wilder Ranch buildings and grounds, the natural preserve
at Wilder Beach and wetlands, the fern grotto at the old landing cove, the seal haul-out
rock, and sand dunes areas. Visitor movement and activities.in all of these areas will be
controlled to protect these sensitive resources from indiscriminate use.

The department's staff must also protect the park visitor from hazardous areas.
Dangerous cliffs are located up and down the coastline as well as along the many
drainages in Wilder Ranch State Park. Staff should be trained in cliff rescue and they
should continuously survey the cliffs and bluffs to detect any hazardous conditions.
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Adequate staff must also be available to patrol the uplands to detect fire hazards and
prevent illegal camping aor poaching.

Patrolling the many miles of trails proposed at Wilder Ranch State Park will not be a
simple task. It is recommended that horse patrols be used wherever feasible. Not only is
this mode of transportation an efficient means by which to cover the required distance, it
is also less intrusive than motorized vehicles. This program should be implemented as
soon as the property is transferred to the department. The feasibility of using dog patrols
(K-9 units) for crowd control at beaches, on search and rescue missions, and for patrolling
remote uplands areas should be seriously considered.

Property Managemeant and Maintenance

Any state park unit that includes historic structures requires sensitive approaches to
maintenance and operation. Maintaining historic integrity will be the underlying objective
when defining maintenance and operational programs. Maintenance and operational
practices should not be intrusive on the cultural zone during heavy-use periods.

The department shail encourage the operator of the City of Santa Cruz's sanitary landfill
in the unit to comply consistently with existing regulations set to minimize potential
offsite adverse impacts. Of particular concern is the potential for emission of offensive
odors, blowing litter, and spread of wildfire onto public lands.

Resource Management

The following programs are needed to protect and perpetuate natural resource values.

1. Erosion Monitoring. This program shall be directed at monitoring the migration of
gully erosion now aggravated by cattle grazing. If cattle are removed, many areas
may begin to correct themselves. If further migration still continues, corrective
measures may be required. If grazing is continued, the impact of this grazing on
erosion shall be closely monitored.

2. Geologic Hazards Monitoring, Coastal ercsion is highly active at Wilder Ranch State
Park. Sea caves, natural bridges, and undercut cliffs shall be inspected at least once
every two years and after major storms and strong earthquakes. This program shall
begin when managment of the unit is transferred from the Department of General
Services to the Department of Parks and Recreation.

3. Identification of Fossil Localities. The sandstone units in the park have been
described as having diverse faunal assemblages and may eventually provide valuable
educational/interpretive features. A more detailed paleontological survey should be
made, perhaps in cooperation with a college or university.

4. Vegetation Managment. The uplands region of the park are to be managed with the
objectives of restoring and maintaining, to the greatest extent possible, vegetation
and wildlife values that would be present without the past modification by man in the
last 200 years. A program shall be developed to identify the composition and
distribution of earlier plant communities. This program shall also set forth feasible
managment methods needed to restore and maintain, as best as passible, a native
flora. Information from this program is needed to resolve grazing issues and establish
prescribed burning objectives. The program shall be initiated upon tranfer of
administrative responsibilities to Department of Parks and Recreation.
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5. Exotic Plant Control. To protect native plant communities and wildlife habitat a
program is needed to control/eradicate aggressively invading exotic vegetation. Top
priorities in these efforts shall be a control and removal of species which have been
identified by the department and the County of Santa Cruz as being especially
undesirable, including bilue gum, eucalyptus, pampas grass, and french broom. This
program shall be started upon approval of the General Plan by the Commission. Maost
of the eucalyptus and all of the pampas grass in the uplands shall be removed in two
years of program initiation.

6. Prescribed Burning. Fire has been identified as an integral ecological factor which
contributes to the perpetuation of many plant and animal communities. A program is
needed to: a) identify what role natural fire played in the past in the maintenance of
communities in the unit; and b) establish controlled or prescribed fire were necessary
to restore natural communities. This program will also reduce the potential for
catastrophic wildfires. The research portion of this program shall start upon approval
of this General Plan.

