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Descriptive Summary 
 
Title 
 
Guide to the Olompali State Historic Park Collection 
 
Collection Number 
 
CSPA-201 
 
Creator 
 
Olompali State Historic Park 
 
Extent 
 
7 linear feet, I map folder 
 
Repository 
 
California State Parks Archives 
McClellan, California 
 
Language 
 
English 
 
Abstract 
 
The Olompali State Historic Park Collection is arranged in thirteen series: 1. 
Correspondence, 2 Legal Documents, 3. Financial Documents, 4. Interpretive 
Records, 5. Subject Files, 6. Planning, 7. Facility Files, 8. Histories, 9. 
Cartographic Material, 10. Photographic Material, 11. Publications, 12. 
Ephemera, and 13. Reports. Items span the years 1859 to 2013 with the bulk of 
the material dating from 1964 to 2013. 
 
Physical Location 
 
California State Parks Archives 
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Administrative Information 
 
Publication Rights 
 
For permission to reproduce or publish, please consult the California State Parks 
Archives archivist. Permission for reproduction or publication is given on behalf of 
the California State Parks Archives, McClellan as the owner of the physical 
items. The researcher assumes all responsibility for possible infringement that 
may arise from reproduction or publication of materials from the California State 
Parks Archives. 
 
Preferred Citation 
 
[Identification of item], Olompali State Historic Park Collection, CSPA-201: [box: 
folder number], California State Parks Archives, McClellan, California. 
 
Restrictions 
 
The collection is open for research. Cultural and archaeological site maps are 
restricted. Reports with sensitive data may be restricted. Consult repository for 
details. 
 
Acquisition Information 
 
Olompali State Historic Park donated the majority of the material in this collection 
in 2002 and donated additional material in 2012.  
 
Accruals 
 
The repository continues to add materials to this collection on a regular basis. 
 
Processing Information 
 
Lola Aguilar processed this collection and created and encoded its finding aid in 
2016. 
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Administrative History 
 
Olompali State Historic Park is located at 8901 Old Redwood Highway, 3.5 miles 
east of Novato, CA. The 700-acre park features several historic buildings, 
including the adobe house of Camilo Ynitia, son of the leader of the Coast Miwok 
community living at Olompali. The Mexican government deeded the Olompali 
land to Ynitia in 1843. 
 
During the Bear Flag Revolt in June 24, 1846, a brief, but fierce skirmish took 
place between a troop of American Bear Flag insurgents from Sonoma and a 
Mexican force gathered at Camilo Ynitia's adobe. Several men were wounded 
and one man was killed in the "The Battle of Olompali." 
 
In 1852, Ynitia sold his land to James Black, Marin County’s first tax assessor. 
Black gifted the ranch to his daughter Mary after her marriage in 1863 to 
prominent San Francisco dentist Dr. Galen Burdell. The Burdells moved to 
Olompali in 1866 into a frame house expanding out from Ynitia's adobe house. 
As the ranch expanded more outbuildings were added. After a 1911 renovation 
by their son James that enclosed both the adobe and the frame house, the 
stucco mansion increased to twenty-six rooms. Mary designed the original 
Victorian garden which included a volcanic rock fountain with two bronze cranes.  
 
The mansion and ranch remained in the Burdell family until 1943, when it was 
sold to Court Harrington. Several changes of ownership followed during the next 
twenty-five years. In 1948 the property ended up in the hands of the University of 
San Francisco, with plans to turn it into a Jesuit retreat. In the 1960s they 
attempted to sell the property several times, but when various buyers defaulted, 
the property reverted back to USF.  
 
Later investors eventually built a large swimming pool in front of the mansion and 
ran the Olompali Swim Club. In 1967, Donald McCoy Jr. leased the property 
using money from his wealthy family. For a few months the San Francisco-based 
rock band the Grateful Dead lived and performed concerts on the property. 
McCoy formed a collective known as the "Chosen Family" and transformed the 
property into a hippie commune, including children, from 1967 to1969. On 
February 2, 1969 an electrical fire gutted the mansion. Later that year, two 
toddlers fell into the pool and drowned. Within a month the residents were 
evicted. 
 
