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Land and Water Land and Water ConservationConservation Fund Fund 
(LWCF)(LWCF)

U.S. Dept. of Interior

National Park Service (NPS)

State of California

California State Parks

State Agencies

40% Cities, Counties, 
Districts

60%



LWCF Local Funds DistributionLWCF Local Funds Distribution
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PROGRAM (LWCF)

Allocations for CA
(Millions)Statewide

$0.0
$1.0
$2.0
$3.0
$4.0
$5.0
$6.0
$7.0
$8.0

FY
2004

FY
2005

FY
2006

FY
2007

FY
2008

California
Local Agencies



$0.0
$0.5
$1.0
$1.5
$2.0
$2.5
$3.0
$3.5
$4.0
$4.5

LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND  
PROGRAM (LWCF)

Number of LWCF 
Applications Received

30 50 70 90 110

FY 04

FY 05

FY 06

FY 07

Allocations for Local 
Agencies
in millions

FY 04
$4.2

FY 05
$3.9

FY 06
$2.3

FY 07
$2.3



Land and Water Conservation FundLand and Water Conservation Fund

START

DPR notifies applicants 
and NPS of 

recommended projects.

END

DPR notifies 
Grantee of 

federal 
approval

DPR sends 
Grant Contract 

to Grantee

DPR administers 
LWCF project as 

outlined in the 
procedural guide.

NPS Approves 
Project and 
sends DPR 

signed Project 
Agreement

DPR completes 
review.  Decides which 
projects to recommend 

for funding.

DPR announces 
that it is 

accepting LWCF 
applications.

Applicants
submit applications 

by first work day
in March.

DPR works with applicant 
to ensure project meets the

2 federal requirements.

Federal 
Appraisal 
Standards 

(Acquisitions)

Historic 
Resource 

Preservation 
Act 



LWCF LWCF -- Eligible ApplicantsEligible Applicants

DistrictsDistricts -- authorized to authorized to 
acquire, develop, operate and acquire, develop, operate and 
maintain park and recreation maintain park and recreation 
areas.areas.

CitiesCities

CountiesCounties



LWCF LWCF -- Eligible ProjectsEligible Projects

Priority development projects include: Priority development projects include: 

Trails Trails 

Campgrounds Campgrounds 

Picnic areas Picnic areas 

Natural areasNatural areas

Cultural areas Cultural areas 

Acquisition or development of outdoor recreation Acquisition or development of outdoor recreation 
areas and facilities for recreational use in areas and facilities for recreational use in 
perpetuity.perpetuity.



Application CycleApplication Cycle
How Many People Have ProjectsHow Many People Have Projects
for this Marchfor this March’’ss
LWCF Cycle?LWCF Cycle?

Is Your ProjectIs Your Project
Ready to Go?Ready to Go?

LetLet’’s Considers Consider
What is Needed for aWhat is Needed for a
Successful Grant ProposalSuccessful Grant Proposal……

Land and Water Conservation Fund 
Program




Forward Planning Elements



Forward Planning Elements
Project Plans

Project Budget

Good Representation
on the Ground

Elements Of Public Involvement

CEQA / NEPA Determination



Planning Time Line March

LWCF 
Proposal

Due
LWCF 

Proposal 
WrittenDevelop 

Proposal 
Components 

•Budget

•Photos
Environmental 

Compliance
Documents

Project 
Development

Design & 
Layout

Compliance

Public Input

MarchFebruaryJanuaryDec.Nov.Oct.Sept.Aug.JulyJuneMay



Application ChecklistApplication Checklist
Application form (Page 15)Application form (Page 15) Land Tenure (Page 9)Land Tenure (Page 9)

Resolution (Page 17)Resolution (Page 17) Leases (Page 14)Leases (Page 14)

Project Summary (Page 12)Project Summary (Page 12) Site Plan (Page 14)Site Plan (Page 14)

Project Proposal (Page18)Project Proposal (Page18) Location Map (Page 14)Location Map (Page 14)

Cost Estimate (Page 29)Cost Estimate (Page 29) 6(f)(3) Map (Page 50)6(f)(3) Map (Page 50)

Acquisition Schedule (Page 32)Acquisition Schedule (Page 32) Forms (Page 52)Forms (Page 52)

CEQA (Page 35)CEQA (Page 35) Photos (Page 14)Photos (Page 14)

NEPA (Page 35)NEPA (Page 35) Timeline (Page 14)Timeline (Page 14)



Environmental ComplianceEnvironmental Compliance
CEQACEQA NEPANEPA



Land TenureLand Tenure
The Applicant must have adequate land tenure by the Application The Applicant must have adequate land tenure by the Application deadlinedeadline
(applies to Development Projects only). Adequate tenure consists(applies to Development Projects only). Adequate tenure consists of:of:

Fee title without encumbrances that would have an adverse effectFee title without encumbrances that would have an adverse effect on the on the 
Project, Project, oror

A fully executed, 25A fully executed, 25--year lease from the date of Application from a federal year lease from the date of Application from a federal 
agency if its land is being developed, agency if its land is being developed, oror

A fully executed lease or agreement, that adequately safeguards A fully executed lease or agreement, that adequately safeguards the the 
perpetual use requirementperpetual use requirement with another public agency contained in the with another public agency contained in the 
LWCF program. Such safeguards must include joint sponsorship of LWCF program. Such safeguards must include joint sponsorship of the the 
proposed Project, whereby the lessor would assume compliance proposed Project, whereby the lessor would assume compliance 
responsibility for the fundresponsibility for the fund--assisted area in the event of default by the lessee, assisted area in the event of default by the lessee, 
or on expiration of the lease. This means the lessor must agree or on expiration of the lease. This means the lessor must agree to take over to take over 
the Project if the lessee is no longer involved, and that the Project if the lessee is no longer involved, and that the lessor will not the lessor will not 
use the land for any other purpose than that for which the grantuse the land for any other purpose than that for which the grant was madewas made..

If an Applicant cannot fulfill the terms and conditions of land If an Applicant cannot fulfill the terms and conditions of land tenure, then an tenure, then an 
Application should not be submitted.Application should not be submitted.

Note:  Projects on school property are not eligible under this pNote:  Projects on school property are not eligible under this programrogram..



MapsMaps



Site PlanSite Plan



Location MapLocation Map



6(f)(3) Boundary Map6(f)(3) Boundary Map

Property acquired or developed under the LWCF Property acquired or developed under the LWCF 
program must be retained in perpetuity for public program must be retained in perpetuity for public 
outdoor recreation use.outdoor recreation use.

The area to be retained is identified on the The area to be retained is identified on the 
Section 6(f)(3) boundary map submitted by the Section 6(f)(3) boundary map submitted by the 
applicant. applicant. 



The 6(f)(3) LegacyThe 6(f)(3) Legacy



6(f)(3) Boundary Map6(f)(3) Boundary Map



Map ItMap It





Federal RequirementsRequirements

Historic Preservation Act (Section 106)

Federal Appraisal Standards
http://www.usdoj.gov/enrd/land-ack



Additional Information Additional Information 

Surcharge Surcharge –– Page 90Page 90

Sign Requirement Sign Requirement –– Page 89Page 89

Rate of Reimbursement Rate of Reimbursement –– Page 77Page 77

Performance Report Performance Report –– Page 81Page 81

Memorandum of Unrecorded Grant Memorandum of Unrecorded Grant 
Agreement Agreement –– Page 88Page 88



Office of Grants and Local Services

(916) 653-7423

http://www.parks.ca.gov/grants
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