7. Water Quality Monitoring. Several land uses within or adjacent to the unit pose
potential hazards to the quality of naktural ecosystems in the park. The potential
exists for degradation of the lower creek reaches, estuaries, and shoreline through
the use of pesticides associated with row crop agricultursl activities and the leaching
of toxic substances from the sanitary landfill. Many of the pesticides commonly used
in agriculture in the area are known to be extremely toxic to fish. Whether or not
pesticide residues are reaching the creeks or associated wetlands in deleterious
amounts is not now known,

A water guality monitoring program is needed to obtain sufficient information to
evaluate the impact, if any, of various land uses on the aguatic ecosystems in the
park., Of particular importance is the impact of pesticide use on aguatic life
associated with lower Wilder and Baldwin creeks and the nearshore marine
environment.

'~ Management of Agricultural Properties

Wiider Ranch State Park will require the management of agricultural lands on an
unprecedented scale.

It is recommended that the state lease for farming purposes all row crop lands not
required for recreation. On-site monitoring of lease conditions as well as frequent lease
negotiations will be required on these agricultural lands. The management must be
capable of responding to the ever-changing, agricultural needs as well as the public's
needs of access, open space preservation, and environmental protection,

It is recommended that identified agricultural lands at Wilder Ranch State Park remain
under the jurisdiction of General Services until required by the Department of Parks and
Recreation for recreation purposes., To assist in the on-site supervision of these
properties, it is recommended that General Services fund one full-time Department of
Parks and Recreation position at Wilder Ranch for base management purposes.
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ELEMENT
(DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT)
WILDER RANCH STATE PARK GENERAL PLAN

This Environmental Impact Element (EIE) is an environmental assessment of the proposals
set forth in the elements of this General Plan for Wilder Ranch State Park. As such, it
meets the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act. This EIE is
synonomous with a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). The degree of specificity
- in the EIE corresponds to the degree of specificity of the General Plan. Whenever a
' specific phase of the overall plan is budgeted and proposed for implementation, a more
detailed and specific environmental assessment will be prepared for that particular
project, as part of the budget package.

Description of the Project

Maps of Wilder Ranch State Park showing existing and proposed features of the general
plan's land use and facilities element are on pages S and 49; a regional map of the study
area is on page 2.

OBjectives gf the plan are to provide general quidelines for the park's resource
management, land use and facilities, and operations. The resource management
objectives are given in the Resource Element. The general proposals set forth in this plan
are to:

1. Propose recreation opportunities for day and overnight use

2. Protect cultural and natural resources through restoration, stabilization, and other
measures

3. Interpret cultural and natural resources

4, Remove exotic plants and rehabilitate natural areas

Description of Environmental Setting

A description of the park's physical features is given in the Resource Element.

The Land Use and Facilities Element describes the regional setting of the park and
existing land uses, Included are descriptions of existing utilities, roads, and trail systems.

A more detailed discussion of the environmental aspects of traffic, utilities, neise, and air
gquality is presented here to provide a better basis for assessing the impact of proposed
development on these factors.

Traffic

Automobile traffic along Highway 1 in the City of Santa Cruz has been studied by the City
Public Works Department, by the county, and by the State Department of Transportation.
Traffic along this stretch of highway, called Mission Street, will be affected to some
degree by the establishment of Wilder Ranch State Park, and is consequently worth
describing in its present condition. Traffic flow has not been studied in the project area.
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Mission Street is highly congested with traffic flow ranging from 6,100 te 54,000 vehicles
over a twenty-four hour period. It is the major corridor for access to the western
urbanized area, the University of California at Santa Cruz campus, and the north coast
beaches. State Highways9 and 17 intersect Missign Street from the north. The main
hindrance to traffic flow is the abundance of intersections, many with traffic signals, and
the multitude of driveways into adjacent commercial and residential development.