Olompali was designated California Landmark No. 210 in 1932. Rancho Olompali 
was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1973. The County of 
Marin purchased the property in 1975 and the State of California purchased the 
Rancho Olompali parcel from Marin County Open Space District in December 1, 
1977. The State Park and Recreation Commission classified the unit as a State 
Historic Park in December 1981 and officially named the property Olompali State 
Historic Park.
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Scope and Content 
 
The Olompali State Historic Park Collection is arranged in thirteen series: 1. 
Correspondence, 2 Legal Documents, 3. Financial Documents, 4. Interpretive 
Records, 5. Subject Files, 6. Planning, 7. Facility Files, 8. Histories, 9. 
Cartographic Material, 10. Photographic Material, 11. Publications, 12. 
Ephemera, and 13. Reports. Items span the years 1859 to 2013 with the bulk of 
the material dating from 1964 to 2013. 
 
Series one, Correspondence, consists of two file folders and includes 
photocopies of letters concerning Rancho Olompali prior to becoming a state 
park as well as later letters regarding the park and its structures and gardens. 
Series two, Legal Documents, consists of one file folder and includes 
photocopies of Camilo Ynitia’s probate and will, and resolution and agreement to 
preserve the land as a historical site. Series three, Financial Documents, consists 
of one file folder and includes a 1986 budget for the Visitor’s Center and a 1997 
archaeological project cost estimate. Series four, Interpretive Files, consists of 
two file folders and includes collection inventories and exhibit files. 
 
Series five, Subject Files, consists of two file folders and includes the early 1970s 
records of the Save Olompali Committee and research on Drake’s Landing. 
Series six, Planning, consists of five file folders and includes material concerning 
the preliminary and final General Plan. Series seven, Facility Files, consists of 
eight file folders and includes demolition, stabilization, and restoration records of 
park structures. Series eight, Histories, consists of three file folders and includes 
research records, two oral histories, and bibliographic cards. Series nine, 
Cartographic Material, includes original and photocopies of maps and drawings 
of the park, surrounding land, and historic structures. 
 
Series ten, Photographic Material, consists of six file folders and includes 
undated copies of historic photographs from the late19th and early 20th centuries. 
Other images include photographic prints, negatives, and slides of the park from 
1982 to 2006. Series eleven, Publications, consists of eight file folders and 
includes books, newsletter, news releases, and news clippings about the park. 
Series twelve, Ephemera, consists of one file folder which includes undated 
brochures, programs, postcards, flyers, and pencils. Series thirteen, Reports, 
consists of sixty-eight file folders and is arranged alphabetically by first letter of 
the report to coincide with the parks internal Unit Data File system. Report 
subjects include archaeology, cultural and natural resources, and general 
planning. Reports with sensitive data may be restricted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 6 

Related Collections 
 
William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park Collection CSPA-128 
 
 
Indexing Terms 
 
Adobe brick 
Adobe houses--California. 
Bear Flag Revolt, 1846 
Black, James 
Burdell, Dr. Galen 
Burdell, Mary Black 
California. Department of Parks and Recreation 
California—History 
Chosen Family 
Coast Miwok 
Dairy barns. 
Grateful Dead (Musical group) 
Hippies--1960-1970. 
Hippies--California 
National Register of Historic Places. 
Novato (Calif.) 
Olompali State Historic Park 
Olompali Swim Club 
Rancho Olompali 
Architecture, Victorian. 
Ynitia, Camilo



 7 

Series Description 
 
Series 1. Correspondence, 1964-2009, undated.                                          2 ff. 
 
Arranged chronologically. 
 
Box 1: 01-02 Letters and Memorandum, 1964-2009, undated. 
 
Series 2. Legal Documents, 1860-1977         1 ff. 
 
Arranged chronologically within type.  
 
Box 1: 03 Agreements, Deeds, Probates, 1860-1977. 
 
Series 3. Financial Documents, 1986-1997         1 ff.  
 
Arranged chronologically. 
 
Box 1: 04 Budgets, 1986-1997. 
 
Series 4. Interpretive Records, 1987-1991, undated.       2 ff.  
 
