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The three core LWCF Stewardship principles are: 
 

1. Land within the 6(f)(3) BOUNDARY MAP must be operated and maintained for 
public outdoor recreational use in PERPETUITY. 
 
Changes/additions to the park driven by non-park purposes contrary to providing 
for the park’s public recreation use may be categorized as a CONVERSION. 
 
Conversion Examples include: 

o Selling (or the taking) of land for non-park development.  An example 
includes the development of a road/highway for non-park purposes or the 
widening or altering a road for non-park purposes outside an existing 
easement shown on the 6(f)(3) BOUNDARY MAP that encroaches into the 6 
(f)(3) boundary. 

o The installation of commercial billboards, telecommunications 
equipment/cellphone towers (with rare exceptions in remote large parks 
where cell service is necessary for public safety), public utility structures, 
and above ground power lines, that alter the park experience and the 
park’s VIEWSHED, typically require completion of the CONVERSION process, 
especially if there is a commercial use within the 6(f)(3) BOUNDARY MAP. 

o Developing a commercial resort, school, library, police station, or fire 
station. 

o Developing a community center or other indoor recreation facility that will 
consume a majority of a park’s acreage.  (An example includes a one-acre 
pocket park where the GRANTEE proposes to convert the majority of the 
park’s outdoor space into an indoor center.)   

CONVERSIONS require the replacement of the land to be converted with new 
park land, which is of “equal utility” and “value”, and is subject to NPS 
approval.  

 
2. Land within the 6(f)(3) BOUNDARY MAP must be “open,” “accessible,” “safe” 

for public use, and “attractive and inviting” to the public. 

 “Open” means the facility(s) shall be kept available for public use at 
reasonable hours and times of the year, according to the type of area or 
facility. 
 

 “Accessible” means the following: 

o Buildings, roads, trails, and other park structures and improvements are in 
reasonable repair. 
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o The facility is free from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, religion, gender, sexual orientation, age, medical condition, or 
marital status.   

 

o The facility is free from discrimination against persons with disabilities.  
Park land and facilities funded with LWCF must be accessible to all or to 
have at least a portion of the park land and facilities accessible to all. For 
example, one picnic table in a group should be accessible or a portion of a 
trail should be accessible.  The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
(Public Law 100-336) is the standard used. 
   

o There is no fee discrimination on the basis of residence.  For example, no 
preference will be given for reservations, memberships, or annual permits, 
based on where someone resides except for reasonable differences in 
admission or other fees. 
 
Reasonable means: 

 Fees charged to nonresidents cannot exceed twice the amount 
charged to residents. 

 Where there is no charge for residents, but a fee is charged to 
nonresidents, the nonresident fee cannot exceed fees charged for 
residents at comparable state or local public facilities. 

 The period of availability for reservations or annual permits must be the 
same for residents and nonresidents.   

 

 “Safe” means the following: 

o Fire prevention, lifeguard, and similar activities shall be maintained for 
proper public safety. 

o Sanitation and sanitary facilities shall be maintained in accordance with 
applicable health standards. 
 

 “Attractive and inviting to the public” means there must be evidence of routine 
maintenance to clean bathrooms, remove graffiti, collect trash, and care for 
landscaping.  Sites do not need to be immaculate and show no wear from 
heavy use.  That is, normal wear patterns from high visitation, sports 
tournaments, concerts, or fresh graffiti, seasonal dormant patterns of certain 
grasses, brush, trees, seasonal flooding, or muddy conditions can be 
factored.   

 
3. A LWCF acknowledgement sign must be posted at the park in PERPETUITY. 

The required language for the LWCF sign and logo is found on the OGALS 

web site at www.parks.ca.gov/grants_lwcf   
 