Utilities

The City of Santa Cruz does not supply separate water or sewage treatment facilities to
the Wilder Ranch project area. A city water line, which feeds the project area, has been
in existence since about 1957 and branches into two lines, A 2-inch line feeds the older
residences of the Wilder Ranch complex and two fire hydrants; a 3/4-inch line runs
downhill to the cow barn. Irrigation systems are supplied by 4-inch lines coming from two
reservoirs directly north of Wilder Ranch. Water is pumped up from Wilder Creek below to
feed these reservoirs. The reservoirs also supply water used to power some of the farm
equipment. AL the time of this report, the state does not own these two reservoirs. A
1,000-gallon tank supplies water for the office of the city landfill.

Local septic tanks constitute the sewage system at Wilder Ranch, PG&E supplies electric
power, and propane gas is supplied by contract with a local supplier.

Noise Levels

A study of noise levels was made along Highway 1 in the County of Santa Cruz. At Wilder
Ranch State Park the decibel levels were recorded in contours along the highway at
varying distances frem the midline of the road and projections were made for noise levels
in 1995, It was found that future noise levels would remain unchanged. This reflects the
fact that the estimated increase in average daily traffic at 4 percent per year will be
balanced by the production of quieter cars in the future as a result of federal and state
noise emission standards, and that up to 30 percent of traffic is expected to be diverted to
transit services.

The Southern Péciﬁc railway, which runs through the state park south of Highwayl,
contributes minimally to noise levels as trains are infrequent, passing by a particular spot
for a cumulative total of about one-half hour per day.

Operations at the sand quarry in the park produce substantial noise at times, yet the noise
level never exceeds about 60 dba at the property line. lLarge trucks climbing up Dimeo
Road to the city sanitary landfill and landfill equipment also contribute to noise pollution.

Air Quality

A report on air quality done by Monterey and Santa Cruz counties (1978) contains detailed
information in regard to air quality and a breakdown of pollutant types and their sources.
No information, however, is aveilable on the project lands in particular. In the repart,
levels of organic gases were measured and recorded. Future emissions and air quality
speculations are also made based on estimated population growth (increased industrial
activity, increased driving, ete.) and current pollution levels.
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Qdors emanating from the city's sanitary landfill are especially noticeable in the Dimeo
Road area. Chemical ponds appear to be the primary source of the objectionable odors.
In the past, saome of the polluted water behind the dikes has reportedly leaked onto state
park property.

Significant En\}ironrnéntal Effects of the Proposed Project

Figure 6 summarizes the significant environmental effect of the plan's proposals. The left
column lists facilities proposed in the Land Use and Facilities Element. Each was

1.
assessed in regard to the environmental factors listed across the top. The following key

describes the four categories used in rating the environmental effects.

Key for Table

0 No Interaction: Project implementation does not cause & significant
environmental effect because the proposed development or management does
rnot interact with the environmental factor.

O

Beneficial Environmental £ffect: The interaction of the proposed development
or management with the environmental factor is favorable.

® Nonsignificant Environmental Effect: Although the develepment and
management interacts with the environmental factor, the effect does not cause
a substantial adverse change in the environment, or the significant effect will
be mitigated by the design.

4 Significant Environmental Effect: The interaction between development (and
management) and the environmental factor may cause a substantial significant
change in the environment that cannot be avoided if the proposals implemented
as proposed.

Beneficial Environmental Effects

Historical Restorations. The proposed.restoration of historical buildings in the area will
have a beneficial effect.

Wetlands. The proposed restoration of agricultural lands (3.7 acres at Four Mile Beach
area and 10 acres at Wilder Creek area) to their original wetlands state will have a
beneficial effect.

Significant Environmental Effects

As indicated on the chart, there are no significant environmental effects resuiting from
the proposed project. There are several effects that could become significant if care was
not taken during the development stage.

Pellution, A minimal amount of air and noise pollution is expected from increases in

traffic and visitor use. Slight inecreases in pollution of streams will result from soil
erosion, drainage of petroleum products from roads and parking lots, and careless littering.
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Cattle now on park lands create stream pollution with their wastes and add to soil erosion
and stream turbidity grazing and disturbing the soil. The removal of cattle from the park
(with the exception of small numbers to be kept in the Cultural Preserve for interpretive
purposes) will eliminate these impacts. Human effects on stream pollution would be very
minor compared to those of cattle.