Arranged chronologically. 
 
Box 1: 05 Collection Inventories, 1987-1990, undated. 
 06 Exhibits, 1990-1991. 
 
Series 5. Subject Files, 1972-1995.         2 ff. 
 
Arranged chronologically. 
 
Box 1: 07 Save Olompali Committee, 1972-1974. 
 08 Drake’s Landing, 1994-1995. 
 
Series 6. Planning, 1986-1991.          5 ff. 
 
Arranged chronologically. 
 
Box 2: 01-03 General Plan Binder, 1986. 
 04 General Plan, 1987. 
 05 General Plan Recommendations: Protect Adobe/Mansion Complex 
  & Interpretation, 1991. 
 
Series 7. Facility Files, 1980-2003.          8 ff. 
 
Arranged alphabetically. 
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Box 3: 01 Demolition, 1980-1992. 
 02 Inventory Listing, 1988-1990. 
 03 Residential Building Records, 1950-1969. 
 04 Restoration of Buildings and Grounds, 1981-2002. 
 05 Sanitary Dairy, 1991. 
 06 Stabilization, 1979-1982, 2001. 
 07 Standing Structures, 1981-1991. 
 08 Water Line Replacement, 2003. 
 
Series 8. Histories, 1936-2001, undated.         3 ff. 
 
Arranged chronologically followed by undated bibliographic cards. 
 
Box 4: 01 Research, 1936-2001, undated. 
 02 Oral Interviews: Bud Tobin & Lillian Cash, 1997-1998. 
 03 Bibliographic Cards, undated. 
 
Series 9. Cartographic Material, 1859-2003, undated.       1 ff. 
 
Arranged chronologically within size. See Map Index Appendix A for a list of 
oversized material. 
 
Box 4: 04 Maps & Drawings, 1859-2003, undated. 
 
Series 10. Photographic Material, 1982-2006, undated.       6 ff. 
 
Includes photographic prints, negatives, and slides arranged chronologically. See 
Appendix B for contact sheets. 
 
Box 5: 01 3 x 5, 4 x 6, & 5 x 7 Photographic Prints, 1982-2006, undated. 
           02-04 8 x 10 Photographic Prints, undated. 
 05 Negatives, 1982-1991, undated. 
 06 Slides, 1991. 
 
Series 11. Publications, 1972-2011          8 ff. 
 
Arranged alphabetically followed by news releases, newsletters, and news 
clippings arranged chronologically. 
 
Box 6: 01 A History of Rancho Olompali, Marin County, California, Dec. 1985. 
 02 An Exceptional Adaptation: Camillo Ynitia: The Last Headman of 
  the Olompalis, Dec. 1986. 
 03 Grateful Dead Family Album, 1989. 
 04 “Olompali: The Flow of History in Northern California,” Jan. 1986. 
 05 Sir Francis Drake: Lost Harbor Found! 1994. 
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 06 News Releases, 1972. 
 07 Newsletters, 1972-1983. 
 08 News Clippings, 1900-2011. 
 
Series 12. Ephemera, undated.           1 ff. 
 
Arranged by size within type. 
 
Box 6: 09 Brochures, Programs, Postcards, Flyers, undated. 
 
Series 13. Reports, 1934-2013.         68 ff. 
 
Reports are arranged alphabetically by first letter of the report to coincide with 
the Department Unit Data File system. Report subjects range from archaeology, 
cultural resources, natural resources, general planning, exhibit design, 
inventories, and interpretation.  
 
