
The Muir Ramble Route: 
Urban Backpacking 



Finding the route 



Reading Muir’s writing to find what he said about his trip. 





Research at the Bancroft 
Library, UC Berkeley 

Finding the route 
 near Santa Nella 



California Academy of Science: 
an 1868 plant press replica 

Map from the Merced County 
Courthouse Museum 







Send off party  The huge map 



Just as Muir did, we take the 
ferry from SF to Oakland 1860’s ferry 





We were met at the Oakland landing by Bay Trail users to show us the way 



Oakland at 14th st in the 1860s 





Not always easy to find the trail, 
 and not always filled with natural beauty! 



Martin Luther King Regional Shoreline 



Hayward Regional Shore 



East Oakland 1868 Crossing over Hwy 92 on the 
Bay Trail 



Coyote Hills Regional Park 



Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Area 



Fremont 



A long stretch of bay trail beside a busy road in Fremont 



Urban backpackers often find nature on 
a more intimate scale, like a patch of 

oak hillside, a short stretch of 
shoreline, or a section of a river 

corridor.  



Guadalupe River 1868 Guadalupe River 2006 



Downtown San Jose 1868 and 2006 



Coyote Valley: 1868 2006 



Coyote Creek bike path 
A rain storm 

 forced us to detour 



Morgan Hill 1868  2006 



Anderson Dam 
Waiting for a ride when  
the day’s hike ended 



Creative camping: Parkway Lakes 



The wilderness backpacker follows 
routes through remote places of 

natural beauty.  
 

Urban backpacking routes weave 
through cities and rural areas to find 

accessible natural spots: parks, 
empty land, river corridors, rural 

roads, bike trails and other havens for 
nature.  





Backpacking through Henry Coe State Park 





The Narrows 



…a million flowers with every step… 





Campsite in Henry Coe 



Kaiser Aetna Road out of Henry Coe towards Pacheco Pass 







A peak near Pacheco Pass with views of the “Range of Light” 



Pacheco State Park 







Fall view of San Luis Reservoir State Rec. Area: tule elk 



Hiking down to the O’Neil 
Forebay 

Campsite at Forebay 



Urban backpackers don’t need to carry 
all the gear required in the 

wilderness; stores, restaurants and 
lodging are usually close at hand, and 
there is always the option to call a taxi 

or take a bus.  





California Aqueduct Bike Trail 



San Joaquin Valley: 
Irrigation canals provide off-street walking 



Hill’s Ferry, where Muir crossed the Merced and San Joaquin 
Rivers 



 Hill’s Ferry in the 1860s 





Beside the almond orchards near Delhi 





Merced River RV 
Campground Merced River at dawn 



Urban backpacking is a great group activity. 
One person walking through a city with a 
backpack may be perceived as someone 
to avoid or fear. When a group of people 
with backpacks walks through a city, it 

becomes a kind of movement, and people 
become curious, which leads to questions 

and the chance for education or 
interaction, and even the possibility of 

friendship or a request to join in.  





Accessing the Merced Irrigation District canals to stay off the 
roads 



Hopeton, 1868 



Fields Road, near Snelling CA 



“Keep out. Thank you.” Looking towards Muir’s 20 Hill Hollow 



Narrow shoulders on Hwy 132 near Don Pedro Reservoir 



Walking late in the day to avoid the heat 





Don Pedro to Coulterville 



Coulterville 



Coulterville 



Red Cloud Mine Road, Greeley Hill 



Heritage black oaks, Greeley 
Hill Black’s Stage Stop 



Near Anderson Flat Pilot Peak fire lookout 



Hazel Green 



Entrance to Yosemite N.P. 







Passing near the Merced 
Grove Crane Flat Campground 



Rockefeller Grove Crane Flat Ranger Station 



Walking from Gin Flat Road to Tamarack Flat Campground. 



Tamarack Creek Fireplace Creek 



Tamarack Flat to Gentry’s Fine stone masonry on the  
Old Big Oak Flat Road 





Rainbow View 
Rockslide on the 

 Old Big Oak Flat Rd. 



Old Big Oak Flat Road Bridalveil Fall 



1868 photo of Bridalveil Fall by Carlton Watkins 



Almost there! 





Ribbon Creek 



We end our trip at the LeConte Memorial Lodge. 
The Sierra Club’s home in Yosemite Valley. 



Urban backpacking has its own pleasures: it 
provides an opportunity to discover and 
experience the wilderness in your own 
backyard. Even in the city the beauty of 

nature is inspiring. A determined blade of 
grass pushing up through the sidewalk, 
gardens and landscape plantings, the 

swirling, billowing clouds and soaring birds 
in the sky, can leave you as refreshed and 

inspired as Muir was by his beloved 
Yosemite. 

 