Aesthetics. New use areas and facilities will be visible from strategic viewpoints such as
along trails in the upland area.

Energy Consumption. 'Heat'i_ng and maintenance of park buildings, operation of park and
private vehicles, and construction activities will consume energy. -

Fire. Because of the steepness of park terrain, the accumulation of vegetation and
vegetative litter, and long, dry summers and frequent onshore winds, there is a possibility
of a severe wildfire. Structural fires, including historic buildings, are also possible.

Soils. Slight disturbance of soil will result from construction activities, A potential
problem is erosion on trails, near streams, and in off-trail areas that is caused by
vegetative loss linked to human activities. Soil' compaction, resuiting in less soil
permeability, and increased rungff and erosion can also be expected. Despite these
effects, human effects an the soil would be less than those caused by the cattle that have
up to now been grazing on the lands periodically., The plan recommends the removal of
cattle except on the Cuitural Preserve far intarpretive purposes.

Vegetation. Development of facilities, trail construction, and visitor use will affect some
vegetation.

The removal of cattle will increase vegetation.
There are no known rare or endangered plant species in the park.

The removal or at least the control of several invasive exotic species will benefit the
perpetuation of existing native plants. Historically correct vegetation in the Wilder Ranch
complex would be retained.

Cultural Resource Effects. As indicated in the resource element, there are several
prehistoric archeological sites that have been inventoried. Proposed developments at
other areas will not directly affect those sites, but indirsct human activities could have
an effect.

The State Schoosl l.ands portion of the unit has not been thoroughly surveyed for cultural
sites. Before any development is implemented there, such a survey will be made and
adequate mitigation of any cultural resources found will be carried out.

The historic buildings could suffer indirect effects by human activities in and around them.
The equipment barn and the potter's shed at the Baldwin Ranch complex are not historical
and therefore may be removed, if this is deemed advisable. It is proposed that the
equipment barn be renovated or dismantled and rebuilt for use as a park office, visitor
contact station, and a restroom facility with showers.

Three other buildings at Baldwin Ranch -- the barn, a residence, and the creamery -- are
historical and will be protected.
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There are several small, abandoned structures and a few farm labor housing buildings in
the row crop area, which have no historical significance, in locations other than the Wilder
Ranch or Baldwin Ranch complexes. These structures may be stabilized, dismantled, or
demnolished at some later date. .

The short term construction and long term operation of the hostel should not cause any
known significant effects. A cultural survey should take place before construction. Since
the site is on a former dairy a careful historical survey and excavation for historical
artifacts should take place. Adequate mitigation measures should be taken if any
archeological resources are found.

Restarations and stabilizations are essential and construction for interpretive programs
would have bene ficial environmental effects.

Wildlife Effects. There are no rare or endangered species of wildlife at Wilder Ranch
State Park. However, the snowy plover uses Wilder Beach for a nesting area. Suitable
nesting sites for these birds are becoming less common along the central coast due to
losses of undisturbed nesting habitat. Wilder Beach and surrounding wetlands as shown on
the pian are proposed for classification as a natural preserve.

Public Services Effects. Utility use, including gas, electricity, water, sewage, and
telephones, and the use of roads and highways will increase. Sewer hookups to sewer lines
are not available. Leach lines and chemical toilets will be used. Some overhead lines and
soil disturbances may be necessary. Visitor use will increase traffic congestion along
Highway 1 and the Mission Street corridor in Santa Cruz.

Local Service Effects. Increased park personnel will have a slight effect on local services
such as schools, hospitals, traffic, and utilities. Employment will help the local economy
by hiring local persons both in the construction phase and in the operation of the unit.
L.oczl businesses will benefit from increased tourism.