Box 7: 01 “A Fleur de Lys from the Burdell Mansion at Olompali State Historic  
  Park, Marin County, California, Science Notes #127,” 2008. 
 02 “A Hippie-Era Painted Door from Olompali State Historic Park, 
   Marin County, California, Science Notes # 128,” 2008. 
 03 A Model for the Study of Coast Miwok Ethnogeography, Sept. 
  1982. 
 04 A Research Project Supporting the Design of the Olompali State 
  Park Museum, May 30, 1991. 
 05 A Summary Statement on the Nature of the Native Culture of A’  
  Palakō ‘ Tca Capitol of the Tribelet of Olōmpō Lli, 1976. 
 06 An Archaeological and Historic Assessment of Archaeological Site 
  CA-MRN-193, July 1987. 
 07 Application for Registration of Historical Point of Interest: Oldest 
  House North of the San Francisco Bay, 1934. 
 08 Archaeological Reports: Water Line, 2004. 
 09 Archeological Site Survey Records, 1907-1981. 
Box 8: 01 Buildings and Grounds Project Olompali State Historic Park Draft  
  Environmental Impact Report SCH# 2001082054, Oct. 2001. 
 02 California State Parks Foundation Olompali State Historic Park  
  Natural Resources Inventory, 1987. 
 03 Cry for Olompali: An Initial Report on the Archeological and  
  Historical Features of Olompali, Oct. 1972. 
 04 DPR 422 Archeological Site Record: Chicken Ranch/Worm Farm,  
  1991. 
 05 DPR 523 Historic Resources Inventory: Olompali Shop/Storage  
  Building, 1986. 
 06 DPR 523 Primary Record: Olompali Frame House, 1981. 
 07 DPR 523 Primary Record: Olompali Frame House, 2002. 
 08 DPR 523 Primary Record: Burdell Blacksmith Shop, 2003. 
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 09 DPR 523 Primary Record: Burdell Cookhouse, 2003. 
 10 DPR 523 Primary Record: House 1 (aka “The Saltbox House”),  
  2003. 
 11 DPR 523 Primary Record: House 2, 2003. 
 12 DPR 659 Cultural Resource Evaluations, 1979-1985. 
 13 DPR 662 Historic Archeological Site/Feature Survey Records,  
  1981. 
Box 9: 01 DPR 750 Historic Structure Inventory: Bath House, Apr. 1991. 
 02 DPR 750 Historic Structure Inventory: Burdell House #2, Sept. 2,  
  1992. 
 03 DPR 750 Historic Structure Inventory: Caretaker’s Cottage, Apr.  
  1991. 
 04 DPR 750 Historic Structure Inventory: Horse Shed, Apr. 1991. 
 05 DPR 750 Historic Structure Inventory: Modern Dairy Barn, Apr.  
  1991. 
 06 DPR 750 Historic Structure Inventory: Sanitary Dairy, Apr. 1991. 
 07 DPR 750 Historic Structure Inventory: Swimming Pool, Apr. 1991. 
 08 DPR 750 Historic Structure Record: Burdell Blacksmith Shop, Jan.  
  17, 2003. 
 09 DPR 750 Historic Structure Record: Burdell Cookhouse, June 27,  
  2003. 
 10 DPR 750 Historic Structure Record: House 1 aka “The Saltbox  
  House,” June 2, 2003. 
 11 DPR 750 Historic Structure Record: Olompali House 2, June 23,  
  2003. 
 12 Historic Properties Treatment Plan: Burdell Garden and Two Story 
  Frame House Olompali State Historic Park, Marin County,  
  California, Nov. 9, 2000. 
Box 10: 01 Historic Property Survey Report and Supporting Documents:  
  Rehabilitation of the Burdell Garden and Two-Story Frame House,  
  Revised, Mar. 17, 1999.  
 02 Historic Property Survey Report and Supporting Documents:  
  Rehabilitation of the Burdell Garden and Two-Story Frame House,  
  Revised, Oct. 15, 1999. 
 03 Historical Documentation for Proposal: National Historic  
