California Historical Building Code
and the Preservation of Historic
Resotuirees

Milford Wayne Donaldson, FAIA
California State Historiec Preservation Officer

Vernacular Architecture Forum Conference
May 10, 2008
Fresno, California







Intent of the State
Historical Building Code

240101

“The Intent of SHBC is to save California’s architectural
heritage by recognizing the unique construction
problems inherent in historical buildings and by
providing a code to deal with these problems.”






Intent of the California
Historical Building Code

2007

“The Intent of CHBC is to facilitate the preservation and
continuing use of qualified historical buildings or
properties while providing reasonable safety for the
building occupants and access for people with
disabilities.”
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California Historical Building Code

SB 927, Mills, the California State Historical Building Code, January
1,1973

The Regulations are unique in that they are performance-oriented
rather than prescriptive.

All building Departments of every city and county SHALL adopt
this code.

Regulations have same authority as state law.
Liability is the same as for prevailing law.

CHBC consists of three parts.
- Administrative statues as a state wide preservation program.
— Code Regulations
— Case appeals to State Historical Building Safety Board.



View of Fulton Avenue (c1975)
Photo: “Publicly Owned Art in Fresno”
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Definition of a Qualified Historical
Building or Structure

“ ... Any building, site, structure, object, place, location,
district or collection of structures, and their associated
sties, deemed of importance to the history, architecture,
or culture of an area by an appropriate local, state or
federal governmental jurisdiction. This shall include
historical buildings or properties on, or determined
eligible for, national, state or local historical registers or
Inventories, such as the National Register of Historic
Places, California Register of Historical Resources, State
Historical Landmarks, State Points of Historical Interest,
and city or county registers, inventories, or surveys of
historical or architecturally significant sites, places of
landmarks.”






Irrigation Canal, Fresno County (n.d)

Photo: Fresno Historical Society Archives
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Hangar 1 Moffett Field








Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Monsanto House of the Future.



First application of FRP (Fiber-reinforced plastic) cantilevered from concrete foundation with a monolithic floor-wall-roof system.



Built in 1959; demolished in 1971.

     - 8 years old wanted to be an architect

     - 16 years old when I first saw it



Crisp, bright, colored like finishes, low maintenance, rot resistance, people like the soft form.  No paint required.  



Use of aircraft honey-comb technology.


“Chateau Fresno Park, February 12, 1892. Breaking

Ground on the Plains of Fresno.”
Photo: M. Theo Kearnev Collection. Fresno Historical Society Archives
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Basic Alternative Code Comparisons

2006 IEBC
Model code, needs to be adopted
Revised on a three year cycle

Performance compliance numerical
sliding scale

Appeals made to Historic Building Safety
Board

Concept of limiting work area

Historic building must be listed or eligible
for NRHP or State Register

Five construction classifications

Relies more heavily on active protection

Historic report mandatory
Focuses on buildings & structures

2007 CHBC

State wide mandatory code
Revised only three times since 1997

Performance oriented code, no rating
system

Appeals made to State Historical Building
Safety Board

Portions of a historic building can comply

National, State, Local registers, eligible
resources, inventories and surveys

Construction classifications follow regular
code reference and NPS treatments

Active and Passive Protection based
upon threat and performance standards

Structural evaluation may be required

Allows use of CHBC for any qualified
resource including sites, objects and
features including relocated resources
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Basic Provisions

Regular code for persons with disabilities shall be applied unless
strict compliance will threaten or destroy the historical significance
or character-defining features.

Alternative provisions applied on an item-by-item or case-by-case
basis.

Each alternative should attempt to provide the greatest accessibility
standard.

Documentation is to be provided stating the reasons.
Documentation shall be maintained as part of the public record.
* Local Building and Safety Department

» Local Accessibility Advocate Group
« State Historical Building Safety Board records.

Equivalent provisions are permitted.
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EXxceptions

If no equivalent facilitation in this code can be provided than an exception
may be provided with the following conditions:
* Exceptions only on an item-by-item or case-by-case basis.

* Interpretive exhibits of the exempted historical aspects are provided in an
accessible public location (including persons with hearing and sight
impairment).

* Equal services are provided.

* Enforcement official shall document.



USS Recruit, NTS San Diego






In the Rose Garden, Kearnep Park, Fresno, Cal.
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Kearney Park Rose Garden c1910

Nothing remains today of what was intended to be the finest and most
expensive rose garden in California, if not the United States.
From a full color postcard, collection of M. Graham.
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VALLECITO STAGE COACH STATION
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO

DURING




VALLECITD STAGE COACH STATION
COUNTY DF SAN DIEGD

DURING WITH NCCC VOLUNTEERS
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thousands of adobe bricks were made and set out to dry in the sun in rows in front of the chapel.  Most of the bricks are made by volunteers as part of the Trust’s educational program.  Approximately 11,000 bricks were made.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Foundation construction of the northeast corner.  Small caissons were inserted at the corners for seismic resistance.  In 1925 Santa Barbara experienced a 8.1 magnitude earthquake that destroyed the remaining portions of the Presidio.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The vigas (unfinished logs) where used instead of the square, adzed rafter beams due to the discovery of round beam pockets at the El Cuartel and Casa de la Guerra house built in 1830.







Presenter
Presentation Notes
The writings of Commandant Felipe de Goicoechea note locations at the river to the east of the presidio site where reeds were found.  Through investigation of reed remnants, including ones with rawhide, the original site was found and permission obtained to harvest the reed. 










Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 1820 Vischer plan shows a “torreon de dos cuerpos”, or two-story tower.  This was added later in the construction period to be used as a watch tower.  There are 18th century sketches showing similar structures at Mission San Luis Rey and the Sonoma Barracks.
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