Inholders, lessees, and neighbors could be affected. Visitors trespassing onto agricultural
land could affect brussels sprouts production. There would be less than a 10 percent
acreage cutback due to park facility development. The elimination of grazing will not
have a long-term adverse effect because the land used for grazing here represents an
extremely minor percentage of the state's grazing lands. The inholding areas, the landfill
and sand quarry, may recgive some trespass. The city water supply in Majors Creek is not
likely to be affected by siltation due to people because it is mear the northern park
boundary and its watershed is mostly outside the park boundary.
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Significant Environmental Effects That Cannot Be Avoided

All of the effects mentioned, aithough rated less than significant, cannot be completely
avoided, Many of the proposed plan’s features can be altered to minimize the effects.
Mitigation measures will be carried out to minimize adverse impacts.

Mitigation Measures Propased to Minimize Significant Effects

Several mlhn:;hnn medsures have been proosed in the land use and fag_llt element
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Resource prntec tion measures are discussed in the Resource Element.

1. Members of the operations staff at Wilder Ranch State Park will patrol and maintain
the area., By enforcing park rules and requlations and by educating the public through
interpretive programs, the staff can help minimize damage to the natural and
cultural resources. Park rangers patrolling the roads can cite violators. Maintenance
crews will remove solid waste, maintain trails, and maintain barriers used to protect
the park's resources, Maintenance of park signs and picnicking and camping facilities
will help reduce vandalism.

2. Barriers, such as di
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be used to protect some of the umtfs natural resources, agricuitural ieases, inhoidings
(the sand guarry and city sanitary landfill), and the rights of neighboring property
owners, as well as to keep visitors away from dangerous conditions.

3. The brussels sprouts fields will be sprayed periodically. It may be necessary to
temporarily close trails in the spray area to protect the public from hazardous
pesticide chemicals.

4. Al facilities will be sited, designed, constructed, and screened with native vegetation
to minimize visual intrusion. At Four Mile Beach use area a buffer zone will be
established to help minimize the effects of strong winds and pesticide spraying.

5. Raads, parking 1ots, and trails will be desxgned and constructed so as to minimize soil
erosion.

&. The department will work closely wn:h other agencies and support programs to reduce
the amount of traffic.

7. The Resource Element's management policies will be implemented. They will
significantly reduce existing resource problems and heip prevent future impacts.

8. Fuel economy will be practiced by the park staff. Car pooling and bus transportation
will be encouraged for park visitors.

9. Only native plants will be used in landscaping, stabilization, or revegetation projects

except in areas where nonnative species are needed to maintain historical integrity or
in special cases where a department ecologist so advises.
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10, When development is proposed, a detailed survey of natural and cultural features will
be completed before final siting and development design. If deemed appropriate by
the Resource Preservation and Interpretation Division, such surveys will include
investigations of the hydrology, pedology, geology, biology, archeology, and history of
the project site and will" be completed by staff personnel that have the needed
expertise. Should these surveys identify any endangered species or other feature of
significant merit, or identify any-unfavorabie condition (e.q., slope instability), the
development project will be modified or the impact mitigated in order to protect and

11. Utilities will be designed and installed so as not be be a visual intrusion.
12. Garbage cans will be provided to minimize litter problems.

Alternatives to the Proposed Action

No Action

Making no changes in current uses and existing facilities is not considered an acceptable
alternative because thers is a need for an orderly plan to protect resources, control
visitor use, and enhance visitor experiences. Moreaver, parking for Four Mile Beach is
inadequate and there are no basic use facilities at the park.

An Increased or Decreased Level of Development

An increased level of development would provide greater public access and use, but it
would also cause greater impacts on the park's natural and cultural resources. A
decreased level of development would have fewer impacts on the natural and cultural
environment.

Alternative Plans Studied

During the planning process, many alternatives put forward by interested segments of the
public and by staff members were considered. Five alternative plans were developed by
the department and students from the University of California at Santa Cruz. This was a
class project for the students. Additional input to the plan came from the public cduring
public involvement meetings.