  Preservation Act of 1966 to Restore and Preserve Indian Village  
  and Oldest Adobe North of San Francisco at Olompali, Marin  
  County, California, Oct. 1972 and Sept. 1973. (2 copies) 
 04 Historical Review Project Evaluation: Olompali Fee Signage and  
  Collection Station, 2013. 
 05 Inventory of Features: Rancho Olompali Project, July 1981.  
  (2 copies) 
 06 Inventory of Features: Rancho Olompali Project, Oct. 1981.  
  (2 copies) 
 07 Monitor Report: Backhoe Trenching to Correct Problems with the 
  New Sewer-Line at Olompali State Historic Park, 2003. 
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 08 National Register of Historic Places: Rancho Olompali, 1973.  
  (2 copies) 
 09 Olompali (Camilo Ynitia) Adobe, Novato, California Condition  
  Assessment, June 2006. 
Box 11: 01 Olompali State Historic Park Alternatives, July 1987. (2 copies) 
   02 Olompali State Historic Park Draft Resource Inventory, Jan. 1987.  
    (2 copies) 
 03 Olompali State Historic Park Environmental Enhancement and  
  Mitigation Project 1995/96 Fiscal Year Historic Garden and  
  Grounds Restoration, Nov. 21, 1994. 
 04 Olompali State Historic Park Environmental Enhancement and  
  Mitigation Project 1996/97 Fiscal Year Historic Garden and  
  Grounds Restoration, Nov. 20, 1995. 
 05 Olompali State Historic Park General Plan, May 1989. 
Box 12: 01 Olompali State Historic Park General Plan, May 1989. 
 02 Olompali State Historic Park General Plan: A Proposal to the State 
  Parks Foundation and the Olompali People, July 3, 1985. 
 03 Olompali State Historic Park General Plan: Royston Hanamoto 
   Alley & Abey, undated. 
 04 Olompali State Historic Park Interim Management Plan, Aug. 1985. 
 05 Olompali State Historic Park Photographic Survey, 1986. 
 06-7 Olompali State Historic Park Preliminary General Plan , Mar.  
  1988. (2 copies) 
Box 13: 01 Olompali State Historic Park Rehabilitation of Garden and Grounds,  
  ISTEA Project Research, 1997/98. 
 02 Olompali State Historic Park Resource Element, Feb. 1982.  
  (2 copies) 
 03 Olompali State Historic Park Resource Element, June 1987.  
  (2 copies) 
 04 “Olompali: The Flow of History in Northern California, Science 
   Notes #79,” Feb. 1982. (2 copies) 
 05 Preliminary Soil Study of Olompali: A Brief Report, Oct.1972.  
  (2 copies) 
 06 Rancho Olompali Adobe Excavation to Date, Mar. 1973. 
  (2 copies) 
 07 Rancho Olompali Park Resource Analysis, Apr. 1976. (2 copies) 
Box 14: 01 Request for Proposal for the Preparation of a General Plan for  
  Olompali State Historic Park, May 1986. (2 copies) 
 02 Results of Phase II Archeological Testing at Olompali State Historic  
  Park for the Proposed Marin Municipal Water District Pipeline  
  Project, 1996. (2 copies) 
 03 Soils Engineering and Engineering Geologic Investigation:  
  Proposed 120± Acre Development: A Portion of Rancho Olompali,  
  Novato, California, Dec. 6, 1972. 
 04 Structure Report, 1986. 
 05 “The Archaeology of the 1960s and 1970s: Examples of Graffiti  
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  from Olompali State Historic Park Science Notes #141,” 2009. 
 06 The Examination of Indian Shellmounds within San Francisco Bay 
  with Reference to the Possible 1579 Landfall of Sir Francis Drake:  
  Second Season, 1958. 
 
