
Saving Clover Valley 



Clover Valley

• 622 acres 
• Year Round Stream
• Wetlands
• 28,000 oaks 
• Unique wildlife
• Pre-Historic Sites
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Saving Clover Valley
• In Late December 1997, Clover Valley was Annexed into Rocklin by a 4 to 0 Vote by 

the Rocklin City Council With the Ability to Build 933 Homes 
• It was at That Time, over 10 Years ago, a Handful of Rocklin Neighbors Decided to 

Ban together to Stop This Development



Saving Clover Valley
• The Early Days – 1998 thru 2001 – Building Support/Raising Awareness

– Tabling – Petitions, Collecting email/addresses 
– Passing out Informational Flyers 
– Website/email/blog
– Letters to the Editor



Saving Clover Valley
• 2002 DEIR – Comments

– We have Meetings to discuss our DEIR Comment Strategy
– Our Core Group Consisted of Experts in the Field of Water, Traffic, Pollution, 

Flood and Even a Person who wrote EIR’s as a Profession.
– We solicited outside organizations such as the Dry Creek Conservancy, the Oak 

Foundation, Biologist etc. to make Comment
– The City of Rocklin has Never had This Many Comments for a DEIR – over 750 

comment letters from private organizations and the citizens of Rocklin.



Saving Clover Valley
• 2002 DEIR

– October 9th, 2002 Public Comment Meeting
• The City of Rocklin Begins to Realize the People of Rocklin are NOT Happy 

With This Project
• We rally our Supporters  by phoning, sending letters and email blasts to 

encourage them to attend the public DEIR meeting.
• Over 300 people Fill City Hall to Make Comment to Save Clover Valley
• People With ‘Save Clover Valley Signs’ picket in Front of City Hall
• Local Press, TV News and Sacramento Bee Cover Public Hearing



Saving Clover Valley
• One of our Core Members Runs Unsuccessfully for City Council in the 

November 2002 Election.



Saving Clover Valley
• Its April, 2003 and the FEIR Will be Out at Any Time According to the City 

of Rocklin
• Our City Council Has Given No Indication that they will Vote Against 

Certifying the FEIR and will approve the Development of 770 Homes, 5 acre 
Strip Mall and a 4 Lane Connector Road carrying 16,000 cars a day.



Saving Clover Valley
• A Turning Point……

– 3 Cultural Reports for Clover Valley – 1980, 1990 and 1994.
– The August 2002 DEIR sites a 12 Year Old Cultural Report (1990) 

that identifies 6 pre-historic sites that are considered not to be 
significant with mitigation

– We have Heard Rumors of a More Recent Cultural Report that was 
completed in January 2002.

– We Ask the City of Rocklin if they are aware of a More Recent 
Cultural Report – They Say it is not Complete. 



Saving Clover Valley
• On April 18th, 2003 we Receive the following Correspondence:



Saving Clover Valley
• We Began Our Research About How a citizens group can have a say in the 

Section 106 process.  We  Research on the Web:
– ACHP Citizen Guide  
– OHP Web Site
– CEQA Guidelines for Pre-Historic Sites
– We Determined that our Group Could be eligible to have ‘Consulting 

Party Status’:
• "The following parties are entitled to actively participate as consulting parties 

during Section 106 review: 
– State Historic Preservation Officers; 
– Indian tribes; 
– Native Hawaiian organizations; 
– Local governments; and 
– Applicants for Federal assistance, permits, licenses, and other approvals. 
– Other individuals and organizations with a demonstrated interest in 

the project may participate in Section 106 review as consulting 
parties "due to the nature of their legal or economic relation to the 
undertaking or affected properties, or their concern with the 
undertaking's effects on historic properties." Their participation is 
subject to approval by the responsible Federal agency. "



Saving Clover Valley
• Letter sent to ACOE



Saving Clover Valley
• ACOE Response



Saving Clover Valley
We invoked  the ‘Freedom of Information Act’ and we obtained the most recent 
January 2002 Cultural report for Clover Valley by Peak and Associates.



Clover Valley
• The Most Recent January 2002 Cultural Report for Clover Valley 

identifies:
– 33 pre-historic sites dating back to from 4,000 to 7,000 years which 

include:
– Village Sites
– Ceremonial Sites
– Burial Sites
– Petroglyphs
– House Pits
– Manufacturing Sites
– Food Processing Sites
– Eligible to the NRHP & automatically place in California’s Historic 

Register thru a section 106 concurrence.