Asgsumptians to All Alternative Plans

1. All the plans are based on the environmental resgurce data now available.

2. All the plans will provide for public recreation while providing for the protection and
interpretation of significant natural and cultural features consistent with state park
policy.

3. Agricultural lands are statewide resources and should be protected.

4, The city will continue operating the sanitary landfill as long as feasible.

5. The sand quarry will continue excavating material until the present lease expires in
2007.
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Common Key Facilities to ‘All Plan Alternatives

L. - Wilder Ranch Historic Core

2. California Dairy Museum

3. Four Mile Beach use area

4, Wilder Beach nature preserve

5. Interpretive trails near nature preserve and historic water power system
6. Accessibility for handicapped persons

7. Car and bus parking

8. Restrooms

9. Park Administration - office

10. Park service and maintenance area

Variable Aspects of Alternative Plans

1. Amount of existing row crop area used

2. Recreational facilities on land inland from Highway 1, or none in that area

3. Whether or not to have overnight camping and plan variations between hike-in, car
camping, and equestrian camping

4. Use of coastal bluffs for hiking, equestrians, and biking

5. Equestrian staging area or no eqguestrian staging and use area

6. Cultural center or no cuitural center

The proposed plan uses ideas from all these alternatives except the cultural center. This
is a facility that would be more compatible nearer the center of the City of Santa Cruz
and would not serve a function related to the park's purpose. The hostel is the only
proposed facility that was not a part of those alternatives. The hostel itself is an
alternate site to one originally planned in Natural Bridges State Beach. Various sites in
Wilder Ranch State Park were considered for the hostel. :

The aiternative of placing the campground for the Four Mile Beach use area at a lower
level, adjacent to the wetlands was abandoned because of possible effects on the natural
ecology of the wetlands and the potential for flood damage from the ecreek during heavy
rains or by tsunamis. A cultural resource survey of the present location will have to be
made before any development is implemented.

Because of the size of the area and its varied resources, a great number of alternative
uses are paossible.

The Relationship between Local Short-Term Uses of Man's Environment and the
Maintenance and Enhancement of Long-Term Productivity

The short-term uses of Wilder Ranch State Park include the enjoyment of activities such
as hiking, picnicking, camping, and viewing the scenic hills and ocean. If the land in this
unit were privately owned, it would probably be used for commercial activities, such as
logging, cattle ranching, and residential housing development.

The long-term uses proposed in the plan's Resource Element and the Land Use and
Facilities Element will provide opportunities for public recreation and at the same time
protect the resources. The relationship between the short-term uses and the long-term
productivity is complementary.
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Any Significant Irreversible Environmental Changes That Would Be Invoived in the
Proposed Acticn Should It Be Implemented

The following irreversible environmental changes are anticipated: '

1. The commitment of nonrenewable resources such as oil, gasoline, and gravel to
construct roads, parking areas, and other park facilities.

2. The loss of some open space, wildlife, wildlife habitat, brussels sprouts row fields,
and vegetation due to the development of new facilities in previously undeveloped
areas and from increased numbers of people visitng the area.

The Growth-Inducing Impact of the Proposed Action

There will be no significant growth-inducing impacts from the proposed actions. Only
minimal economic gains from construction of proposed facilities are anticipated .in the
area. The greater opportunities for camping in the park may resuit in increases in trade
for local service businesses.

ORGANIZATIONS AND PERSONS CONTACTED

Local Agenciss

- AMBAG (Association of Monteréy Bay Area Governments)
City of Santa Cruz
County of Santa Cruz

State Agencies

California Coastal Commission

California State Department of Fish and Game
California State Department of Transportation
University of Califomia, Santa Cruz

Publications

AMBAG. Air Quality Plan for Monterey Bay Region. 1978.

Center for Environmental Design (Consultants). Wilder Ranch
and Beaches. Fremont, CA, 1972,

County of Santa Cruz., General Plan for Santa Cruz County. 1951,

. Community Resources Agency. Noise Element: Céunty of
Santa Cruz. 1978.
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