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Designed by Comstock and Trotsche and built in 1887 for 
Jesse Shepherd, spiritualist, musician and author, the Villa 
Montezuma is an outstanding historical example of late 
nineteenth century Queen Anne architectural style.

The San Diego Historical Society turned Villa Montezuma 
over to the City of San Diego in 1971 to be operated by the 
Society as a public museum. A fire destroyed a portion of the 
Villa in 1986 necessitating repairs and restoration. 

The Villa was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1971.



Project Scope:
Restore original art glass 
window.
Install pest and pigeon controls.
Restore original finials, repair 
decorative exterior frieze work, 
and repair masonry.

Grant Amount:  $50,000
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