•



Saving Clover Valley
• How We Used the Information in the Cultural Report:

– Provided copy to the Rocklin City Council Members 
– Informed the Press
– Provided copy to the United Auburn Indian Tribe 



Saving Clover Valley
• Make Cultural Report Available to Public

– Provided Redacted Version of Cultural Report on Web Site
– Description of sites
– Site Tables showing age, depth where artifacts discovered, xref tables of what 

was found
– Why Clover Valley was Eligible to the National Register of Historic Places



Saving Clover Valley
• In August of 2003 the City of Rocklin announces a new 

EIR will be done for Clover Valley.
– $94,000 will have to be spent for ‘changes’
– Traffic Issues and Cultural Report given as Reasons.
– The obvious reason is the discovery of the new cultural report and the failure of the DEIR of 

not disclosing this ‘new’ information to the public.

•



Saving Clover Valley
• Meeting With the United Auburn Indian Tribe – January 2004
• June 2004 – 3 of our Candidates on a ‘Save Clover Valley’ Ticket to 

Defeat Rocklin City Council Incumbents .



Saving Clover Valley
• Bringing Clover Valley to the People of Rocklin Thru Film
• The Majority of the People of Rocklin did not Know where Clover Valley was or What 

Treasures it contained
• Clover Valley, The Secret of Rocklin – The Film Documentary

– 55 Minute Documentary shown throughout the Region,. Fly Over of Clover Valley, Wildlife,History
– Wetlands, Commentary by Sierra College Professors, Native American Expert, What Will Happen if 

Development is Approved

•



Clover Valley
• November 2004 – We contact Howard Dickstein, United Auburn Indian 

Community’s  Lawyer
– We Inform Him of our efforts to stop the development in Clover Valley

• Educational 
– Film Documentary
– Letters to Editor
– Tabling
– Outreach/Presentations to Historical Society, Kiwanas Club, Rotary, Chamber 

of Commerce
• Run City Council Candidates to unseat incumbents    



Saving Clover Valley
• UAIC Provides $40,000 to the Save Clover Valley Organization to help 

Educate the People of the Region About Clover Valley
• A Mass Mailer is Mailed to the Citizens of Rocklin Informing Them of the 

Importance of Clover Valley 
• 500 Rocklin Residents request Save Clover Valley Lawn Signs to Display in their 

Front Yard



Saving Clover Valley
• 2005 thru 2006 ----

– Educational & 
informational events

– Sign ups
• Names
• E-mail addresses
• Phone numbers

– Email Blasts
– Speak at City Council 

Meetings
– Talking with City Officials
– Letters to the Editor
– Ed/Ops



Saving Clover Valley

• February 2006 – DEIR is Out
• The Chambers of City Hall are too small and the Public Meeting is 

held at a larger meeting Hall to accommodate the 350 CV supporters.
• Once again, Several Hundred Comment Letters are submitted to the 

City of Rocklin to address the DEIR.



Saving Clover Valley
• March  2006 - The Dry Creek Conservancy agrees to a Survey of 

Antelope/Clover Valley Creek
– The Conservancy provides a Biologist to lead the survey 
– 4 Clover Valley supporters join  in the 10 mile creek survey

• Our goal is to:
– Determine the health of the creek
– Determine if Salmon can make it up stream into Clover Valley
– Determine/Document the barriers.
– Include the results of survey in Clover Valley EIR Comments



Saving Clover Valley
• FEIR is Released by the City of Rocklin on June 22, 2007
• Despite Public Sentiment, Comments of Experts including Comment Letter from SHPO, 

Rocklin Planners Approve FEIR and Rocklin City Council Certifies FEIR 



Saving Clover Valley 
The Referendum & No On H



Saving Clover Valley 
The Poll – Determining Our Support for Referendum Effort

• Before Deciding about Entering into a Referendum and an Election We 
Wanted to Know What our Chances Were.