     
  
 



Appendix A – Cartographic Material 
 

Park 
Unit 

# Title 
# 

Pages 
# 

Copies Author Dates 
Restricted

? 
Size W X 

H Notes 
                    

Olompali 
SHP 201 Olompali State Historic Park Land Ownership Record dwg. 19263 1 1 DPR 7/26/1983 no 17 X 11 

 
  

Olompali Adobe Protection/Roof Minor Project 87-88 1 1 DPR 9/9/1988 no 17 X 11 
 

  
POR Rancho Olompali Assessor's Map Book 125 Page 07, 11, 12, 16, 19 5 1 County of Marin, Calif. 6/12/1990 no 17 X 11 

 
  

Dairy Barn Elevations 1 1 DPR 1991 no 17 X 11 
 

  
Historic Structure Inventory: Burdell House # 2 3 1 Burch, Glenn E. 12/2/1992 no 17 X 11 

 
  

Olompali State Historic Park Documentation of Historic Buildings: Historic Mansion & Historic Adobe Ruins 4 1 DPR 4/25/1997 no 17 X 11 A1-A4 

  
Olompali State Historic Park Frame House Rehabilitation 12 1 DPR 8/1/2002 no 17 X 11 missing pages 

  
House #1 Rancho Olompali 6 1 DPR 9/23/2003 no 17 X 11 

 
  

House #2 Rancho Olompali 4 1 DPR 9/23/2003 no 17 X 11 
 

  
Cook House Rancho Olompali 4 1 DPR 9/23/2003 no 17 X 11 

 
  

Burdell Blacksmith Shop Rancho Olompali 4 1 DPR 9/23/2003 no 17 X 11 
 

  
Olompali State Historic Park Preliminary Allowable Use Intensity  1 1 DPR undated no 17 X 11 drawing 23848 

  
Olompali State Historic Park Preliminary First & Second Floor Plan Mansion & Addition, Restoration of Bldg & Grounds 5 1 DPR undated no 17 X 11 P1-P5 

                    
Olompali 

SHP 201 Petaluma USGS Quadrangle 7.5 minute series 1 1 USGS 1914 no 19 X 13 negative 

  
Map of Marin County, California 1 1 Marin County 1936 no 19 X 13 negative 

  
Petaluima, Calif. USGS Quadrangle 7.5 minute series 1 1 USGS 1942 no 19 X 13 negative 

  
House #2 Rancho Olompali 4 1 DPR 9/23/2003 no 19 X 13 

                     
Olompali 

SHP 201 Plat of the Rancho Olompali 1 1 J.W. Mandeville 7/1859 no 27 X 18 
cert. copy 

10/14/1908 

  
Map of Marin County, California 1 1 F. Whitney 1873 no 27 X 18 

 
  

Marin County, Calif. 1 1 Marin County 1892 no 27 X 18 
 

  
Map of Marin County, Calif. 1 1 J.C. Oglesby 1925 no 27 X 18 

                     
Olompali 

SHP 201 Petaluma River, Calif. Quadrangle 7.5 minute series topographic 1 1 USGS 1968 no 22 X 27 1954 photorevised 

  
Petaluma River, Calif. Quadrangle 7.5 minute series topographic 1 1 USGS 1980 no 22 X 27 1954 photorevised 

                    
Olompali 

SHP 201 Rancho Olompali Project: Acquisition Plan Land & Water Conservation Fund 1 1 DPR 2/19/1977 no 36 X 24 drawing 15683 

  
Rancho Olompali Stabilization District 2 2 1 B. Nelson 11/8/1979 no 36 X 24 drawing 17198 

  
Rancho Olompali Adobe Protective Shelter 1 1 B. Nelson 9/10/1981 no 36 X 24 drawing 18155 

  
Olompali State Historic Park Alternatives within Historic Area  2 1 

Royston Hanamoto Alley & 
Abey 7/22/1987 no 36 X 24 1 & 3, 4151-11-16 

  
Olompali State Historic Park Original Mansion Design Studies Restoration of Buildings & Grounds 1 1 B.Y. Bee c 1987 no 36 X 24 

 

  
Olompali State Historic Park Proposed Trail Links 1 1 

Royston Hanamoto Alley & 
Abey 7/13/1987 no 36 X 24 

 

  
Olompali State Historic Park General Development Plan Trail Links 1 1 

Royston Hanamoto Alley & 
Abey 

10/15/198
7 no 36 X 24 

 

  
Olompali State Historic Park General Development Plan Historic Area 1 1 

Royston Hanamoto Alley & 
Abey 

10/15/198
7 no 36 X 24 

 



Appendix A – Cartographic Material 
 

  
As-Built Property Drawings for the Burdell Barns 5 1 Neil S. Kaplan & Associates 8/5/1996 no 36 X 24 #PN 96-12 

  
Olompali State Historic Park Documentation of Historic Buildings: Historic Two Story "Frame House" 6 1 Architectural Resources Group 4/25/1997 no 36 X 24 A1-A6 

                    
Olompali 

SHP 201 Petaluma River, Calif. Quadrangle 1 1 USGS 
1968 & 

1973 no 40 X 27 1954 photorevised 
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