• Our Poll and What It Told Us
– The Poll

• Stratified Poll of 400 People in Rocklin
• By Age, Gender and Political Affiliation
• Cost - $10,000.00
• By Phone 

– Results of Result
• If Election was Held at the time of the Poll We would Win by a 3 to 1 Margin
• 3 out of 4 people Want to Save Clover Valley

– What Rocklin Residents were Most Concerned About
• Traffic
• Loss of Oak Trees
• Loss of Open Space
• Building over Burial Grounds



Saving Clover Valley 
The Referendum – Collecting Signatures

• 10% of the Voters of Rocklin Will Need to Sign the Petition within 30 days of City council’s 
certification in order to either:

– Have the City Council Rescind their vote    OR
– Put the decision to Rescind the Vote of the City Council to the People

• How we Obtained Signatures for the Petition
– Campaign Manager to Organize 
– Tabling at Grocery Stores
– Precinct Lists

• Verification of the signatures received
• Precinct walking to identify voters we need to reach



Saving Clover Valley 
Referendum – Collecting Signatures

• What we Encountered in our efforts to get signatures:
– The other side used Blockers at our tabling events
– Mass Mailers sent to voters of Rocklin by Owners of Clover Valley containing signature cards 

to remove their name from our petition
– $150,000 spent by the owners of Clover Valley to stop our petition efforts

• Final Results
– 4,800 signatures were collected within 3 weeks (almost double the amount needed)
– Placer County verified the signatures
– Rocklin City Council decided to put to the vote of the people



Saving Clover Valley 
Fund Raising 

• History Shows Our Opponents will spend almost $1 Million Dollars in their campaign against 
us

• Methods We Used to Fund Raise over $70,000. 
– Identify Our Supporter from our email/address lists
– Provided $$ Goals You are Trying to Achieve and express them in letters/emails - provide 

follow up letter/emails with status
– In Donation requests (email/letter) make 3 asks
– Donation Letters should have return envelopes
– Use of online payment service – 20% of our donations came thru Paypal
– Web Site containing Donations Requests with mailing address and Paypal link
– Fundraising Event(s) – Silent Auctions/Garage Sales
– Don’t be afraid to ask 



Saving Clover Valley 
Measure H Campaign

• Our Campaign for No on Measure H
– Phone Banking

• Volunteers went thru List of Likely Voters 2 times (People who voted 3 out of 4 times in 
the last 4 elections)  prior to Absentee Ballots

• Identify Supporters
• Identify Voters Who want lawn signs

– Absentee Voters Strategy
• 40% of Voters in Rocklin are Absentee Voters
• On the Day Absentee Ballots went out our Volunteers put out 1400 Requested ‘No on H’ 

Lawn Signs in the Yards of Rocklin Voters in one day.
• A ‘No on H’ mass mailer was received by all Absentee Voters on the same day they 

received their absentee ballots. 



Saving Clover Valley 
Measure H Campaign

• Our Campaign for No on Measure H (cont)
– Send out Mass Mailers

• 6 Mass Mailers Sent 
• 3 to all absentee Voters
• 3 to all voters

– Media
• Keep on Message
• Get to know the reporters covering your Issue
• Press Releases

– FPPC Disclosures
– Press Conferences
– Responses to Press

– Letters to the Editor
• Write Letters to Editor to all Local and Regional Newspapers

– Sacramento Bee – Our letters in one day out numbered our opponents 30 to 1
– Local Paper – 75% of the letters sent in were in favor of No on Measure H



Save Clover Valley
• Referendum Results

– No 47% - 8,508 Votes
– Lost by 500 Votes

• We were Outspent by over a 10 to 1 Margin 
or $900,000 to $70,000



Saving Clover Valley
• Our Current and Future Goals

– Current
• Citizens for a Better Rocklin

– Coalition of Rocklin Groups to Help Elect 3 NEW City Council 
Members in November

– BetterRocklin.org
• Our Strategy

– Fundraise, Utilizing the Information we obtained from Phone 
Banking from No on H Campaign 

» Mailers to people who had requested Lawn Signs
» Absenttee Voters
» Contact People in Favor of NO on H from Phone Banking 

Lists
– Provide our Candidates support through our fund-raising and 

provide volunteers.  



Saving Clover Valley
• For More Information:

– Elaine O’Deegan – 916 276-4243
– Marilyn Jasper     - 916 652-7002
– Allison Miler       - 916 435-4845

• WebSites
– BetterRocklin.org
– SaveCloverValley.org
– CloverValleyFoundation.org
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